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Translator's Note: 


This is the final work on the traffic with North Africa, the work is very outdated and 
I did not bother to translate the appendixes. They are mostly self explanatory anyway. This 
translation is the only one in this series I have done for 15 years and should be of a better 
quality then the pervious books in this series I have already done. I would like to have 
complete the entire series but many volumes are unattainable. 


R. Denny (November 2015) 
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CHAPTER I 


THE WHOLE OF THE OF OPERATIONS 


1. -THE GENERAL SITUATION AND RELATIVITY OF FORCES ON 1 October 1942. 

After the operations of Mid-June and Mid-August 1942 that a total of 32 ships set in motion 
by the British to supply Malta had seen the arrival at destination of only 8 (of which 4 badly 
damaged), no other such attempt had been done by our opponents until the end of September. Malta 
lived, so to speak, by the day, and to give her some oxygen the Englishmen had to resort-like us, in 
times of crisis - to transport fuel, food and ammunition, assigned to submarines and exceptionally 
fast surface ships. 

On the ground, in North Africa, the Italian - German Army command by Rommel was 
stopped on the El Alamein line since early July and was not able to resume the advance towards the 
heart of Egypt. 

Malta -to whose occupation was to give up over the refusal of the German air forces 
necessary for the success of the largest amphibious operation, represented, as always, the plug on the 
side of our communications with Libya, maintaining -despite everything - enough to fuel efficiency 
attacks on our traffic of aircraft and submarines that were located there. 

On 1 October the relativity of the main forces in the presence in the Mediterranean was as 
follows (in brackets indicating the number of Italian ships ready): 
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Italian English 
M. F. | Force H | Total 
Battleships 7 (6) - 1 if 
Cruisers 10 (7) 6 1 7 
Destroyers 37 (25) 15 4 19 
Submarines 69 (42) | 27 : 27 
German submarines 16 - - - 
Aircraft carrier - - - - 











As you see, we had a high prevalence of forces and the British were very 
concerned about the strength crisis that manifested itself in late 1941 after the loss of 
battleships Barham, Queen Elizabeth and Valiant and who could not overcome; 
occasionally drives the Eastern Fleet ,. operating in the Indian Ocean, they were calls to 
reinforce the Mediterranean Fleet (MF). 

But our prevalence was illusory, because the now very serious deficiency of oil 
prevented the free disposal of ships for major operations: the oil available was just enough 
to ensure the mobility of light ships for the protection of traffic. 

As for the air force, in the face of a clear quantitative our prevalence was a serious 
inferiority determined by an extreme scarcity of fuel, .of which there was a monthly 
availability equal to half of those considered essential by Superaereo to carry out a 
minimum air, is for operating purposes, both for other purposes (training, transfers, 
testing). 

With regard to the competition of Aerial protection of direct and indirect traffic, 
the deficiency now remembered detrimentally influenced the intensity with which it was 
possible to keep Malta bomb neutralized, as was the case during the winter and spring in 
1942. 

On the other hand for modest British aviation located in Malta had a good game, 
because acting against convoys almost always at night, completely undisturbed. 





(1) 13 submarines were not available because the assigned the Submarine school of Fiume and 14 
because were in the yards. 
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2. - THE DEVELOPMENT OF OPERATIONS. 


a) Transactions on the land front (Graph. 1). 

Until October 23, nothing new occurred on the front of North Africa. The Ja the 
British 8th Army, commanded by General Montgomery, began the offensive that on 
January 23, 1943, led to the occupation of Tripoli. Main stages of the advance English: 
November 12 Tobruk; November 20 Benghazi; December 14 El Agheila, the 
southernmost point of the Gulf of Sidra; December 25 Sirte. 

Meanwhile, at the dawn of November 8 was beginning "Operation Torch", with 
American landings in Morocco and with the Anglo-American landings under General 
Clark in the area of Grano and Algiers. The weak French resistance ceased soon in Algiers 
by General Juinco, commander of the garrison, and the next day throughout Algeria 
following the intervention of Admiral Darlan. On November 11, the Allies landed in 
Bougie and Bona, taking care to avoid any action against the Italian - German these two 
locations, both as indispensable for their forward bases of units to be used in the Sicilian 
Channel, as both points of landing troops in their march to Tunisia. 

The Italian - German reaction to the allies landings in 'French North Africa was 
characterized by: 

- immediate occupation of French territory controlled by the Vichy government 
and Corsica; the latter undertaking was quickly accomplished by troops landed with the 
support of the Special Naval Force “”; 

-Send to Tunisia of the first contingent of troops (1,000 men and 1,800 tons. 
materials) that landed in Bizerte on November 12 with the consent of the French 
authorities and reinforced soon after by other contingents, transported in part by air, will 
move to 





(1) It was on the whole of the amphibious force, under the command of Adm. Sq. Vittorio Tur, who 
had been trained for the enterprise of Malta and it was then left with their arms on foot in the area of 
Livorno. The F.N .S. proceeded to the occupation of Corsica, without opposition from France, on 11 and 12 
November with an expeditionary force of 14,000 men, of whom 12,000 landed at Bastia, Ajaccio with a 
detachment sent by sea, and 2500 in Porto Vecchio and Santa Maura. During November they were 
transported to Corsica another 17,300 men, 2,159 animals, 840 vehicles and 12 000 tons of materials. 
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the west to counter the march of opposing elements moving to Tunisia from the eastern 
regions of Algeria; establishment of the Navy Command in Tunisia; 

-occupation of Gabes November 22, behind the fortified line of Mareth (on which 
will be arrest in January, Italian - German troops in retreat from Libya); 

- sudden occupation of Toulon by the Germans, in order to prevent any passages of 
French vessels to the side of the Allies, with the consequence to provoke without fail 
scuttling; 

-contemporaneity order for the immediate disarmament of all French forces. 


Unobstructed Tripoli, the Italian - German troops maneuvered so as to contribute to 
the defense of Tunisia, preventing the allied forces from Algeria, wedging it between our 
forces and those from Libya landed in Tunisia, could beat them separately, and were 
packing the first between two fires. 

The maneuver was completed promptly, so that in early February was formed a 
resistance line from Mareth reached the northern coast of Tunisia to the border with Algeria. 

On 21 March 1942, the British 8" Army attacked the Mareth the Italian 1“ Army (of 
which Gen. Messe was commander from January 31), while in the central front (between 
Sbeitla and Gafsa) American and de Gaulle’s forces exerted strong pressure. 

The 1“ Army resisted with great value and tenacity, but in January von Arnim 
(successor to Rommel, sick, in command of the Army Group in Tunisia), in the face of 
overwhelming British, for fear of not being able to withstand indefinitely, commanded the 
1“ Army to fall back on the shorter Akarit line, whose right flank was protected by the 
impracticable swamp (Chott) El Djerid “”. 

In April, the battle extended up to invest across the front, with the convergent 
action of the British 8" Army from the south and the 1“ Army. (English, Gen. Anderson) 
with de Gaulle’s troops joined and the 8" (American, Gen. Patton) from the west and 
northwest. At the end of 





(1) Consider that against 800 tanks of the British 8" Army stood only 200 of the Army of Masses, 
and that against 1000 British aircraft there were just 150. 


Page 7 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


=r='= Borders 


+r Rail Roads 
-—---— Roads 





LeGao ° 
Q 


PANTELLERIA 


Hammamet 
2 
3 


acruna 
ENFIDAVILLE 


A 

beitlay P= 
QS.B0u Zid 
‘ 


1. GERBA 


> O*\Zarzis 


~*~ - 
“Wie DENINE 
’ ~ ~ 4 


Ben Gardan 


i 
1 
i 
t 
1 


“4g 2155 Stem, 
N 
N 
@ 
\ 
A 


f 
/ 
{ 


4 
me 


gums Positions of Axis forces battle of Mareth 
= === Positions of Axis forces battle of Akarit 


Wa Lines of attack of the Allied Forces 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 8 


April Italian -German deployment had shrunk to a small area, after having cleared Sfax 
April 10, Kairouan and Sousse on 12 April. 

On May 7, the Allies, after having overwhelmed the resistance of the German 
fighting in the north of Tunisia - facing west - occupied Tunis and Bizerte, where port 
accommodations had been blown up by the Navy personnel the day before. 

So the Italian 1 Army found himself having to face alone in a small area of 
Tunisian territory, including Enfidaville and the peninsula of Cap Bon, the overwhelming 
prevalence of the opponent, and General Messe (already promoted to Marshal), after an 
initial denial, acknowledged May 13 must accept the imposition of surrender, to avoid 
unnecessary further bloodshed. 

It should be mentioned that two battalions of the regiment San Marco", who fought 
with the German "Mannteufel" KG on the west, resisted the advance of the Allies to the east 
until May 9 when received Marshal Messe order to cease the fight while the KG that were 
side by side had surrendered its weapons the day before. 


b) The events on the sea. 

Until the Allied landings in Algeria our Navy was committed to the defense of traffic 
with Libya, which was attacked by the British submarine in October and especially with 
planes in the first ten days of November. 

From 11 November until the fall of Tripoli the effort of the Navy was particularly 
serious, because he had to provide for the protection of contemporary traffic with Libya and 
Tunisia: the last four convoys to evacuate Tripoli departed from this location to Sicily 
between on the morning of the 19"" and the morning of January 23, 1943, while the first 
convoy in Tunisia had left Naples in the afternoon of 11 November 1942 directed to Bizerte: 
73 days, then, of overlap. 

Reserving the right to examine in the following chapters the flow of traffic on two 
lines, the Libyan and Tunisian, it is appropriate in the evolution of the strategic situation in 
which is part protecting convoys. 


The decision to open a new front in Africa, as a starting point to bring the war in 
Europe after having eliminated 
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every threat in the Mediterranean, had been made by the UK an agreement with the United 
States on July 25, 1942, and August 14, General Eisenhower was appointed Allied 
Commander in Chief, while Adm. Andrew Cunningham had been chosen as the 
Commander of the Expeditionary Force for "Operation Torch". On October 8, the 
provisions were enacted for the organization and execution of large amphibious operation. 

On November 8, when landings began in Algeria, the situation of our naval forces in 
the Mediterranean was as follows: 





























Total forces | Ships ready 
Battleships 6 é} 
Cruisers 10 go 
Destroyer D2, Zl 
Submarines 75 39°) 
German submarines 20 18 








Against these forces they were from the Italian part of the 'opponent the following: 


























Battleships 6 
Cruisers 15 
Aircraft carrier 12 
Destroyers 81 
escort ships 40 





in addition to the forces based in Alexandria (MF), which did not participate directly 
in the operation. 

There were a good 240 transport, with 94 escort ships; They accompanied the naval 
forces of protection 121 ancillary ships and 59 landing craft offshore. 





(1) Of which 3 at Navarino and | at Pola (at schools CREM) and therefore so far 
from Algeria to have to consider not ready for a rapid intervention. 

(2) Of the 75 submarines 22 and 14 were in work at the Submarine School in Rijeka. 

(3) Of which, 7 were escort carriers. 
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This force of 668 naval vessels and merchant ships entered the Mediterranean from 
the Strait of Gibraltar between 5 and 7 November, coming from British ports (except the 33 
units of the Force H), without German submarines and aircraft were able to sight in the 
Atlantic more some element of the huge training sailing in many columns converging 
towards Gibraltar: so the Germans could not be inferred with what was a massive "invasion 
fleet." 

As to. air force cooperation, we can calculate that the Allies have available of about 
300 aircraft (of which about 200 embarked on 5 combat aircraft carriers and one hundred 
divided between Malta and Gibraltar), while the Italian Air Force was ready for use in the 
arena concerned 260 aircraft and the German CAT about 500. 

Landing in Algeria did not come by surprise for Supermarina. 

From all of the information, which came from the Delegation of the IAC (Italian 
Armistice Commission with France) settled in French North Africa and from the area of 
Gibraltar, Supermarina the end of September 1942 was reported to the Supreme Commander 
that there was preparing a major operation amphibious direct probably against Algeria. 

Despite the documented insistence Supermarina because they took all possible 
measures to deal with the anticipated new operating situation not far, despite this insistence 
that they were supported by the German Navy Command in Italy (Adm. Weichold), 
notwithstanding that the same Admiral Raeder (Supreme Commander German Navy) had 
ruled in the Naval Conference with the Fuhrer on 26 August for "the possibility of a North- 
West African occupation by Anglo-Saxons with the connivance of the French, which would 
put in danger all the German war effort," despite everything - let's say - the German High 
Command, with the support of Kesselring and with a certain agnosticism of our High 
Command, after having long been contradicted Supermarina supporting the low probability 
of such an enemy operation in the Mediterranean, he insisted up the evening before the 
landing in Algeria that this would be a diversion compared to the main action against 
Provence, to the coasts of which would direct overnight the bulk of forces and transport. 
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Happened to land in Algeria, Supermarina insisted on the urgency to occupy Tunisia 
by sending by any means enough troops to extend the occupation even at Bona and Bougie, 
who Supermarina rightly considered indispensable to have in hand to remove their 
opponents bases for light forces, insidious very close to the line and air traffic between 
Sicily and Tunisia, short yes, but so obliged to become - as it became -the target of attacks 
easy departing from the bases Bougie - Bona and Malta. 

But the order of Hitler to Rommel to resist at any cost in Cyrenaica and the 
insistence of the Italian Supreme Command because they were to hold Cyrenaica to the 
limits of possible and then Tripolitania, while Rommel wanted to break the contact to the 
east run westward to Algeria, had a negative impact of more rapid strengthening of our 
positions in Tunisia and the Allies were able to warn us in the occupation of Bona and 
Bougie. 

As for the possibility of contrast sea landings allies, Supermarina appreciated that, 
given 

-the distance Taranto — Algiers 

-the shortage of fuel oil, 

-the shortage of destroyers, 

- The inability of the air cover at such a great distance from the Sicilians and 
Sardinians airports, 

- The size of the opposing forces, 
only a fraction of our Naval Forces could have attempted a raid but with very little chance of 
any success and perhaps without hope of return, against the combined forces of protection to 
the landings. In any case, our ships would arrive on site in the critical phase of the landings 
concluded (nearly 900 miles between Algiers and Taranto, where they were the battleships, 
620 miles between Algiers and Messina and 590 miles between Algiers and Naples, where 
they were in total 4 cruisers). He decided to act with submarines and Superaereo concert 
with the maximum use of aircraft and torpedo bombers. 

Throughout November, the average daily number of submarines at sea was 11 
Italians (with an average of 19 during the first five days from November 8, 14 in the next 5 
days, 6 until the end of the month) and 11 Germans (with peaks 17, 15, 13, 13, respectively, 
on days 12, 13, 26,27 November). The losses were of three submarines 
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Italian and 6 German”. In the rest of the Tunisian campaign they were lost at sea another 8 
Italian submarines and 6 German”. 

But, for the courage of submariners and aviators, the Allies lost in the first eight days 
of the landings 18 transport, one anti-aircraft cruiser, two destroyers, | escort aircraft carrier, 
1 minesweeper, 2 sloops. 

With the first Italian convoy, arrived unscathed in Bizerte on November 12, it began 
that traffic through the Strait of Sicily, that - lasted for six months and supplemented by 
continuous air transport - has gone down in history as the traffic on the route of death. 

Indeed, while our side more and more pressing and demanding it did the need to feed 
the front Tunisian to prolong the resistance, by opposing increased the capacity of an 
offense against the ship had to follow a leader, obliged to march and then easily attacked 

Through November there were no losses (except Ms Citta di Napoli, sank on 
November 28 for collision with a floating mine to the west of the Aeolian Islands), and 
because the opponents were in the process of adjustment and organization in Algeria, both 
because the Malta Air force continued at that time to rage against our contemporary traffic 
with Libya (resulting in the loss of nine ships, while two others were sunk by submarines), 
traffic that the Navy had been forced to keep in obedience to the directive of the supreme 
command to resist in Libya as long as possible. 

From December onwards losses went growing, so much so that in order to convey a 
good chance of success at least men, were widely used for their transport destroyers (in 
addition to aircraft). 

In fact, from December onwards, against our Tunisian traffic went concentrating the 
air offensive (both on the sea, and ports), intensified the action of enemy submarines, 
operated a 





(1) Italian Submarines: Granito (November 9), Emo (10 November) Dessié (date unknown between 
November 20 and December 2). German submarines: U.660 (12 November), U.605 (13 November), U.595 (14 
November), U.259 (November 15) the, U.331 (17 November), U.4/1 (November 28 ). 

(2) Italian Submarines: Porfido (December 6), Corallo (13 December), Uarsciek (December 15), 
Tritone- (January 19), Avorio (9 February), Malachite (9 February), Asteria (17 February), FR. //] (February 
28). German submarines: U.224 (January 13), U.30/ (January 21), U.443 (23 February), U.83 (March 4), U. 
77 (March 28), U-602 (April 23) 
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Light division called "Force Q" based in Bona and "Force K" reconstituted and stationed in 
Malta at the end of November, and finally even torpedo boats. 

To address such threats were to meet implemented by the Navy, the following 
measures: 

a) On November 9 was made from Navarino for Messina with 3 destroyers the 8th 
Division (CL Garibaldi, Duca degli Abruzzi, Duca d'Aosta) and the 12'" was transferred 
from Taranto to Naples with 10 destroyers, the 9" division comprising three battleships 
(Littorio, Vittorio Veneto, Roma). In Naples had long been the 7" Division (Eugenio di 
Savoia, Montecuccoli and Attendolo not ready) and at Messina the 3" Division (Gorizia and 
Trieste). 

The shift to the west of the main units located in the Ionian Sea responded to the idea 
to get in a position to carry out a raid in force in the waters of Algiers, as soon as it had the 
fuel oil necessary. This never happened. 

However, the concentration of our naval forces in the Lower Tyrrhenian alarmed 
opponents, on 4 December with powerful air formations attacked the port of Naples, putting 
out of action two cruisers (Montecuculi struck on the forward smokestack, Attendolo 
damaged so severely that it rested on the bottom crashing down) and not severely damage 
the Eugenio di Savoia and four destroyers. 

Two days after Supermarina judged unwise keep in Naples the remaining free ships 
and in those conditions to make the sea as damaged, and ordered the transfer to La Spezia. 
The logical approach, because it would be imprudent and irrational expose our most 
powerful ships to new attacks, when that risk was no compliance - for lack of fuel oil stocks 
and adequate naval and air escort, - the possibility of employment. 

On the other hand, the fact that La Spezia is 45 miles closer to Algiers then Naples 
(which you would think they have consulted a chart) It did not constitute a renunciation of 
action. 


b) On 11 December, that is five days after the transfer from Naples to La Spezia the 
bulk of the Naval Forces, the 3rd Division was moved from Messina to La Maddalena, so to 
have a fast division on the left side of the direct enemy line operations from the west to the 
Strait of Sicily. 
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The 8th division remained in Messina alone; but on January 31, after suffering eight 
air strikes - with slight damage to the ships - during that month, it was stationed in Taranto 
and away from a port too exposed to attacks and adapting well to give up her job in the 
Sicilian waters operated convergent with the 3" division. 


c) When in April was developing the final enemy offensive in Tunisia, opponents 
were concerned to eliminate the threat represented by only Italian units still remained a few 
hours by boat from the Tunisian coast: that is, the third division remained stationed at La 
Maddalena . On April 10, a formation of Liberators waged a massive attack against it: the 
Trieste was sunk and the Gorizia seriously damaged, it could be transferred in the arsenal of 
La Spezia, but it was impossible to put it back in efficiency before the end of the war. 

Nine days later another massive attack was made against the battleships in La 
Spezia. Fortunately they came out unscathed and sank the only the DD Alpino. 


d) A direct protection of traffic, waiting for service would take the first corvette still 
in training, he was assigned the maximum number of torpedo boats, reducing - so negligible 
amount, the number of destroyers forming the group assigned to the major Naval Forces, 
number already very modest (21 ready on November 8, as we have seen, with 14 more ships 
in terms of taking the sea). Consecutive losses not allowed to improve the situation, despite 
the gradual commissioning of the corvette. 


e) In order to better protect traffic from attacks - of surface ships and submarines 
were, with the help of the sale of German weapons, brought to a rapid conclusion the laying 
operations of a large barrage of mines, which, starting from the Tunisian coast shortly to the 
west of Bizerte it stretched for about 80 miles to the northeast in the direction parallel to the 
existing one between Cape Bon and Marettimo (Figure 8). 

Magnificent work was the laying of the barrier, due also to the tireless destroyers, 
which - without rest - between an escort of convoys and troop transport came to lay mines. 
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A barrier completed, the possible operational lines for us and for the opposition were 
those shown in Graph. 9. 

In the hallway between the two barriers, about 20 miles wide, the British, that they 
found very soon with their persistent and efficient aerial reconnaissance, they put 
themselves another barrier, so that from January 1943 on the rigidity of the paths had 
become so great, who took advantage of the enemy air force now operating on the extremely 
obliged routes without fail. 


Within this general framework, events resulting from mutual contrast operations, 
deserving to be remembered, were the following: 

a) The torpedoing of the very new light cruiser of 3900 tons. Attilio Regolo by the 
British submarine Unruffled, that a torpedo with carried the bow clean off near Palermo. To 
effectively seal the bulkheads, the ship was able to come into port under its own power. She 
was returning from the mission of laying mines near Cape Bon, accomplished on November 
7 along with 5 destroyers as was about to begin "Operation Torch". 

b) Thirty-five daring night missions of submarines, which are part of the deployment 
along the Algerian treacherous coast, in bays and harbors occupied by the Allies. Were all 
carried out in November 1942, but three’), 

Other missions with assault craft or sappers were performed, with the support of 
submarine or ship Celalo, stationed in the island of Galite, a unit of the "San Marco" had 
occupied on December 2, 1942. On Celalo died for aerial strafing the heroic commander 
Salvatore Todaro, put in charge of assault craft that supported the ship Celalo. 

c) On January 3, the five English means of assault, such as "pigs" they called 
"chariots", attacked the port of Palermo sinking the light cruiser Ulpio Traiano who was in 


advanced construction. All operators perished, except two who were taken prisoner”. 





(1) See volume XIII: "The submarines in the Mediterranean", the Historical Office, forthcoming. 
(2) The English had recovered a "pig" that had been used unsuccessfully in the base of Gibraltar .At 
the end of October 1940. By the end of 1942 they had managed to set up and train a unit of assault 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 16 


d) On the night of March 13, 1943 four British destroyers, en route from Bona to the 
east, they were spotted by a German reconnaissance plane that signaled six German torpedo 
boats crisscrossing the meridian of Bizerte, in order to shield away the traffic on the route of 
death. They were thus able to attack the squadron of destroyers, sinking the Lightning. Other 
torpedo boats and Italian Mas, crisscrossing more to the east, did not have time to intervene 
in the action. 

e) On 3 April, during urgent transport entrusted to destroyers, they were lost three of 
these valuable ships in circumstances that deserve to be remembered in this introductory 
summary of the struggle for the occupation of Tunisia. 

It was in the final phase of ground operations, when it hopes to keep her Tunisian 
foothold had vanished along with the ability to continue to appreciably supply combat 
troops. However, the High Authority of the Italian Army and German kept asking the Navy 
to transport soldiers by means of destroyers. 

So it was that on April 30, two DD (the Pancaldo and German Hermes, sailing in 
pairs) were sunk by enemy aircraft around noon, ahead of Cape Bon, after coming out 
unscathed from three earlier air strikes. A third DD (the Lampo), started from Trapani at 
11:30, was not recalled to port as Supermarina wanted to at 18:00 and met the same fate of 
the other two in the same waters of Cape Bon, after evading a first attack. However, in front 
of the triple disaster, it was canceled the departure of the two DD Fuciliere and Carabiniere. 

Is done today to ask why so much insisted the ground high commands to carry 
several hundred men and little ammunition, they could not give any significant contribution 
to the last resistance point of death of the Armies of the Axis in Tunisia: shows that were 
fielded for reasons of moral, in the sense that you had to give up the last men fighting 
overseas the impression of not being left on their own. 





divers, similar to that part of our X Mas flotilla. The action of January 3 was the first they accomplished; in the 
same month of January 1943 they tried two, one against the third division at La Maddalena and the other 
against the port of Tripoli. Both failed completely and we have been informed only after the war. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 17 


f) Since the total commitment of our light forces to defend the traffic with Tunisia 
and forced immobility of the battle forces, the British were able to come to Malta without 
any loss three convoys coming from bases in Egypt. Malta but was able to recover since the 
arrival of the first convoy that high operating efficiency, which in recent months had not. 

The first convoy of four ships arrived there on November 20. But it was attacked by 
the air forces the 18" in the waters between Crete and Cyrenaica, but only the cruiser 
Arethusa was hit by a torpedo plane: however, manage to return to Alexandria under tow 
with more than 155 dead on board. 

The second convoy of five ships sailed from Port Said on 1 December and arrived 
three days later to Malta undisturbed. 

Likewise other 8 ships reached Malta in pairs between late December and early 
January. 

In December alone Malta received over 60 thousand tons of various supplies and 
20,000 tons of liquid fuel. 

Numerous aircraft, submarines and surface units could thus be concentrated on the 
island to act on the left side of our communications with Tripoli and with Tunisia. 
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CHAPTER II. 
TRAFFIC WITH LIBYA 


1. - GENERAL FEATURES. 

In October, traffic continued, as always, on the routes now beats for over two years. 
Since the end of October onwards, the advance of the 8th British Army, whose first 
elements reached Tripoli on Jan. 23, 1943, gradually deprived us of the Libyan ports, after 
the fall of Benghazi on November 20th it was the only port of landing available to us was 
Tripoli. 

The last convoy departed from Taranto to Tobruk on 1 November; the last to 
Benghazi left Piraeus on November 9; the last set out from Sfax to Tripoli on December 30. 

The quote of Piraeus and Sfax is to understand how, in the first phase of withdrawal 
that is, until the abandonment of Cyrenaica, were also used Greek ports to shorten the routes 
moving them away from Malta, and as the second phase some vessel was sent from the town 
Southern Tunisia. 

Since late December, the steamers on a return trip were empty or otherwise intended 
to leave for Libya after being reloaded; from late December until the fall of Tripoli in the 
hands of the enemy, all the ships in conditions to take the sea formed a final eviction 
convoys of that last major location. 

Was particularly intense in the period under review, the Libyan coastal traffic, both 
in order to land as close as possible to the front of terrestrial battle those supplies to the 
relatively small capacity of absorption was not possible to arrive directly in the ports most 
advanced eastward , both for the purpose of 
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clear westward to the various locations as they progressed the advance of British troops. 
Moreover, given the lack of logistics Via Balbi and the absence of railways, the coastal sea 
route was -more than in the past - become the essential integrating movement - supply and - 
clearing along the Libyan territory. 

Another feature to highlight was the small size of the ships of each convoy, 
determined by the fact that the continuous pressing demands, the Army authorities, not 
allowed to wait until more ships were ready to go to bring them together in convoys less 
frequent but more significant: virtually every vessel departed just loaded. So there were the 
convoys of Table 1. 

Libyan coastal traffic, above mentioned, was intense: there are hundreds of small 
ship movements in continuous swings. Apart from these, there were also movements of 
cargo ships between ports in Libya, in the following manner: 

- In October: 24 convoys with 28 steamers - trip; 

- In November: 23 convoys with 26 steamers - trip. 

In December, continued still some traffic with small units between Tripoli and minor 
ports of Sirte and Tripoli; in January, the traffic stopped completely, except for the shift in 
pair of two motor-sailing from Tripoli to Zuara. 

They conspired to transport supplies and - of men also on military ships, namely 
those mentioned in Table 2, which refers only to the round trips. 

A total of 60 missions were carried out with 113 ships - travel together with 3 coastal 
missions performed with 8 ships - trip auxiliary. 

In October, they were withdrawn from Libya 16 landing craft in two convoys, taking 
them from Tobruk - where they were - to Greek ports. 

On the eve of the fall of Tripoli, the only military ships that could leave that base to 
repatriate were 7 landing craft, seven minesweepers, three tugs, | pilot boat and two water 
tanks. 


2. - TRAFFIC ANALYSIS. 

a) Merchant ships. 

It is interesting to take a picture of the convoys went in, broken down by destination 
ports. Thus there is an immediate feeling of 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 21 


the possibility of landing and unloading offered by them, in contrast to the interest that 
would have to come, as long as possible, supplies as close to the front of combat (Table 3). 

It is apparent from Table 3 that 60% of convoys started (or, rather, it is due to start) 
in Tripoli. In October, when, the land front being still in Egypt, it would be convenient to 
concentrate traffic at Tobruk and Benghazi, only 50% of the convoys could be made to 
land”. This explains the performance of the 47 coastal convoys consisting of steamships, in 
the months of October and November, arrived on routes from Tripoli to Tobruk in October 
and limited to stretch Tripoli - Benghazi in November. Six ships were lost on coastal routes. 

As for the losses, say before those relating to ships and then we will discuss the 
loads. 

On a total movement of 171 ships traveling you gave to 31 ships, ie 18.2%, broken 
down as follows: 

- 21 round trips, 

- 10 return trips. 

If, however, we consider that 7 ships were sunk in January 1943, while the 
evacuation was in progress in Tripoli and not sent more supplies in Libya, it is noted that 
cargo ships against 21 were lost 3 are empty, meaning that the enemy, at the decisive phase 
of the struggle in North Africa, with particular intensity magistrate was vented against the 
ships in the outward journey, sinking 21 of 89 that is 23.6%. 

Let's look at the losses of the ships with an escort of three diagrams reproduced in 
graphs no. 2, 3 and 4. The first two operational value because they indicate how many ships 
were lost and for what reasons; the last one has economic value, because it refers to the 
gross registered tonnage (GRT) sunk. 

First of all it should be stipulated that the two graphs ‘operational’ include all the 
ships sunk at sea anywhere: on both routes of transport of supplies (roundtrip), both on the 
coastal paths of distribution; in addition to the steamers, the two graphs also include motor- 
sailing, all sunk (in number 19) on the coastal routes, keeping in mind that none of them was 
lost 





(1) Until the fall of Benghazi 28 convoys were sent away from the two Cyrenaica bases; 28 for Tripoli. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 22 


in October and in November they lost 7 to grounding. 

This means that on the various itineraries of enemy action were sank 12 enemy ships 
in October, 11 in November, eight in December (more than 5 motor-coastal), 7 in January 
(plus 7 motor-coastal),: 38 total, as we have seen. And because of the 6 ships sunk on 
coastal routes, the first was in October and 5 in November, it follows that on the routes deep 
sea there were the following losses: 11 in October, 6 in November, eight in December and 7 
in January (up the 23"): total 32. 

If we consider that the attacks recorded” against the convoys on the high seas were 
those shown in Table 4, it ends like documentation confirms, that there was almost no 
convoy passed undisturbed, especially in the leg, and sometimes Thay were repeatedly 
attacked. The number of ships lost (32) compared to the number of attacks (109) is a 
measure of the efficiency of active defense (use of weapons) and passive (maneuver and 
artificial fog) convoys. 

It also appears from the table as the enemy was particularly insistent in the attacks in 
October, when he had the greatest interest to cut supplies of the army Italian - German in 
Libya, so had less stamina at the time of the offensive planned for end of that month. 

Consider, the following percentages of the causes of loss of 106 ships lost (65 
steamers and 41 motor-sailing): 


Surface ships 5.8% | 
Submarines. 21.3%. | 
tat sea 55.2% 
Planes 1.5%| 
Various causes. 11.6%| 
In port. ... 44.8%) 


It finds the greatest return on submarines than aircraft: in 31 attacks, compared with 
74 aircraft (Table 4), they obtained a greater percentage of hits. 

This is also reflected in the graph 3: on 48 ships sunk by enemy action as many as 22 
were by submarines and 17 aircraft. 





(1) It specifies "recorded" because in case of attack submarines may have been that there have been 
attacks failed, without torpedo, or that they had not spotted the contrails of such weapons, that would have 
been recognized by the commands of ship a number of attacks lower than were real. 
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Making relations between the numbers of attacks and those of the sinking, it is found 
that the offensive efficiency of the underwater arms was over the period nearly three times 
higher than that of air. 

As always, more than any other means of offense was confirmed that the surface 
ship in four attacks destroyed six ships. 

As the losses incurred in the ports do not have to do with the defense of the traffic, in 
the diagrams are also given for two main reasons: 

- because every lost ship in port decreased availability of the fleet and consequently 
became more and more difficult the problem of keeping the traffic up to the demands; 

- because it was considered useful to highlight how attacks on Libyan ports have 
been particularly heavy in November (against Benghazi) and in January (against Tripoli), 
when it had been surrendered to the enemy the two major cities Libya. 

In Table 5 and in Figure 5 is shown the trend of the air attacks for comparison with 
that of losses. 


Turning now to the losses of tonnage, the graphic 4 says that the sea was lost 
tonnage 1.6 times greater than in the harbor, with two at the top virtually equal: in October 
on the sea and in ports in January. 

Dividing the two numbers of the global losses at sea and in port by the 
corresponding number of units, you are obtained respectively the average tonnage of 1,840 
tons each and 1,400 tons .: meaning - and confirmed - that in the port are more sensitive to 
air attacks (solely against the ports have manifest) smaller ships. 


Finally, we come to the transport of materials and men (Charts 6 and 7). 

The first diagram, relative to materials, speaks for itself: the month in which it 
reached its destination the greater quantity of supplies was that, in November, we lost five 
ships to 29 ships - traveling outward, while in October it had lost 10 on 48. 

In December, the losses were small in absolute terms, because they were able to 
leave for Tripoli only seven ships of modest size, being now our business to supply 
concentrated 
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on Tunisia. The small loss in January was due to the sinking of the last ship, which had left 
for Tripoli on December 30. 

As shown, the total percentage of lost loads of those sent was among the highest of 
the various periods of traffic with Libya: 39.3%. 

The transport of staff (Figure 7) were mild, and all during the months of October and 
November, as it is not more than strengthen an Army now range from time to maximum 
force compatible with the possibilities of supply and adequate -at quantitatively less - 
operational needs, but only to send men involved, for the most part, use of weapons and 
vehicles shipped to Libya. The losses occurred in October alone. 


b) Military ships. 

We have already seen in the previous paragraph that the naval vessels has turned 60 
transport missions of supplies, with 113 ships - travel on the routes of the high seas, as well 
as three missions along the Libyan coast with 8 ship - trip subsidiaries. 

In these missions they were lost 4 ships, namely: 

-The 7 October 1942 the Mz.73/, sailing from Piraeus to Tobruk along with 3 other 
landing craft, to the poor conditions of the hull due to damage suffered during the air raid on 
Tobruk on 30 September; 

-The January 14, 1943 the submarine Narvalo on a return trip from Tripoli to 
Taranto, to enemy action; 

-The 16 January 1943 the Mz.750 for grounding because of bad weather on the coast 
of Pantelleria, as he returned to Tripoli in Italy; 

-The January 20, 1943 the submarine Santarosa, for stranding followed by attacks 
on the British motor torpedo boats off the roadsted of Caliuscia a few hundred meters from 
the port of Tripoli; 41 tons of cargo were onboard the submarine had been able to unload. 

These four units are added: the Mz.7/6, lost on November 17 for grounding in the 
Gulf of Sirte, while headed for Tripoli in relation to the initiate evacuation of Benghazi; the 
submarine Sciesa, which sank in the port of Tobruk by aerial bombs on November 6 shortly 
after finishing the discharge of the material (85 tons.); the Mz. 702 
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and 725) for air strike on Jan. 27, 1943 in the port of Zuara where they were distributed 
from Tripoli on the eve of its fall. 

Ultimately all the material entrusted to military ships arrived at its destination. It is 
included in the general statistics, given in Figure 9. 

The crossings performed by military ships loaded with supplies for the operating 
troops should be remembered that the group constituted by the DD Da Recco (Capt. Vasc. 
Aldo Cocchia), Bersagliere (Capt. Frig. Anselmo Lazzarini) and Corazziere (Capt. Frig. 
Antonio Monaco Longano). 

The three units had left Taranto, aimed at Tobruk, at 17:45 on 31 October with a 
total load of 196 tons of ammunition and 3 tons of artillery materials. Starting from 02:00 1 
November they suffered five attacks of bombers and 2 of torpedo planes. The attacks did not 
achieve the purpose of putting the ships out of service, maneuvering with readiness and skill 
under attack. 

Only Corazziere had on board some splinters of bombs exploded nearby. During 
torpedo attacks occurred one of the strangest cases that can be mentioned: one - of torpedoes 
launched from the aircraft fell on the bow of the Da Recco without exploding, then it slid 
into the sea causing only damage caused by the impact of the huge mass of the torpedo 
hiting the destroyer. 


Numerous were the escort missions, as shown in the following table (including 
convoys and deep sea routes, on the outward and return, and coastal): 




















months Escort -trip | Steamers -trip 
October 168 105 
November 88 86 
December 10 17 
January 6 16 
Total 224 272 

















Making relations between units - travel escort and steamers-trip you have: 
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months Reports 
in October 1.6 
in November 1.02 
December 0.6 
in January 0.4 


It sees itself as the availability of suitable ships to escort task (DD and TB) has 
decline the oil stocks to over time, - decrease mainly due to the demands of traffic security 
with Tunisia - from 1 November onwards. 

This decrease was very strong, so that for every ship - travel escort was reduced 
from October to January to the fourth part: many ships had to sail without protection. 

To compensate to some extent the lower protective efficiency of traffic, in December 
and January sallies, for a convoy of particular importance antisubmarine vessels (Vas): 11 
December and 6 January. But they had a very small capacity for flak action and were 
unsuited to escort services offshore. 

As to the losses, in addition to those of the 8 ships in the shipping service already 
mentioned, if they include 14 more at sea and 4 in port: 

- | destroyer in October, per submarine action; 

- 1 torpedo boat in November, for boating accident; 

- 1 torpedo boat in December, by the action of surface ships; 

- | German submarine in October, by the action of surface ships; 

- 10 ships minor - and subsidiaries, of which 6 per action in January of surface ships; 

- | torpedo boat in the harbor, in November; 

- 3 auxiliary ships in port, including one in November and 2 in January. 

Divided by months, the losses were: 

- 2 in October, 

- 7 in November, 

- 1 in December, 

- 15 in January, 

10 of them at sea and 7 in port: of the first, four were in escort service. 
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3. - FINAL SYNTHESIS. 

In defense of the traffic, of Libya after 1 October 1942, there are two periods. 

The first goes until November 12, important date because that day was the last of the 
resistance of the easternmost of our Libyan bases, that of Tobruk, which fell into British 
hands, and at the same time was the first in which - with the arrival, Bizerte the first convoy 
- he was begun the establishment of the front of Tunisia. 

In this period, in order to feed the stamina of the Army of Rommel they were sent to 
the British pressure 52 convoys on the total of 72, that is, three-quarters, with an average 
intensity of 5 convoys every 4 days. 

In the second period the pressing needs of the opening of a new front in Tunisia on 
the one side, and the decreased ability to absorb traffic from Libyan ports, reduced to a 
single port of Tripoli after the fall of Benghazi (20 November) on the other hand, were the 
underlying causes of the depletion of the traffic with Libya. In fact in the 70 days 
constituting the second period they were sent only 17 convoys with an average of a train 
every 4 days. 

The offensive it, not against traffic continued with features now well illustrated in 
the two previous volumes”, resulting in the loss at sea of 17 ships in the first period (one 
every two days and a half) and 21 ships in second (one every three and a half days 
approximately). 

It is interesting to note that of these 38 ships, 20 were sunk on paths forward, 6 of 
those coastal and 12 of those return, which means that the offense focused more against the 
loaded steamers, as it was logical to happen. 

The simultaneous loss of 18 ships in ports (7 of 25 referred to diagram no. 4 were 
tugs) did not affect disturbingly on the availability of the fleet, until after the start of 
operations in Tunisia: 14 of the 18 ships were lost in port between November 12 and the fall 
of Tripoli. 





(1) Vol. VI and VII of the Official Historical of the Italian Navy in this series "The Italian 
Navy in World War II." 
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Table x. 
Convoy | ae - traveling 
Month _ a se ) 
| Outward In Return Outward In Return 
| 
October «= 0% 2 . 40 | 21 48 29 
November ..... a an 32 28 
December ...... | 8 8 10 8 
January -+-:+:-. — 14 cial 16 
Total ... 72 66 go | 81 














In total of 138 convoys with 171 steamers - traveling 


To these main convoys they have added 8, including 10 large motor 
sailing vessels, 4, outward: and 6, in return. 


























Table 2. 
ee ee at yes = Se ee ee ee ee 
| Type of Ship 
Month | DD & TB | Submarine | Landing Craft 
| . . 
: Shi 5 Ships : Ships 
Trips Trips Trips “Trips Trips Trips 
October tf. @ 6 9 9 I | 11 (1) 
November 1c Ic 16 | 6 I5¢ 46¢ 
December _ = = 9 ae aa = 
| 
January ae — 3 3 4 12 














(1) Aggregate of two convoys of ships 


The letter c written next to some figures indicate journeys on the lines of the coastal 
traffic 
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TABLE 
Port Tobruk Bengasi Tripoli 
Month a Convoys | Ships Convoys | Ships | Convoys | Ships 
October 14 aw | 4s 6 20 24 
November 3 5 6 8 15 19 
December Nee ite pea. Pn 8 10 
January ie —_ | a = = = 
Lat 17 | 23 we | te | me | Re 
\ 
TABLE 
aia Attacchi sitar 
Ships Submarines Ircra 
Month at 
Pa 
October é «umes — Il 33 
November ; .aaas = 7 19 
DEGEMDEr , ¢ aie s 2 5 14 
January | s eames 2 8 8 
Total 4 31 74 
Grand Total : Iog. 
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TABLE s. 
Localita October November December January Total 
Sida. = os 3 I — I 5 
Tobruk . . 16 2 — _ 18 
Bengasi . . 4 y — — II 
Tripoli .. — vj 9 II 27 
Total .. | a3 CO 17 9 12 61 








Grand Total : 6 Attacks. 





Note - On the basis of Italian departure of convoys in October there was no attack; from 
November onwards attacks are indicated in the table relative to Tunisia. 

There are no data for Greek bases, except for Suda where the convoys formed in 
Cyrenaica, bringing together ships from Greek ports. 
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GRAPTH . 3. 





Oct. Nov. . Dec. Jan, 


Perdite di trasporti in mare ripartite per cause. 


Surface Ships 9 
Submarine etter gy 22 
AGIAN i ee oe is 17 60. 
Mine I 


Incident or cause unknown 


Note. - The ship sunk by a mine is included in those lost to accidents. 
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GRAPTH_ 5. 





Air strikes on bases (monthly frequencies and ships lost) 


Attacks 


Merchant ship 2 2 ———————— 
Warship te ee ee a a 


Total attacks: 61, including 5 of Suda, 18 of Tobruk, 11 of 
Benghazi, 27 Tripoli 


Notes. - The two highest in November and January are due 
to ships abandoned in port and sabotaged after the evacuation of 
Benghazi to Tripoli in November and in January. The attacks on 
the starting points of convoys after the beginning of the struggle 
in Tunisia are shown in the diagram for traffic with Tunisia. 
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Cargo departed and arrived in tons 
(with the percentages of the loads) 


Departures : 183 133 tons 
Arrivals .: 111 201 (60,7°%). 
Loses .: 71932 (39,3%). 
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GRAPTH 7. 
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CHAPTER III. 


TRAFFIC WITH TUNISIA 


1. - MERCANTILE SHIPS AVAILABLE. 


It should examine the situation of merchant vessels available in our country when the 
Allies landed in Algeria, considering that it was the last and most serious effort made by 


Italy prior to abandon North Africa. 


Consider ships with a gross tonnage exceeding 500 tons, being the only practically 


be used with any time on any itinerary in the Mediterranean. 


On 7 November 1942 were in service, in figures rounded to thousands: 


























Ships | t.s.1. 
Italian built vessel and incorporated M7 411 1,559,000 
German ships 54 151,000 
Total 465 1,710,000 





The Italian ship must, however, be deducted as not available for traffic, or because 
not suitable (such as large transatlantic liners Rex and Conte di Savoia), or because acquired 
by the Navy (as the Augustus and Roma transforming into aircraft carriers, armed support 
ships and hospital ships), or because it used to other trades irrepressible (domestic supplies 


from some 





(1) It was a foreign ships (French, Yugoslav, Greek, English) incorporated in our merchant fleet after 


arrest or detention, or requisition 
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Mediterranean areas, tankers for transporting oil from the Black Sea, traffic with 
Albania and with Greece and the Dodecanese), or because under repair: all this fleet was 
approximately 1,100,000 tones. 

Remained ultimately be used on the route to Tunisia, between Italians and Germans, 
175 ships to 610 thousand tons. 

With these ships had to face for two and a half months (November 8, 1942 - January 
23 1943) the contemporary trade with Libya and Tunisia, and later with only Tunisia. 

Should certainly say that of the 175 ships available to you gave to fuel fighting in 
Libya and Tunisia, were lost 85 ships (54 of them at sea and in port 31, for a total of 
319,881 GRT); is appropriate, therefore, the status of "route of death" that the universal 
feeling of admiration for the heroic tenacity with which the crews faced the pitfalls and 
dangers of the sea ports, wanted to attribute the. 

Despite the loss of 48.5% (85 of 175) of the ships, the situation could be faced, 
because they could be put into service in that period 169 ships for new buildings and for 
embedding foreign units, almost all French: 94 Italian ships and 75 German ships“. These 
169 units had a total tonnage of 588,387 GRT and they lost 61 (33 Italian and 28 German) to 
183,912 GRT, ie 36%. 


2. - GENERAL TRAFFIC. 

a) The theater of operations. 

The theater of operations involved in the defense of traffic, is represented in charts 8 
and 9 appropriate to examine in its impact on the length of stay in sea convoys, since the 
start of traffic on routes in the new than frequented until the transfer of the land struggle 
from Libya to Tunisia. 





(1) For new buildings entered service 9 motor ships: Manzoni (4550 GRT), Oriani (4308 GRT), 
Carbonello (1593 GRT), Emma (7931 GRT), Marco Foscarini IT (6406 GRT), Ombrina (6400 GRT), Niccolé 
Tommaseo (4572 GRT), Tanker Carnaro (8,257 GRT), Alfieri (4573 GRT). In addition, two steamers: Monte 
Cengio and Monte Santo both 1 850 GRT 
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Here are the distances measured along the routes shown in Figure 9, referring both to 
the direct paths is the same increased by 10 '% to take account of zigzagging along the lines 
of march. 
































From to Tunis to Bizerte 
Direct | + 10% | Direct | + 10% 
Naples 328 361 328 361 
Messina | 312 343 316 348 
Palermo | 202 222 206 227 
Trapani | 157 173 166 183 











At these distances, referring only to the zigzagging paths, they matched the 
following crossing time, rounded up to half an hour without distinguishing between Tunis 
and Bizerte, given the small differences between the distances for these two ports of arrival. 






































Routes Duration of crossings hours 

8 knots | 10 knots | 12 knots | 15 knots | 25 knots 
From Naples 45 36 30 24 14.5 
From Messina 43 34.5 29 23 14 
From Palermo 28 22.5 19 15 9 
From Trapani 22 18 15 12 7 








Because the best ships were lost during the 29 months of fighting in Libya, most of 
the convoys could not sail at more than 8 or 10 knots; few to 12 knots and very few at 15. 
The 25 knots were sustainable by only the destroyers that who contributed very relevant to 
the transport of men and far less of material. 

As, in a phase of the war in which British ships and aircraft were equipped with 
radar, the night did not constitute more than a protective element of appreciable magnitude, 
was part of a certain guarantee of secrecy in the departure leave the ports in the dark, while 
It was advantageous to reach their destination at dawn to quickly introduce unloading. 
Atriving at sunset would have been had the double disadvantage of having to work in the 
dark with the lights dimmed and can not deal adequately with the air strikes, for lack of 
nocturnal fighters and poor effectiveness of air defense. 

On the other hand, arrive at dawn meant to travel at night routes between the 
minefields, often relying on a estimate 
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difficult to do, with satisfactory approximation, in a strait so often stormy winter as the 
Sicilian Channel. Day - being the distance of 70 miles between Marettimo and Cape Bon - 
you would remain only for a short distance without landmarks. 

These two conflicting requirements were added, such as disruptive elements of the 
problem to solve rationally times running of convoys, the end times - cargo ships in the 
ports of departure and the need (as it appeared) to bring together in unity emerging from 
different sea ports, before tackling the final stretch - between the Egadi and the Tunisian 
coast - that was the most dangerous. 

Examination of hours of arrival in Tunis and Bizerte convoys is that they are 
distributed between the mornings and afternoons, with a certain focus - the morning, 
remembering that for about half of the period between November and early May They had 
an average of 9 to 10 hours of light. 

This means that the navigation took place mainly during the hours of darkness and 
that circumstances have led to do more as you could and as you would want to do. 

b) traffic performance. 


The traffic began immediately with the intense pace, so much so that between 12 and 
30 November reached Tunisia over 25 convoys comprising 42 ships, plus a number of 
motor-sailing. 

The intensity of traffic throughout the period, which was six months exactly, shown 
in Table 6, which refers only to convoys consisting of steamships and motor ships. 

The table tells how it was made the greatest effort in the first 80 days (12 November 
to 31 January), in order to strengthen as soon as possible the forces that were gathering in 
Tunisia. The pace of traffic then declined following the loss of ships. 

To major convoys must add another 28, including 31 motor-sailing, outward and 6 
with 11 motor-sailing, in return. In April and May he did not use motor-sailing. 

They conspired to transport many military ships: destroyer that carried only men 
with their equipment and personal weapons; submarines and landing craft which was instead 
entrusted materials and ammunition. This competition, which will be analyzed in the next 
section, was impressive, with 136 trips and 545 ship - trip. 
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The coastal traffic between the ports in Tunisia (Bizerte, Tunisia, Sousse, Sfax) was 
modest. 

In the final stage of the failure of the land front was not possible to arrange the 
evacuation of the troops. Only some hospital ships could embark on various points along the 
coast a number of injured and sick, so saving them from captivity. The few hundred men, 
who managed to evade capture on the eve of the surrender, they resorted to makeshift 
equipment found on site or embarked on anti-submarine torpedo boats and patrol boats sent 
from Sicily: 16 in 6 groups. 

In recent months the routes through the minefields were partially and occasionally 
abandoned, because now adversary identified who rested in mines passages left by us, 
forcing us to a heavy work, dredging; on them the greatest danger was posed by air strikes, 
which - as you will see in the next paragraph - were 166 in 180 days, of which up to 55 in 
April. In the course of them you could not be applied, without intolerable risks for the 
narrowness and the insidiousness of the water, and to that good element of defense that is 
constituted by the hijacking and the scattering of the units. It was then adopted a new path, 
which gave good results until the enemy was able to locate and attack with units located in 
Malta as well as with aircraft. This route passed between the Sicilian coast and the Egadi, 
continued for some distance towards Pantelleria, then he bent towards Cape Kelibia skirting 
the south side of the minefields and finally, along the peninsula of Cape Bon, debouched in 
the Gulf of Tunis, continuing on routes coastal up to Bizerte for convoys in the latter port 
(Figure 9). 

Similarly exposed to attacks from the left side was the stretch of the route not 
protectable by that side with benches mines on account of the deep water, between the Egadi 
and the Keith rock. 

As it will appear from the narrative of the events which are dedicated chapters, 
traffic suffered several attacks by unit area (and submarines) right on unprotected sections of 
the two paths now described. 

Returning now to the enemy air offensive, it could be conducted with a group of 
some 5,000 aircraft, of which two-fifths bombers and torpedo boats, two fifths and one-fifth 
fighter reconnaissance. 
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More than half of these air forces gravitate in Tunisia and in the Sicilian Channel. 

Crucial importance for their effects on the performance of traffic - had - in addition 
to air strikes against convoys at sea: - attacks on bases and ports, whose monthly shown in 
Table 7: they produce losses or damage to the ships, hampered the unfolding of loading and 
unloading, lengthening the stops in p, orchards resulting in decrease in the rate of departure 
of the convoys, destroying part of the materials parked on the docks or lying in the holds of 
ships at berth. 

To cope with this situation in part tried to exploit for the boarding even minor ports 
in the southern Tyrrhenian Sea, but, obviously, this makeshift could use only occasionally, 
especially for the gathered and the transport of men only, given the limited logistics capacity 
of these ports. 

Fortunately the Anglo - Americans did not have more units of major ships 
(battleships and aircraft carriers) for actions against our traffic with Tunisia. There they 
destined a light division (cruisers and destroyers), which, despite our air raids on Bona, 
remained placed for a long time, another similar division detached from Alexandria to 
Malta, and squadrons of destroyers and torpedo boats. Against our ships more could not 
have to intervene, not because located in La Spezia from early December, as for lack of 
escort ships and aircraft and for lack of fuel. 


3. - TRAFFIC ANALYSIS. 


a) Merchant ships. 

In paragraph b) of the previous paragraph are grouped in the table all the convoys 
made with steamers, whether traveling forward and in those returning. 

We see now the same convoys, in one way, broken down by destination ports, 
indicating the number of ships - travel (Table 8). 

It is clear from the table as the busiest port traffic has been to Bizerte, followed 
closely by the port of Tunis. Sfax was used minimally, both for its 
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low potential, and for its too close to the front line of the battle that gave Mareth, in late 
March, with the consequent evacuation of Sfax and Sousse on 10 and 12 April, as stated in 
paragraph 2 -a. 

As well as this paragraph dedicated to carriage with merchant ships, should 
definitely give the statistical picture of the competition served to transport military units, 
which was really impressive (Table 9). 

Bringing together the data in Table 9 with those of previous months and doing sums 
for the figures contained in the various columns, limited to units - travel, which are the ones 
that matter most, you get the statistical data gathered in Table 10. 

It seems evident that the use of military ships to compete with supplies of men and 
material, necessary for the armed fighters in Tunisia, has been growing in connection with 
the decreasing availability of merchant ships as a result of the losses. 

Should immediately report to the overall figures of men and materials transported by 
sea is during, and months of struggle in Tunisia, and then do some analytical considerations. 


Men carried. T7,741 
"Arrived 72,246 (92.9%) 
“Lost. 5,495 (7.1%) 

Materials transported. 433,169 
“Arrived. 306,532 (70.8%) 
“Lost. 126,637 (29.2%) 


If you compare these figures with those for the long period of fighting in the Libyan 
territory, we note that at 8.35% of men lost at sea between June 10, 1940 and January 23, 
1943 is 7.1% and that against 14%, of material loss is 29.2%. 

This is because that in round numbers 52,000 men were transported by the 
destroyers without appreciable losses. In fact, five destroyers lost during, transport missions, 
one (the Lampo) sunk by aircraft on April 30 was loaded with ammunition, two (the 
Malocello and Ascari) sunk by hitting mines the 24" and two others (and the Pancaldo and 
the German Hermes) sunk on April 30 by aircraft had on board a total 1,200 German 
soldiers, but these could be saved almost entirely. 
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Therefore the 5495 soldiers lost had virtually all boarded steamships, and so on 25,700 in 
round numbers (77,741-52,000) the percentage loss for these was 21.5%, which is much 
higher than that on the transport of men to Libya. 

Figure 10 shows how just under half (43.1%) of men lost, were introduced during 
the month of December, when they were transported the maximum number (21,872, of 
which 14,677 from destroyers and 7,195 by steamers). Of these 7,195 died at sea well in 
2,369, which is almost exactly one-third (1). 


As for the losses of merchant ships, you can make several considerations suggested 
by a review of charts 11 and 12. 

First of all it is worth repeating that the difficulty of maintaining traffic with Tunisia 
they recorded a decisive air strikes on the bases. 

Of 254 merchant ships lost (154 steamers and 100 motor-sailing) well 154 were 
destroyed in ports. Of the latter, 84 were the only in March and April and 34 in the first ten 
days of May, that is, in the final phase of the campaign, when the enemy felt the need for its 
purpose to trigger the air offensive with the greatest energy, both stepping up the pace of the 
bombing on the ports, and - above all - using in each air attack formations increasingly 
numerous. 

These air strikes against the accommodations port and ships at berth, they recorded 
60.6% on total losses of ships: that is, it was more dangerous to be in port and at sea, 
especially for small units - such as motor-sailing - of which only 15 were lost at sea, while 
some 85 were destroyed at their berth. 

This seems obvious, when you think that the enemy attack was concentrated on 
convoys important and not on small boats sailors generally isolated, as we have seen in the 
preceding paragraph (28 - going travel, motor with 31 units - trip). 

The chart says 12 how they were mainly submarines and aircraft to determine the 
losses at sea and as the first to have 





(1) The aviation concurred to the rapid transport of men with a constant coming and 
going of convoys planes that carried 71,892 soldiers. They were destroyed by the enemy 82 
transport aircraft. 
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achieved top results in December and February, while the aircraft have increased their 
success in virtually continuous if we consider that the 6 ships sunk in May they were in just 
10 days. 

The graphs 11 and 12 deduce the following percentages of causes of loses: 


Surface ships 4.3% | 
Submarines. 13% | 
Planes 13.8% At sea 39.4% 
Mines A8% | 
Various causes 3.5% | 
In port 60.6% | 


If we go by the number of ships to gross registered tonnage (Figure 13) it is found 
that just over two-thirds of the tonnage was lost at sea and just under a third port. Dividing 
the two tonnages for the respective unit numbers are obtained the two individual tonnages: 
2570 for ships sunk at sea and 815 for those destroyed in port. This wide gap (much sharper 
than detected talking traffic operations with Libya in paragraph 2 - to Chapter IT) is due to 
the large number of motor-sailingsunk in the ports. 


To close this subject is interesting to review the losses referring to graphs 14, 15, 16, 
17, in which it compared the number of attacks at sea with the figures for losses and 
damages produced by the various means of offense and by other causes. It was considered 
appropriate to take account now of the damaged ships, because the impossibility of using 
them for longer or shorter periods of time, depending on the severity of the damage they 
reported, engraved on the availability of the ship so far from negligible inasmuch as it was 
well 223 damaged ships. 
Graph 14 gives the overall picture of the phenomenon, but it is not as eloquent as the 
three successes there. 
You are known as: 
- Surface ships have been operating sporadically with decisive results than the 
number of attacks carried out; 
- The submarines were able to act with greater intensity in the first months, to a 
lesser extent of the minefields (which went - as you will see - growing over time) 
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while getting mixed results with respect to the frequency of attacks: so, for 
example, is known as the 10 ships hit in the November 20 attacks matched by 
improved 12 ships hit in the Feb. 10 attacks; 

- The aircraft were exceptionally active in April, but getting in 55 attacks results 
slightly below those of January with 27 attacks. The variability of the results 
obtained, even more pronounced than for the submarines, is evident from the 
series of relationships between the number of attacks per month and that of units 
monthly affected: 3 - 2.8 - 5 - 5.4 -2.5—6.1 - 1.33. The return of the planes had 
then an erratic; listing the month, corresponding to various reports, in increasing 
order of performance of the attacks starting from the minimum to the maximum, 
we have: in April, February, January, November, December, March, May. 
Research the causes of these fluctuations, which do not follow any law, it is 
virtually impossible: you have contributed more factors, such as weather 
conditions, the efficiency of defense expressed itself from time to time by the 
unit attached, the ability of personnel striker, and not least fortunate. 

Chart 18 is the one that allows you to conclude these considerations: it refers only to 
the damaged ships, for which there was the greatest gap between the number of those 
injured in the ports and those damaged in shipping. 

Finally, a few digits synthetic grouping the ships available, those lost and those 
injured in traffic only Tunisian, neglecting, motorized Sailing vessels, but including ships 
with a tonnage of less than 500 ts.1."”: 


Steamers employed 344 (See paragraph 1) 
= Lost. 154) 
t292 
7 Damaged 138) 


This means that only 52 merchant ships were unhurt in the maritime - harbor cyclone 
created by the struggle on Tunisian soil, ie 15.2%. Route of death! 





(1) The motorized Sailing vessels-lost (101 in total, between sea and ports), not to 
that amassed 7,995 GRT, equivalent to only two ships of medium capacity. 
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And we come to the loads of materials transported, which of course include all kinds 
of supplies: weapons, ammunition, fuel, food, impediment of any kind. 

We should say, first of all, the way could be used as the flow of the ships. 

The tonnage - gross globally was used in round numbers of 1,340,000 GRT, with a 
corresponding net capacity of about 1.75 million tons. 

Since they were transported 433,000 tons of materials, the available flow was used 
for 24.7. 

An owner, with the commercial mentality of peacetime, bankruptcy judge such a low 
utilization of capacity of its own ships. But in times of war - and in which the acute phase of 
the war in winter 1942-43! - A number of disturbing elements in the aforementioned, 
intervened to prevent ships were better utilized, thus decreasing the number of ships - travel 
and therefore the risks of the crossings: 

- Delays in putting in loads; 

- Slowness of the operations of loading and unloading to the effect of aerial 
bombardment; 

- Consequent need, with the urgency almost always looming, to start the steamers 
with what they had on board, is not to keep them too long exposed to aerial attacks in ports, 
both to avoid delaying the arrival at destination of at least a rate of what was requested from 
time to time, by the authorities of the Army. 

The overall percentage of 24.7% of capacity utilization is, more or less, analyzed in different 
months: 20% in November, when the rush to send materials combined with the need to 
provide for Libya not allowed load satisfactorily each departing ship, unless you wait a 
number of days is incompatible with the urgency of transmission; 30 -35% in December and 
January; 50% from February onwards, when the growing number of ships damaged or sunk 
in the port (Figure 11) obliged to charge more ships remained free, transshipping with the 
maximum load part or all of the load than the same convoy in the making hit by aerial 
bombs. 

Because in 180 days there were 260 steamers - round trip, the average daily number 
of steamboats traveling to Tunisia was almost 1.5 units, compared with almost a return (169 
in 180 days). 
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Note how the difference of 91 ships between the outward and the return is in the 
order of magnitude of those lost at sea (84). 

The losses of the loads were obviously developing very close to a loss of tonnage, as 
appears from the comparison between Figure 19 and Figure 13, with differences depending 
on the tonnage of the various ships that had the misfortune of being sunk. 

The maximum loss in absolute terms occurred in March. But in relative value it 
occurred in May (76.7%); in March and April they occurred leakage rates virtually equal 
(41.4% and 41.2%); In other months, the losses fluctuated around 25%. November was the 
lucky month for the not yet organized forces to attack the opponent, with no leakage, 
vacuum being sunk on a mine on the return journey only one ship (already mentioned), the 
Citta di Napoli of 5,418 GRT Another mined sank on 1 December the Citta di Trapani, that 
was started from Naples to Bizerte on 30 November. 

It is also interesting to make a few comments on the use of steamers. 

In the 20 days of November half of the ships employed made a single trip (round 
trip) and the other half two trips; in December, 90% of ships used performed a journey and 
10% two trips; in each of the next months each ship, with rare exceptions, it made one trip. 

Given the short distance involved, it would appear that the vessel had been little 
used. But besides the mentioned causes of trouble and delay, there were three that helped 
cause huge delays in the redeployment of the same steamers: 

- Can not unload the steamers ready at the start, because damaged by air strikes in 
the port; 

- Delays for frequent breakdowns and repairs at a naval material already worn out or 
recently entered service after a long period of inactivity (as in France); 

- Extension of the routes, when it came to run loads in the north of Naples or in the 
Ionian Sea (Taranto and Brindisi). 

In the previous paragraph was a table containing information relating to the data for 
the air strikes on the main ports used for traffic Tunisian. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 51 


It is useful now to analyze the phenomenon with the help of a second table (Table 
11) that brings out the correspondence between the number of attacks per month and losses 
of merchant ships and military caused by the attacks themselves. 

It can be seen by examining the table, increasing the destructive effect obtained by 
the opponent, for the most part due to the increasing grandeur of the air formations 
employed. 

Ships lost, which appear in Table 11 (and we focus on the military in the next 
section), there are those damaged: 107 steamers and 68 motor-sailing, including 223 in the 
damaged ships in total, of which it is already subject. 

It is interesting to note here that, while the lost ships to mobile forces attack are 
divided into 79 and 154 respectively in the sea and in port, the damaged ones are 
respectively 26 and 175 (107 + 68 steamers, motor) that is the number of damaged port is 
much higher than that of damaged at sea as compared to the number of the lost in port 
compared with that of the lost at sea. This can be explained by the fact that the bombing in 
the port (soon to become carpet) struck indiscriminately a greater number of ships gathered 
at berth in a small space, while at sea were targeted individual ships with a higher 
percentage of fatal shots . 

The gap is even more evident if we refer only to ships at sea affected by aircraft, 
which were virtually the only cause of the losses and damages suffered by the ships in the 
ports: lost at sea for air action 34 and 15) in the port, 10 and 175 damaged. 


b) Military vessels. 

Warships, with the exception of the battleships and cruisers that for reasons already 
clarified could not be used, played three types of fundamental activities: 

-escort of convoys, 

-laying of minefields, 

-transport of men and materials. 

The latter type of activities have been discussed. 

As for the escort service, the table 12 it highlights clear that the figures refer to 
escort-trip and steamers - trip. 
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The first thing that attracts attention is the increased oil stocks in the round trips: 
report escort/ships 1.38 in round 1.03 in return. This weigh that while outward (when the 
ships were loaded and then you had to defend them better interest) were often reinforced 
stocks in the most dangerous in the Sicilian Channel, on return trips convoys sailed with 
only escort in ports of departure without competition for reinforcements during the crossing. 

If we look at the monthly trend of that relationship, limiting the travel forward, it is 
found that it took on in the next months the following values: 1,2 - 1.3 - 1.4- 1.6- 1.8 - 1. 
04 - 0.66. 

That grew steadily until the month of March inclusive, then decreased significantly 
and progressively in April and May. This was also due to the severe attrition (and losses) of 
destroyers and corvettes, so the material could not support the last period of the Tunisian 
campaign effort that had been imposed in the first five months, during three initials of which 
had to contribute to the protection of trade with Libya. 


About the laying of mines, there were employed destroyer in the Strait of Sicily and 
the German torpedo boats (the only adaptable in order) along the Tunisian coast between 
Cape de Fer and Cape Bon. 

This activity, which constitutes one of the forms of indirect protection of traffic, is 
brought out in Table 13. 

It is to remember that the first mission, accomplished in the night between 7 and 8 
November, participated along with 6 DD also the new light cruiser Attilio Regolo (Chapt. 
Frig. Umberto Del Grande), which - on the route return - was torpedoed at 10:24 on 8 
November 340° to 5 miles from the Sicilian Cape San Vito by the British submarine 
Unruffled. The torpedo carried the bow clean off, but the cruiser was able to reach the port 
of Palermo: the bow was rebuilt and was able to resume his duties a few days before the 
armistice of 8 September 1943. 


And now, to get an idea of the overall effort supported by destroyers gather together 
the statistical elements of every form of activity, counting all the crossings (travel or, if you 
prefer) carried, those outward and return for transport missions and mining (Table 14). 
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The table shows that total were 409 crossings for a set of 968 ship-trip “”. 

In the sea there were so average daily 5.4 destroyers and corvettes (968: 180): high 
amount compared to the number of ships of this type available. 

There were units that in some month spent at sea about 80% of the time. 

As for the losses, the sacrifice of the military ships was of a magnitude similar to that 
proportion of merchant vessels: 76 lost at sea and 71 lost in port (plus than 38 of these were 
scuttled when the abandonment of Tunisia) oa 


4. -FINAL SYNTHESIS. 

In the tragic events of the "route of death" we can distinguish three phases. 

The first phase - very short - comes to the end of November and therefore includes 
only 20 days, counting from the 11", the date of departure of the first convoy. It is 
characterized by the absence of losses; despite considerable use of submarines by the 
enemy, is lost only one ship (previously mentioned) for collision with a mine. 

The second phase can be considered as comprising the quarter December-January- 
February. In this period it is manifested from the beginning, with the brilliant episode of the 
destruction of an entire convoy of four ships by a Light Division (Force Q), the will of the 
opponent to interfere with the utmost energy in our traffic. During the quarter, 37 ships were 
lost at sea (in addition to the 4 now mentioned), of which 16 sunk by submarines, 12 
airplanes, from 7 mines, | surface ship and from | to cause remained unknown. This- period 
is therefore characterized by the prevalence of offensive submarines. 





(1) When comparing Table 14 with Table 9 it is found that the number of trips for transport missions 
is twice as many as one-way, while those of the DD -trip in March and April are less than twice because in the 
round trips in March we lost 2 DD (Malocello and Ascari) and those of April 3 DD (Pancaldo, Lampo and 
Hermes). 

(2) See Volume I: "Warships lost." 
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The third phase is the period of the decisive struggle: preparation by the British 
offensive which began on March 20 and its continuation, with alternative breaks and 
shooting, until the annihilation of our strength; our inability to continue to maintain the pace 
of departure of the convoy's suppliers to height, the operational needs land; intensification of 
the attack enemy aircraft and sea ports. 

During the phase (70 days) were lost at sea 42 ships, of which 8 sunk by submarines, 
21 airplanes, 3 mines, 6 from surface ships, 4 for accidents and various causes. Prevalence 
in aircraft, measuring losses. 


As to the intensity of traffic provided: 

- 1" phase (20 days): 25 convoys went, 

=o" phase (90 days): 77 convoys went, 

=a phase (70 days): 36 convoys went. 

Average: 1.25 convoys daily during the first period; 0.86 convoys during the second; 
0.51 convoys during the third, with clear progressive decrease in the pace of departures. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 




































































Page 55 
TABLE 6. 
Convoys Steamers - Trips 
Month 
Departing Return Departing Return 
November <a & 25 20 42 ay 
December: .... 36 23 64 28 
January tee 23 1g 51 36 
February <-+-:- 18 9 34 17 
March se. ema 16 14 37 30 
April ws eeus 16 18 26 30 
May: ree nes 4 I 6 I 
Total 2a 138 104 260 169 
In total therefore 242 convoys with 429 steamers - Trip 
TABLE z. 
Localita Nov. | Dec. | Jan. Feb. Mar. | Apr. | May — 
Napoli —| 5 I 6} ~ 6): sme I 28 
Messina —|— 8 3 4). 3] 5 30 
Palermo 1} — 3 6 5 8 3 26 
Trapani 2 2 8 4| — 7 4 20 
Cagliari A\ —}| —| 6 a ee 14 
Tunisi <= 3 ae 2 3 3 13 
Biserta 5 5 8 5 4.9 = 36 
Sfax =) Qh a ae 2; — 25 
Susa = 9 7 I 3 I} — 21 
Total ia) gu | 34) Stl ge 4S et 213 
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TABLE g. 

Port Biserta Tunisi Susa Sfax 
Month Cony. | Ships | Conv. | Ships | Conv. | Ships | Conv. | Ships 
November 15 30 ae a I I I I 
December 20 38 9 | 18 6 % I I 
January 15 37 y age ee 23, 4 4 —| — 
February 7 | 16 9 16 2 | —| — 
March 8 19 7 i: a i) | = 
April 3 4 13 22 ea, 
May = a3 4 6 =o im — = 
anes) 68 | 144 | 54 | 99 | 14] 15| 2] 2 

Table . 
Viaggi (sola andata) compiuti da 
Month Destroyers Submarines Landing Craft 
: Ships - ; Ships - ; Ships - 

Trips Trip Trips Trip Trips Trip 
November 5 10 neg as 3 9 (1) 
December 18 48 = — 4 | 2 (2) 
January 2 42 | 1 I 3 | 7o%a) 
February 5 22 — — 15 71 (4) 

March II 21 I I 20 101 

April 5 Io — _ 1g 107 

hat — — — 4 20 

Total i a a fo LC ee 
56 | 153 | 2 2 78 | 390 








Totals: travel 136 ship - trips 545; plus 6 trips with 16 torpedo boats 
and Vas for recoveries staff and material on various points along the coast of 
Tunisia in May 1943. 


(1) Of which 5 aggregate to 2 ship convoys (2 & 3). That Note 4 instead of 
landing craft, auxiliary ships were for transportation troops with units 
aboard the 950 men of the "San Marco” regiment, which embarked at 
Cagliari. 

(2) All 12 aggregated to 3 convoys of ships (4,4,4). 

(3) Of which 10 aggregated to 3 Convoys of ships (3,3,4). 

(4) Of which 2 auxiliaries ships. 
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Table to. 
la ere 
Month Merchant ship Warships Relationship 
a b b/a 
November © ic i« «x 42 19 0545 
December ..--. 64 60 0,94 
January asses ac 51 113 2,2 
February «= % sas 34 93 2,9 
Maren © wee & & Os 37 123 32 
April ° ¢¢ee2e< 26 117 455 
May tm ee ee 6 36 (1) 6,0 
Total 260 561 2,16 
(1) This figure also includes 16 ships were employed to recover 
personal in the imminence of surrender. 
Table ry. 
ee We Ce gS en ee SE a eS 
Air attack Ships Sunk | 
Morith onthe a 
Ba Merchant Military 
November ... I2 I fo) I 
December .- - - 31 II a] 15 
January s6.. 34 8 5 | 13 
February «++. 32 17 o 17 
Weis oe eae 35 36 a 46 
April ed wo 48 | 47 | 14 | 61 
May mate 21 $a- | 38 72 
Total 213 154 I 225 
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Table 12. 
Trips in Departure =| ‘Trips in Return 
Month 
Escort Streamers | Escort Steamers 

November 51 42 27 27 

December 84 64 4I 28 

January 73 51 37 36 

February 53 34 21 17 

March 68 37 27 30 

Aptil sum ay 4 27 26 a 30 

May ot tee 4 6 | | I 

| | 
Total 360 260 = | «(C166 
Grand total: 535 escort — trips and 429 steamer - trips. 
Table 13. 
Destroyers German MTB 
Month 

Missions | Ships | Mines Layed| Missions _ Ships 
November 6 23 1719 ae | wn 
December 3 2 568 3 15 
January 3 b a 796 2 | 15 
February 2 Me 2 678 2 10 
March a — — 2 Io 
April 3 5 332 iq |e 
May = — — 4 20 
aaa 17 66 4093 28 140 








Notes - There is no exact data about the number of mines laid by the 
torpedo boats, but, the evidence available, it can be assumed that they have 
laid approximately 900 mines. 
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Table 14. 
Escort Transport Laying of Mines 
Month ae 
Trips ony - | Trips 1. - | Trips Snipe - 
- November 45 78 IO 20 12 46 
December 59 125 36 «| 9b 6 24 
January 42 I10 24 | 84 6 30 
February 47 74 10 | 44 4 22. 
March 30 | 95 22 | 40 = =e 
April 36 49 10 17 6 10 
May 4 4 — =e = ae 
Total 263 535 112 301 34 132 
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Men lost (with an indication of the departures and percentage losses). 


Loses : 5495 
Departures : 77 FAL 


Note - In the diagram at right angles the percentage of the lost refer to the total 
of the departures in each month. In polar percentages of the lost refer to total losses 
(5,495). 
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GRAPTH 12. 
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GRAPTH 13. 
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GRAPTH 14. 
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Comparison of losses and attacks at sea. 


Lost 79 ships, including 12 by surface ships, 33 submarines, 34 by air strikes. 
257 attacks, including 12 surface ships, 79 submarines, 166 aircraft. 








Attacks 257 
Ships Hit 105 — 
Ships Sunk = 7g ee = 


Ships Damaged =. 26 (105 — 79). 
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GRAPTH 15. 








Attacks 12 


Ships Hit a ee eee 
Sis Bink Pe eer nee Sere = 
Ships Damaged 3 (15 — 12). 


Notes - To facilitate interpretation the three diagrams have many points in common, they 
are left without the index figures on attacks, and are indicated by the letters c & a, respectively, 
those relating to the vessels Hit (c) and ships sink (a). 
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GRAPTH 17. 
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GRAPTH 18. 
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Departed: 433 169 
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Notes - In the diagram at right angles the percentages refer to the total of 


departures lost in each month. In polar percentages refer to the general total of 
the losses (126.637). 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE FIRST PHASE OF TRAFFIC LIBYAN 
(1 October 1942 - NOVEMBER 12 1942) 


1.- MEASURES TO TRY TO DEAL WITH THE SITUATION. 

Marshal Cavallero writes on 1 October 1942": "Tripoli should be repaired at any 
cost. This will only happen when we take to act on Malta." 

On | October resumed the air action against Malta, with the maximum intensity 
allowed by the availability of German and Italian aircraft based in Sicily. Despite the losses 
of planes rather high, the action continued with almost daily attacks, executed with more 
force when it came to give indirect protection to important transport at sea. The effect was 
that in October were sunk by enemy aircraft only 4 ships (while submarines sank 8); 
November 10 to 12 instead of the 5 ships lost, I was all for air action, but - for attrition 
Italian - German Air Force had decreased the intensity and power of the bombing of Malta. 

It was also done everything possible to provide aerial escort, within the limits of the 
range of the fighters, the convoys. 

On September 11 had been set up at Supermarina by proxy of the Supreme 
Command the "Committee for the organization and security of traffic with Africa", chaired 
by the Deputy Chief of Staff Navy, with the task to "examine questions relating to the 
organization and the protection of transport to propose to their respective higher authorities 
the necessary measures, within 





(1) UGO CAVALLERO: "Supreme Command -Diario 1940-43 of the Chief of the General 
Staff," Ed. Cappelli, 1948. 
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their respective competences, to achieve maximum efficiency.” 

They were part of the German Navy Commander in Italy (Adm. Weichold), a 
German Air Force General, the heads of the Navy and Air offices operations, Admiral of the 
Supermarina having charge of, traffic. 

On October 4 was held at the Supreme Command a session chaired by Mussolini. He 
pointed to the African sector as the most important and drew attention of those present on 
Tripoli, saying it was not enough to think about the opposite of El Alamein to Egypt but also 
that it was necessary to strengthen the defense of Tripoli so fatherly to any base departure 
for the occupation of Tunisia before the Anglo-Saxon forces could land there. It was 
probably from these words that sprang the Directive (which is discussed in Chapter I) keep 
Tripoli at any cost, even when the operational situation CREATED after the Allied landing 
in Algeria would have to be annulled. 

In that meeting it was given full recognition to the Navy for the great effort and 
continued to perform, facing huge risks for the lack of those carriers, that Mussolini - 
mistakenly, as now had frankly acknowledged - had not believed to have built in time . 

On October 9, in a new meeting at the Supreme Command, Adm. Sansonetti on 
behalf of Admiral Riccardi, pointed out that the ships departing suddenly - that is, without 
informing any entity outside the Navy - were generally not attacked. This meant that too 
many rumors, they were unwanted or involuntary, leaked out on the organization of traffic 
because too many were those who were responsible for different reasons the start of supplies 
in North Africa. Marshal Cavallero shared this opinion - as he writes in his book - and 
issued strict guidelines for the strengthening of counter-espionage and to minimize the 
communications related to the departure of trains, forbidding that they were in any case 
made by phone, thus providing further evidence provisions have been enacted in August 
1941 and set out in Appendix 6 of Volume VI. 

Meanwhile, the problem of fuel oil for the Navy and the Air Force went to the petrol 
getting increasingly tragic. In October 1942, the various reminder the Navy pointed out that 
on the 17" there were only 16,000 tones fuel oil distributed between the different locations 
and two days later he wrote: 
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"Because each reserve is exhausted and since fixed consumption irreducible 
(dredging, pilotage, coastal surveillance, port services, testing of new ships) can not fall 
below 15,000 tones per month, they remain available (not being able to count to the end of 
the winter of more than 40,000 tons. fuel oil monthly, globally coming from Romania and 
Germany): 

- 5,000 tons for combat missions (mining, indirect protection of convoys, 
submarines), instead of 10,000 tons consumed on average so far; 

- 5,000 tons for motor vessels and steamships in place of 7,500 consumed on average 
so far; 

-15,000 tons for stocks to direct traffic in all the seas, in place of the 30,000 
consumed on average so far. 

"That means that supplies to North Africa must surely take a much slower pace and 
be protected from stocks fewer. 

"In summary with 40,000 tons. Monthly we have: 


- THE FLEET PRACTICALLY STOPPED AND ANY ELIMINATED TRAINING; 
- SUPPLIES FOR AFRICA AND THEIR PROTECTION NAVAL REDUCED BY 
50% ... 


"If the proposed minimum of 40,000 tons, the basic value of this appreciation will 
not be achieved, it will require a further reduction in traffic, because it is not possible to 
further limit the consumption for other military needs.“ 

The minimum required was never able to reach, but with the loss of Cyrenaica path 
lengths decreased and was only reduced traffic to the port of Tripoli, which (as we have 
seen) could continue to be fed with a few trains to the onset New Tunisian needs. But to 
Tunisia the even more pronounced shortness of crossing allowed to keep traffic to a 
satisfactory extent, being proportionally decreased consumption of fuel oil. 

On 22 October, another important meeting in Taormina at the headquarters of the 
command of Kesselring among the latter and Marshal Cavallero with other senior officers of 
the Navy and Air Force, was made of the situation. Here are some paragraphs of the minutes 
of that meeting, which have a bearing on the protection of traffic: 
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"Marshal Kesselring ... Our African situation has become weaker because: a) were 
not brought enough men, especially the shifts; b) lack of fuel and vehicles. I think that the 
current measures, especially for fuel, are likely to arrive late. 

"Do you think that would be necessary to accelerate the landing of fuel in Tobruk. 
9" c, m. the Armored Army it will have to a single action and the aviation gasoline reserve 
will be reduced to 1500 tons. 

"Marshal Cavallero: This crisis is due to the difficulties of traffic. The tankers were 
strongly attacked, damaged and even sunk. It is due to force majeure of the war and against 
which we struggle with all our strength ... the Supreme Command follows with the greatest 
intensity of this problem [ie that of the use and protection of oil tankers] and he is dealing 
daily. 

"To be prepared for the unexpected and having had communication by Marshal 
Kesselring will transport 250 tons of fuel by air for the Armored Army Marshal Cavallero 
we have that our Air Force is rapidly tools for the possible transport of fuel in flight 
(collecting cans in the fields [1]."... 

"Marshal Cavallero: As mentioned above, the Duce ordered the transport of troops 
to Tripoli. This mass is considered the core of the reserve and serves to protect the shoulders 
of the Armored Army; It will also be the first group to look at the Tunisian border. 

"The Fuhrer had advised him to locate in Tripoli two armored divisions and the 
measure had substantial start; but the advance in Egypt has absorbed all reserves. We must 
therefore restore them. This necessity requires us to keep open the route to the west [ie the 
one for Tripoli]"... 

"To keep open the traffic is necessary to leave the most of the route by submarines 
and batter Malta. » 

The conclusions reached were so specified: 

“1° _ Continue with maximum effort transport of fuel. 
"2" _ The Air Force gets ready for transportation fuel. 
aa Transport to the route of the west are indispensable, 
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but should not affect those for the Armored Army. It is essential to bear in mind 
the need of neutralization of Malta. 

"4" _ The air cover daytime convoy was effective, but the problem remains of the 
night guard for which the OBS [Acronym of the German Forces Command in 
Italy] will make utmost effort. 

"5" _ It is necessary for the Committee of coordination of transport [military and 
civilian ;, sea and land] studies carefully the conduct of convoys in relation with 
the possibility of air cover. “ 


The representative of the Navy (Capt. Massimo Girosi), pointed out that 
Supermarina agree with the Adm. Weichold had reviewed the situation and it was concluded 
that, while coming to dispose of 40,000 tons. monthly fuel oil, would assure supplies in 
Africa only 50%, that is, only the normal ones of the Armored Army. To fulfill all the tasks 
would occurred at least 60,000 tons monthly. It was not known whether the difference could 
have been filled by transfers by the German Navy. 


About the crisis of combustible liquids developing in North Africa during the 
October 1942 Diary of Cavallero it is full of references expressed in a form very worried. 
On October 29 he wrote: "We have also lost the tanker Luisiano. Telephoned to Riccardi 
directed on the tanker Giordani and send it to Africa with the force of desperation. " 

To realize the imperious tone, but heartfelt, this phone is necessary to refer to the 
loss of oil tankers sunk or put out of action for damages during the month of October, 
quoted almost every day to day in the same journal. 

Sink: 

Nautilus (2070 GRT) on October 13, near Sardinia, being intended to supply Libya, 

Arca (2238 GRT) on October 26, in the Aegean as it descended to the south from the 
Black Sea, 

Proserpina (486g GRT) on October 26 to 30 miles from Tobruk, 

Luisiano (2,557 GRT) on October 29 off the coast of Navarino... 
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Damaged (all more or less seriously): 

Rondine (6077 GRT) October 2, 25 miles north of Tobruk, 

Panuco (7600 GRT) on October 18 in the Ionian Sea, 

Alfredo (654 GRT) on 24 and 25 October on the route to Tobruk. 

Ultimately of 8 tankers for fuel oil and gasoline traveled for Libya in October, only 
three had reached the destination unharmed; these were added, including the loss of this 
precious and abundant type of ship, the two tankers by us mentioned first. 

Giulio Giordani, despite the appeal of Cavallero to Riccardi, was unable to leave - 
due to unavailability of fuel oil to carry - on 15 November from Taranto to Tripoli escorted 
by two destroyers. But it was sunk the 17" in the waters of Misurata by aircraft torpedo: 
serious loss, because it was one of the most modern and large tanker of 10,534 GRT 
(Tonnage for that time very high). Meanwhile, however, they had lost two more tankers, 
both for November 6 air attack on the port of Benghazi: Portofino of 6,424 GRT and 
Lombardi 169 GRT, the latter very useful for coastal transport. 

If the shortage of fuel in North Africa, resulting in this carnage of tankers, add the 
sinking of ships laden with ammunition, tanks and trucks, it understands how the reduced 
freedom of movement and decreased potential offensive of the troops in Africa Northern 
Italian have been the determining cause of the decisive defeat of Rommel in autumn 1942. 

As for the transportation of ammunition, of which also the felt failure, Supermarina 
ordered an intensive use of submarines, that between 1 October and 12 November 
performed 13 trips carrying 616 tons of ammunition; two other trips accomplished to bring 
about 100 tons of gasoline in drums. Even the destroyer brought 384 tons of gasoline and 
201 ammunition. But it would take more than that to keep up with the overwhelming 
offensive of the British 8th Army, supplied without saving by way of the Cape of Good 
Hope! 

During the reporting period 26 convoys were attacked with 52 going and 5 with 28 
in return. It is to remember that to increase the confidentiality of communications convoys 
were marked with a letter of the alphabet simple or double, rather than by the name of the 
ship or of the escort commander or of the convoy commander. 
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2. - THE EVENTS OF CONVOYS CARRYING MATERIALS AND AMMUNITION. 


As in the first Appendix I lists all the convoys made and since there were convoys of 
particular amount to be mentioned, as it is the constant traffic with units almost always 
individual, we will talk only of convoys that had suffered attacks or accidents and events 
worthy of mention. 


The first convoy was attacked that constituted by new ship Valfiorita of 6200 GRT, 
performing its first trip with the escort of the DD Pigafetta (Capt. Enrico Mirti della Valle 
escort commander), Camicia Nera (Capt. Frig. Adriano Foscari) and Saetta (Capt. Corv. 
Enea Picchio). On the ship was boarded as military commander Capt. Corv. Giuseppe Folli. 
The ship was carrying 4600 tons of bombs and materials (including even 186 vehicles, 206 
motorcycles and 16 guns) and 204 Italian and German soldiers with 6 officers. 

The convoy departed from Taranto to Benghazi at 14:30 on 3 October. With the 
escort commander had boarded also Vice Adm. Lorenzo Gasparri, commander of the DD 
group of the Fleet. 

Between 23:06 and 00:29 on the same day of October 4, the convoy, which was 
sailing at 14 knots, claimed an air strike characterized by the usual lighting of flares in 
subsequent groups, until at 00:29 the ship was hit by a torpedo in the stern, about 42 miles 
west of the southern tip of the island of Corfu. A fire started in the hold n. 5 (that is, the last 
but one) which was tamed in a little over two hours. After a short break of 20 minutes the 
Valfiorita could get going again at 14 knots and the escort commander decided to go to 
Corfu, the nearest port where the convoy arrived at 08.00 am on 4. 

It is worth noting that the Valfiorita was attacked by a single aircraft that launched 
the torpedo in complete darkness after the flares had died and although the escort had 
wrapped it in mist. The ship also had a balloon at an altitude of 450 meters. 

The military commander stressed that the ship was saved by the excellent design 
characteristics and the expertise and the value of the captain Giovanni Salata and the chief 
engineer Lino Pegazzano. 


At 10.00 the same day of the 4" failed on the contrary attack of a submarine just 
north of Cape Gallo (Gulf of Palermo) against 
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the SS. Torquato Gennari direct from Palermo to Tripoli unescorted. After a break of two 
days in Trapani prudential arrived in Tripoli without incident on the gt. 

In Corfu Pigafetta (Capt. Enrico Mirti della Valle, (F)) received the order to take to 
the sea in the night of the 5"" with the other two destroyers to meet the Ms Sestriere that, 
escorted by DD Zeno (Capt. Frig. Roberto Lo Schiavo) and Folgore (Capt. Corv. Renato 
D'Elia) and TB Antares (Capt. Corv. Maurizio Ciccone), would launch directed from 
Brindisi to Benghazi at 24:00, of the Ae 

The "Pigafetta" group left Corfu at 02:30 of the 5", met the Sestriére convoy at 6:25 
and went with the escort of six torpedo boats. 

An escort, so initially impressive, allowed by random accident hit Valfiorita, was 
justified: the Sestriére had a valuable cargo, consisting of 3,030 tons of fuel, 1,060 tons of 
war material, 70 tons of ammunition, 28 tanks and 144 vehicles. 

The convoy was held a short distance from the coast to the height of the Greek Crete 
to allow the fighters to protect it. And the air escort there was almost continuous, until the 
evening of the 6". 

The navigation was also, for a certain distance, protected by a rainstorm followed by 
a zone of dense fog between 12:00 and 16:00 of the 6"": during these hours the air escort was 
lacking. 

At 10:00 Supermarina had warned the escort commander (based on rt decryption) 
that at 08:15 a enemy scout had sighted the convoy, which was reduced from 05:20 to 5 
ships though they have posted the Zeno and the Camicia Nera aimed at Navarino (where was 
the 8"" Division). 

So the ships had continued intensifying aerial surveillance. At 17:40 began the long- 
awaited air strike. So it is described the commander of the Pigafetta ... 

"17:40: the Sestriére signals" suspicious aircraft left". It sends air raid alarm. Are in 
formation a flight of 3 Ju. 88 and 3 He. 111. sighted on the left 4 four-engine bombers at 
high altitude directing at the convoy. You start the fire with the A/A guns 

"17:46: You order to cease fire because the planes are out of reach of the weapons 
and are being attacked by the air escort. The enemy planes flying over the formation. One of 
them loses altitude while being pursued by a German fighter... 
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"17:48: The three enemy bombers were on their approach to attack straight with 
almost normal route of that of the convoy. Drop bombs falling very close on both sides of 
the ship. The planes then head on Pigafetta [who was leading] that immediately puts 
forward at full strength, and blends quickly to starboard. A 'package' of 8 -10 pieces falls 
within 50 meters of the stern to starboard and bursts raising a column of water. The attackers 
chased by fighters flee east [ie towards Alexandria]. 

"18.00-: he takes the director of travel and reorder the formation. 

"18:30: The German escort planes leave." 

The attack had taken place 30 miles west of Cerigotto. 

At 11:30 on October 7 the convoy arrived without further incident at Benghazi. 


At 06:15 on October 5 left Naples to Tripoli for the route to the east, the big steamer 
Amsterdam with a cargo of 6,750 tons various material and 147 military. 

His route took place long and winding for added security: 

- Stop in Messina From 05:00 of the 6" to 01:55 of the 7", 

- Stop in Patras from 18:55 of the 8" to 16:35 of the 12", 

- Arrival in Homs at 18:30, the 16". 

Was escorted to Messina from TB Circe (Capt. Corv. Stefano Palmas (F)) and 
Perseus (Leut. Xavier Marotta), with four Anti-sub boats to Capo Rizzuto, when they left 
the convoy headed for Patras after a long detour under the Calabrian coast, from Patras to 
Homs (where was run aground after torpedoed) by the TB Circe and Lince (Leut. Edoardo 
Manacorda), while the escort was reinforced by DD Bombardiere (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe 
Moschini, left Navarino) from the morning of the 13" to the morning of the 14". It had 
occasional air escort until the evening of the 14"". The subsequent traverses took place 
without incident (except the lighting of flares some distance between 21:45 and midnight on 
the 13" and sonar discovery of two submarines on the 14", with prolonged launch of depth 
charges by the Lince), until at approximately 23:00 of the 13" the convoy began to be flown 
over by aircraft repeatedly executed attacks with bombs and torpedoes fruitless for the 
reaction and maneuvering of the ships protected by artificial fog, but 
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that at 04:10 of 14” hit with a torpedo on the left side towards the bow the ship, which had 
proven to have opened Anti-Aircraft fire despite the reverse order of escort commander 
Circe. 

The Amsterdam, although showing signs of progressive lack of stability and not far 
sinking, remained afloat sufficient time to be brought to strand, after a laborious towing 
operations by the TB Circe, at the head of the pier of Homs which was the nearest point on 
the coast. 

On 23 October, while operations were ongoing infill and unloading the holds, the 
British submarine Umbra threw a bundle of torpedoes at the ship aground, hitting it with a 
torpedo on the starboard side of the stern. Another torpedo sank the tugboat Pronta, which 
was docked at the bridge of the ship and which provided steam for the operation of winches 
of derricks. 

No human loss during the first torpedoing; two police officers and seven civilian 
workers in the second. 


October 8 was particularly ominous: we lost on that day three steamers. 

a) The Dandolo, who had left Suda for Tobruk at 00:07 of the 7" with the escort of 
TB Castore (Leut. Gaspare Tezel (F)) and Medici (Leut. Antonio Furlan). Equipped with air 
escort to sunset, the convoy shortly after 21:30 began to sight the first flares very close and 
at 23:47 two strong explosions made vibrate the hull of the Dandolo, whose commander - 
feeling of being hit - gave orders to the staff be ready to leave the ship if necessary. The 
order was interpreted as meaning take to the launches and embark: so the Commander, to 
avoid upsetting them stopped the engines, while men's embarked. So the ship remained 
stopped and Castore failed to get those back on board, those that were away before 00:45 of 
the 8" when the ship was hit by a torpedo in the stern, which led to the sinking 60 miles by 
21° from Ras el-Tin. 

At 05:40 they came to the place the DD Saetta and the TB Antares, transfer from 
Benghazi to Tobruk, while TB Medici tried to tow. At 06:16 the Dandolo sank and the 
torpedo boats, recovered all men, reached Tobruk the same afternoon. 

b) The small wine tanker Lupa (1* helmsman Rocca Ferrigno), carrying a cargo of 
wine from Tunis to Tripoli 
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It was started at 01:30 the day of the 6"" unescorted. Between 16:15 and 16:20 on the 
8" was made to mark the subsequent launch of 4 torpedoes from a submarine off of Ras- 
Turgenes, torpedoes all went to miss even when ship maneuvered. Failed the fourth torpedo, 
the submarine surfaced and opened fire, hitting the Lupa ’s waterline immediately, which 
sank in a rapid fire 15 minutes after. The staff, with rowing boats, landed on the Tunisian 
coast which was a few miles away. 

c) The third ship lost on 8 October was the German Kreta, sailing between Tobruk 
and Tripoli in coastal cabotage service. Party from Tobruk at 07:00 on 7 October with the 
TB Calliope (Leut. Marcello Giudici) was torpedoed by surprise by a submarine at 06:34 of 
the 8" north of Apollonia. It sank immediately, broken in two, with no casualties except a 
greek stoker. 


Around midnight on the 9"" a submarine torpedo sank near the island Djerba the SS. 
Alga, hit at 23:30. She had left Palermo for Tripoli, unescorted having a good weapon to 
defend itself, at 03:00 on the 7” with a load of flammable materials. 52 people on board (24 
military and 28 civilian militarized) only 8 survived, of whom five wounded, including any 
official. Two of them were recovered from a hydro distress, five by the hospital ship 
Laurana emergency sailing out of Tripoli and one was saved on the nearby coast of Gabes. 


Better fate had the convoy composed of the two merchant Tergestea and Petrarch, 
who had left Thessaloniki for Tobruk at 16:00 of the 7 with the escort of the TB Sirio 
(Capt Corv. Romualdo Bertone (F)) and Solferino (Leut. Mirko Vedovato ). 

After stopping to Piraeus from 08:45 of the 9"" to 18:30 of the 10", he drove off 
escorted by TB Libra (Capt. Corv. Carlo Brancia di Apricena), Lira (Leut. Augustine 
Caletti) and Perseus (Leut. Xavier Marotta). The 11" at 07:20 the convoy was joined by the 
TB. Climene (Leut Mario Colussi), outgoing from Suda to strengthen the escort. 

The convoy passed Cerigotto between Crete and the morning of the 11" at 17:20 and 
suffered a massive attack of 17 Liberators 40 miles for 200° from Cape Krio, as described 
by the commander of TB Perseus: 

"17:20 Hours are sighted from NNE 8 four-engine Liberators type, which in double 
diamond of four direct at the convoy. 
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It is immediately opened fire, while maneuvering to take position between the planes 
and the convoy. 

"17:25 pm, while arise from the same direction of the first eight another 9 aircraft in 
groups of three wedge, falling two salvoes of bombs of the first attackers that center the two 
steamers. 

"At 17:27 two salvoes of bombs of the second wave fall, one at 200 meters and the 
other about 100 meters to our left, and a third hits the Petrarca. 

"At 17:39 a German aircraft, mistakenly hit by Tergestea, of the convoy air escort 
splash down sinking immediately. The Perseo collects castaways. 

"The attack height was about 4,500 meters ... The convoy had always air escort also, 
anti-submarine ensured by three or four aircraft. “ 

The ship Tergestea reported a leak at the engine room, a bomb exploded close to the 
hull; Petrarch was hit on the forecastle. The latter could continue to Tobruk, where she 
arrived at 16:30 of the 12" with the TB Libra and Clymene, after suffering with no damage 
from new air strikes between 01:15 and 03:00 on the same day of the 12": the Tergestea 
instead entered Suda at 08:00 of the ‘obs escorted by the TB Lira and Perseo, to make the 
necessary summary repairs. 


The steamer Loreto, also fully armed, left Tripoli to Palermo at 20:05 on 9 October 
without an escort, was carrying 400 Indian prisoners of war with 26 military escort, as well 
as three castaways of the Alga and 26 crew members, including 11 for the defensive anti- 
aircraft armament. 

At 17:32 on the 13th October 4 miles for 280° from Cape Gallo she was attacked by 
a submarine, which launched at least two torpedoes, one went to explode against the islet in 
front of Isola delle Femmine and one struck the ship under the stern. It sank 12 minutes later 
and about 455 people on board there were 331 recovered by means of the Navy rushed to 
the scene and local fishermen: the remaining 124 were killed or disappeared in the 
maelstrom. 


At 09:35 of the 11" it was sunk by a submarine 4 miles south of Capri the steamer 
Una (Leut. Bruno Boglioni)”, 





(1) The requisitioned steamer was manned militarized civilians, with the commander 
and a handful of Navy officers. 
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which it departed at 06.00 from Naples to Trapani, whence she should go to Tripoli. 

The first two torpedoes launched did not hit him on the left side, but was caught in 
the middle under the bridge by a third torpedo fired as the ship, reversed the route, 
zigzagging trying to reach safety of the coast of Capri. 

The patrol and anti-submarine aircraft which at that time were escorting him were 
not able to prevent the attack. 

Of the 45 people aboard, only two died; the others were all saved, with two seriously 
injured including the commander. 

On the 11th at 16:00 left Tobruk a convoy composed of the MS Col di Lana and DD 
Saetta (Capt Corv. Enea Picchio) towing the hull of the ex submarine Millelire adapted to 
transport fuel oil, escorted by the DD Freccia (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe Andriani) and by the 
TB Lupo (Capt. Corv. Carlo Zinchi) and Antares (Capt. Corv. Maurizio Ciccone). 

The MS Col di Lana was directed to Thessaloniki and the Saetta with tow to 
Navarino. 

From 00:00 to 01:40 on the 12", 70 miles north of Tobruk the convoy was attacked 
by bombers, which approximately 01:00 hit the center of the Antares with bombs, which 
suffered severe damage, 31 dead and 37 wounded. 

The Antares, taken in tow by TB Lupo, reached Suda at 13:00 of the 13" with the 
escort of the TB, Cyclone expressly exiting from Piraeus. 

At 17:00 of the 12™ the convoy was divided. Col di Lana went to Thessaloniki with 
Freccia and Perseo, from Suda; at 14:00 of 13" to these two torpedo boats entered Piraeus, 
entrusting the escort of the motorship to Thessaloniki to the TB Castelfidardo (Leut. Luigi 
Balduzzi) coming from Piraeus. The Saetta went instead, as expected, to Navarino which it 
reached at 02:30 on the 13" escorted by the TB Lira, also coming up from Suda together 
with the Perseo. Both had been directed to the "Col di Lana" convoy, just secured the arrival 
in the Suda of the Tergestea that had been entrusted to the tugboat Instancabile from the 
same port. 

An attack without consequences was that suffered in the night of the 14" by the 
D'Annunzio - Foscolo convoy direct to Benghazi, where arrived regularly at 13:30 on the 
14". cruising speed of 15 knots. 
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The first ship had left Brindisi at 20:00 of the 12" with DD Da Recco (Capt. Aldo 
Cocchia (F)) and Folgore (Capt. Corv. Renato D'Elia) and with the TB Ardito (Leut. 
Emanuele Corsanego) and Clio (Leut. Ugo Tonani); the second, departing from Corfu at 
23:50 the same day with the DD Lampo (Capt. Corv. Antonio Cuzzaniti) and with the TB 
Partenope (Capt. Corv. Pasquale Senese), joining with the first at 07:00 of the 13", forming 
a single chain of two motor ships and six torpedo boats. 

The same night it underwent some attacks without consequences as described by the 
commander Cocchia: 

"21:58 — On starboard lights a flare rather distant. You hear the noise of planes. 
Alarm. I start curtains of smoke from all ships... 

"22.00 - A plane unhooks two bombs that fall between the ships Folgore (stern) and 
the steamers [who were in the front line]. 

No flares is lit at the moment ... 

"23:07 - At intervals you can hear noise from aircraft. 

"23:30 -Three flares to starboard far. 

"23:56 - A plane releases two small bombs, falling to about 5 meters to traverse left 
of the Folgore. The projection of splinters cause minor damage and no serious injures in a 5 
soldiers for the whole 120 aft. The Folgore sighted simultaneously two planes at an altitude 
of about 200 meters. The Folgore and ships stern open the fire on such aircraft. 

"00.30 — For a half an hour no longer hear any noise of planes. Ceases alarm and 
stops emission of smoke“... 

"More than a real air strike it was some passing airplane that discovered the convoy, 
which had dropped bombs on board. Probably the presence of the ships was revealed by 
phosphorescence, although not excessive, of contrails and sparks, copious, emanating from 
the smokestacks of motorboats and even by some torpedo boats. The carbon residue of the 
German fuel oil have quickly clogged sprayers of smoke Cannons ... ". 

About the air escort, he notes that he was "really commendable the escort of the ie hae 
who has consistently reached at dawn the convoy, despite very adverse weather conditions 
in thunderstorms." 

The six torpedo boats, of which he was head of the Da Recco group, at 14:00 on the 
14" - that just came into port two ferries - departed from Benghazi with the other two ferries 
Sestriere and Ruhr (Germany) 
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departing from Benghazi intersecting with those arriving. This return convoy was not 
disturbed; 18.00 of the 16" it is divided into - two parts: Sestriere, with Da Recco and 
Lampo, arrived in Taranto at 13:50 of the 17". the Ruhr, with Folgore and Partenope, went 
to Brindisi at 17:00 the same 17". The TB Ardito instead, that had damage done, headed for 
Argostoli where he arrived at 15:20 on the 16" assisted by Clio. 


The day of October 17 sailed from Corfu at 17:40 a convoy composed of: MS Ger. 
Ankara from Taranto to direct Tobruk and with DD Aviere (Capt. Ignatius Castrogiovanni 
(F)), Geniere (Capt. Frig. Marco Notarbartolo), Camicia Nera (Capt. Frig. Adriano Foscari) 
and MS Montgenevre from Brindisi with the TB Arethusa (Capt. Corv. Roberto Guidotti) 
and Orsa (Leut. Enrico Bucci); on the morning of the 18'" she joined the escort the DD 
Alpino (Capt. Candido Bigliardi) departing from by Navarino. 

At 20.10 on 18 the convoy split: the Ankara continued to Tobruk with Alpino, Orsa 
and Arethusa; the Montgenevre sailed to Benghazi with the Aviere, Camicia Nera and 
Geniere. 

The latter reached its destination at 10:30 the 19" without being disturbed by the 
enemy. The first instead sustained, fortunately without damage, two attacks torpedo planes 
in the night of the 19" and reached Tobruk at 16:30 on the same 19". The presence of the 
moon favored the ships, which could see the attacking aircraft, maneuvering and firing as a 
result. 


To give an idea of the difficulties met for unloading and loading ports Libyans, we 
say that Ankara could start from Taranto to Tobruk, escorted by TB Ciclone and Calatafimi 
27 October, and took the Monginevro a good two weeks to do in Benghazi to load and 
unload material clearing, departing for Brindisi on November 4 with DD Freccia, Folgore, 
Hermes (Ger.) and with the TB Uragano, Ardito and Lupo. 


Dramatic was the crossing of the large convoy called "Convoy D”, consisting of 4 
ships: 

- Tanker Saturno, started from Cagliari to Tripoli with the TB Fabrizi (Leut. 
Augusto Bini) at 16:00 on 17 October, which were added on the morning of the 18" DD Da 
Noli (Capt. Frig. Pio Valdambrini) and Ascari (Capt. Frig. Teodorico Capone) departing 
with the goal of Palermo; 
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- SS Capo Orso, Beppe and Titania, departed from Naples to Tripoli at 17:00 on the 
17" with the DD Pigafetta (Capt. Mirti della Valle (F)), Gioberti (Capt. Frig. Pietro Tona), 
Da Verrazzano (Capt. Frig. Carlo Rossi) and Oriani (Capt. Frig. Paolo Pesci). 

These ships came together at 12:30 on the 18" north of Egadi and at 20:00 the TB 
Fabrizi directed to Trapani after being replaced by TB Centauro (Capt. Corv. Luigi Zerbi). 

The convoy had an abundant supply air on days 18" and 19", lasted until the wee 
hours of the night, and the morning of the 20" until the arrival in Tripoli. 

On the evening of the 18"" and during the first half of next night the convoy heard 
noises of aircraft in flight and saw curtains of illuminate flares training stern: sign that. 
convoy had been discovered and was followed. 

At 09:25 of the 19" the TB Centauro it was sent to perform a preventive hunting of a 
submarine reported by Supermarina, and was replaced by the TB Sagittarius (Capt. Corv. 
Lanfranco Lanfranchi) coming up. 

At 12:53 a torpedo fired from a submarine by surprise (not spotted even by the 9 
planes in the air, of which one was anti-submarine) struck aft left of the Beppe and a minute 
later another torpedo hit on the left of the DD Da Verrazzano. 

The convoy pulled immediately 90° to starboard and the convoy commander ordered 
that the Oriani to aid the SS Beppe and Sagittarius to help Da Verrazzano, while Gioberti 
hunted the submarine. At that moment the convoy was 70 miles south of Pantelleria. 

The Beppe sank at 13:43 and survivors were landed on Lampedusa by the Oriani, 
Da Verrazzano, after unsuccessful attempts to tow by the Sagittarius under the protection of 
the Gioberti which had meanwhile finished hunting the submarine communicating that had 
appeared on the surface a large patch of fuel oil, sank in turn at 15:30", 

The DD Oriani and Gioberti, after the castaways landed in Lampedusa, continued to 
reach the rest of the convoy; the Sagittarius instead headed for Trapani. 

At 16:19 the Tanker Saturno was made to target of the launch of two torpedoes from 
a submarine, which did not hit. 


(1) After the war it became known that the submarine was English P. 42, which 
suffered severe damage from a depth charge launched by the Gioberti. 
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At about 19:00 he was received a signal from Supermarina informing him of likely a 
torpedo attack, and in fact a little after 20:00 hours the Ascari and Gioberti (who was about 
to reach the convoy together with the Oriani) reported to Pigafetta airplane noises above of 
them. 

The torpedo boats, surrounded the three surviving steamers wrapping them with 
curtains of smoke, prepared to support the attack that appeared at 06:23 with a torpedo 
against the Titania, launched from an airplane. Until just before a German aircraft escort 
was keep the sky of the convoy. 

The Oriani and Ascari were left near the Titania, with the order to the Ascari to 
attempt to tow. 

Between 12:10 and 12:22 on the 20" the two DD - intent to the relief efforts to 
Titania - were attacked by dive bomber and torpedo aircraft. From 00:36 to also the Da Noli 
had four bombs a short distance on her starboard side. 

Then the escort commander decided to split the convoy, reduced to two ships, in two 
parts: the Capo Orso (faster) went to 10 knots with Da Noli and Gioberti , the Saturno went 
to Tripoli at 8.4 knots with Pigafetta. 

At 01:35 Oriani, found the extreme danger of attempts to tow the Titania by the 
Ascari, he decided to suspend recovering the ship's personnel; He was ordered by escort 
commander to wait for dawn on the spot and try again in daylight. 

At 03:05 the Da Noli, saw a submarine surface, he tried to ram it but it plunged 
before being bumped. 

Between 04:25 and 04:45 the new air strikes against the "Pigafetta" group, and the 
group "Da Noli", with the launch of bombs and torpedoes that do not hit. 

Finally dawn came and at 07:15 appeared, sent from Tripoli, the TB Circe (Capt. 
Corv. Stefano Palmas) to drive into the port and reinforce convoy escorts along with another 
group of aircraft. 

But, when the leader of the escort hoped to have by now paid tribute to the offense 
enemy, he received the communication at 07:50 from the Oriani that the Titania, while the 
Ascari was preparing to tow it, had been hit by a torpedo in the center by the submarine and 
was sinking. 
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So, after a crossing so tragic they reached their destination, at 11:00 of the 20" the 
Capo Orso with Gioberti and at 13:40 the Saturn with Pigafetta, Circe and Da Noli. The 
Oriani, having on board seriously injured, had preceded her fellow travelers heading to 
Tripoli at high speed; Ascari, short of fuel oil and there being none available in Tripoli, was 
returned to Trapani soon after the sinking of the Titania. 


The commander Mirti appreciated, in the conclusion of his report, he has suffered 
the attacks of at least five submarines and aircraft in indeterminable number one followed 
another in many waves of few planes each, in coordination with the attacks of the 
submarines. 

The Aretusa and Orsa, just arrived in Tobruk with Ankara, departed at 19:00 the 
same day of the 19" (that is after just two hours of rest) escorting SS Tagliamento and Ostia 
(Ger.). The Ostia, for a failure, shortly after had to reverse course and return to port escorted 
by the Aretusa (Capt. Corv. Roberto Guidotti) to protected her during an air attack, 
fortunately without consequences, manifested at 23:30 while the ship was on the route of 
security: 5 bombs and launched various sections, none hit the ship. 

The Tagliamento went to Patras with the Orsa, reached by then the Aretusa: also 
underwent several attacks in the same night of the 19"" without consequences and arrived 
unscathed in Patras on the morning of the 25" after stopping a day at Suda and a day at 
Navarino. 


A tragic nemesis touched on Nov. 2 to the two auxiliary cruisers MS Zara and 
Brioni, both destroyed: the first shortly before arriving at Tobruk and the second shortly 
after moored in the harbor. 

They departed at 16:30 on October 30 from Brindisi: the Zara was loaded with 
gasoline in drums and the Brioni with 255 tons of ammunition; both loads were assigned to 
the German forces. 

Fast and well armed, sailed unescorted, through the Corinth Canal, until 16:30 on 1 
November, that is, until he met a little north of the Suda the TB San Martino (Leut. Enrico 
Vaccaro) intended to escort them in the area more dangerous, between Crete and Cyrenaica. 
convoy commander Capt. Corv. Enrico Dodero, who commanded the Brioni. 

At about 18:30 on 1 November the three ships sighted, and probably were sighted, a 
group of aircraft that bombed Canea. Consequently they were hunted at night by scouts 
casting flares, but not discovered. 
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"At 09:00 [November 2] - wrote Commander Dodero - is sighted to ‘horizon from 
the east a compact formation of low-flying aircraft with a route in the direction of Tobruk 
arrived however above of the convoy, suddenly converge above us dividing into two groups: 
one consisting of three appliances lashes on the Erioni from the starboard side, the other 
composed of four aircraft on the Zara. Once established the aggressive move, opens fire 
with the bow and center gunner. The enemies are launching almost simultaneously three 
torpedoes, which with rapid timely maneuver I avoided... One of the attackers struck in full 
and immediately plunges into the sea disappearing ... The Zara is hit... I see him 
immobilized, see a column of smoke in the center; a bit more distant another column of 
smoke produced by another enemy plane crashed in flames.“ 

The San Martino was to assist the Zara, arrived at 15:40 the TB Circe from Tobruk, 
while the Brioni putting at full speed came unharmed to Tobruk at 14:30. 

The Zara, despite her dangerous cargo resisted until 22:00, when sank. The staff 
were all saved by torpedo boats, except one officer, two non-commissioned officers and a 
sailor perished at the time of the explosion of the torpedo. It was commanded by Leut. 
Domenico Mazza, who remained on the ship until the last moment. 

From 12:20 of the morning of November 2 and until sunset good air cover was 
always in the sky of the convoy, and when the Zara was immobilized, that between 10:40 
and 18:00 sailed in tow of the TB of San Martino; at 18:00 the tow had to be cut, because 
now the Zara could no longer be governed and immersed careening continuously. 

The Erioni, just moored began disembarking ammunition; but at 16:00 developed a 
sudden air attack on the port of Tobruk and the Erioni was hit from cluster bombs and 
caught fire. In short, the ship was a brazier, amid the flames which were exploding 
ammunition that was still on board and those recently landed on the platform. There were a 
few wounded, because the crew had had time to get into a nearby bomb shelter. 


At about 15:00 of 1 Nov. 1 was sunk by bombers 70 miles north of Benghazi, the 
German steamboat Thessalia, while - escorted by the TB Fortunale (Leut. Alfredo 
D'Angelo) - was 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 90 


directed to Benghazi, coming from Piraeus whence she departed at 10:00 on the 9"". Of the 
hundreds of people who were aboard the ship, the torpedo boat recovered 64. 


Here now the list of convoys attacked, with no damage, one of the last days of 
October and 12 November: 

-SS Ger. Trapani and Motor Tanker Rondine, escorted by Partenope - Lira - Perseo: 
departing from Tobruk to Piraeus at 18:30 on 26 October, were attacked by aircraft 30 miles 
northwest of Tobruk shot down a plane and again by other aircraft in the night on the 29" 15 
miles to the northeast Cape Malea; 

- SS Giuseppina departed, no naval escort, from Trapani to Tripoli at 10:00 on 31 
October, reached its destination at 23:00 on 8 November after stopping in Pantelleria and 
Susa; He suffered the attack of two aircraft at 13:00 on the 6" off - Cape Bon, one of whom 
was shot down and the other was put to flight by an RS14 antisubmarine aircraft that 
escorted him; 

- MS Col di Lana, Tkr Portofino and SS Anna Maria Gualdi, escorted by the 
Freccia - Folgore -Ardito -Uragano - German DD Hermes), repeatedly attacked by 
airplanes in the night on November 4 on the route Piraeus - Benghazi, where they arrived at 
11:30 of the 4"; 

- MS Giulia and Chisone, SS Veloce, escorted by Maestrale -Velite - Oriani - 
Grecale -Gioberti - Clio —Animoso, foiled a submarine attack in the morning of 5 November 
and were then insistently attacked by aircraft between 19:40 of the 5" and 01:00 of the 6"; it 
is noteworthy that the Grecale and Gioberti had on board 52 tonnes of ammunition; The 
convoy had left Naples at 17:00 on the 4" and arrived in Tripoli at 18:15 of the Te 

-MS Monreale, escorted by Aviere - Legionario - Bombardiere, foiled an submarine 
attack at 07:15 on 8 November, as she was crossing from Taranto to Benghazi, where he 
arrived at 08:45 of the gh. the submarine was lurking at the entrance to the route of security 
to Benghazi. 


3. -THE ODYSSEY OF THE OIL TANKERS. 
We begin with the listing, in order of date of departure of the convoys made up of oil 


tankers including oil tankers, between 1 October and 12 November 1942. The list will be 
divided into two parts: 
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with the first will be included oil tankers directed to Libya; the second those returning from 
Libya. 

a) Tankers directed to Libya. 

1. - Oct. 17: Panuco, escorted by Maestrale - Grecale - Dezza — Sirtori, left Naples 
and did not arrive at its destination ,. 

2. - October 17: Saturno, from Cagliari to Tripoli, where he arrived at 13:40 on the 
20", joined convoy "D" without being hit during various submarines and aircraft attacks; 

3. - October 18: Alfredo, escorted by TB Perseo departed from Taranto at 16:00 
arrived damaged at Tobruk at 13:30 of the 5 

4. - October 22: Proserpina, departing from Taranto for Tobruk 03:00 with TB 
Monzambano and Calatafimi, not reached its destination ,. 

5. - October 25: Luisiano, departing from Taranto to Tobruk with SS Etiopia, 
escorted by Granatiere and Calatafimi then by Lupo - Fortunale - San Martino, did not 
reached its destination " 

6. - October 29: Portofino, departing from Taranto at 05:00 with the escort of the 
Folgore - Ardito -Uragano and arrived in Benghazi, suffering numerous attacks, at 11:30 on 
November 4 after touching Patrasso and Piraeus; 

7. - | November: Irma, departing from Suda for Tobruk with the MS Assab and 11 
landing craft, with the escort of the TB Fortunale and San Martino and Ger Csmg. R. 15, 
reached its destination at 10:00 of the 3“ without being attacked; 

8. - a these tankers must be added the two tankers Nautilus and Arca (already 
mentioned in the chapter. IV par. I) sunk respectively in Sardinia and in the Aegean, as they 
moved south to be made to continue to Libya. 


b) Tankers returning from Libya. 

1 - 1 October: Rondine with SS Ger. Santa Fé with the escort Sebenico -Lira — 
Castelfidardo, departing from Tobruk to Piraeus, was returned to Tobruk in tow because hit 
by torpedo 45 miles northwest of Tobruk; 

2. - October 8 Proserpina departing from Taranto to Tobruk with the TB Ciclone at 
14:50 and arrived in Taranto at 21:35 of the 12™ without suffering attacks; 

3. - October 26: Rondine , departing from Tobruk to Piraeus, with SS Ger. Trapani 
and with the TB Partenope, Lira and Perseo, at 18:30 and arrived 
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at Piraeus at 06:00 of the 29" after suffering a failed aircraft torpedo attack; 

4. - OCTOBER 30: Alfredo with SS Ger. Dora, escorted by TB Sirio started from 
Tobruk at 17:00 for Suda, where they arrived at 15:50 undisturbed of 1 November; 

5. - November 4: Saturno and SS Armando, escorted by the TB Lince, departed at 
22:00 from Tripoli arrived unmolested at Palermo at 14:00 of the hae 

6. - November 7: Lina Campanella, departed from Tobruk with the TB Solferino at 
14:30 to Piraeus, she arrived without incident at 07:35 of the 13" after a stop in Suda. 


Will hereinafter be considered the story of each of the convoys now listed, 
proceeding in the same order. 


c) Pipe with oil outward. 

1. -The tkr Panuco had left Naples to Tripoli at 04:00 on 17 October with the escort 
Maestrale (Capt. Riccardo Pontremoli (F)) and Grecale (Capt. Frig. Luigi Gasparrini), 
heading towards the Strait of Messina. 

The convoy stopped from 02:30 to 05:30 of the 18" in Messina where convoy 
commander received instructions to continue the journey and the DD is filled with fuel oil. 
He also departed with the TB Dezza (Res. Leut. Reginaldo Scarpa) and Sirtori (Leut. Emilio 
Gaeltano) reinforced the escort, going along the Calabrian coast and reached the Greek 
waters and continue to Tripoli holding the greatest possible distance from Malta. 

At 10:20 of the 18" the convoy was warned by Supermarina to be ready to face a 
possible air attack. 

At 15:15 the Grecale (who was leading) discovered with sonar a submarine lurking 
ahead of the convoy and gave chase for an hour, noting a outcrop of fuel oil and avoiding a 
torpedo on him for towards the end of the hunt. 

At 19:00 Commander Pontremoli left free the torpedo boats with orders to run a 
antisubmarine rake before returning to Messina. 

The night was clear and the moon setting at approximately 02:00. 

From 22:37 of the 18" to 12:40 of the 19" the Panuco was targeted by a succession 
of six air strikes, the first of which struck the tanker with a torpedo to the bow to the left, 
forcing a halt in a point 70 miles east of Punta Stilo. 
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And subsequent attacks, carried out with bombs, did not get success for the dense 
fog which enveloped the DD and their energetic flak reaction. 

Just torpedoed, the staff had to abandon it for the large amount of fuel vapor being 
emitted from the holds, fortunately no fire. 

At 07:00 of the morning, somewhat dispersed the vapors due to a breeze raised 
meanwhile, were able to return on board the captain and crew and restarting the ship, which 
reached Taranto under its own shortly after midnight of the same day of the 19", sailing at 8 
knots (speed close to the maximum that could be developed) protected by destroyers and a 
strong air escort who remained in his heaven all day. 

2. - Of tanker Saturno has been talked about dealing with the convoy "D", which it 
was part. 

3. -The Tkr Alfredo had left Taranto on the 18th October at 16:00, directed to 
Tobruk. She reached Suda, at 11:30 of the 22™, after making brief stops in Corfu, Patras and 
Piraeus. She left for Tobruk at 18:00 of the aa escorted by TB Perseo (Leut. Xavier 
Marotta). From dawn to dusk of the 24" also had the air escort of a Ju.88 and the next day 
two Ju.88 and an antisubmarine Cant Z.501. 

At 08:48 of the D5 while it was 16 miles to the northeast of Tobruk, the convoy 
was attacked by seven heavy fighters aircraft flying low, which strafed the first torpedo boat 
and then the tanker. Immediately after the shot down the Cant Z 501. 

Both ships had various projectiles damage caused by the machineguns, but not such 
as to prevent the continuation of their navigation. The tanker, which had stopped for damage 
to the motor and at the helm, could restart after a quarter of an hour since the Perseo had 
taken her in tow. 

Both ships entered the port of Tobruk at 14:30 of the 25 

He was killed commander Enrico Rossi of the Alfredo; 3 seriously injured and one 
slightly wounded on the tanker, 2 seriously injured and 4 light on the torpedo boat. 

4. -The tanker Proserpina was part of a convoy, called 'TT', and so the departing 
from Suda for Tobruk: 
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- SS Ger. Dora from Thessaloniki, from which departed with two other ships, 
heading to Piraeus, at 16:10 on the 21“, with the escort of the TB Monzambano and 
Solferino; He arrived in Piraeus at 19:10 of the 23%: 

-Tkr Proserpina, departed from Taranto at 03:08 of the 22"! with the TB Partenope 
and Lira, arriving in Piraeus - passage for the Corinth Canal - 04:45 of the 24". 

-MS Tergestea, departed from Suda (where she had finished the repairs of the 
damage to 11 October) at 08:30 on the 24", 

The first two merchant ships had left Pireo together at 05:34 of the 24". escorted by 
TB Partenope (Capt. Corv. Gustavo Lovatelli, (F)), Lira (Leut. Agostino Caletti) and 
Monzambano (Leut. Attilio Gamaleri ) and at 17:24 joined with the Tergestea from Suda 
with the TB Ciclone (Capt. Corv. Luigi Di Paola) and Calatafimi (Leut. Giuseppe Brignole). 
The meeting took place, the escort commander turned loose Monzambano., Which was to 
run another mission. 

Ultimately the convoy 'TT' went on to Tobruk in the formation Dora - Proserpina - 
Tergestea escorted by Partenope - Lira - Ciclone - Calatafimi and air escort of 3 -5 aircraft 
for all daylight hours of the 24" and 25" and 10 aircraft on the 26" until the arrival at 
Tobruk at 18:30. 

On the morning of the 24" the convoy (consisting of only five ships still departed 
from Piraeus) across an area to the east of Morea, in which the Partenope gave continuous 
chase, with the assistance of an aircraft, from 09.00 to 15L10 to a submarine discovered 
with sonar and followed without difficulty for the escape of air bubbles after the launch of 
the second series of bombs: no sign of have caused serious damage to the submarine 
appeared at the surface of the sea. 

At noon on the 25 convoy he was warned by Supermarina of being spotted by enemy 
aircraft; at 15:05 the escort aircraft signaled the approaching enemy aircraft, but these did 
not appear. 

From 00:35 of the 26" began the succession of attacks: 

-from 00:35 to 02:00 continuous noise of planes in the vicinity; 

-at 02:00 a plane dropped a torpedo against Proserpina without hitting; 
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-at 02:15 repeated the attack with another airplane without result; 

-at 02.24 a third plane fired two torpedoes at the Calatafimi, missing the target; 

-at 02.30 a bomber dropped astern of the Lira a group of seven bombs, which 
missed; 

-from 03.18 to 04.02 enemy planes continued to fly over the convoy, without 
attacking. 

At 04:27 he started the national aircraft night escort. 

But when it was day, there was another series of attacks: 

-at 11:10, when the convoy was 50 miles from Tobruk, a formation of 10 Liberators 
dropped very accurately by 6-7 thousand meters above sea level sixty bombs, all falls very 
close to steamships and especially to the tanker; the air escort could attack them as they flew 
away; 

-at 25:11 another 5 Liberators dropped from the same height thirty bombs, falls 
mostly around the SS Dora and TB Ciclone: no damage to vessels; 

-at 11:32 a third wave of 11 Liberators still raged on the convoy with salvoes of 
bombs well centered, but again without hitting; 

- At 14:30 began the fourth attack of the day as described by the commander 
Lovatelli: "At 14:30 sighted on the horizon to the east - being at 20 miles per 320° from 
Tobruk - 14 torpedo planes heading to attack: the anti-aircraft reaction of the escort and 
steamers. At 4000 meters from the convoy torpedo planes are divided into three groups: one 
through six on the left side of the Ciclone attacked the tanker Proserpina who was joining 
the convoy wirh the TB Calatafimi, having repaired the failure [failure in the engines 
occurring an hour before]; one of the four attacks SS Dora; another of the four attacks the 
SS Tergestea. The attack fails against Dora and Tergestea. The tanker Proserpina, defense 
from TB Calatafimi and Lira and from their weapons, was hit by two torpedoes and goes up 
in flames. The two destroyers recuperating total of 62 castaways. 15 people of the crew 
remained missing"; 

-at 18:16, while the Tergestea was about to pass the obstruction of the harbor of 
Tobruk along with the Dora and with the torpedo boats, three torpedo planes appeared that 
hit the Tergestea with a torpedo in the stern -given the explosive cargo that it was carrying - 
leaped in air with all the staff, and no one could escape. 
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So only the SS Dora could reach the mooring in port at 18:50. 

During the attack that led to the destruction of the Proserpine, the Lira had shot 
down three torpedo bombers and a fourth struck by Proserpina had gone to smash against 
her foremast. 


5. and 7. - The tanker Luisiano started from Taranto for Cyrenaica with the SS 
Etiopia and with the escort of the DD Granatiere (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe Gregorio (F)) and 
TB Fortunale (Leut. Alfredo D'Angelo ) and San Martino (Leut. Enrico Vaccaro). 

The navigation took place without incident - salvo the launch of two bombs, which 
did not affect, from part of an enemy plane around 24:00 of the 26" - between 18:30 of the 
25" and 01:00 on the 28", when the convoy entered Navarino after being diverted the day of 
the 27" it had been twice spotted by scouts enemies, which had assumed air strikes if the 
convoy had continued. 

The convoy departed from Navarino after sunset on October 28, divided into two 
groups: 

- Tkr Luisiano departed at about 19:00 with the TB Lupo (Capt. Corv. Carlo Zanchi 
(F)) and San Martino, headed to Benghazi; 

- SS Etiopia, with the TB Fortunale, departed shortly after direct to Tobruk. 

The DD Granatiere stayed at Navarino with the an Division, to which it was 
assigned. 

While Etiopia was maneuvering to get out of the anchorage there was an air attack; a 
bomb exploded so close to the hull of the ship to give her light damage, after which the ship 
returned to anchor. 

The “Luisiano" convoy continued in navigation. From 22:00 of the 28" till 00:50 of 
the 29" was constantly overflown by enemy aircraft and attacked by torpedo bombers, 
which struck at 23:52 with a torpedo the tanker, which sank in a few minutes after 
exploding. 

The TB Lupo was to recover the survivors, who were only 8, and returned to 
Navarino at 09:00 in the morning, preceded by San Martino who had returned at 05:35. 

The Etiopia, repaired the damage, left Navarino with the Fortunale at 05:00 on the 
30" and with the San Martino, heading for Suda where she arrived at 14:00 of the 31°. No 
incident disturbed navigation except the 
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sonar discovery of a submarine in the very early hours of the 31°; the Fortunale gave it a 
fruitless hunting, from 03:45 to about 06:45. 

The Etiopia left Suda at 10:30 on 1 November with only the Fortunale for escort 
(the San Martino having been assigned to escort of the MS Brioni and Zara) of which is 
discussed above), which was added the German submarine chaser R. /5. joining the convoy 
10 German landing craft and the Italian Mz 765) SS Assab) the Tkr Irma and Tug Nettuno. 
The large convoy arrived in Tobruk, without being attacked despite the sighting of enemy 
aircraft in the night on the 2", at 10:00 on the 3 November. 

At 13:40 on November 2 the TB Fortunale, by order of Supermarina, he had 
temporarily left the convoy to go to the rescue of the MS Zara which at that time was 
assisted only by the San Martino. This episode was described, and the TB Fortunale left the 
ship disaster, now also assisted by the Circe, at 17.30 to reach their convoy. 


6. -The Tkr Portofino left Taranto at 05:00 on 29 October, escorted by the DD 
Folgore (Capt. Corv. Renato D'Elia (F)) and the TB Ardito (Leut. Emanuele Corsanego) and 
Uragano (Capt. Corv. Louis Zamboni). He arrived in Piraeus at 20:45 on the 31", after 
stopping in Patras overnight from the 30-31 and departing at 06:30 of the 31 together with 
SS Anna Maria Gualdi who had to escort the DD Freccia (Capt. Frig, Alvise Minio 
Paluello) and TB Lupo (Capt. Corv. Giuseppe Folli). 

From Piraeus the convoy left for Benghazi at 06:30 on November 2 with the other 
two ships, the MS Col di Lana and DD Ger. Hermes. A total of three merchant ships and six 
torpedo boat escort: escort commander Capt. Frig. Minio Paluello. 

The convoy, spotted by enemy scouts around noon on November 3, was persistently 
attacked by bombers and torpedo bombers between 00:15 and 2:30 of the 4" without, for 
the effectiveness of masking with smoke and anti-aircraft and an undeniable fortune she 
suffers the least damage. This led her unharmed in Benghazi at 11:30 on 4 November. 

8. — We tell briefly the loss of the tankers Nautilus and Arca) even if they were 
attacked in the waters between Italy and Libya. 
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The Tke Nautilus was sailing on October 13 between La Maddalena and 
Civitavecchia, escorted by auxiliary escort ship Jpparco Baccich (Leut. Alfredo Fores1), 
when at 14:50 was hit and sunk by a submarine torpedo 4 mile south of Cape Figari. 29 
castaways were recovered, of the crew of 32 men. The Baccich gave chase to the submarine 
until the arrival of the two Mas 501 and 502, released from La Maddalena. 

The Arca was sailing for Lero, coming from Istanbul with the escort of the DD Sella 
(Capt. Corv. Benedetto Lucchetti). 

At 22:25 on 25 October was attacked, missing, a submarine 38 miles to the east of 
the island of Psara. DD Stella tried to ram the submarine without success, then giving him 
hunting with the launch of numerous anti-submarine depth charges. 

At 07:25 on 26, 9 miles south of the island of Chios, suffered the attack of a second 
submarine, which was fatal because it was hit and sunk by the explosion of fuel he had on 
board. However all staff had time to get to safety, with boats reaching the nearby coast of 
Scio. 


d) Pipe with oil tankers in return. 

Of the six tankers on a return trip from Libya only the Rondine had stories to 
remember. The other five, as said at the beginning of this paragraph are met no contrast 
from part of the opponent. 

The tkr Rondine started from Tobruk directly to Piraeus at 17:30 on 1 October along 
with SS Ger. Santa Fé, escorted by DD Sebenico (Capt. Corv. Luca Goretti de Flamini 
escort commander) and the TB Lira and Castelfidardo (Leut. Luigi Balduzzi). 

At 23.35 the convoy began to hear the sound of aircraft; the day at 12:53 of the 2™ lit 
a line of flares and shortly after an aircraft launched a torpedo that did not hit. 

At 01:25 another plane, passing - as the commander of the Sibenik estimated - 
through the screen that this DD was developing to protect merchant, struck the Rondine. 

"Without that we have received any plane noise - the report says - at 01:25 a torpedo 
launches and strikes with one or possibly two torpedoes the left side of the ship at the 
bridge. Immediately spread the fire of tanks 20:30: the high flames wrap around the 
command bridge 
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to it the superstructure. The commander, Capt. l.c. Luigi Lerici, located on the bridge, is 
projected violently on the deck of the same. When he recovered quickly, stop the engines 
and with the residual headway turned the ship to the wind, to avoid the spread of the fire. 
The maneuver succeeds perfectly executed. The ship lurched to the left. “ 

On the ship were 30 crew members, including the captain and 21 soldiers passing 
through. The upon the torpedoing, 34 people left the ship eluding the order of the 
commander of all stay on board (they were recovered by the Lira). 

The commander, with 16 courageous men, could in two hours to extinguish the fire, 
while the two torpedo boats protected the tanker from persistent attacks by bombers. 

At about 04:00 the Rondine, who had regained the horizontal position, could get 
going again and return to Tobruk at 14:00 the same day of the pe protected by TB Lira and 
Castelfidardo and air escott. 

The Santa Fé continued to Piraeus with Sehenico, arriving at 18:45 of the 5h 

The tanker returned to Tobruk, where she was placed in a position to resume the sea, 
until October 26, when she left at 18:30 to Piraeus with SS Ger. Trapani with the escort of 
TB Partenope (Capt. Corv. Gustavo Lovatelli) (F), Lira and Perseo... the first two were just 
arriving with the SS Dora (as we have seen) and Perseo there had come the day before with 
the Tkr Alfredo . 

At 23:00 the convoy was attacked 30 miles from Tobruk by torpedo bombers, who 
did not hit, while one of the attackers was shot down by the torpedo boats. 

At 18:00 of the 28" convoy was attacked unsuccessfully by bombers 50 miles north, 
Antikithera and at 09:00 of the 29" entered the port of Piraeus. 


4. - THE LIBYAN COASTAL TRAFFIC. 
As stated in Section 1 of Chapter II there were in October 24 convoys of ships (26, 


this last) on coastal routes and 23 in November (with 26 ships), of which 10 until November 
12". No small ships, but no motorships were lost at sea or were attacked. 
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Of the 34 coastal convoys of ships in the period we are dealing with, they were 
instead attacked 6, namely: 

-The SS Ger. Kreta escorted by TB Calliope, where the sinking, which occurred on 
October 8, has already had occasion to speak in paragraph 2 of Chapter IV; 

-The SS Ger. Trapani escorted by TB Medici, unsuccessfully attacked on October 
14; 

-The SS Tripolino and Ostia (Ger.) escorted by TB. Circe, both sunk on 1 
November; 

-The SS Capo Orso escorted by TB Centauro, unsuccessfully attacked by planes to 
02:00 on 3 November 5 miles north of Misurata, as she was crossing between Tripoli and 
Benghazi; 

-The SS Col di Lana, escorted by TB Partenope and Csmg Eso, unsuccessfully 
attacked by bombers at 02:45 of 11 November to the east of Misrata, while sailing from 
Benghazi to Tripoli; 

-The recovery SS Falco, sank without casualties, by magnetic mine on November 12 
off Ras Taiunes, while she moved without escort from Benghazi to Tripoli. 


We now describe crossings of those convoys that had events, it's worth remembering 
the way as they took place. 


The SS Ger. Trapani left Tripoli at 06:40 on 14 October escorted by TB Medici 
(Leut. Antonio Furlan), directed to Benghazi. 

At 12:37 the convoy was attacked at very low altitude by three bombers. "The first 
bomber - said the report of Capt Furlan - The attempts to cross the steamer from left to right, 
but too low, and probably hit some of machine gun projectile collides with the radio antenna 
mast aft and it plunges into the sea on the starboard side exploding. The second machine 
will attempt the same maneuver on the other side, but became aware of trying to be too low 
wider to the side then the first, is launching two bombs that did not explode on the starboard 
side, strafing simultaneously. Framed by the pull of the gunner of the Trapani and the 
Medici-thing quite easy due to its proximity, 300 meters - struck the engines it loses altitude 
while abandoning example, you see the fall into the sea. The third aircraft desist from the 
attack, but seen from fighter aircraft of protection is chased and shot down... heading toward 
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the location where it crashed into the sea the other aircraft, the second crash location I 
reported to fighter escort. I see a dinghy and recover the crew of an officer and a sergeant 
[the names follow]. " 

Around midnight of the same day of the 14" came on the convoy at a series of flares 
and 00:36 of the 15"" bombers attacked the Trapani without hitting him. 

At 16:00 of the 15" entered Benghazi without being disturbed. 

The incident was particularly strong because the two ships had the rare good fortune 
to shoot down all the attacker during the first attack, without receiving any harm. 

Very different was the fate of the Tripolino - Ostia convoy, departed from Benghazi 
to Tobruk at 16:45 on 30 October, with the escort of the Circe (Capt. Corv. Stefano Palmas) 
and 6 aircrafts that left him at sunset. 

The 31 passed without incident, always under air guard; only from 19:30 to 20:45 
around the convoy they flashed intermittently lines of flares. 

Just past midnight and until 02:08 on 1 November, the convoy was constantly 
overflown by planes and illuminated by flares. But Circe, maneuvered high speed around 
the two steamers, she managed to keep them wrapped in smoke it developed while doing 
intense fire. At 2:08, a time when the Tripolino had occasionally brought a little out of the 
smoke, a torpedo explosion reached him making the load of ammunition and fuel. The ship 
disappeared and the Circe could not stop to rescue any shipwrecked, not to abandon the 
Ostia himself. 

Made a detour to the north, in an attempt to disorient the enemy planes that 
continued to attack, the two surviving ship returned to the point of the sinking of Tripolino 
in hopes of finding any survivors: at 00:20 Circe she found and recovered one, seriously 
injured . 

During the detour two more air strikes spoke out: one between 02:35 and 02:43 by a 
bomber who launched a salvo of bombs astern of the steamer; one around 03:00 with 
torpedo launch avoided by the steamer and the torpedo boat with appropriate independent 
maneuvers. 

At 06:30, just shot the route to Tobruk, was spotted a "Blenhein Beaufort" against 
which Ostia and Circe opened undergone 
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violent fire that perfectly framed the plane. "But this continues in the attack and about 300 
meters launching the torpedo. The ship maneuvering, but is hit in the bow and extreme right 
later exploding... Recovered the survivors, at 13:56 [1 November] it sinks near the bridge of 
the fuel oil of Tobruk." 


In conclusion, over the period were lost on coastal routes 4 steamers and no 
motorships. 


To close the topic of coastal traffic is useful, finally, recall the intense performance 
of the IV landing craft fleet until the fall of Tobruk. 

It was a group of 20 landing craft, which in 14 trips with 44 units-trip, evicted from 
Marsa Matruh on Tobruk Tobruk and Benghazi and Tripoli in 1700 tons of material and 
2160 men, with an average distance for each landing craft of about 800 miles. The latest 
landing craft reached Tripoli on November 24. 

It should be remembered navigating the group consisting of Mz 726, 716, 755 and 
757. The group had left Tobruk on 1 November, bound for Tripoli with milestones in Derna 
and Benghazi. 

Up to Benghazi no accident occurred. 

The group left Benghazi at 16.50 on November 13, under the command of the head 
of the convoy captain CREM Mario Bertini embarked on Mz.726. The Mz.757 was in the 
queue to training with a pump-boat in tow. Altogether the four ships were on board, the 
departure from Benghazi, 230 tons. materials and 217 men (and, of course, the 60 
constituents of the four their crews). 

At about 01:10 on 15 November, while the group was more or less in the middle of 
the coast of the Gulf of Sirte that followed at no great distance from land, the parent ordered 
to stop to allow the Mz.7 57, who had been a little 'back because of the pump - boat in tow, 
to reach the convoy. 

There were sea and wind from the northwest, 5 strengths, that is rather violent in 
relation to the size of the landing craft. 

After about 20 minutes of waiting, the convoy started up again, and the Mz.7/6 
(commanded by Second Lieutenant Antonio Forte) in the maneuver to get back into 
formation hit a reef covered by only 60 centimeters of water. 
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After three days, namely at 18:00 of the 18", the landing craft - the impossibility of 
recovery - was set on fire by his commander, after all the staff had already been grounded 
not without difficulty for the rough sea. The Mz.7/6 had on board, besides the crew of 15 
people, 30 men and 27 tons of materials. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE SECOND PHASE OF THE LIBYAN TRAFFIC 
(November 13, 1942 - 22 January 1943) 


I. - TRAFFIC FEATURES AND CONCERNS. 


Departed: from Piraeus to Benghazi last convoy on November 9 (SS Thessalia with the TB 
Fortunale not reached her destination: See section IV, paragraph 2), from Benghazi to Piraeus on 
November 12 last convoy of return (SS Galiola and Capo Orso, escorted by TB Fortunale from 
Benghazi to Tripoli on November 18 last steamer (German Spezia) with the last load of evacuation 
of the base, and Benghazi fell into enemy hands on November 20, the most salient feature vector and 
operational period considered here was that traffic with Libya was launched for the sole port of 
Tripoli and the coastal was reduced enormously, and limited to secondary ports - Tripoli. 

Between 13 in November 1942 and 22 January 1943 the deep sea convoys were a total of 40 
(17 outward — 10 in November and 7 in December - and 23 in return), and those coastal - 14: an 
average frequency, equal about a third of the previous period. 

During this time the convoys inbound surpassed those forward to effect the eviction of 
Libya. 

Of the 17 convoys they were attacked went 8 and 23 in return they were attacked 13, in 
proportion that is reversed compared to normal traffic to and from Libya. 

On 15 November the Adm. Riccardi, Chief of G.S. of the Navy, wrote to the Chief of the 
G.S. General the following letter that he focused the traffic situation: 
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"The situation that has arisen in respect of traffic with Africa can be summed up in 
the two following points: 
-The First traffic with Tunisia has started. It may be stepped up and maintained to 
the extent necessary, provided that all of our mass means to do it. 
-Even the second diverting means traffic to Tunis, if it is not occupied the east coast 
of Tunisia it will not be possible to keep traffic with Tripoli. 
" Indeed: 
- The routes of the east will be closed as soon as the enemy has organized 
Cyrenaica airfields; 
- The routes of the west will be closed as soon as the enemy will have 
replenished Malta or have occupied the Tunisian coast, or also - coming from - only 
the southern part of it (taken Gabes - Sfax). " 


The east coast of Tunisia was occupied by us, but the route to the west was always 
seriously jeopardized by aircraft and submarines of Malta, by high speed craft of Force K 
(reconstituted and stationed in Malta at the end of November 1942, under the command of 
Vice Adm. AJ Power, with the two CL Dido and Euryalus four DD. and the motor torpedo 
boat flotilla, also stationed in Malta at the time. 

In late November, a memo of the Supermarina to Comando Supremo and an 
exchange of letters between Hitler and Mussolini, which originated from a visit to Rome of 
Goering accompanied by Rommel, point out the situation in a way that can be summarized 
as follows. 

The port of Tripoli was congested ships under load, 9 to 29 November there were 
flocked 19 of 26 departures, 10 of which are from Italy (4 of which are lost), and its 
absorption capacity was reduced (about 1,600 tons. per day) for both the devastation and 
disruption in port operations produced by air strikes, and because the previous summer 
Tripoli had surrendered much of its equipment to the ports of Cyrenaica and Egypt with no 
possibility of reinstatement. 

In total in those 20 days were reached in Tripoli 39,708 tons. materials (about 52,208 
departing), including 132 tanks and 620 vehicles, and 29 November about 8,000 tons. They 
had not yet been discharged. 
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The availability of light ships for escort (antiquated destroyers, torpedo boats old and 
new alerts - escorts) was 

units ready. ... 36 

units in repair ..32 


so he had to resort even to the few destroyers assigned to the Naval Forces, especially for 
the transport of men and for the installation of minefields. Nevertheless there was no 
possibility to ensure sufficient protection to trafficking, which took place on many 
directions: to Tripoli, Tunisia, Corsica and Sardinia, Albania and Greece, for Dalmatia, in 
the Aegean, for the movement of the tanks of oil (from the Black Sea and from the ports of 
Northern Italy) and for transporting coal from Sardinia to the mainland. 

As to the quality of merchant shipping, on 31 fast modern motor ships owned or 
entered service since the war, they remained only 5. They went disappearing even the 
steamers of 10 knots and it was necessary to align the old ships of 7-8 knots, which 
increased the -for increased journey times - the cost incurred from fuel stocks. 

The reminder of Supermarina continued calling attention of the Comando Supremo 
chronic deficiency of fuel oil, which threatened to suspend all traffic within a few weeks, the 
strengthening of the fighter aircraft of Malta, for which they were targeted with low altitude 
strafing of the escorts and they had been shot down in the last week, within the radius of 150 
miles from Malta, with 7 Navy seaplane and 7 of' the Air Fleet, all available for the 
antisubmarine protection of the convoys. 

Supermarina concluded with these considerations and requests: "From all these 
circumstances arises the extreme difficulty of continuing traffic with Tripoli, except with 
smaller ships for direct coastal routes unescorted. He also confirmed the impossibility of 
simultaneously supplying Tripoli and Tunisia ... A fundamental element, which affects the 
ability to supply Libya and Tunisia also, is the airpower in which the enemy came gradually 
gaining a decisive superiority. This supremacy could be countered only by shooting a 
powerful offensive action deep against Malta. It is certainly true that the materials to be sent 
in North Africa exist in Italy and can be made available in large 
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measure. It is also true that it is only necessary to navigate. But this is the central problem of 
our entire war. " 

After noting the efforts made hitherto by the Navy to make it possible to navigate in 
front of an opponent vastly superior to air-ship means, so Supermarina concluded: "The 
Navy has done its utmost effort beyond all limits of personnel and material .of to keep up to 
date the flow of supplies needed in Africa. Continue to do so, but his chances diminish 
continuously and rhythm indicating the likelihood that soon may become inadequate to any 
task." 

As a result of the allegation made by Supermarina, and bearing in mind that priority 
was to be given to traffic with Tunisia, from 1 December 1942 to January 22, 1943 could be 
embarked on in Tripoli only 8 convoys with 10 steamships - all travel in December, of 
which 6 sunk, supplemented by 6 convoys, motor sailing vessels with 6 units - travel, of 
which 2 are sunk. 

As we see, very little could be done to feed Tripoli in that last period before his fall, 
and with a disastrous outcome. 

As for the resumption of hammering relied on Malta, it could be attacked only three 
times December 31, 1942, 17 and 18 January 1943), because the maximum effort of the 
Italian-German Air Force was focused on enemy ports and airports in Algerians and 
Tunisians and the against the traffic feeding the allied forces landed in Algeria. 


Another memo Supermarina transmitted to the Comando Supremo of the previous 
few days later, namely on December 4. It contained some considerations about the 
possibility of traffic with the Tripoli and with Tunisia "to date" and comprehensive statistics 
on the maritime situation. 

We report what is said to traffic with Tripoli: 


"|. - The renewed efficiency Air Malta does not have permission for any recon today 
of Valletta for the presence of surface ships. 

"Moreover, this presence has been detected and confirmed by telegrams intercepted 
from sinking by gunfire of the TB Lupo [it was the Force K, which had sunk the Lupo on 2 
December]. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 109 


"2. - Malta air efficiency prevents systematic aerial reconnaissance of the area 
between Sicily and Tripoli. 

“3 - The enemy aerial reconnaissance day and night from Malta resumed in intensity 
and is fully operational. 

“4 - The harbors of Sousse and Sfax not have any prospect of safety nor anti-ship or 
flak. The port of Sfax today is still blockaded. 

"5. - In these conditions it is no longer possible to start convoys to Tripoli and even 
rely on the coastal traffic. Some small ship can always be started, but with little chance of 
arriving. 

"6. - The return traffic has better prospects." 

Supermarina forecasts came true. 5 of 5 steamers started in convoys to Tripoli after 4 
December 2 did not arrived at, destination and of 6 motor sailing vessels -2 were also sunk, 
as mentioned above. 


2. — THE MOST KEY EVENTS OF THE HIGH SEAS CONVOYS. 


Similar to what has been written for the convoys of the first phase, Here we will tell 
only those who did not follow crossings without interference from the enemy. Given the 
large number of convoys in return and the attacks they were subjected (unlike the previous 
period), will agree to deal separately with the convoys on the outward and return. 


a) outward Convoys. 

The first convoy, which suffered with fatal attack by enemy aircraft, was - 
unfortunately for us - very important for the size of the modern tanker Giulio Giordani of 
10,534 GRT, which constituted together with the DD Bersagliere (Capt. Frig. Anselmo 
Lazzarini, (F)) and Granatiere (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe Gregorio). 

The Giordani departed at 22:15 on 15 November from Taranto to Tripoli. When it 
left Taranto with her escort were moving towards Tripoli another 9 convoys: 

- SS Emilio Morandi with the TB Medici, she departed from Benghazi; 

-SS Sibilla unescorted, departed from Benghazi; 
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-SS Volta unescorted, also departed from Benghazi; 

-Motor tanker Ennio unescorted, again from Benghazi; 

-Tanker Tevere unescorted, left, Tobruk; 

-MS D’Annunzio with the TB Lupo and Fortunale departed from Patras; 

- MS Foscolo with the TB Aretusa, departed from Benghazi; 

-SS Sirio with DD Freccia, then replaced by TB Ardito and Castelfidardo, left 
Naples; 

- Tanker Tanaro unescorted, from Benghazi. 

If to these are added another three convoys returning from Tripoli and one from 
Benghazi, and two moving between Italy and Tunisia (to say the 5 convoys, of motor sailing 
vessels with 10 ships) we can say that the day of 15 in November 1942, with the following 
days, to their final destination of all the convoys, it was a day particularly full of traffic: A 
total of 15 convoys of ships at sea and 5 motor sailing vessels. 

Among the many goals the English air force targeted the ship which was really 
worthwhile to prevent the arrival at their destination, namely Giordani loaded of 7,400 tons 
of fuel and 35 tons Lubricants. 

The convoy proceeded at a speed of 13 knots, with a good air escort during the day 
and with the balloon at 100 meters above sea level towed by the tanker. At 22:00 on the 
17th, while the convoy was in the north of Misurata with bow on Tripoli, the tanker was hit 
in a short-interval by two torpedoes launched from planes: the first hit her in the bow to 
starboard, the second in the middle. The attack was started 25 minutes before the usual 
ignition of flares and aircraft, although subjected to a violent anti-aircraft fire of the three 
ships and although the destroyers they develop a thick curtain of smoke, had insisted with 
great determination to achieve the goal. 

The Giordani went up in flames soon after the arrival of the second torpedo and the 
Bersagliere telegraphed at 22:21 to Supermarina: “Oil tanker struck is sinking, I stay area to 
recover shipwrecked until dawn." 

Supermarina replied: "Try by all means rescue tanker [stop] If it sinks, completed 
recovery castaways, direct to Messina east or western route according to sea conditions 
[stop] No chance supply Tripoli." 

This last sentence sounded like a recommendation charge concerns. In fact no other 
tanker could be started 
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to Tripoli, which was able to receive only a modest amount of fuel carried by some small 
coastal tankers in service at the time of the evacuation of Tobruk and Benghazi. 

The recovery of the castaways proceeded hampered by sea and mistral wind; the 
Bersagliere recovered the 69 castaways and the Granatiere 13 of 141 people on board 
including crew of the tanker (37 people), and Italian and German soldiers. 

After the recovery of the survivors of the two destroyers headed east on route to 
Messina, where they arrived in the early hours of the 19" 

It is to note that at 02:20 the destroyers had to pause for a time saving of men, 
because a trail of torpedo fired from a submarine had passed stern to the Bersagliere the two 
torpedo boats immediately gave chase to the submarine, returning at dawn to the recovery of 
the shipwrecked. 


The second ship disappeared after air strike, was the Lago Tana of 783 GRT, which - 
being recorded in the auxiliary fleet - had military crew and was commanded by Leut. 
Corrado Schinko. 

It was started at 22:00 on November 16 from Trapani to Tripoli having on board, in 
addition to the crew of 90 people, 127 Italian soldiers of various arms, which had landed on 
Lampedusa. 

He had left Pantelleria, where he had stopped from 15:00 on the 17" to 08:00 of the 
20", directed to Lampedusa, when at 16:40 of the 20" aircraft of the Air Fleet (Army 
Aviation) signaled of seeing a ship in flames 40 miles northwest of Lampedusa. 
Immediately from Pantelleria they were sent there a Mas and the hospital ship Capri. This 
found and recovered only two castaways; Nothing of the Mas. 

All except these two, and died in the following days were recovered at sea or on the 
coast - Lampedusa, carried by the current, 55 corpses of which only 16 - including that of 
the commander Schinko - recognizable. 

The survivors told the Lago Tana had been sighted, two hours after the departure 
from Pantelleria, by a enemy scout and that between 12:05 and 12:35 was nanny attacked by 
a four-engined aircraft with 8 action strafing and bombing. 

Weapons on board with which to react were only a machine gun. 
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The ship was soon reduced to a desperate situation, and then the commander ordered 
the abandonment; but having sunk to the bottom of the sea all the lift boats because holed by 
enemy strafing, the staff, the majority of wounded, remained at the mercy of the sea. At 
16:00 a new air strike gave the coup de grace to the ship, which sank after sunset. 


Three days later, that is on November 23, the British submarine 7rge sank at the 
height of the buoy no. 7 of Kerkenah bank the SS Giacoma of 223 GRT. It was also crewed 
by the Navy and its commander was the helmsman of the 1“ class Pietro Olivari: the crew 
consisted of 18 people. 

It had departed Trapani at 05:40 of the 22™, bound for Tripoli. On the morning of 
the 23" the submarine attacked him with the gun, according surfaced since the smallness of 
the ship gave custody to be able to sink keeping out of range of a few light weapons that 
could reply. 

At 10:10 on 23™ the Giacoma was spotted on fire by a reconnaissance aircraft for the 
protection of traffic, with a submarine in its vicinity, which dived when she saw the plane. 
Tripoli was sent — the rescue ship Mera, that recovered 13 people, not without difficulty to 
the adverse weather. Among the missing were the captain and two crewmen. The chief 
engineer officer and a sergeant gunner were rescued and taken prisoner by the submarine. 


On December 2 was sunk the SS Veloce. She had left Naples bound for Tripoli on 30 
November at 23.00 in convoy with SS Chisone, escorted by the TB Lupo (Capt. Corv. 
Giuseppe Folli (F)), Aretusa (Capt. Corv. Roberto Guidotti) and Sagittarius (Leut. Vittorio 
Barich). Up in front of Trapani navigated with the convoy also the tanker Devoli, that left 
her at 19:35 on 1 December to enter in Trapani. Twenty minutes later the TB Sagittarius left 
the convoy due to a breakdown, heading to Trapani. 

Meanwhile, from 17:00 the same day 1 December joined the formation to reinforce 
the escort the TB Ardente (Leut. Rinaldo Ancillotti), which had until then performed a 
preventive anti-submarine hunting pre leaving Palermo in the morning. So that the convoy 
continued over the waters of Trapani with the two steamers and with the three TB Lupo, 
Aretusa and Ardente. The Veloce was loaded with gasoline in drums and the Chisone 
ammunition. 
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From 1 December from 21:30 to 04:15 of December 2, while the convoy was sailing 
in the stretch of sea between Sicily and Pantelleria, were from aboard counted several times 
fifty flares rather distant and the formation was six times over flown by aircraft. 

From 12:30 to 13:50 of the second day the convoy was followed at distance by a 
enemy scout. At 19:17 the same day, while the convoy was near the Kerkenah buoy, she 
was lit by a flare near the ship. What followed is well told by the commander of the TB 
Ardente... 

"It starts to smoke and the order of the Lupo maneuver to get out as quickly as 
possible from the illuminated area. They are launched other flares and then formation 
zigzags and maneuver out of the illuminated area. 

"At approximately 20:00, following the smoke and the maneuvers performed with 
the Lupo with the SS Veloce they are to be moved slightly to the east and to respectively to 
the Aretusa and to the Ardente with SS Chisone. 

They are launched numerous flares and large rafts burning in the sea near the Lupo 
and the Veloce. It is assumed that at that time it was carried out the attack on the ship struck 
her aft, she is seen on fire. 

"At 21:05 the Lupo communicates to stay to give assistance to Veloce. The 
navigation with Aretusa and the Chisone ... 

"At 23:46 you see fire in the direction in which the Veloce caught fire and where, 
therefore, must be the Lupo. Seeing shots of cannon and then turn on some projectors intuits 
that the Lupo must be attacked by a naval force. » 

And in fact Lupo was attacked suddenly by Force K, which was high-speed sortie 
from Malta - apparently on the advice of scouts - and sank in a few minutes while she was 
intent on recovery of the survivors of the Veloce, sinking wrapped by flames. A shot was 
taken in full the bridge of the Lupo, shortly after the commander had given the order to start 
at full speed. 

The Ardente, realizing what must have happened, let go the Chisone with the 
Aretusa (which arrived in Tripoli on 3 December at 19:00) and waited for the dawn before 
returning to save the surviving staff of the ships sunk so as not to risk being surprised in turn 
in the darkness by the same naval force. 
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The Ardente, arrived on site at 08:45 (after, along the way, saved the crew of a 
German plane downed near it due to an engine failure), began searching for survivors. But 
failing to find them asked Supermarina the aid of an aircraft. Finally, just after noon he 
sighted two ships laden with men and another men at sea. At 16:35 recovered the last 
survivors: a total of 291 people of the Lupo and 72 of the SS Veloce. He was ordered to 
bring them to Palermo, where he arrived at 07.00 on 4 December. 

It should be noted that the torpedo boat was at 13:40 attacked by a torpedo plane but 
had had time to set in motion, breaking the rescue of shipwrecked, and to avoid the torpedo 
that had been launched against. 

About 164 people on board on Lupo, only 29, as mentioned, were the survivors, 
including the second officer. They died all the other officers (8, including the captain) and 
three aspirants, 124 crew members and a group of soldiers boarded passage. 

From the Veloce of the victims were on board 135 men (79 of whom were soldiers 
for passage), 63. 

Following the loss of the Veloce the Comando Supremo ordered Supermarina to 
send by submarines as much fuel was possible, Tripoli in danger of remaining without. 
Between 9 and 29 December was possible to send 374 tons with 6 submarines. 


The day after the great loss of the Lupo and the Veloce, and that is, on December 3, 
we lost on the Trapani -Tripoli route 4 ships: three outward journey and one return trip 
(Sacro Cuore), which we will say later. 


In chronological order, the first to be sunk was the SS Audace about 1,500 GRT, 
sailing alone from Trapani to Tripoli. 

He had left Trapani, with a cargo of fuel drums, at 11:30 on 30 November. At 19:10 
on 3 December was attacked in the Gulf of Hammamet by three torpedo planes: hit in the 
middle by a torpedo, she sank in flames. About forty people on board, including an naval 
officer and 8 sailors of the Navy for the arming of the cannon and service communications, 
the survivors were 12 that were saved on the Tunisian coast: the commander Salvatore 
Ligresti was among them. 
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It is worth noting that the SS Audace came from Messina, whence she had to leave 
with original destination Tunis, and had been joined by the SS Minerva, from Bari with the 
TB Orione (Capt. Corv. Colavolpe Luigi), also with a cargo of gasoline initially intended to 
Tunis. The three ships were diverted by the Supermarina to Trapani, who had arrived at 
10:00 on November 28, and Orione went to Naples to provide the escort of other transports 
destined for Tunisia. 

The diversion of the Audace and Minerva to Tripoli, with a stop in Trapani, is to be 
related with the loss of the Veloce. 


And now we say the loss of two other ships, Minerva and Palmaiola, both loaded 
with fuel drums for a total of about 3,500 tons., Sailing alone without an escort. Tonnage of 
both about 1,900 tons gross and for lack of supplies, it had to face the risk of a isolated start 
them (like the Audace), hoping they would go unnoticed or not heavily attacked, given their 
small size. Except that, having convened - as now you will see - increased, with their 
understandable initiative, the probability of being attacked. 

The navigation of Minerva to Trapani has already said. The steamer left Trapani at 
14:00 on 1 December; 23.00, when she was 20 miles north of Pantelleria, he saw ignite stern 
a curtain of flares and then the commander (Capt. 1 c Carlo Monti Bragadin) decided to stop 
in Pantelleria. She departed at 07:00 the second day, but an hour later a scout signaled the 
presence of a submarine and he returned to anchor. Finally at 10:00 he left, by order of the 
local Navy Command, and at noon the SS Palmaiola followed suit who left Trapani at 01:10 
of the same day two. 

During the night on the 3™ the Palmaiola spotted two boats with 23 castaways of the 
SS Sacro Cuore (of which we will say later), who-after having taken on board and refreshed 
—returned to their boats, at their request, to catch up with the boats not far Tunisian coast. 

At 11:00 of the 3 of the two ships sighted a enemy scout at 13.00 and another scout. 

Around 17:00 they saw the TB Ardente "on patrol" with a launch over the side: he 
was, as we have seen "recovering the last of the castaways SS Veloce and TB Lupo. 
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At 21.50 the Palmaiola -almost at Djerba island - was attacked by torpedo aircraft, 
which launched two torpedoes: the first was avoided by the ship, the second struck the 
middle breaking it apart and sinking it on fire in a few minutes. Of the 42 people on board, 
they saved 17, including the captain, rejected afloat by a whirlpool after being thrown 
overboard by the explosion: the survivors managed to reach the coast with some life rafts. 

A few minutes after the Palmaiola had been hit was the turn of the Minerva, which 
fell first incendiary, causing the combustion of the oil drums that were on deck, and then 
was hit by a torpedo that sank her. 

Of the crew, were saved 26 men: 21 by a lifeboat and 5 recovered from a raft of the 
Palmaiola, the commander was among the 21 missing. 

The 21 survivors of the lifeboat were able to reach El Biban (islet not far from the 
border with Tripolitania), after two days of grueling and eventful navigation rowing, helped 
by a sail in the last phase of luck. 

The survivors of both ships reached Tripoli with vehicles sent from the Tripoli Navy. 


After the critical day of 3 December it came to the 13" before recording another loss 
on the route to Tripoli: that of the MS Foscolo. It is - true that in those days was launched in 
Tripoli only one ship, the Docilitas, started from Cagliari on the 9" and arrived at their 
destination - without being discovered - at noon on the 19th, after touching Trapani and 
Sfax. 

The Foscolo had left Naples, loaded with fuel and ammunition with other material, 
at 21:00 on 12 December escorted by the DD Freccia (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe Andriani) and 
had come to Trapani the next day around noon, navigating to a speed close to 15 knots, 
which was its top speed. 

"Broken down by Trapani at 18:30 of the same day of the 13", headed to Tripoli 
with the DD Freccia and with 4 German torpedo boats: the importance of modern ship and 
cargo carrying justified the allocation of 5 escort ships. She herself had a good armament 
antiaircraft. 

Shortly after leaving the port, and that is at 18:45, the Freccia intercepted with 
"Metox” RADAR transmissions of the aircraft. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 117 


Here's how Commander Andriani describes the events that followed: 

"From 19:35 to 20:45 the Metox again receive RADAR emissions, which are 
increasing in intensity and become almost continuous. 

"At 20:54 I order accordingly to the ship to return to full speed, informing 
Supermarina my decision. 

"At 21.30 Supermarina orders me to continue and 21:51 tells me:"To decide return, 
waiting to be discovered and identified with certainty." 

"At 21:55 flares to starboard of the convoy. 

"At 21:58 I order the ship to return immediately. 

I continue on the route making smoke and firing volleys of machine gun. Throwing a 
smoke bomb. The motor ship approaches the stern putting on the left flares, which in the 
meantime have become more numerous. It has a squadron of German torpedo boats in 
position close escort, that hide with curtains of smoke. 

"At 22:04 the other flares light up towards the boat with director perpendicular to the 
first line of illumination. 

"At 22:12 the motor ship is hit and catches fire in lat. 37° 33' long. 12° 02' [25 miles 
southwest of Cape Lilibeo]. 

"Until 22:43 are subjected to firing of flares with planes flying over me. Maneuvered 
accordingly. 

"At 22:44 I direct on the fire and I see that the ship sank because the fire comes from 
the gasoline contained in the drums and afloat. 

"From 23:36 to 12:45, to fire that eased, put the boat into the sea and I compete in 
search of survivors along with the torpedo boats. Searches that were negative.” 

The torpedo boats had already recovered all survivors, namely 81: 50 Italians and 31 
Germans. The ship-rescue Laurana, sent from Trapani, found no other survivors. 

According to the report of the commander of the ship (Capt. l.c Achille Cheracci, 
who abandoned it last) 27 were missing of the 108 people on board, among them the 
military commander Leut. Luigi Simonetti who would not give up the ship. 

The Freccia landed in Trapani at 04:40 on 14 December with all 81 Survivors on 
board, the torpedo boats having had ordered to move elsewhere. 
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After the loss of the Foscolo was able to start in Tripoli only two convoys that were 
the last: the Ger. SS. Dora departed on December 17 and sank, the SS Zenobia Martini and 
KT2 (Ger.) Reached their destination without incident on the 31°. 

The Dora, who started from Palermo at 30:05 on the 17", was protected by Vas 207, 
213 and 229 to the height of Punta Barone (about midway between Cape St. Vita and 
Trapani), where TB Fortunale (Leut. Umberto Manacorda ), departed to Trapani at 13:00 
the same day of the 17", replaced them as escort. At 06:30 of 18" the escort was reinforced 
by the TB Ardito (Leut. Emanuele Corsanego (F)), which, after accompanying up in front of 
Susa the SS Giuseppe Leva, had been a rake to perform anti-submarine hunt in the Gulf of 
Hammamet. 

The steamer came regularly to Susa. At 12:45 on the 18", while the torpedo boats 
were still two days at sea to perform anti-submarine rake between the Gulf of Hammamet 
and Pantelleria, then returning to Tangier. 

The Dora departed from Susa unescorted at 05.00 of the 20", bound for Tripoli. On 
account of the bad weather he took shelter in Monastir until 20:00. The voyage, he was 
surprised at 01:00, the 21* by two cruisers and two destroyers of Force K and sunk off Ras 
Turgoeness, with 37 survivors of the 41 people on board. 


One can not say the four motor sailing vessels-lost during the period between the 
sinking of MS Fosclo and the end of December 1942, because they were, the only motor 
sailing vessels -started then to Tripoli hoping to get to their destination a few amount of fuel, 
becoming precious, and ammunition. 

The first was the SV Santa Maria of 399 GRT, who had left for Tripoli Trapani load 
barrels of gasoline at 07:17 on 14 December of a pilot in command of the 1“ class 
militarized Galliano Magroncini. Arrived in the Gulf of Hammamet, whence they were to 
continue for more security on coastal routes (as in general all motor-sailing), gave 
background under the coast on the 15". In the afternoon, attacked by bombers she sank. 
About twenty men boarded saved 12, including the captain. 

Three days later he was sent to the bottom! By the British submarine Safari SV 
Euphrasia of 49 GRT, loading of ammunition (the helmsman 1“ Militarized Sante 
Vianello). The motor-sailing vessel was started from Trapani directed to Tripoli at 14:00 of 
the 13" and, after stopping 
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at Pantelleria for three days, had continued at 16:30 of the 17". At 15:00 on the 18" she was 
caught two miles from Hammamet, by the aforementioned submarine and sunk by gunfire. 
The five survivors, including the captain, landed by life boat in Hammamet. 

The sinking was observed on the edge of the horizon from the TB Ardito and 
Fortunale, who were running the anti-submarine rake which has been mentioned. They 
made their way, always raking, toward where they had seen at 15:30 the sinking of the 
motor sailing vessel, but - reached - not sighted the castaways "which evidently given the 
short distance from the land, were rescued." 

Similarly the submarine Safari was due on December 27 the destruction of SV 
Eleonora Rosa 54 t.s.1. 

The motor sailing vessel had departed from Tunis to Tripoli, with a load of 45 tons 
of fuel, at 08:00 on the (oe and, after; having stopped in Sfax and Zuara, she had left this 
port at 6:20 of the 27". 

Five miles from Zuara, at approximately 07:00, the submarine, emerged suddenly 
"shot him from the 500 meters, taking five gun shots, hitting her and setting it on fire from 
the first shot. It recovered and took prisoner a castaway (sailor militarized Allgelo Morello). 
Of the other members of the crew were rescued by the rescue vessel — Meta, sailing from 
Tripoli, saved one, three disappeared, including the commander Rocca Prode (error unhurt). 

The last motor sailing vessel that disappeared was the Magdalene of 345 GRT, 
which is also loaded with flammable liquids. The commander was the militarized 1“ Class 
helmsman Giacomo Costanzo. He had left Susa for Tripoli at 19:00 on 30 December, when 
—a few hours after departure - was sunk by gunfire from the British submarine Unrivalled. 
Of the members of the crew, three were taken prisoner by the submarine, including the 
commander, and the others disappeared. 

The Magdalene was the last mercantile ship lost with a load of supplies to Tripoli. 


It should be mentioned finally the only motor sailing vessel attacked and sunk in 
November: the Bice of 269 grt. departing from Trapani to Tripoli at 08:00 on the 12" loaded 
with food destined for civil population. 

At 13:30 of the 13" was sunk, by gunfire from the Safari about 5 miles from Susa, 
near Kuriat. The motor sailing vessel, being without weapons, stopped the engines and the 
crew began to leave with 
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lifeboat. The submarine, sank after the Bice, approached the boat and took prisoner the only 
the commander (maritime master Alessandro Tandurella), leaving the other 7 crew members 
who reached Susa in tow, by a French motorboat met while rowed towards land. 


b) Convoys in return. 


The first steamboat sunk in return trip was the Scillin, sunk on November 14 with 
9130 people on board. Since only 45 people were saved, the loss of men was one of the 
most significant occurring in the Mediterranean for our sinking of a merchant ship. And 
since 830 men were, our prisoners of war, which began in Italy, and the unit was sunk by the 
English submarine Safari (who the day before had sunk the SS Bice), the tragic episode has 
similarities with that of the British ship Laconia sunk by a German submarine in the 
Atlantic, being full of Italian prisoners of war. 

The Scillin had left Tripoli at 14:10 on November 13, unescorted, to Trapani in 
command of Leut. Renato Parigi who had taken the lead the day before. The ship, of 1,579 
grt, was armed with a gun and with some 120 anti-aircraft gunners. 

In 24 hours, Parigi had managed to do some adjustments for boarding of so many 
men on a ship with a tonnage relatively modest. Besides the prisoners were aboard 60 
soldiers for their custody and 40 crewmen. 

At 19:47 on the {4° while Scillin was nine miles north of Kuriat in the Gulf of 
Hammamet "a sharp blow, followed quickly by others - as Leut. Parigi wrote in his report to 
return from captivity - was heard on the starboard abaft the beam; I immediately realized 
that it was a surfaced submarine, which attacked us with guns." 

In short the condition of the vessel were such that only a machine gun could fire 
back of the opponent. As he was being taken to the landing of men in survival craft, which 
were not sufficient for all, a torpedo struck the ship at the center at 20:05, breaking it into 
two parts. 

Only 45 people, as has been said, survived his immediate disappearance: 24 British 
prisoners and 21 Italian soldiers and sailors. The commander, first sucked into a vortex, was 
later rejected 
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afloat and recovered by the submarine along with the other 44 survivors. 


Between 14:42 and 15:15 on 23 November was attacked by two aircrafts Bristol- 
Beaufighter "the TB Ardito (Leut. Emanuele Corsanego), which was sailing from Tripoli to 
Palermo with SS Numidia. 

The convoy had left Tripoli at 06:30 on the 22™", and between 11:16 and 12:40 on 
the same day the torpedo boat had given chase to a submarine discovered with sonar, 
attacked with depth charges producing air leaks and naphtha, which had collected a sample 
from that abundantly surfaced, finding thick and sticky (1). 

Two hours after the attack ended one of the two anti-submarine aircraft attacked 
cited by flying low strafed the Ardito, sweeping the deck from bow to stern, injuring two 
people and killing eleven. 

At 14:55 it fell into the sea, brought down by the fire of the torpedo boat, while the 
other was forced to desist from the attack away. Shortly after it was seen downed an Italian 
transport aircraft that was passing nearby. 

The torpedo boat headed for Trapani high speed to land on the wounded, as he 
ordered the Numidia to take refuge in Susa. 

From Susa from the steamer left for Palermo at 10:00 of the 24" and reached its 
destination at 07:00 of the 25", escorted by torpedo boats to the height of the Motor torpedo 
boat Ms. 31 and Ms. 32 and then by Mas 543 and 547. 


A convoy of which we should talk, not because it was attacked by the enemy, but 
because a collision led to the loss of the TB Circe (Capt. Corv. Stefano Palmas (F)), is 
composed of the SS Zenobia Martini and Giuseppe Leva (convoy "LL”’) started from Tripoli 
to Palermo at 05:30 on 24 November, with the escort of the TB Circe and Fortunale (Leut. 
Alfredo D'Angelo). The convoy was sailing at 5.5 knots, one of the lowest speed recorded 
during the 





(1) Supermarina appreciated that Ardito had not attacked a submarine, but the boat 
lying on the bottom was the SS Tembien sank on Feb. 27, 1942, which was much closer to 
the location indicated by the torpedo boat. Already on 25 July, the TB Orion had fallen in 
the same misunderstanding in nearly the same position, observing fuel oil outcropping very 
dense and therefore not belonging to a submarine, which uses light fuel oil op MOTORINA. 
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war; but it was two old ships (the Z Martini had 28 years of life and G. Leva 35). 

The TB Fortunale left the convoy at 22:00 on the 25" south of Pantelleria, to return 
to Tripoli. 

The dramatic episode, of which the victim was the Circe, occurred at 01:13 on 27 
November on the route of traffic between CapeGallo and Cape San Vito Sicilian. Here's 
how the accident occurred according to the report of Naval Commander of Palermo Vice 
Adm. Giuseppe Genta, who carried out the investigations. 

"The convoy made up of the motor ships Citta di Tunisi and Citta di Napoli and the 
DD Mitragliere (Capt. Giuseppe Marini (F)), Corazziere (Capt. Frig. Antonio Monaco di 
Longano) and Folgore (Capt. Corv. Renato D'Elia ), started from Palermo [for Bizerte, at 
22:15 on 26 November, they proceeded with the two motor vessels in line in front in good 
lunar visibility conditions and with DDs in position of escort: Folgore right, Mitragliere 
left, advanced to the fore Corazziere . 

"Between Capee San Vito and Cape Gallo he was sailing in a row and in line with 
the opposite route the convoy consists of SS G. Leva and Z. Martini, with the TB Circe in 
advanced escort at a speed of 7 knots. From the reports it appears that the two convoys, 
which was known for having to meet, were sighted from a distance did not have any 
uncertainty about the course of normal traffic for both followed in reverse. 

"The "Mitragliere" convoy, proceeding at 15 knots did not alter its course nor his 
formation, since the ships sailed distance between them widely enough to go in the middle 
of the "Circe" convoy. 

"Can inexplicable and sol much attributable to a temporary loss of the actions of the 
officer on watch of the TB Circe (asp. Gmr. Augusto Bini) that - while, spotted the convoy, 
he warned the commander who was in the sand room - has then he maneuvered abruptly and 
erroneously without asking prior consent.” 

The maneuver consisted in approaching everything straight, putting the engines at 
full speed and thus being to cut the route to the Citta di Tunisi, who did not have time to do 
any counter maneuver bisecting the Circe. 

The Folgore recovered 99 castaways of the torpedo boat and by order of the flagship 
brought them to Palermo, joining the, "LL" convoy 
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replaced by TB Climene (Leut. Mario Colussi) at 02:05 of the 27". The latter was in turn the 
order to enter in Trapani with the MS Citta di Tunisi that had water leaks in the bow; He 
arrived at 04:50. 

Among the 66 missing there was the commander Palmas. 

The "LL" convoy arrived in Palermo at 10:00 on gh together with the Foigore. 

To close the subject, let's say that the Citta di Napoli arrived in Bizerte at 14:55 of 
the same ei hae while the DD returned to Palermo. The Citta di Tunisi, after inspection and 
necessary repairs, left Trapani with the Climene at 21:15 of the piss (together with the MS 
Brindisi and DD Folgore and TB Animoso), arriving in Bizerte at 13:00, of the pi tam 

While crossing the convoy Citta di Tunisi - Climene was repeatedly attacked by 
aircraft, until the 03:57 of the 28' torpedo aircraft launched a torpedo, which was avoided, 
and machine-gunned the Climene killing two crew members. 


At 18:45 on 2 December was sunk by the British submarine Umbra the cannon in 
front of Susa, 3 miles from land, the small SS Sacro Cuore of 1,097 GRT, which was armed 
with two guns and had on board, besides the crew 11 people (including the commander 
Domenico Lubrano Lavadera), 5 of the Navy for military equipment of machine guns, 13 
army soldiers and 20 German soldiers passing through. They survived, landing in Susa, 21 
survivors, while 5 Italian soldiers and the 20 Germans were recovered and taken prisoner by 
the submarine. 

The ship had set off from Tripoli directed to Trapani, at 01:10 on 1 December. 


Eventful was navigating of the MS Col di Lana, with 2,000 British prisoners on 
board, accomplished from Tripoli to Naples between 12:30 of the 4" and 22:00 on 
December 7: Of the escort, the TB Aretusa (Capt. Corv. Roberto Guidotti) for the entire 
journey, the TB San Martino (Leut. Enrico Vaccaro) up to 19:50 on the 4" and a German 
torpedo boat to Trapani. 

At 17:05 in the 4" - Four and a half hours after the start of the Aretusa she sighted 
red flares, distress signal corresponding to the aircraft disaster. Twenty minutes later she 
recovered on a rubber raft two British airmen, who landed in Trapani. 
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On the morning of the 5"" in the waters of Kerkenah the convoy sailed among 
shipwrecked, many of which are recognized as belonging to the SS Veloce and TB Lupo. 

At 11:45 he was spotted a scout enemy who followed the convoy at a distance and 
the torpedo boat fired at him three prejudice to indicate the air escort. Shortly after the scout 
walked away; but at 14:40, up, buoy no. | (the northernmost) Kerkenah of the torpedo boat 
was attacked by five Beaufighters, who twice flew strafing, despite his keen flak. The 
projectiles of the gunner from 20 aircraft produced many damages, among which the most 
severe were severing the transmission of steering control and without use of the station r .t. 
(Both reactivated at 15:30), the non-utilization of the piece to 100 mm fore and the fire, of 
one of its ammunition reserves. Among the dead and wounded, there were 18 people. 

At 17:24, as the convoy just north of Ras Kapudia, the Aretusa saw a twin-engine 
direct them meeting: the question that was not the enemy fired several bursts of machine 
gun in his direction, but without pointing their the weapon on him. The plane continued on 
course and then, from 600 meters away, was targeted and shot down. It was almost dark and 
the torpedo boat when it recovered the pilot, now dead, he saw that it was a German aviator. 
As is known, the aircraft Axis had orders to approach the national vessels performing a 
particular maneuver, without which they put themselves at risk of being shot by the ship 
shooting. 

Shortly before dawn on the 6"" the Aretusa she landed at Pantelleria 9 serious 
injuries; then continued with the ship, other aircraft sighted national and enemies, stopped in 
Trapani to leave 7 other less serious injuries and two dead. After six hours of rest, the 
convoy drove off at 00:20 on 7 December and arrived in Naples with no other incidents at 
22:00 the same day 7.. 


No less rich - of episodes was the first stage of the journey from Tripoli to Trapani of 
the MS Assab of 625 GRT, which sailed unescorted until Susa and with the escort of TB 
Cigno (Capt Corv. Massimo Franti) from Sousse to Trapani . 

The ship sailed from Tripoli at noon on December 6, loaded with materials 
belonging to Division "Folgore", after repairing with means on-board various faults caused 
by a air attack on the harbor. Its commander (Capt. l.c. Antonio Petrini) 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 125 


to increase the safety of navigation, it took the initiative to go to the inner channel of 
Kerkenah, passage that had never been attempted by anyone until then our ship. It should be 
noted that the Assab was not equipped with any weapon for their own defense. 

The 10" because of bad weather, after several attempts to hold the sea, the ship is in 
a bay close to the Gulf of Hammamet and - given the reported presence of a submarine - 
was ordered to take shelter in Susa, where He arrived at 11:30 on the 11" under an air 
attack. 

He departed from Susa at 13:47 of the 14", escorted by TB Cigno who had just 
arrived with a convoy coming from Palermo, reaching Trapani at 11:50 the following day. 

During the stop in Susa the ship underwent several air strikes, particularly directed 
against it: 

- One at 20:45 of the 11" by bombers; 

- One at 08:35 of the 13" by shooting that strafed; 

- One at 11:50 of the 13" by 8 bombers, which attacked the port; his crew did the 
upmost in lifeboats for Motorship Luigina Serra sunk during a bombing; 

- One again at 13.05 of the 14" -by 6 aircraft at low altitude, as he prepared to leave 
the port. 

All staff was noted for the speed with which proceeded after each attack to repair the 
many failures produced; but the Assab boldly taken the cruise to Trapani with all the 
survival equipment rendered inoperable, with numerous small holes plugged with makeshift 
means, with the normal compass out of service and with other failures. 

The SS Torquato Gennari was the last ship sunk in December 1942 on the routes of 
return. 

Departing from Tripoli to Trapani at 22:30 on 27 December - was sunk by a 
submarine torpedo (probably the Safari) 16 miles south of the southernmost buoy - the 
Kerkenah. It was 9:00 in the morning of the 29". 

Of the Crew, commanded by Lieutenant of CREM militarized Antonio Cortopassi, 
survived reaching Sfax with 24 survivors among which 3 were seriously injured, while the 
remaining 8 of the 32 men boarded disappeared with the ship. 
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As the steamer was of modest dimensions (1,012 GRT) it had a good armament and 
therefore it can be assumed that the submarine had preferred instead of the torpedo the 
surface attack with the cannon. 


In January, 1943, since there is more traffic gone, the enemy attack was concentrated 
against inbound convoys evacuation materials of Tripoli. On 14 convoys of ships made until 
January 23, they were attacked eight. 


The first convoy to be sought without consequences from aircraft in the dark hours 
of January 2, was what made the Large motorship Chisone, escorted by TB Orione (Capt. 
Corv. Luigi Colavolpe), who had left Tripoli to Palermo at 16:40 on 1 January. 

The ship arrived regularly in Palermo on the evening of the third day, while Orione 
had to bear off to Trapani for stormy sea from the northwest. 


On January 6, he left Tripoli, at 15:45, with the tanker Theodolinda with the Tug 
aux. Genova and with aux. minesweeper Maria di Piedigrotta the three ships were directed 
to Trapani. At 09:11 on the 11" the convoy escaped an attack submarine in the Gulf of 
Hammamet and fled first to Monastir and then in Sousse. He departed at 08:30 on the 7, 
but after eight hours of sailing was attacked by a submarine (probably the English 
Unrivalied), that surfaced and began shooting. The Theodolinda (a pilot of Ist class. 
Militarized Fernando Vatteroni) returned fire, and then the submarine targeted the tugboat 
sinking after having disembarked the 15 crew members. The other two ships returned to 
Susa, hence the auxiliary minesweeper departed on the morning of the 18" reaching the 
Trapani's, the 19"". The Theodolinda left Susa on the morning of the 25" and from 13:00 the 
same day was attacked in the bay of Hammamet the submarine Unruffled which struck her 
with a torpedo. The crew had no time to escape to the nearby resort of Hammamet (1). 





(1) Both of these ships are listed among the losses in traffic of Tunisia, being 
departing the Tunisian port after a long pause, when was ceasing the Libyan traffic or had 
ceased altogether. 
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On the night of 6 January, at 22:00, the SS Emilio Morandi left Tripoli with four 
landing craft 727, 736, 744 and 755. The MZ.727 was commanded by Leut. Silvio Bagolini, 
convoy commander. 

The Morandi was carrying only 250 tons various materials and 98 people, of which 
34 were the crew and 64 were on their return (30 militarized workers and 34 men of the 
Navy). 

At 20:10 on the 9", while the convoy was 20 mg. northeast of Kuriat with bow on 
Pantelleria, the Morandi being in the center and having two landing craft to the side in place 
of escort, was attacked by a submarine (probably the Umbra) struck her with two torpedoes 
on the starboard side: the first the demolished the bow destroying the machine gun with its 
armament and the second hit him in the middle, and cause rapid sinking. The two landing 
craft that were on the side of the submarine reacted immediately with their guns, forcing the 
submarine - which had surfaced - to dive. 


The rescue of the castaways from the landing craft was long and laborious for the 
seaway and the darkness, and lasted until the dawn of the 10". They were recovered only 32 
people; 66 disappeared with the steamer. The landing craft at 11:00 of the 11" landed in 
Trapani. 

The story of the MS D’Annunzio, escorted by TB Perseo (Leut. Xavier Marotta), 
started from Tripoli to Trapani at 17:00 on January 15, ended with a night fighting took 
place about 50 miles south - Lampedusa, where shone the value of both ships, the first of 
which went unfortunately lost (Figure 20). 

So he described the action commander Marotta, after saying that the 02:40 of the 
16" the Supermarina had warned him that he was spotted by enemy scouts: 

"At 19:03 [of the 16] to the left of the convoy in point 50 miles from Lampedusa 
for 180° is sighted on the beam profile warship at a distance of about 4,000 meters. The 
moon is down, visibility is poor ... The enemy ship opened fire on the torpedo boat at the 
same time illuminating it with the projector. A salvo falls short on the left. 

"At 03:21 other enemy ships open fire on the torpedo boat also from the side 
straight. Salvos are long. 
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"At 03:22 berth to starboard increasing speed. Tails of enemies projecting touch, the 
bridge at the bow, coming from the left. 

"At 03:23 try to open the fire, but the sea conditions, the speed, the indispensable 
juxtaposed to avoid centering the enemy fire they created enormous difficulties for 
armaments of the pieces that barely catching their, places. However the stern guns manage 
to open fire. 

"At 03.24 the ship is hit on the aft part no. 2. Men of the armament are invested in 
full by the explosions. Other shots burst near the ship; splinters hit the counter-bridge; a 
blow removes aircraft radio. 

"At 03:25 a fire spread aft near the mount n. 2; ammunition reserve explodes. 

"At 03.26 the enemy ships converge on the ship, on which open fire illuminating it 
with the projector. 

"At 03:27 I reverse the route and go to the attack. 

"At 03:29 the motorship hit and set on fire the cannon and machine guns with the 
responds to enemy fire. 

"At 03:35 a distance of about 2,000 meters on 50° beta execute the launch of two 
torpedoes (1). 

"At 03:36 ... I take route of removal, and I believe that any launch failure is due to 
the violence of the sea that has made it difficult to maneuver and the tappet ... 

"At 03:40 I prepare the launch autonomous with tappet direct from launch tubes, 
sending the whole the navigator [that was the only officer on board this vessel, the others 
being absent for various reasons]. 

"At 03:45 I execute the launch of two more torpedoes. I reverse the route and I 
disengagement with route north at 15 knots. I try to increase the speed to steal the damaged 
ships and almost unarmed further offenses; the violence of the sea does not allow it.“ 

08.00 of the 16" the TB Perseo entered the port of Lampedusa landing the 3 dead 
and 15 wounded, of about 180 people on board including 30 passing for repatriation. At 
13:00, he found that the torpedo boat to the many reported damage was in no condition 





(1) The beta is the angle, counted from the bow, which forms the visual with the 
longitudinal axis of the unit against which he fights. 
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to go to the rescue of the castaways of MS D ‘Annunzio, it was arranged that as soon as 
possible left for Trapani. 

The ship had sunk to 04:00. Of about 300 people who were aboard (including 100 
political prisoners) survivors which there were only five, two of which landed in Zuara 
exhausted after about ten days spent on a raft adrift. 5 more persons were recovered and 
taken prisoner by one of the attacking ships, the boat picked up immediately after the 
disappearance of the ship. 

Ships attackers belonged to Force K. 


The next day, January 17, was sunk by torpedo from a submarine (probably the 
English Unseen) SS Zenobia Martini from Tripoli to Trapani at 21:00 of the 15" with the 
escort of the SC Oriole (Leut. Luigi Malvarosa) and 700 tons of board materials. 

After a stop in Zuara five hours on the 16", it departed at 16:30. 

The morning of the 17th, at 09:05, at the island Djerba, a trail of torpedo passed a 
few meters of the bow of the ship coming from the right side: the Z. Martini drew 
immediate left, but immediately two torpedoes hit the ship and cause rapid sinking. Out of 
55 persons on board (including 15 British prisoners of war), even with the Oriole rescued 
after she was done with the submarine hunt, survived, landing in Sfax, 48 men including the 
captain (Capt. Giovanni Spotorno) and Commissioner Military ten. D.M. Francesco 
Corsaro. 


00.00 on 18 January left Tripoli for the Trapani SS Sportivo and MS refrigerator 
Amba Alagi (the latter of 403 GRT), with the escort of TB Calliope (Leiut. Marcello 
Giudici). 

Until dawn the torpedo boat maneuvered several times to discover submarines with 
the sonor. 

At 10:17, the convoy being 4 mg. north - northeast of Zuara, the Sportivo sank 
within minutes struck by two torpedoes on the starboard side, as he was turning to evade 
them. 

The Calliope gave you now to give chase to the submarine (which was the Unseen), 
was protracted for an hour until the consummation of all depth charges in its possession. 
Meanwhile, the Amba Alagi recuperating 
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all 36 people on board on Sportivo, including the Leut. Commander CREM militarized 
Palmerino Del Gatto. 

Ceased hunting, the torpedo boat took on board the shipwrecked and then went 
sailing with the ship. The next morning the Amba Alagi reached Sfax and Calliope went to 
Trapani, where he arrived at 18:00 the same day of the 19": 

The Amba Alagi departed from Sfax at 15:50 of the 20", but ran aground at the buoy 
no. 6 of Kerkenah. On the 21“ the tug Audax, released from Sfax to attempt the free her, 
struck a mine and it ran aground so as not to sink. Both ships scuttled themselves on April 7, 
1943, on the occasion of the eviction of the area of Sfax. 


On January 20 was lost another refrigerator ship, but of large tonnage (6107 ts.1.): 
the SS Edda departed from Tripoli to Trapani with 1,500 tons various cargo the 19" at 00:30 
with the escort of TB San Martino (Leut. Enrico Vaccaro (F)) and the SC Eso (Leut. 
Antonino Carfi); the Eso was also lost shortly after the steamer. 

At 08:45, at the height of Zuara, the convoy reached and surpassed the high seas tug 
Ciclope with two big barges in tow, followed by the fishing vessel La Vittoria. 

At 17:45, near the island Djerba, a submarine (it was the Unbroken) fired two 
torpedoes at the Edda: the ship was able to avoid one, but the other was hit on the starboard 
side. Slowly it began to sink, skidding on the affected side. The two spare ships immediately 
gave chase to the submarine, and after an hour the torpedo boat, leaving the Eso to continue 
the hunt, put her near the Cyclops ordering him to go to the trawler cable towing barges and 
take in tow the Edda that showed no sign of sinking. 

At about 19:00 the Eso also ceased hunting, having had from San Martino order to 
tow the pontoons to Sfax, keeping the coast, since the trawler only 20 t.s.1 was not suitable 
for the purpose. 

At about 21:30, the Edda was set in motion to tow the Cyclops with engines that 
could still work at slow speed. 

Between 21:40 of the 19" and 00:30 of the 20" they were followed numerous air 
strikes. The torpedo boat dodged several torpedoes maneuvering at high speed; at 21:42 the 
Eso, at the initiation of the first Bengal dropped the tow, was hit by a torpedo and sank; 
22:00 a 
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another torpedo hit the Edda in the stern which sank in turn without any human loss. 

The staff of the steamer was recovered by the Cyclops and the survivors of the Eso 
(75 of 99 people on board) in part by the Cyclops and partly from FV Ardito who rushed to 
the spot. 

The Cyclops, while directing for Sfax, was in turn persistently attacked by aircraft 
between 01:35 and 04:20: her commander (Second Lieutenant. Felice Maresca) with skillful 
maneuvering he managed to avoid the torpedoes launched by two of the attackers. 

The San Martino crisscrossed the area until 05:30 in the morning looking for any 
other survivors. 

On the day of the 20" between 09:30 and 14:30, Cyclops, San Martin and La 
Victoria reached Sfax. 


As regards the motor-sailing vessels, they were attacked the following: 

-The Giuseppina Chiesa, strafed by planes on 11 December without any damage, 
while sailing from Tripoli to Susa; then she went to the bottom of Susa to aerial bombing on 
December 15; 

-The Littoria and Anna Madre, departed Zuara together to Trapani in the evening of 
January 5 and both sunk within hours of leaving for likely impact against anchored or 
drifting mines; the first was two dead and the second seven; 

- The Ardito and Margherita departed together on the evening of January 19 from 
Tripoli to Trapani and sunk by the cannon by a submarine (the Safari or Unrivaffed) at 
11:00 on the 21* to about 5 miles to the northeast by Kuriat; no casualties. 


3. -THE TRAGEDY OF NIGHT OF 20 JANUARY 1943. 


On the night January 19 to 20" the ships of the Force K made a raid along the stretch of 
coast between Tripoli and Zuara and sinking 11 ships, military or militarized, who had left 
Tripoli with the imminent occupation of the town by British 8th Army. 

Here the ships sunk: 

-minesweepers R.D. 31, R.D. 36, R.D. 37, R.D. 39 ,. - auxiliary minesweepers 
Cinzia, Guglielmo Marconi and Angelo Musco ,. 
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- steamer Scortano; 

-tanker Irma and Astrea; 

- Pump barge Santa Barbara; 

These ships were all departed from Tripoli between 14:00 and 19:00 on January 19, divided 
into four groups: 

-Marconi (Leut Corrado Pinotti, group leader), Cinzia, Angelo Musco and Santa Barbara, 
departed at 14:00; 

- tanker Astrea (pilot 1st class. Alfredo Mancurti, group leader) and /rma, departed at 16:00; 

-RD37 (Brigadier of Finance Alfred Avallone) and SS Scortano, departed at 18:00; 

-R.D. 39 (Second Lieutenant. Renato Landini, squadron leader), RD3/, RD36, left at 18:30. 

On R.D. 36 had aboard the commander of the XL minesweeper flotilla (which hung the flag 
of the minesweepers still in Tripoli and departed the 19") Leut. Giuseppe Di Bartolo with the 
command staff. The MS RD 36 was sitting on top of the formation: was under the command of 
Marshal of Finance Aldo Oltramonti. 

Shortly after midnight, and that is between 00:15 and 00:45 on 20 January, the ships were 
sunk by a group of destroyers belonging to Force K, with fast and overwhelming action. 

By depositions of survivors showed that Leut. Bartolo, turned to the enemy ships, tried to 
force a reaction the RD 36 to to cover others who tried to escape the overwhelming attack heading 
for the coast. But the R.D. 36, invested in full by the first enemy shots, soon disappeared sinking. 


The disappeared were in total 180 and it is to be remembered that the minesweeper RD36 
and 37 and the SS Scortano, which was used in the service of pilotage, there was no survivor. Was 
not, however, loss the Guglielmo Marconi. 

The survivors could reach the coast and were repatriated on ships departing for Italy from 
Tunisian ports. 

The ships of Force K had sunk three days earlier, between 23:00 and 24:00 on 16 January, 
the military tanker Tanaro. The enemy fire had lasted about 20 minutes and the Tanaro was 
repeatedly hit, with removal of the bridge, bursting ammunition and huge fire, sinking by the bow. 
The disappeared 
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were 40 (including the commander Leut. Alexander Bizzi), while one of the enemy ships 
had recovered 17 survivors making them prisoners. 


We add that the last two ships, lost as a result of the eviction of Tripoli, were the 
military tug Fianona and tanker Ennio. 

The Fianona left Tripoli at 14:00 on January 21, bound for Sfax. At 13:30 of the 
22"! was attacked by four aircraft, which strafed on various occasions, she taking him by 
them damaged that sank after a few hours. They were lost 17 people (including the master 
helmsman 1* cl. Mario Morello) of the 21 on board. 

The tanker Ennio, started from Tripoli to Trapani at 08:00 of the pee just as British 
troops were entering the city - sailed to Zuara after an alarm caused by the presence of 
enemy naval ships offshore. But ran aground at the mouth of the harbor and was destroyed 
when on the 25" Zuara was abandoned. 


4.-THE COASTAL TRAFFIC. 


The first losses, occurred immediately after the fall of Benghazi, were those of eight 
of the motor sailing vessels - off from that base to Tripoli on the eve of its fall. They are not 
lost to enemy action, but for shipping accidents and stranding between 13 November and 8 
December. Small ships, with modest means navigation control along a inhospitable coast 
and often beaten by the mistral winds, encountered such difficulties that explain if not 
justify - their loss. 

Between 8 motor sailing vessels -mentioned now they go particularly remember 
three: two departed from Benghazi to Tripoli at 16:00 on November 13, in tow of the tug 
Piave, and one departed two days later and lost with them. 

The first two ships, departed quickly while British troops were approaching 
Benghazi, had hulls and engines in poor condition and should have come into shift work: 
they were the motor sailing vessels - Plavio Gioia (helmsman 2nd cl. Militarized Massimo 
Petronio) and Nazario Sauro (a pilot 1st class. militarized Luigi Lazzarini) in tow of the 
Piave (helmsman 2nd cl. militarized Pietro Lubrano). 
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The sea was rough in relation to the smallness of the hulls and the Flavio Gioia 
could not with the two hand pumps on board to contain the water that came through the 
bumps of the strakes and that was spilling over the deck with the deck-wearing, and after 
two hours of leaving his crew had to move to the Nazario Sauro, while Flavio Gioia sank. 

The Nazario Sauro in turn had another two hours after leaving the tow, not to do the 
same end as the Flavio Gioia and managed by their own means to reach on the 16" at 13:00 
the Bay of Marsa el Auegia, favored by the improvement in the weather, with its pumps 
constantly in motion. During the night the sea began to mount and the commander decided 
to let her be carried on the coast, no longer able to contain the water level inside the hull or 
restart the engine that was flooded. So the motor sailing vessel was lost for stranding 
voluntary but inevitable. 

The tug Piave, going alone, was driven by the violence of the sea against a shoal 
about 10 miles to the west of Misrata towards 02:00 on 16 January. 

The third motor sailing vessel, also finished the night of the 17" in the Bay of Marsa 
el Auegia not far from the Nazario Sauro, was the Gentile B. (a pilot first. Cl. militarized 
Terzo Scarpa) departed from Benghazi the 15'". Since the bottom in the bay, suffered the 
same fate and for the same reasons the Nazario Sauro. 


Until 8 December, as mentioned at the beginning of the paragraph, the other five 
were lost, motor sailing vessel.in the same way. 

In the same period they were instead attacked by the enemy a tugboat and two 
steamers. 

The tug was Porto Fossone (helmsman 1“ cl. Ruggero Battelli), who left Benghazi 
to Tripoli in the evening of November 18, was attacked at 02:10 on the 21* by an enemy 
submarine at the bottom of the Gulf of Sidra reporting only minor damage and only one 
sailor wounded. 

The two ships were both unfortunately sunk. 

The German Hans Arp had left Benghazi, escorted by TB Orsa (Leut. Enrico Bucci) 
and by a German submarine chaser shortly after noon on November 14, bound for Ras el 
Aali at the bottom of the Gulf of Sirte, where he was to land the material. Since the bottom 
in the harbor at 08:00 of the 15" the Hans Arp began unloading, while the Orsa continued at 
12:20 for Tripoli where 
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she arrived at 15:25 the next day, after having passed without damage a triple attack of 9 
Liberators three hours after leaving Ras el Aali. At 22:20 of 16" the ship was torpedoed by 
the British submarine Urge presented himself immersed in front of the harbor without being 
perceived by the subchaser; 40 people of the ship were saved. 

Ten days later, on November 24, it had departed at 20:00 from Tripoli to Buerat SS 
Algerino (Second Lieutenant. Mil. Ettore Natale) load of ammunition, escorted by SC Eso 
(Leut. Gian Battista Garrone). 

At about 10:00 of the 25" the convoy was attacked by 6 bombers of the coast of 
Zliten; a salvo of bombs exploded very close to the steamer, produced water filtration so 
strong that it can not be contained with pump, so that soon the water came to the furnaces of 
the boilers, which were extinguished. The planes also shot down the anti-submarine aircraft 
of the convoy escort. 

The Eso took the ship in tow, sinking slowly, and brought it up to 150 meters from 
the coast about 12 miles to the west of Misrata. There the Algerino sank all the way at 11:00 
of the 26", remaining with the castle above the water. No human loss. 


After December 8, 1942 there was no longer in Tripoli coastal traffic noteworthy, 
having remained in operation only one port: Tripoli. 


5. -THE FATE OF THESE SHIPS IN TRIPOLITANIA WHEN THE CLEARING. 


It should be summarized in a table the fate that had the ships present in Tripoli 
during the evacuation of the colony. 

Those who took the sea to repatriate were 43 for 30 thousand tons. Their fate appears 
from the table. 

As you see, it saved nearly 50% of the fleet, such as by the number of ships, and 
57% as by the tonnage. 

The vast majority of the ships returned landed in southern ports of Tunisia; the 
remaining ports in Sicily. 

In Tripoli were 8 ships, for a total of about 41,000 tons, already damaged by 
bombing and used to block the port, scuttled in front and blocking the entrance. 
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Page 136 
Types of Ship Returned Lost at sea 
Torpedo boats 2 - 
Big steamers 2 2 
Small steamers or motor sailing vessels 4 5 
Tugs 6 4 
Sub Chaser 1 i 
Minesweeper 2 9 
Landing Craft 3 - 
Hospital ships 1 - 
Pump -Boat - 1 
21 22 
to 17,000 tons | to 13,000 tons 

















In addition to these steamers were sacrificed to the same end, as it was impossible to 
tow them to Tunisia or Italy, 34 floating dock (barges, barges, barges, pontoons, etc.). 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE FIRST PHASE OF TRAFFIC TUNISIAN 
(11 November 1942 - 30 November 1942) 


I. - CHARACTERISTICS OF TRAFFIC AND MEASURES. 

This phase differs -as stated in paragraph 4 of Chapter III -from subsequent to the 
almost complete absence of losses and because it represented the period of organization and 
settlement services in Tunisia and the traffic. 


The day of the departure of the first convoy from Naples to Bizerte (11 November) 
Supermarina ordered the establishment of the Italian Navy Command in Tunisia and on the 
14" arrived in Tunisia the commander Adm. Div. Luigi Biancheri with his immediate 
collaborators. The short name of the command was initially "Maritunisia" and 8 February 
1943 "Mariafrica Bizerte," its headquarters being in Bizerte. Adm. Biancheri was replaced 
by Carlo Pinna of the same rank on February 6, 1943. 

Subsequently they were instituted some dependent Naval commands of Maritunisia: 
on November 25 Marina Susa; on November 26 Marina Tunisia and Marina Bizerte; on 
December 23 Marina Sfax. 


On the morning of November 8, had been informed of the Allied landings in Tunisia, 
Supermarina sent to the Comando Supremo a quick memorandum, that provoked the 
decisions contained in paragraph 2-a. 

The memorandum envisaged two hypotheses regarding the likely attitude of the 
French in Tunisia: they did resistance the occupation of Tunisia by the Anglo-Americans 
accepting the help of the Axis; or that they did not resistance. 

In the first case he had to go to the aid of the French immediately creating a Tunisian 
front; the second would be "from 
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exclude any further supply of Tripoli and, in the immediate future, also of Cyrenaica 
"(remember that Benghazi fell on November 20). "It must then — the memorandum 
continued - reinforce the most defensive national front occupying Corsica." 

It occurred the first hypothesis-as we have seen - and we proceeded to the 
constitution of the Tunisian front and also peaceful occupation of Corsica. 

Between 12 and 16 November, carried by motorships Caterina Costa, Citta di 
Napoli, Citta di Tunisi by three steamers (Sivigliano, Labor and Menes) and, by the 
"Maestrale" squadron, were landed in Tunisia 3682 men, 2827 tons of materials and fuel 
and 450 vehicles. Some thousands of men were transported by air. 

On November 15, the Chief of the G.S. of the Navy wrote to the Chief of the GS. 
General a letter, reproduced in par. I Cap. V, which we reproduce the paragraph relating to 
the trade with Tunisia: 

"The traffic with Tunisia has started. It may be stepped up and maintained to the 
extent necessary to carry and feed the forces of occupation, provided that all of our mass 
mean are used to do it. “ 

In fact, the mass was done, as can be seen by the decline in the number of convoys 
started in Libya after the middle of November, resulting in decrease to the fact that, fall 
Benghazi, it was now only the - landing port of Tripoli. 

Important is the reminder of Supermarina on November 26, because summarizing 
what had been done and then drew the attention of the Comando Supremo on the difficulties 
encountered and the prospects for the future. 

After listing all the ships reached their destination up to the 26" with the relative 
loads (for a total of 7780 men, of 16,714 tons. Of material, ammunition and fuel, 1,576 
vehicles and 695 tanks), so the reminder lists the benefits of military units for transport in 
Tunisia, all with the destination of Bizerte: 

"Day 11 -4 DD carrying 500 men of the Army. 

"Day 14 -4 DD carrying 475 men of the Army. 

"Day 15 — Means of the Special Naval transport Force from Corsica to Sardinia the 
San Marco Regiment. 
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"Day 19 -2 DD transporting to Bizerte carrying 750 men of the San Marco 
Regiment. 

"Day 21 -1 DD and 4 Military motor tankers transporting to Bizerte 950 men of the 
Regiment San Marco and all the material in the wake of the Regiment. 

"Day 22 - 2 DD transporting to Bizerte carrying 700 men of the San Marco 
Regiment. 

"Day 24 -1 DD transporting to Bizerte 500 men of the San Marco Regiment. “ 


With these 3875 men transported by military ships will reach a total of 11,655 men 
brought to Tunisia by sea in the first 15 days of the new struggle that was starting in North 
Africa. 

The memorandum, after the Treaty of operations unrelated to defense - traffic, so 
concluded talking about the torpedo boats: 

"The complex maritime operations carried out over the last period of time held at sea 
light ships continuously in difficult conditions: 

- For the enemy attack all kinds of very intense on certain routes: the Regolo and the 
Velite (which will be told in a moment) have been hit by submarine torpedoes; the Ardito 
was strafed and unusable; Lince has been hit by bomb and unusable; 

-for very adverse weather conditions during several days, which caused severe 
damage to several light ships, which were delivered to proceed at all costs. 

"This forced employment has aggravated the already difficult situation of the 
torpedo escort, so to November 25, the ships are not ready 33 of 68 and establishments of 
work are absolutely saturated. 

"It was not possible in this time period to adjust the essential maintenance of 
weapons and equipment, for which - although it could always rely on the spirit of sacrifice 
and the will of the staffs and the crew - is inexorably to predict the escalation of crisis, 
stocks resulting in more difficulties for the implementation of programs of traffic already 
provided. “ 

This conclusion "prudently" pessimistic that did not come true in part, thanks to the 
spirit of sacrifice and the will mentioned by Supermarina: in part, in the sense - that was not 
always possible to give all the escort convoys of consistency that would take. 
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2. MORE -THE MAIN EVENTS OF THE PIPE. 


The first convoy to be attacked by the enemy that was composed only of the SS 
Sevillian, escorted by the TB Sirtori (Leut. C. Emilio Gaetano), started from Palermo to 
Bizerte at 06:15 of 13 November. He had two submarines attack, both foiled: the first at 
17:00 of the 13" in the waters of Marettimo with three torpedoes avoided; the second at 
09:30 of the 14" eight miles east of the input channel of Bizerte, with two more torpedoes 
avoided. 


On November 16 was attacked, even without consequences, the convoy consisting of 
the Ger. SS. Menes and Motor tanker Labor from Palermo to Biserta at 08:30 on 15" with 
the escort of destroyers Clio (Leut. Ugo Tonani (F)) and Calliope (Leut. Marcello Giudici). 
Around midnight, for the bad visibility with frequent squalls, the Clio lost sight of the Labor 
and Calliope. The latter at 02:00 of the 16™ he had to leave the convoy to a serious failure in 
the electrical, heading to Trapani where he arrived at 15:30 of the 16". The Labor went 
alone and arrived in Bizerte at 08:00 of the 16" the Menes and the Clio, after a change of 
course ordered by Supermarina and lasted five hours, resumed navigation to Bizerte, where 
they entered at 16:45 of the 16". 

These two ships had suffered two attacks of submarines; the first with two torpedoes 
avoided at 09:15 on the 16", 36 miles north of Cape Bon, and the second with three 
torpedoes (fruitless at 10:45, 35 miles to the northwest of Cape Bon. 


On 16 and 17 November, there had to be a barrage of submarines in the waters of 
Sicily and Tunisia, because three more convoys were attacked on the 16" and two on the 
17". And precisely on the 16": 

- The motorship Neretva, escorted from the auxiliary escort vessel Lago Zuai (Leut. 
Paolo Maggio), sailing between Trapani and Bizerte, sighted at 10:22 the periscope of a 
submarine just to the northwest of the island of Cani against which opened fire with two 
guns of which were armed: the periscope disappeared. 

- The auxiliary escort ship Barletta (Capt. Frig. Luigi Ciani), serving isolated, 
transport, was attacked at 11:33 to the northwest of the Egadi, while on its way from 
Messina to Tunis, from a submarine that fired two torpedoes without hitting . 
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-The Convoy SS Campania and Rhea (German), escorted by the TB Groppo (Leur. 
Beniamino Farina (F)) and Sirtori (Leut. Emilio Gaetano), sailing from Bizerte to Naples, he 
was attacked in the Sicilian Channel, unsuccessfully, by a plane at 11:57 on the 16" and at 
17:20 from a submarine on the same day. The plane was shot down, however, by a German 
fighter escorting the convoy, three men which were recovered at sea by the TB Sirtori, while 
one had disappeared. 

On the 17" convoys attacked by submarines were: 

- The MS Citta di Napoli , escorted by the Clio, sailing from Bizerte to Palermo, 
against which a submarine launched 4 torpedoes avoided by the ships with a maneuver on 
the 17" at 10:30. 

- The big steamer Piemonte (15,209 GRT), unloading, sailing between Palermo and 
Messina, escorted by the TB Fabrizi (Leut. Alfio Bini) was torpedoed 8 miles west of 
Rasocolmo. The steamer arrived at Rasocolmo under its own power, where she ran aground 
and was later recovered. The TB Fabrizi, giving chase to the submarine, he had the 
impression of belongings or sunk but it turned out that it was only damaged. 

On the same day of the 17" was lost at 17:00 for magnetic mine at the mouth of the 
port of La Goulette small German motorboat Aprile (324 GRT) departing from Tunis to 
Tripoli had 4 deaths of 12 members of the crew. 


On the 20", at 13:40, was attacked by four fighter-bombers the convoy formed by 
the MS Puccini and Viminale, escorted by TB Groppo (Leut. Beniamino Farina (F)) and 
Perseus (Leut. Xavier Marotta). The attack took place four hours after the departure of the 
convoy to Bizerte for Palermo and was targeted the MS Viminale, that did not damage, but - 
as a result of machine-gun fire at low altitude - reported one dead and six wounded. 


The day after she was attacked by a submarine 18 miles southwest of Ischia, a few 
hours before he came to Naples from Bizerte, the convoy, made up of the MS Monginevro 
and Sestriere with three DD escort: Legionnaire (Capt. Frig. Corrado Tagliamonte (F)) , 
Velite (Capt. Frig. Ernesto Pellegrini) and Bombardiere (Capt. Frig. Giuseppe Moschini). 

The convoy had left Bizerte at 21:15 on the 20" and had sailed without incident 
(except discoveries of submarines by sonar) 
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till 15:04 of the 21“, when a torpedo struck the Velite under the stern in the geographical 
location mentioned above. Causing the explosion of the depth charges that were on the 
hoppers and many explosions broke out in that area of the DD, which stopped soon after. 
She was taken in tow by the Bombardiere, under the escort of the Legionnaire, and reached 
Naples at 04:00 of the 22", while motor vessels had continued entering the port at 19:00, of 
the 21°, 


On the 23", at 12:20, another submarine launched unsuccessfully three torpedoes 
against the MS Barletta, three miles north of Cape Blanc while directing from Palermo to 
Bizerte with the escort of the TB Groppo. 


At 13:50 on the 25" she avoided a torpedo fired from a submarine off Egadi the 
convoy comprising the SS XX/ Aprile - Etrurih - Carlo Zeno and Mz 705 and 756, with the 
escort of the TB Sirio (Capt. Corv. Romualdo Bertone (F)) and Groppo, which was directed 
by Palermo to Bizerte. 


On the 26" and 27" were instead unsuccessfully attacks by aircraft on two convoys. 

The 26" was spotted by aircraft at 21:15 and repeatedly attacked from 22:00 
onwards, northwest of Cape Bon, the convoy made up of the SS Honestas and Sant'Antioco, 
direct to Tunis with the escort of TB Procione (Capt. Corv. Renato Torchiana (F)), Ciclone 
(Capt. Corv. Luigi di Paola) and Ardente (Leut. Rinaldo Ancillotti). 


On the oy has she was attacked the MS Caterina Costa, escorted by TB Sirio and 
Groppo. They had left Bizerte for Naples at 18:00 on the 26", when the various torpedo 
planes launched torpedoes, fortunately without hitting, around midnight of the 26", finishing 
attacks at 02:45 on the 27", 


On the 28 occurred the sinking by hitting a mine, probably adrift, of MS Citta di 
Napoli route between Bizerte and Palermo with the escort of the DD Maestrale (Capt. 
Riccardo Pontremoli (F) and Folgore (Capt. Corv. Ener Bettica) and TB Animoso (Leut. 
Camillo Cuzzi) , the only ship lost, as mentioned above, during the period we are dealing 
with. 

The convoy had left Bizerte at 14:15 on the 28". at 22:40 the same day, north of 
Cape St. Vito, the Citta di Napoli underwent 
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an explosion in the bow: sank in 50 minutes, having already handicapped efficiency for a 
fire (but then turned off) in the forward hold following a bomb that had struck just before 
departure. All staff, except for one man, was rescued by the destroyer. The results of sonar 
exploration, performed before and after the accident by the escort ships, it deduced that 
because of the serious event had been a mine. 

On the same day of the 28"" underwent air strikes the convoy Citta di Tunisi - 
Climene, of which there was a chance to speak in paragraph 2-b of chapter V dealing with 
the loss of the TB Circe. 


On the 29 occurred the last attack on our Tunisian traffic, over the period, from a 
submarine 60 miles south-southeast of Cape Carbonara (Sardinia). 

They were the subject the MS Citta di Tunisi and MS Brindisi (auxiliary escort ship 
Capt. Frig. Giorgio La Scala), who had left Bizerte the 29" at 16:30 direct to La Spezia, 
where the first had to perform work to get back on full efficiency. The TB Climene and 
Ms.34 had protected the two ships during the first two hours of navigation. At 22:10 the 
same evening, in the paragraph he cited the MS Brindisi avoided with prompt maneuvers 
two torpedoes launched from a submarine. The torpedo exploded to limit so close to the 
stern of the ship to cause some damage to the electrical transmission extortion helm, quickly 
repaired. 


From our exposure it emerges in this first phase of the traffic with Tunisia that the 
English have worked almost exclusively with submarines, which were not yet assisted by 
the luck in the many attacks executed. There was, also, that the convoy would not find out 
with sonar submarines lurking, often in unfavorable positions to attack. 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE CLASH OF THE NIGHT ON 2 DECEMBER 


1.- MOVEMENTS THAT DETERMINED THE ACTION. 


With the tactical night action we are going to tell, by far the most important of many 
which occurred in the six months of struggle for possession of Tunisia, it began the second 
phase of the defense of the traffic. 

The action revealed the danger of dislocation to Bona of Force Q, British protagonist 
of the action, which managed to sink all ships of a convoy and a destroyer escort. 


The night between the 1‘ and December 2, 1942 were in four convoys at sea (Map 
21): 

- Convoy B: left Naples for Tunisian ports at 14:30 on 30 November and consists of 
the SS Arlesienne, Achille Lauro, Campania, Menes (German) and Lisboa (German), with 
the escort of the TB Sirio (F), Groppo, Orione and Pallade. 07:10 on 1 December the escort 
was reinforced by the TB Uragano and at 19:35 the same day by the three DD Maestrale, 
Grecale Ascari and that, after carrying out a barrage of mines in the Strait of Sicily, had 
been sent to meet the convoy to better protects them in the last phase of the crossing. 

- Convoy C: left Naples to Tripoli at 23:00 on 30 November and consists of 
merchant Chisone, Veloce and Devoli, with the escort of the TB Lupo (F), Aretusa, 
Sagittario and Ardente. The events of this convoy was discussed in Section 2-a of Chapter 
Vv: 
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- Convoy G: departed from Palermo to Tunis at 09:00 on 1 December and consists of 
the Tkr Giorgio and the escort ships DD Lampo (F) and TB Climene. 

- Convoy H: departed from Palermo to Bizerte at 10:00 1 December and consists of 
merchant ships Aventino, Puccini, K.T. 1 (German) and Aspromonte (joined at 15:30 leaving 
Trapani), with the escort of the DD Da Recco (F), Camicia Nera, Folgore and TB Procione 
and Clio. 

By the enemy was out of Bona at 17:30 on 1 December at high speed (27 knots) 
Force Q, under the command of Vice Adm. C.H.J. Harcourt with the CL Aurora, joined by 
the CL Argonaut and CL Sirius and with DD Quiberon and Quentin, with the aim to 
perform a raid in the area of Banco Skerki through which transited then our direct traffic to 
the Tunisian ports. 

All four convoys had been spotted in the day of 1 December by British air 
reconnaissance, who had then kept constantly under control: 

-at 14:40 convoy B; 

-at 15:00 convoy C; 

-at 15:15 convoy G; 

-at 20:15 convoy H. 

Bearing in mind that these are the hours of signals discovery sent by the British 
intercepted by Supermarina sightings had occurred a few minutes before. 

The attention of Admiral. Harcourt stared at them, sightings, indicating as to 
intercept one or maybe two convoys (the H and G). He adjusted so the movements of the 
Force Q to fall by surprise, with the help .of radar about these two convoys navigating a 
short distance from each other. So it was that at 00:21 December 2 appeared on the radar 
screen of the Aurora marks the first sightings at 12:35 and left the first cannon shots by 
English units against the convoy H. 

Which were at that time the positions and the directions of travel of the other 
convoys? 

They are deduced from Figure 21: convoy B was en route to Trapani, having pulled 
eastward at 22:30; convoy C was en route to Tripoli and was located north of Pantelleria; 
convoy G, headed for Trapani with the Tkr Giorgio, torpedoed at 21:56, in tow of the TB 
Climene. Only convoy H had continued for this destination. 
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To realize movements determining the positions of the various convoys, partly 
summarized in the report and excerpts from some reports compiled by Supermarina 
immediately after the events of the night on December 2. 

Supermarina had intercepted all the signals of the discovery of the enemy 
reconnaissance, retransmitting them after being decrypted to convoys at sea were on the 
alert: This procedure, which was customary, had importance until the scouts did not reveal 
their presence to the ships after sunset with the launch of illuminating flares. 

The first signal was intercepted Nov. 30: was that of a British reconnaissance plane 
that at 23:00 gave the discovery of two convoys southwest of Naples. They were convoys B 
and C, sighted respectively, as has been said, at 14:40 and at 15:00 on 1 December. 

"On the evening of 3 November had been sighted in the port of Bona enemy light 
forces. 

"Since the distance of the port of Bona from the area of passing convoys B and H in 
the middle of the night was overcome in six hours at a speed of about 30 knots, it was 
required a reconnaissance of that port into the sunset of the 1°. 

"Asked repeatedly the outcome of this survey, Maricolleg Frascati [Liaison Office 
with the Command in Chief of the German Armed Forces in Italy] replied that the German 
aircraft sent to accomplish it had not returned and that was presumed he had been shot down 
by enemy fighters together with an Italian aircraft that accompanied him. 

"At 23:30 came in to Supermarina a telephone call from Superaereo that gave news 
of the sighting, made at 22:40 by another German plane, a naval task force composed of five 
warships, type unknown, of medium tonnage with route 90° and high speed the position 
marked with N in the attached chart. [It is that marked on our chart 21; the appreciation of 
the aircraft was almost as accurate as the position and wrong route 14° for Force Q, which 
was 104° instead of 90°. The delay in the disclosure was due to failure of the aircraft r .t. 
unit, which had been able to report the sighting only upon landing at the airport]. 

"He was immediately launched the discovery signal that was transmitted from the r 
.t. station at 23:40. 
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"Examined immediately after the situation is appears that: 

- The convoy C was considerably far from the reach of the forces sighted. 

- The convoy G had been attacked by planes and the tanker Giorgio, affected, was in 
flames since the 22:15 for in the Annex graphic. 

- The convoys H and B were those more directly threatened (and in particular the 
convoy H, which was not only in a more advanced position than the other, but followed a 
route more likely encounter with enemy units. It appeared very likely the sighting of convoy 
H between 00:10 and 12:30 of the 2™... 

"Immediately after the transmission of the message of discovery was examined 
whether it was convenient to order the change of direction of convoys B and H. 

"Given that generally the execution of orders given to the diversion of the convoys 
that do not run after 30 or even 45 minutes from the instant the order, it was observed that 
the enemy force would come (due to its high speed) in the area of convoy while 
maneuvering reverse route would be ongoing. Thus it appeared more preferable that convoy 
H and escort ships find themselves, on the eve of the sighting, in orderly formation. 
Therefore the order reverse or change of course was not given. 

"At 00:30 the Da Recco transmitted a signal to ask orders in relation to sightings of 
22:40, but then came the signal discovery of enemy ships with the time group 004002. 

"The order of the diversion was not even sent to convoy B because it was judged that 
the leader of the escort, having received the message transmitted by Supermarina of the 
discovery at 22:40 and and subsequent the Da Recco, it could adjust as appropriate. 

"For subsequent communication turned out that convoy B had approached midnight, 
left to route 80° heading for Palermo. At 04:30 of the second it was to 12 miles to 305° from 
Marettimo at 07:06 he was ordered to direct to Trapani. " 

Here's how convoy B actually behaved, which could not be known to Supermarina 
when it compiled the report. 

From the report of the commander of TB Sirius (Capt. Corv. Romualdo Bertone) that 
flares sighted at 20:15 Bow to 
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left and then many more flares in the direction that was convoy H. At 22:30, not to get too 
close to convoy H that had the impression it was attacked, had ordered the convoy B to turn 
to the east; later he approached to 150°, until towards the 01:00 on the 2" the Maestrale 
(Capt. Nicola Bedeschi) intervened by ordering to route to Palermo, because it was clear 
that convoy H was attacked, by ships in the area. Arriving in Trapani at 10:50 on 2 
December, convoy B sailed in two echelons: the first, of 4 out of 5 steamers, left the Trapani 
the same evening at 19:00 in the formation Arlesiana -A. Lauro Campania —Menes, the 
second, consisting of only the SS Lisboa, at 12:20 of the wie 

While navigating the Menes collided with a mine at 14:15 of the 3" in the waters of 
the isle of Cani and went to the bottom. The other ships arrived the same evening at their 
destinations: Arlesiana and Achille Lauro, Tunis; Campania, Bizerte. 

The Lisboa instead reached Susa in the afternoon of December 6. 

For its part, the Tkr Giorgio (single merchant convoy G) reached Punta Troia (area 
of Trapani), where she was carried ashore for failure to continue to Trapani, from Tug 
Liguria that had replaced just inland by the TB Climene in its function as towing ship. 

Commenting on a more general point of view the situation, Supermarina wrote: 

"The convoy H was part of a system split four convoys, all simultaneously moving 
in the night on the 2"". The simple news of the presence of Bona warships could not be 
sufficient to suspend the very late operation, given the extreme urgency of it. 

"If you were to send counter-transport operations or divert the convoys whenever 
you receive the first news of a sighting, which often is not confirmed, or when the alleged 
presence of the enemy in an area it is possible its intervention, traffic would certainly be 
safer, but much less intense. And consumption of fuel oil may become prohibitive. 

"It was, however, taken the decision to send in support of the convoy they believed 
more exposed a squadron of 3 DDs, the only one available in that area, returning from 
mining.” 

This was, as we have seen, the 'Maestrale' squadron and convoy B, if he did not 
promptly changed course, would 
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had an equal chance of convoy H colliding with the Q Force. 

Regarding the decision to send the "Maestrale" squadron in support of convoy B 
instead of convoy H is written in one of the reports of Supermarina: "They preferred instead 
to assign to convoy B because convoy H the latter, faster, better protected and in a more 
advanced position, it would have been already at midnight on 1 December, to a certain 
extent protected by its depth of the Keith" shoal and the routes already put in place the 
barrage of mines in progress. " 

Finally Supermarina, referring to the opportunity to relocate to a Cagliari Naval 
Division, wrote on December 3: 

"A Naval Division stationed in Cagliari would allow not prevent enemy action, but 
should be linked with the possibility of a meeting at dawn. 

"Supermarina has always had in mind the convenience of bringing in Cagliari the 7th 
Division, 2 cruisers and four destroyers, also passing over the risks aerial attack in the area 
so advanced. But the executive order could not yet be given because in that port we no 
longer had even a ton of fuel oil and other pressing needs have prevented sending them.” 


2. - THE CONVOY H SUBJECT TO THE PREVALENCE OF FORCE Q. 

a) From the start of making contact with the enemy. 

The convoy had left Palermo with a total load of 1,766 soldiers (divided in almost 
equal measure between the Aventino and Puccinz), 698 tons. war material (including 120 
munitions, all on KT /), 12 of the 88 guns with their equipment, 32 trucks and four tanks. 

Its speed was 10 knots and had assumed regulate the formation, which appears from 
the drawing, in which the abbreviations indicate the various units as follows: DR == Da 
Recco;. CL == Clio, PR == Procione; CN == Camicia Nera; FG == Folgore; AV == 
Aventino, PC == Puccini, AS == Aspromonte; KT == K.T. 1. 





(1) The Keith shoal, thirty miles long, oriented northeast to southwest, is located six 
miles north of the Skerki shoal and has at some points seabed minimum of 7.8 meters with 
some rock outcropping. 
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In the order of operation issued by the escort commander (Capt. Aldo Cocchia on Da 
Recco) before departure was explained, in the case of encounter with surface ships, "The 
torpedo boats of the escort attack the enemy by engaging deeply and covering the convoy 
with smoke. The merchant ships will assume, without orders, the quickest route away trying 
to cover with smoke. Folgore and Clio will remain with the convoy.” 

Night fell with calm seas, somewhat hazy horizon, the moon covered by banks of 
thick clouds. 

Shortly after 20:00 until almost 24:00 on 1 December the convoy - marching on 
route 245° - was continually passed over and illuminated by enemy aircraft, without any 
attack was carried out the required protective measures, among which are remember - to 
realize the formation of the ships at the time of the meeting of the Force Q - the doubling of 
the distance between the columns of the steamboats, and the decrease of the distance 
between them and escort in order to make more effective masking with smoke. 

Decoded signal discovery of enemy force, transmitted by Supermarina at 23:40, 
Commander Cocchia - perplexed by the fact that at 23:01 had received from Supermarina 
message containing provisions about the pilot that the torpedo boats 
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escort would have to do in the vicinity of the port of arrival and at 23:30 another message 
ordering him to allocate a torpedo boat sweep ahead of the convoy, to which task he had 
assigned the TB Procione - said orders telegrams of 00:01 of the 2" and immediately he 
decided to move the convoy of about 3 miles to the south, "the most that was thought 
possible given the presence in the wide banks of mine that he do not know the exact 
location." Even if it were possible to shift more, it would hardly have been avoided meeting 
with a faster opponent equipped with radar and also assisted by aerial reconnaissance. 

At 12:05 it was then given orders to all ships of the convoy to turn 90 ° to the left 
and once again at 12:17 to resume normal route with other turn at once to starboard. 

"The two juxtaposed at a time - wrote the escort commander - and order the 
Procione to bring "right on the bow" [to prepare themselves to sweep] to fully disrupt 
however the formation. Mainly because the Puccini performed [for failure to receive] the 
00:17 order to resume the route 245°. As a result of failure to execute such an order the 
Puccini collided with the Aspromonte and was crossed and back from the director of travel 
245° Similarly Aspromonte must be stalled for a few minutes and must have gone off to 
southeast of the formation. 

"Nothing, then is known of what the K.T. 7 (German) did. This ship, as is known, 
was not equipped with radio equipment or, of radio transmitter; therefore had received the 
instruction to follow in the wake of the Puccini, and up to one. Now undoubtedly some 
followed him, but he also continued to follow him when at 00:05 the convoy turned a time 
to 150°? Probably not, because none of the escort ships or of Ships mentioned, or then they 
find no trace. Almost certainly the K.T. /, or to have lost the contact with Puccini or for 
deliberate purpose - to 00:05, instead of turning to 150°, continued on route 245°, while 
increasing the speed to 12 knots which was the maximum that she could develop” ‘ 





(1) These considerations on the behavior of the KT / have been written by 
Commander Cocchia in hypothetical form because the ship sank to the enemy attack, 
leaving no survivors. 
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"From the foregoing, by the reports of the various ships and from extracts of r. t. 
rough drafts on VHF it can be established that at approximately 12:37 [when it showed the 
presence of the Force Q since it began with the shooting]: 

a) The Puccini was backward and crossed the forecastle of the Folgore about 200 
meters from the ship [which the escort had come to show him the route to be taken]. 

b) The Clio, having been ordered to attend to the Aspromonte, had to be in the 
vicinity of the vessel [in the report of Clio it says: "At 00:34 the Aspromonte announces that 
can continue and at 12:35 I am on the left abaft the Aventino, which was the left column of 
the convoy, with route 245°"]. 

c) The K.T. J was probably about 3.5 miles to the northwest from the Da Recco. 

d) A group rather compact including Puccini, Aspromonte, Clio, Folgore had made 
up to 6000 meters of the stern of the Da Recco. 

e) The Aventine, which had performed quite closely the two side by side at the same 
time, it was stern to Da Recco, less than a thousand meters; However in view of escort 
commander. 

f) To the east of the Aventine - northeast, probably midway between the merchant 
and the latter "Folgore" group, was the Camicia Nera. 

g) The Procione, who was about to put into the sea a paravane, had to be 2 to 3,000 
meters ahead of the Da Recco to the northwest. 


"I consider it necessary to dwell on the initial position of the various ships of the 
convoy - even giving my deductions only as guidance - because none of the reports 
submitted by the commanders of torpedo boat escort ever speak about it. And instead, only 
staring closely positions south these, you can give a logical explanation for what happened 
between 00:38 and 01:33 of December 2, 1942 under the Skerki Shoal.” 

At 00:37, when departed the first volley from aboard of one of the British ships, the 
positions occupied on the battlefield were a good approximation of what appear from the 
following sketch, drawn from the action charts rebuilt by a Commission that is taken from 
Italian and English documentation. 
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b) The set action tactics (Chart 22). 

Since the action by the Italian broke into individual actions and individual episodes - 
nor could it happen otherwise - to get an idea of the whole it is necessary to refer to what 
Force Q appreciated, which fought in line ahead, having the radar accurately measure 
directions and distances of targets and trackers tactical successes will route running. It will 
then tell the behavior of each of the Italian ships. 

On the line ahead of the British ships were in succession Aurora - Sirius -Argonaut - 
Quiberon - Quentin, at a speed of 20 knots. 

At 00:37 Aurora and Sirius opened fire from a distance of 1.800 yards (1,700 m) 
against a small ship that hit the first double broadside, sank in a few minutes (it was KT J of 
850 GRT). 

Immediately after the Force Q began a slow turn to starboard aft through the KT 1 
sinking, in order to search for the other ships of the convoy, until - after headed south 
between about 00:45 and 00:50 begins a new slower turn on the left until you reach at 01:04 
a route to the northeast, so wrap the convoy from the southern side. 
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At 01:26 he pulled towards WSW to return to base, after passing north of the area 
where he had held the action to attack the convoy. 

During the maneuver, well-defined as enveloping, British ships acted against our 
gradually discovered that. During the long curved path followed by Force Q to pass, are the 
route to the south route to the northeast, around the convoy, except Da Recco and Procyon, 
found himself wrapped in. 


Here in chronological order the actions of fire carried by ships of Force Q, with the 
appreciation of the Italian unit subsequently targeted: appreciation based on analysis of 
English and Italian documentation, being compared. The hours given here are beginning 
each of the activities of the fire, all very quick, short and decisive to the targets on which it 
was fired from short distances. 

1. - 00:37: first action Aurora and Sirius against KT J, cited above. 

2. - At 00:37 or 00:38: Action of the Argonaut and Quiberon against a ship detected 
to the southeast and that could be the Procione or Da Recco or both, since both were seen 
subject to volley fire; nearby. 

3 - 00:39: action against a destroyer detected the Aurora to the northeast, which is 
protected with smoke screen. No Italian ship could be in that direction at that time; 
Therefore it was a false sighting. 

4. - 00:39: Fire of the Argonaut against a vessel abeam to starboard, with a 
simultaneous launch of a torpedo. Probably the ship was K.T./. 

5. - 00:40: shooting of the Sirius against a ship to bow starboard, the Puccini 
considered by the British. Maybe it was also the K.T./ 

6 - 00:42: Fire of the Argonaut against a destroyer on the left. In all probability it 
was the Camicia Nera. 

7 - 00:42: Fire of the Aurora against a ship, estimated merchant, who would be 
covered with smoke moving away eastwards - northeast. It was, instead, in all likelihood, 
the Camicia Nera she was going to attack with torpedoes. 

8. - 00:43: Fire of the Aurora on the left against a destroyer that was covered with 
smoke. It was undoubtedly the Camicia Nera, just after the launch of its first salvo of 
torpedoes. 
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Fire the same cruiser to starboard against another ship not identified. It could be the 
Procione or Da Recco. 

9. - 00:43: shot four prejudice by from the Argonaut against a destroyer relative to 
bearing 35° true. It was undoubtedly the Camicia Nera, which was framed by four prejudice 
in the short interval of two minutes (00:43 to 12:45) between his first and his second salvo 
of torpedoes. 

10. - 12:46: action of the Aurora to move sideways to the left from 3,800 m against a 
merchant who ran for east — southeast. Soon after, action against another merchant from 
3,600 meters. The two merchant could only be the Aspromonte and Aventino and at the same 
time the action of the Argonaut, probably against the Aventino. 

11 - 00:47: Action of the Sirius bow left against two destroyers, which could only be 
that the Folgore and Clio. 

12. - At 00:48, two salvos of the Argonaut in the direction towards 50° to about 5500 
m against unidentified target. 

13 - 12:52: shot of eleven salvos of the Argonaut in an interval of three minutes to 
70° against a destroyer, that was hit. It was undoubtedly the Folgore, which caught fire later 
went to the bottom. 

14 - 00:53: brief fire action of the Sirius against a ship to the bow to starboard: 
probably the Procione. 

15. - 00:55 to 01:07: independent tactical maneuver of Quiberon, leaving formation 
and repeated at 12:55 to 01:07, during which the DD attacked with the cannon at a torpedo 
boat that she had sighted at 00:55 abeam to the left.. He fired from 4600 meters; the torpedo 
boat fired back framing the Quiberon, without hitting him, and pulled away at 00:59 and 
developing protective smoke. It was the Clio. During the maneuver, the British DD at 01. 01 
thought she saw two Mas on his left and pulled over immediately to the south to avoid a 
likely launch of torpedoes, losing touch with the Clio. 

16 - 00:57: attack of the Sirius against a merchant 4,600 meters bow to the left: 
probably the Puccini. 

17. - 12:58 Hours: shot eight salvos of the Argonaut in about three minutes, and the 
launch of a torpedo, also against the Puccini. 

18. - 12:59 Hours: fire of the Aurora on an alleged merchant, appeared painted in 
light under fire illuminating, setting it on fire. It was to be the Puccini, if the merchant; but it 
could also be the Folgore, repeatedly struck just after 00:59 with the development of a fire. 
The both ships were painted in light gray. 
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19. - 01:00: Argonaut launched a torpedo against a burning ship, estimated that hit 
on the left side. Because the Aventine was struck by a torpedo before sinking, it had to be 
this ship, as there is a discrepancy of hours because, according to his survivors, it would 
disappear at 00:55 and not a little after 1:00, but such differences in tragic conditions of war 
at night, are anything but rare. 

20. - 01:02: Sirius launching a torpedo, who appreciated that hit on a merchant ship. 
Thought by the British to be the Aspromonte, it was instead the Aventino: we will never 
know if the fatal torpedo to the ship was from the Argonaut or that of the Sirius. 

21. - 01.06 hours: just before (to return to formation the Quiberon fire against at 
01.10, a steamer (Puccini), while traveling through an area with shipwrecked in water (those 
of the Aspromonte, under imminent sinking). 

22. - 01:12: resumption of the fire of the Quiberon, but together with Quentin, 
against Puccini burning: the action lasts three minutes. 

23. - 13.01 hours: Aurora action against the Aspromonte from 7,200 meters, against 
which fired the same time until 01:20 against other ships not specified in the documentation. 

24. - 01:21: Action of the cruisers - prolonged for at least six minutes -against the 
Clio (mistaken for the Folgore by the British), who escaped unscathed, although judged hit 
and blew up. 

25 - 01:25: Sirius action against an alleged destroyer bow left. At that time in that 
direction compared to Sirius there was no ship Italian: Clio was the forward position 
compared to Force Q, but on the opposite side. 

26. - 01:35 Hours: concentrated fire of Sirius, the Quiberon and Quentin on Da 
Recco, from a distance of about 3000 m in the first leg of the route to return of Force Q to 
base. 


Following the aforementioned actions of the ships of Force Q our ships suffered the 
following fate: 

- K.T. I sank at 00:40; 

- Aventino Sunk about 00:55; 

- Puccini, Immobilized at 01:08 and sank at 15.00 by Camicia Nera because it was 
not towable; 

- DD Folgore sank at 01:16; 

- Aspromonte Sunk at 01.29; 
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- DD Da Recco and TB Procione damaged; 

- DD Camicia Nera and TB Clio were unharmed. 

For their part, the British units did not suffer any damage as a result of reaction of 
our ships, although repeatedly bullets fired by them had fallen very close especially to the 
Argonaut. On the way back instead the Quiberon was hit by shrapnel from a German 
aircraft bombs and Quentin was sunk by a torpedo plane, also German, at 06:36 on 
December 2 to 50 miles from Bona. 


c) The reaction of the Italian ships of the escort ships. 


The behavior of our torpedo boats traces its origins from the order, "Go to the 
attack," broadcast on VHF at 12:38 from the Capt. Cocchia to all escort ships. This order 
confirmed the directive, cited above, which he inserted in the order of operation. 

"However, while the order of operation prescribed - wrote Capt. Cocchia in his 
report — for the Folgore and Clio to remain with the merchant if the convoy was attacked by 
ships in the area, now on the radio the order "Attack the enemy” was also extended to these 
two ships. I took this decision because the intensity and volume of enemy fire it soon 
became clear to me that the attacking ships were many and that, therefore, it was convenient 
to counter attack with the greatest possible mass of our torpedo boats. Another reason then 
led me to order the Folgore to attack the enemy instead of remaining with the convoy, and it 
seemed to me that the Folgore, with the Camicia Nera, the torpedo boat in the tactical 
position most advantageous for a successful torpedo attack against the enemy which was 
located roughly north of the core of the convoy.” 


Let's tell now the activity carried out in the area of fighting the escort ships, by 
treating in the sequence in which they were in contact with the enemy force. 


The first was the Camicia Nera (Capt. Frig. Adriano Foscari), who was the destroyer 
most displaced northward. 

He went straight to the northwest, until the 00:43 he launched from the left on the 
estimated distance of 2,000 m (very close to real) three of his six torpedoes, which did not 
affect Force Q which was making a slow turn to starboard. 
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Immediately assumed the route removal yurning on the starboard side, was framed 
by several salvos of eight shots each. Immediately after the turn, he launched on the 
starboard at 12:45 the other three torpedoes that probably did not reach the target already in 
removal from the position occupied at that moment by the Camicia Nera. 

After a short drive away the Camicia Nera headed by various routes (prior to the 
southeast, and to the west - southwest and then to the south - southeast) to return to the area 
of combat. At 01:07, as he was to take the route to the south - southeast, it was illuminated 
by enemy illuminating shots and saw him fall in his vicinity some salvos, probably not 
directed against him. At 01:14 the Camicia Nera route took 50°, informing the Da Recco, 
and with this route came from the area of combat without having more opportunity to fire 
and not be disturbed. At 1:27 his attention was drawn to an exchange of gunfire, about 6 
miles from the bow: it was the action of Aurora against the Clio, whose Camicia Nera 
received a confirmation signal from the Clio. 


The Folgore (Capt. Corv. Ener Bettica, who died heroically disappearing with his 
ship), when he saw the flames of the first salvo fired by the Force Q, went immediately to 
the attack of the enemy getting a few moments after the general order of attack from the 
escort commander. 

The decision of Commander Bettica to move against the enemy, leaving the Puccini 
near which he was to show her the route and not taking into account the defective to stay 
with the convoy, test his aggressiveness and readiness initiative in the spirit of the order It 
was going to come to him. 

At 00:47 the Folgore launched the first salvo of three torpedoes at the left side by a 
distance of about 1000 to 1500 meters against the lead ship of the enemy force, which was 
the Aurora, then he turned to the right to disengage, but - spotted the second ship of Force 
Q, the Sirius, which was illuminating a steamer with the spotlight - interrupted the maneuver 
of disengagement, returned on the left and the other three torpedoes launched 00:50:30, 
again from the left side, against that ship, which He seemed to have thought to hit with two 
torpedoes. 

He assumed route of departure to the east - southeast continuing the turn to the left 
and opening fire on enemy ships. Immediately he broke the enemy reaction, with intense 
focus 
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from a short distance; I fell in a few minutes on the destroyer nine projectiles, which caused 
fires and failures in vital parts of the ship, and subsequently many others: but the DD 
continued to fire until all ammunition contained in the gun reserves, unable, due to damage 
which multiplied and the heavy losses of personnel, supply the guns, from powder 
magazine. 

However, the Folgore could continue for about twenty minutes to go with the 
propellers whirling at a speed corresponding to 27 knots, until towards 01:15, as the ship 
listed to 20 ° on the starboard -despite the measures tempted to straighten it - the 
commander, heard the chief engineer CPO. Mario Valvason, ordered him to stop the 
machines and to move up on deck the personnel, while the water was about to invade the 
local spilling inside the hatches. 

At 01:16 the ship disappeared, with her commander. He had taken a few minutes 
before the course 340°, in the hope of reaching Cagliari which was the closer home port. 


The TB Procione (Capt. Corv. Renato, Torchiana) had just completed at 00:36 the 
launching of a paravane and was gradually increasing speed to reach the position ordered (6 
miles ahead of the convoy), when at 00:38 he saw the flames of enemy cannons and soon 
saw tall columns of water on the starboard bow, mistaking them for the first time to bomb 
explosions by airplane. 

Just received, at 12:40, the order of escort commander to go on the attack, the 
captain put the bow on the enemy (which continued to distinguish only by flushes), while 
giving order to cut the cables of the paravane: an operation which took about 20 minutes, 
because the cables were tangled after turning toward the enemy and the strong pace taken by 
the torpedo boat. 

Was sighted at 12:53, 60° from the bow to starboard at about 2,000 meters the 
enemy force, which was illuminated by the illuminating projectiles fired in the direction of 
the Procione, and this was immediately centered by shooting swing. A shot wounded men 
of the fore cannon armament and another severed links to the direction of the shot and 
launch. The serious damage became manifest when the commander, after opposing 
somewhat on the left to disturb the conduct of the enemy fire, he returned repeatedly to 
starboard giving the order to fire torpedoes that did not start, while 
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they continued to invest ship with projectiles and splinters (three discharges, over the first 
two, and numerous shrapnel exploded near). 

At 12:57 the captain tried to turn again to starboard in the hope of being able to fire 
torpedoes, b78uut a failure at the helm prevented him. Steering with the engines pulled to 
southwest, breaking the contact. Water was coming in various bow locations and there were 
dead and wounded in control bridge and at various points of the ship; the r. t. pavilion was 
rendered unserviceable. At 01:20 it was possible to operate the rudder by hand and at 01:45 
began to run normal maneuvering rudder from the bridge. 

At about 02:15 the torpedo boat sighted the island of Zembra and at 08.00 entered 
the port of La Goulette, informing Supermarina with a dispatch forwarded to 00.30 after 
repairing the r .t. station pavilion’s main transmitter. 

The Procione not made use of cannons and machine guns, because, as he wrote the 
commander, "going to the attack did not consider it appropriate to disclose my position with 
the flushing of the guns; after the turn of removal could not submit timely orders to the guns 
given the failure of the fire net and telecom.“ 


The TB Clio (Leut. Vito Asaro) was at 00:37 stern left of the Aventino. Just spotted 
the first enemy flames, received orders to change course along with the convoy and 
executed at 00:40 turning on the left and starting the expanse of a protective smoke curtain. 
The Aventino and Puccini, the only ones who saw, as had lost sight of the Aspromonte, 
which had reversed course on the other side and disappeared into the darkness. 

For what happened to TB Clio from 12:40 onwards we should report what he 
reported the commander, who was the only one not to make the general order of attack 
(which he received at 00:40), following the previous order to remain at the merchant. He 
gives no explanation for this decision, but perhaps - given the position of the Clio respective 
to the steamers — considered useful to worry about masking. 

"The clash between our ships, which was ordered to attack the enemy and enemy 
ships is in full swing with extensive use of lighting shooting and shooting swing 
crisscrossing in different directions. Always keeping in view of the steamers Aventino and 
Puccini maneuvered with various routes and speed laying smoke. 
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"At 00:48 a ship turn on the spotlight. I ask the Da Recco is the ship the enemy. 
Responds positively the Camicia Nera and then shot two salvoes with stern pieces against 
the spotlight it remains on within seconds. Distance appreciated 4500 meters [Real, of the 
order of 5500 m]. Shortly after you see the astern a ship that proceeds at high speed toward 
the southeast with a fire on board under the funnel [was the Folgore]. Then under the 
lighting on my left I see in the distance the Aspromonte invested in full by enemy fire. I 
continue to lay smoke guarding the steamers, proceeding with various routes and speed. 

"At 01:21 suddenly are framed by illuminating shooting and immediately after 
shooting gun batteries against a ship that can not see. I observe a salvo hit, then centered that 
I fall at your sides a few meters throwing splinters on the ship, whose efficiency is not 
impaired. Increase speed and start the smoke. Not seeing the enemy stop to smoke and, seen 
from the stern of the blazes direct me, after 4,500 meters start against them the shot flying. 

"Just open the shooting, Da Recco asks me if I'm shooting and later on that 
detection. I answer affirmatively and communicate detection 280 °, being in that moment 
my route 100°. 

"The unity with which to cross the cease fire to fire; the lighting is off. I order the 
cessation of the fire [at about 01:34] because I no longer see the flames. I run 4 salvos with 
stern guns. 

"Having lost contact with steamers start with various routes and speed to search in 
the area." 

The Clio continued the search until around 04.00, illuminated by occasional flares of 
aircraft that followed, until such time sighted the tanker Giorgio immobilized. But of this we 
shall say later. 

About the action taken, in the last phase, of the Clio the appreciation of Argonaut’s 
commander the was expressed as follows: "valiant was preeminently the conduct of the last 
destroyer to survive, which from about 01:20 onwards, despite It was under fire from three 
cruisers, kept shooting against the Argonaut. This destroyer seems to have been the Folgore, 
which was the only destroyer sunk" 

This appreciation, is due to that person obviously could not read at night the names 
of our torpedo boats, can only 
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be reported to the Clio, held sunk by the British, because the Folgore had already gone to 
the bottom at 01:16, as it was said. 


Let's say now the Da Recco, escort commander. 

The commander Cocchia, in keeping with his order of general attack of the enemy, 
had already put forward in the direction of the blazes sighted increasing speed. 
Simultaneously opened fire with enlightening fire and swing, in order to "make visible 
target not only at the Da Recco, but also to all the torpedo boats which had given the order 
to attack." Shortly thereafter from aboard the destroyer they were seen falling prejudice on 
both sides. 

This action of fire lasted for several minutes. At about 00:55 it was resumed shooting 
for a few minutes, until around 00:57 Da Recco began the turn to head towards the east in 
order to put the bow on the enemy, sensing that he had passed the stern. 

Contact was re-established at 01.30 when Force Q - already on the way back -the 
was passing at about 4000 meters away, while the Da Recco, which at that time was heading 
north just to "catch" the enemy and preparing to fire torpedoes tightening the distance, 
opened cannons shooting. 

But a deadly fire enveloped the destroyer (whose sighting by the enemy had been 
facilitated by the flames that issued from a smokestack for combustion of residual fuel oil 
into the smoke) forcing him to stop at 01:35. 

At the same time I fell three shots on board, two of which penetrated the forecastle, 
seriously disrupting the hull structures in the vicinity of the 120 mm. mount n. 1. The third 
shot, which came from the left side about a meter above the waterline, explosion in the 
ammunition deposit of the 120 mount predicted, causing the explosion (fortunately, not the 
explosion) of the charges. A blinding huge blaze arose, killing armament system staff and 
killing or seriously burning all who were with the captain on the bridge: he was among the 
most severely burned, face and hands. 

The result was a fire, which, by adding the effect of the flames to that of 
deflagration, red-hot throughout the forward part of the ship. 

The commander, made engine shutdown to prevent the air flow caused by the speed 
to extend the fire 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 164 


to the stern came down from the deck along with Leut. Alfredo Zambrini, communications 
officer of the squadron, who was also so badly burned that he died later at the hospital, 
heading for the reserve bridge placed on the deck of the ship's stern where he was the 120 
mount n. 3. He met amidships the second officer Capt. of Corv. Pietro Riva, who was 
dropped from the deck house - where he was at his battle station, just to be ready to take 
over the ship in case of destruction of the bridge - to go to bow to realize what had happened 


Ascend with difficulty to the aft deck and lying on a blanket, Commander Cocchi 
gave orders for the salvation of his ship until "blind [or rather, blinded], almost unable to 
speak, his hands inert, his face swollen and swollen, in the grip of such torment, "he ordered 
the Cap. of Corv. Riva to take command of the Da Recco, not feeling more able to discern 
exactly what to do. 

Meanwhile, thanks to the intelligent work directive of Riva and chief engineer CPO 
Cesare Petroncelli, the destroyer was put in conditions to resume navigation under its own 
power, albeit at a reduced speed. 

At the time of starting the engines, Riva returned to Commander Cocchia, to tell him 
that the ship was safe and ask for new orders. Despite their status very serious, Commander 
Cocchia found the strength to tell him to run at low speed for Trapani and to remind the 
routes to be followed between the defensive minefields of the Trapani sector, whom he 
remembered with good approximation by heart. 

While the destroyers was still standing, with fires and accidents, Leut. Zambrini - 
overcoming the agony - was able to operate together with Sergeant r. t. Mario efforts, also 
burned, though not seriously, the reserve radio transmitter located aft. So it was possible to 
communicate the estimated spot where stood the Da Recco (60 miles for 249° from 
Marettimo) and facilitate the search for the ship by those sent to the rescue: Lampo, 
Partenope, Pigafetta and Da Noli. 

To complete the picture of the story of the Da Recco you must remember that during 
his tactical maneuver it had kept in touch with the dependent ships by giving and receiving 
information. It had been at about 01:10 at the point where at 00:55 the Aventine went to the 
bottom and at 01:25 short distance away from the Puccini 
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flames with shipwrecked at sea. Between 00:46 and 00:54 he received from the Camicia 
Nera and Folgore news of their launches torpedoes, and that was when he headed east to 
take the enemy from behind, who was attacking the ships. His maneuver had informed all 
dependant ships with the signal transmitted at 00:55: "I'm going around the enemy from the 
west; I opened fire." 

Flashes of gunfire and ships on fires had driven in search of recovery of contact with 
the enemy, as long as you had failed in the final stage of his race, at 01.30. 

He kept Supermarina informed of events, with short messages: "Combat" at 01:05 
and "Steamers on fire" at 01.15. 


d) The story of the merchant ships. 


The total disappearance of the crew on KT / does not give any particulars about the 
end of this steamer. 


As for the Aventine (Capt. Giovanni Duili), initiated the turn to the left to reverse 
course as per order issued by the flagship at 00.38, we found little after illuminated by a 
projector and hit by violent and precise enemy shooting. Suspended the turn and headed for 
a route roughly parallel to that taken in the meantime by Force Q: The military commander 
of the ship (Res. Capt. Corv. Pietro Bechis) took this decision because he saw an enemy ship 
on the left side with which would have ended, and head for convergent (must be Quiberon, 
released from the formation as we have seen). 

In a few minutes they hit the bridge, the station r. t., the engines and the transmission 
for actuating the rudder, while the steamer reacted with the guns which it was armed. The 
explosions of projectiles slew among the approximately 1,100 men aboard. 

The ship immediately began to veer to the left and bow heavy. 

At about 00:50 there was a loud explosion in the starboard bow, the commander 
attributed it to a torpedo. It accelerated the bow heaviness and from 00:55 Aventine sank 
with the stern up, they had no time to go up on deck and overboard the many soldiers who 
crammed the lower parts. 

Commander Bechis, although seriously wounded in several parts of the body, 
managed to escape by jumping into the sea last. The civilian Commander instead 
disappeared with his ship. 
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The motorship Puccini was hit on the starboard side from enemy fire shortly after 
the Aventine, and was heading east after dropping undisturbed for a few - minutes to the 
south. The fire struck the ship in the central area, causing explosions and fires. The situation 
was judged so serious short by military commander (Leut. Mario Vinelli) and the civilian 
captain (res. Capt. Marcello Bulli), which by agreement gave order to abandon ship to 
thousands of people They were on board. Many were already dead, they died for the 
overturning of overloaded rescue boats. The two commanders were among the missing. 

But the Puccini, but with the center devastated and endured burning, and sank at 
15:00 that same December 2 when the Camicia Nera, later, having recovered 30 soldiers and 
an Army captain who had stayed on the ship coming together at the stern, judging not 
towable sank her. 


The Aspromonte was a motorship intended for rail traffic in the Strait of Messina. 
Armed with military and militarized personnel had Lt. Commander. Gaetano Zolese. 

Could put in motion soon after the collision with the MS Puccini and, reversing 
course to starboard, he went off to the west -northwest, taking 00:40 to route 65° and putting 
the maximum velocity of about 17 knots. 

The ship continued undisturbed until 01:10, when maneuvered to avoid two 
torpedoes had the impression that they were fired from torpedo planes. These certainly were 
not there and what to torpedo not appear that British ships were the parties against the 
Aspromonte. 

From 01:20 till about 01:30, the boat was kept under enemy fire. Zigzagging 
managed to avoid being hit by the first six or seven prejudice, but then the shots - began to 
fall aboard. 

The bridge was hit first and all those who were there were killed or seriously injured, 
except the commander that reported a graze to the back. He then personally sat at the wheel 
continuing zigzagging until a projectile froze the helm. Then he tried to govern with the 
engines, but at 01:29 a huge explosion occurred, causing the sinking of the Aspromonte 
which disappeared plunging stern first. 
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3. - AID OF THE RESCUE VESSELS AND RESCUE OF THE SHIPWRECKED. 
a) Convoy G. 


As was mentioned, the tanker Giorgio (Mil. Commander Leut. Italo Cappa) had been 
torpedoed at 21:56 from an airplane. The torpedo had struck her in the bow to starboard. He 
was immediately developed a violent fire, fed by the fuel load, and the ship was drifting by 
bow and starboard. 

At 23:35 the remaining unharmed staff had managed to extinguish the fire, while the 
men were wounded by the explosion transshipped to torpedo boat escort (DD Lampo, Capt. 
Corv. Antonio Cuzzaniti; TB Climene, Leut. Mario Colussi). 

The Lampo had ordered then to Climene to take the tanker in tow. But, calling the 
operation a long time because the torpedo boat had to be remove the accommodations of the 
paravane, were recovered the entire staff was on the Giorgio (who, on the other hand, 
suffered from giving off gases of gasoline) and the two torpedo boats they left to return to 
Marettimo in broad daylight near the ship left to drift. 

In this phase continued to be flown over and lit by planes, as they watched the 
horizon the glow of the fight going on between Force Q and Convoy H. 

They found the tanker at 06:15, meeting with the Clio and two Mas who were near 
the tanker. The Clio had sighted 04:00 -as has been mentioned - and, together with the 
Lampo, he was ordered to help with the escort service, while the Climene took in tow the 
tanker. 

At 07:30 the Lampo, having sent the signal of being in urgent need of assistance Da 
Recco, he decided to move quickly with this ship, leaving the Clio and the two Mas 
responsible for protecting the hard sailing to Trapani of the Climene with the Giorgio in 
tow. 

At 9:15 the Climene gave the towing line to the Liguria from Trapani, and the tanker 
had to be taken to be grounded, as was said. 

The Clio was ordered by Climene going to Trapani. While he was doing that order, 
he saw the Da Recco towing the Pigafetta with the escort of the Lampo and joined in this 
convoy around 15:00. 
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b) Convoy H. 


Supermarina, when he had news from the Da Recco that convoy H had been sighted, 
by craft shortly after 20:00 on 1 December and continued to be followed by enemy 
reconnaissance, had taken the precautionary measure ordering the Hospital Ship Capri, the 
which had gone out of Trapani at 13.40, followed at a distance the convoy and that a tugboat 
was kept ready in Marettimo. 

He had simultaneously ordered that the Hospital Ship Laurana came out from 
Palermo. The ship at 22:30 was preparing to leave port, when it was smoky for air raid; then 
he had to wait for the termination of the alarm and the thinning the smoke. He could go out 
at midnight. 

Just got the message "Steamers in flames", transmitted from the Da Recco From 
01:15 of 2 December, Supermarina had ordered the urgent exit from Trapani to the battle 
zone of DD Pigafetta and Da Noli. The two DDs left the port at 06:00, as he walked into 
action an aerial survey whose purpose is to scour the area in which you had to find the 
survivors, and to avoid surprises of the ships intent on the recovery. 

On day 2 found themselves in the search of the castaways four ships now quoted; 
also DD Camicia Nera and Lampo, the TB Partenope and Perseo, Ms. 32, Mas 563 and 
Mas 576. 

The first ships reached the area of the night fight was the Camicia Nera. This DD, 
outside the area of combat route to the northeast, had decided to go back at 03:15 to give 
assistance to shipwrecked vessels and inform Supermarina of the disaster. 

At first light, around 07:40, he sighted a white smoke on the bow left and led by a 
reconnaissance plane was found in waters where floating rafts and boats with staff survivor 
of the Aspromonte. While they were recuperating appeared the Lampo, who undertook to 
move near the Da Recco and report. After the recovery of the survivors of the Aspromonte, 
she went to the Puccini, taken on board the 31 people who were on the ship and the other 
castaways nearby. In total the Camicia Nera rescued 158 people, of which 4 died on board. 

The Pigafetta arriving near the Da Recco (Capt. Rodolfo Del Minium) and Da Noli 
(Capt, Frig. Pio Valdambrini), the Camicia Nera sat together with the Lampo under the 
orders of the Pigafetta. 
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This ship, assumed the direction of operations ordered immediately: 

- that the Lampo, completed the transfer of the seriously injured from Da Recco, who 
was performing, protect this immobilized DD while the Pigafetta, had to tow the stern; 
Lampo began to circle around the two ships laying smoke and putting into action the sonar 
for the discovery of any submarines; 

-that the injured of the Da Recco were all gathered on the Da Noli, who had aboard 
the 15" DD squadron doctor, of which the Pigafetta was the ship squadron leader. 

At 09:50 the tow was ready and the Pigafetta, escorted by Lampo and later, the two 
Mas 563 and Mas 576, went to Trapani where he arrived around 18:00. 

The Da Noli Comander Del Minio who gave the order to transship the wounded to 
the Hosp. Capri that was coming and then to return to strengthen the escort. The Da Noli, 
performed the mission by transshipping the 40 injured (all burned) onto the Capri, took his 
escort post at 11:24 to leave half an hour after having received a new order, that prescribed 
going to the Puccini where the Camicia Nera was still giving assistance. 

Meanwhile they had arrived in the area also the TB Partenope (Capt. Corv. Gustavo 
Lovatelli) and the Perseus (Leut. Xavier Marotta), which were at sea since the 02:15, of the 
1“ for the same purpose of performing a antisubmarine rake of the route Trapani - Biserta. 

Comander Lovatelli had on his own initiative taken at 08:30 the second decision 
(informing Marina Trapani) to suspend the rake and go to the rescue of ships and castaways, 
following the interception of a message relative to the difficulties in which was the Da 
Recco. He had noticed the night, over the horizon, numerous flashes and he understood that 
it was conducting a combat. 

The two torpedo boats they recovered in several hours of searching, between 09:10 
and 14:00, numerous castaways precisely from the Partenope 10, from the Aventine 100 
from the Folgore (over 13 bodies, including that of Commander Bettica) and 12 other 
isolated castaways; the Perseus 150 survivors of the Aventino, that transshipment onto the 
Hosp. Capri. 

The Da Noli, left the Da Recco - Pigafetta convoy, reached at 13:00, the Puccini, 
near which found the Camicia Nera, the Perseo and the Hosp. Laurana, all busy looking for 
survivors. Recovered 
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also 10 survivors of the Aventine and took the direction of the rescue operations. 

Since the Da Noli had the impression that there were no more shipwrecked in that 
area, he ordered the Camicia Nera to see if it was possible to tow the Puccini and move 
further north, where the Ms.32 carrying some castaways was doing a search; but he found 
no trace of wreckage or of men. 

Around 16:00 arrived the Camicia Nera, who meanwhile had informed him that he 
had sunk the Puccini, and at 19:05 the two destroyers entered Trapani at 18.00 having been 
ordered to give up the search. 

Before leaving the waters witnessed many heroic sacrifices, Da Noli had ordered the 
Hosp. Laurana (Second Lieutenant. Oscar Sacchi) to continue the search until the morning 
of the next day on December 3. 

The latter ship, with the assistance and guidance of with the scouts, had reached the 
search area at 11:00 on 2 December. Extending the search until after dark recovered 133 
men, all belonging to the Aventino and Puccini. At 14:30 were transshipped 14 seriously 
injured onto Ms.32, because they anticipate transport into Trapani and the landing in the 
hospital. Early in the morning of the 3" came into port, having exhausted its mission. 

The Hosp. Capri instead, charge the castaways who had entrusted Da Noli and 
Perseo, he had returned to Trapani at 16:10 on 2 December. 


Were severe losses of men. Of a total of about 3,300 people embarked on board the 9 
ships making up the convoy they were lost well 2,200. 

The dead of the military ships (including in the 2200) were 286, as follows: Da 
Recco 5 officers, 15 noncommissioned officers and 98 PO and Seaman; Folgore 4 officers, 
13 NCOs and 107 PO and Seaman; Procione 2 NCOs and | seaman; Aspromonte 6 NCOs 
and 35 PO and Seaman. That is more than a third of men embarked on these ships. 


For their behavior were decorated with a gold medal for military valor Capt. Cocchia 
and the Capt. Frig. Foscari; equal decoration was granted to the memory of the Capt. Corv. 
Bettica and Leut. Zambrini. 
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CHAPTER IX 
THE THIRD PHASE OF TRAFFIC TUNISIAN 
(1 March 1943 — 13 MAY 1943) 


1. - SITUATION, DISCUSSIONS AND MEASURES. 

Tunisia was on 1 March 1943 still all in our hands, from the line of Mareth to the 
northern coast. It was of utmost importance to continue, and possibly intensify, the traffic of 
supply to keep up the military potential of the operational needs of the troops stationed in 
those zones, the conservation of which was a matter of life or death for the fate of the war in 
the Mediterranean. 

It was memorandum of Supermarina on 11 March, who summed up the situation at 
the beginning of the month. 

Supermarina observed that the problem could be solved in only one way: by 
increasing, that is, up to the saturation limit the capacity of the private shipyards and 
arsenals of the State in order to accelerate the construction of new merchant and military 
ships and to minimize the duration of the repair works of the damaged ships or in need of 
major revisions. For its part, even the Air Force would have to try to step up production and 
to speed up repairs to the flight to contribute more effectively to protect direct and indirect 
traffic. 

Now we reproduce some of the most important paragraphs of the memorandum, 
concerning the availability of vessels for the protection of convoys. 

"We had at the beginning of the war between 95 old destroyers, torpedo boats and 
smaller ships suitable for the escort service. We have lost 45, they entered service 24 and, 
therefore, we have now 74 ... Today on March 11 of these 74 units are in motion or ready 
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to move only 32; 42 are being repaired or waiting for repair ... 

"Of the 32 ready, 15 are in service for Africa. The rest are scattered in other theaters 
of war ... 

"The contrast against our maritime traffic -made by all means that technology 
available to today's: bombers and torpedo planes escorted by strong fighter, supported by a 
vast reconnaissance service day and night; submarines scattered on all our long coast from 
Toulon to Rhodes; mines laid in the Sicilian Channel from minelayer surface, from 
submarines to torpedo boats, aircraft; surface ships fast, ready to move from Malta and, 
from Bona - is an extremely difficult problem, which is not solved only by choosing this or 
that route, this or that time of departure, making convoys more or less numerous, by 
adopting this or that formation. What is needed above all is the necessary means ... There 
are problems that can be solved in a radical way. However much you can do ... 

"We must insist and persist, as there set the example those sailors on the ships and 
escort ships” that, while seeing each navigation disappear into the sea so great number of 
comrades, incessantly starting ... They ask us means to navigate, which is what to say to 
keep fighting. We must find ways to give them." 


In another memorandum of 4 March Supermarina he had already drawn the attention 
of the Comando Supremo on the difficulty of fighting the offensive submarines with the 
systematic surveillance and anti-submarine hunting in the areas most frequented by traffic. 
He concluded by saying that the only truly effective means had proved those equipped with 
sonar, of which there were only between 64 destroyers, destroyers and corvettes. "But all the 
efficient units of these types are concentrated in the battle for Tunisia for troop transport, 
mining, escort of convoys, patrolling routes. So the enemy has thinned out the attacks with 
submarines in the Sicilian Channel [V Chapt. III, para. 4], where the means 





(1) They were used as escort vessels with appropriate armament 34 motorboats 
speed passenger tonnage between 2500 and 3500 tons, Classifying them "auxiliary cruisers." 
They had military command and crew militarized, plus a military specialist. Until March 
1943 they had been lost 12. 
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for hunting is intense, and distributed them on all our coasts to cause leakage of contrast ... 
What can be done with small departmental means (lookouts, small merchant ships, yachts 
armed), scattered throughout the long development of coasts from Toulon to Rhodes, is very 
little. The situation will improve radically constructive program of corvettes completed. 
They are known causes of delay, due to decreased productivity of the yards.“ 

Even the firm intention to strengthen the anti-aircraft weaponry of ships having 
difficulty. 

In a word, the Navy was struggling in a series of setbacks, the causes of which were 
- so to speak - of national character and that it could not eliminate. It was, unfortunately, the 
country that was depleting its resources, as the running-in was proportionately less - 
Germany. 


Meanwhile, head of the German Navy Adm. Raeder was replaced by the Adm. 
Doenitz, who had brought his attention on traffic with Tunisia endorsing with his 
authoritative and dynamic personality complaints, for some time already existing in German 
circles, about the alleged insufficient energy and skill with which the Italian Navy - and in 
particular Supermarina - conducting the fight for the protection of the Tunisian traffic. 

The result was a kind of controversy between the two navies, which led to a March 
17 agreement which is reproduced in the parts more meanings there. 

"Recognizing clearly the fact that the strategic position of the Axis Powers in 
Tunisia is of decisive importance for the struggle for existence of the two countries and for 
the outcome of the war in general, and that the solution of these tasks depends only supplies, 
the Italian Navy and the Germanic Navy declare their mutual desire to take as soon as 
possible, in mutual cooperation, all the necessary measures to increase the efficiency of 
supplies for Tunisia ... 

"The Italian Navy makes with the German Navy the following agreements: 

1 - Vice Admiral Ruge of the Germanic Navy, until now chief security officer of the 
escorts in Flanders, in the English Channel and in Western France, is put with his immediate 
staff under the command of Admiral. Riccardi and aggregate Supermarina. His job is to 
work 
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with the bodies responsible for ensuring the escorts of Supermarina to Tunisia. 

2 -4 -3 - (They contained provisions for the boarding of German officers and sailors in 
addition to ours to all ships used in traffic Tunisian and the assignment of officers to the 
German Command in Naples, Messina, Palermo, Trapani and Tunis). 

5 - For the commander of the convoys they will be used alternately naval Italian and 
German officers. 

6 - omission ... 

7 -All ships found in Italian ports, which can be used to escort convoys will be 
seized and prepared as quickly as possible by Supermarina; they will be taken over by 
German personnel. 

8 - The German Navy is ready to provide all possible aid to Italian Navy for training 
and education of Italian personnel in the use of anti-aircraft weapons, search equipment and 
mine dredging, and what in Italian or German schools.” 


The Adm. Ruge, who arrived in Italy a few days later, animated by the "sacred fire", 
ended very early to be convinced that with the means at its disposal, the Italian Navy could 
not and could not do better and more: namely, that the problem was not of "energy and 
capacity" but of means; and it means unfortunately was not easy to multiply quickly, as 
would have been necessary in the face of a general war situation that evolved against us 
with speed much higher than that with which we could equip us to deal with it. 


In late March Supermarina was forced to put the Comando Supremo facing a harsh 
reality, writing on 27 and 28 having two letters wich have as their subject the transport of 
troops to Tunisia. 

In the letter dated March 27 reads: 

"... Itis no longer possible to use the few remaining destroyers in other missions 
transport of troops, which inevitably would cause further losses [in March, the DDs had 
made 11 missions to transport troops with 21 ship-trip with loss 2 DD]. It should also reduce 
the activity of laying mines [through February the DD had made for this purpose 14 
missions with 61 ship - trip and none in March]. Every effort will be 
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done to restore the efficiency of the destroyers heavily damaged, currently in repair, in order 
to be able as soon as possible also have 9 ships for the accompaniment, the minimum 
necessary, of the three battleships type "Vittorio Veneto". 

"The troop transport will be resumed with the former French destroyer: the first two 
will be online within three weeks, the other two will follow in short time.” 

Conversely, these destroyers could not be promptly prepared and in April our very 
tired destroyer had to perform other missions 5 transport troops with 10 ships - trip and the 
serious loss of 3 ships, in addition to the 3 missions for mining with 5 ship-trip. 

In the letter dated March 28 reads: 

"It is not advisable, from every point of view, insist on carrying troops to Tunisia by 
sea. The probability of moving every day become more scarce. The risk is still acceptable 
for the material, but not for men. Each troop carrier sunk in material effects corresponds to a 
lost battle and has repercussions even more serious in the moral field. 

"In the current situation all the maritime transport of troops to Tunisia should be 
entrusted to the air.” 

Comprehensive exams comparison between the capacity and the safety of transport 
men and materials between the vessels and aircraft, the letter insisted on the continuation of 
the transport of materials by sea and air men, stressing the minuscule numbers destroyers 
efficient with very worn out (10 in all at the end of March). 

The concluding sentences of the letter were as follows: 

"In this war for us is all overseas, and in which we face the largest coalition naval air 
that he had ever seen, appearance maritime and naval operations is crucial... If you consider 
only the problem of Tunisia, it may appear that the intake of a few thousand men deserve to 
be paid at any price, present and future. But when you consider the problem as a whole is 
our absolute duty to submit any decision to cold examination of all aspects, even when it is 
necessary to face a harsh reality.” 

In April, in front of the deterioration of the situation in North Africa and the 
resulting decision to upgrade even the principals of Sardinia and Sicily with transport of the 
major units of the Army 
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the continent in view of safe operations against one or the other or both island from the 
enemy, was ventilated using four transatlantic liners then in reserve in the ports of the Upper 
Adriatic (Vulcania, Saturnia, Giulio Cesare, Caio Duilio) for transport of troops, rather than 
allocate them to a third trip of repatriation of Italian citizens from East Africa (executed 
then, in consultation with the British government, between May and August 1943). 
Supermarina objected sharply, basing its opposition on various grounds, including the very 
hard experience made in 1941 and that had cost us the loss of the Conte Rosso, Esperia, 
Oceania, Neptunia and Victoria. 


Revealing operational anxieties then incumbent is the exchange of two telephone 
messages between the Comando Supremo and Supermarina, occurred on April 9 after a 
suspension of traffic decided by Tunisian Supermarina the day before on account of a 
violent storm in the Channel of Sicily. 

"From Comando Supremo to Supermarina - Evidenti reasons moral and military 
impose continue every effort to send to Tunisia Germanic units & Italian troops in the order 
previewed & related supplies. “ 

"From Supermarina to Supreme Command - It ensures that every effort will be made 
by this Supermarina to resume traffic with Tunisia as soon as weather conditions improve, 
currently absolutely prohibitive for all ships.“ 

The traffic could be resumed on the 12". 

Finally, remember the meeting between all the authorities responsible for trafficking, 
which took place at the Comando Supremo on April 22, in which he had to take note of the 
criticism - not to say desperate — the situation where there was now to simultaneously 
nourish the traffic with Tunisia , Sicily, Sardinia and Corsica, as he continued from 1940 
with the sector in Greece and the Aegean. 


2. -THE EVENTS OF THE CONVOYS ATTACKED NY THE ENEMY. 
a) Convoys of March. 


Until the the 7" there were no losses. But it was repeatedly attacked by airplanes in 
the night of the 4" the convoy "Caterina Costa“, 
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en route to Bizerte and comprising other two ships and 3 escort ships, but all ships they 
arrived at their destination unharmed having shot down one of the attacking aircraft. 

On the 7" there was the serious loss of an entire convoy of three ships and an escort 
of destroyers. 

The convoy left Naples for Tunis at 02:30 on 6 March, included motor vessels Ines 
Corrado and Balzac (Ger. Former fr.) And SS Estier (Ger. Former Fr.) And TB Groppo (F), 
Cigno, Ardito, Orione and Cascino, all with the same commanders repeatedly cited. The MS 
Ines Corrado should have, separating from the convoy at the end of the crossing, landing in 
Bizerte. 

At 09:15 on March 7, 8 bombers escorted by 14 fighters attacked the convoy by 
repeatedly striking Ines Corrado 22 miles to the east of the Keith reef (34 miles to the west - 
southwest from Marettimo) despite the strong reaction of all ships antiaircraft and the 
intervention of fighters escorting the convoy, but numerically insufficient to cope with the 
large formation of aattackers. On the ship - which was loaded with gasoline in drums, tanks, 
vehicles, artillery, and various materials, for about 5,000 tons - it was soon developed into a 
massive fire, against which it was impossible to fight because it was in most parts damaged 
piping fire. 

The military commander Leut. Ivo Vancini rightly appreciated that the vessel was 
forever lost but that it ran the risk of immediate sinking and consequently provided for the 
orderly transfer of staff present (about 200 men) to the TB Orione, Ardito and Cascino 
remained to assist the Ines Corrado, while the rest of the convoy continued navigation. At 
10:30 they landed last together with the civil commander Reserve. Capt. Vasco Pertosi and 
with 17 other men. 

The wounded were gathered on the TB Cascino who went to Trapani at 11:25 in 
order to assure them as soon as possible the necessary assistance. 

The other two destroyers stayed in the area until sunset, when - after transshipped the 
survivors to the hospital ship Capri which arrives at 17:00 from Trapani - made their way to 
the town arriving there in the night, followed at a distance by the Capri. 

The Ines Corrado sank at the 03:00 of the 8"", enveloped by the flames of gasoline 
that was spilled on the sea around the hull. 
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Meanwhile TB Ciclone, from Bizerte with the task of joining the convoy to guide it 
on the route of security of Zembra island, had arrived towards 12:00. 

But between 12:32 and 13:10 was produced irreparable disaster: at 12:32 the SS 
Estier hit a mine, exploded at 12:45 the SS Balzac hit by several bombs dropped by four 
formations of attacking aircraft in quick succession and at 13:10 lost the stern from another 
mine the TB Ciclone, while at low speed with sonar in operation was approaching the Estier 
to recover the shipwrecked. The torpedo boat remained adrift to collided with another mine 
in continuing to float: at 13:50 and 13:55 were seen, across the water, another mine a few 
meters from the ship. 

The commander of TB Groppo "given the established the presence of a vast 
minefield recently layed by the enemy [on the route of security for Zembra, and for which 
Mariafrica in availability of minesweepers had not yet been able to ascertain the presence] 
renouncing to give assistance to the TB Ciclone "and continued with the Groppo and the 
Cigno for Zembra, where he waited for orders from Supermarina and the required life- 
saving equipment in Bizerte. 

And now we summarize chronologically what was attempted to save TB Ciclone ... 

-between the 05:14 and 14:30 the torpedo boat was abandoned in the highest order 
by the staff (victims of explosions were 15 of the 158 men on board); 

-toward 18:00 arrived on site, sent from Bizerte, Mas 552 and 554 and Ms 13 and 21 
in command, of the Capt. Corv. Luigi Ghittoni, taking in tow boats full of castaways of the 
torpedo boat and the steamships and embarking on those gathered on life rafts, which at 
23:30 landed at Bizerte; 

-at 19:00 Mas 554 (helmsman 2nd class Giuseppe Prati), left at the torpedo boat, 
took on board the commander (Capt. Corv. Luigi Di Paola) with the 9 people who were with 
him; 

-at 00:25 of the 8" the Mas 554, on account of the sea was rising by sirocco wind got 
up in the meantime, was forced to return to Bizerte where he arrived at 07.30; 

-After, at 8:05 Commander Di Paola - transferred to the Ms. 2/ - set sail to reach the 
scene of the accident;; 

-at 10:25 they arrived at the TB Ciclone, TB Groppo and Cigno, who from Zembra 
had made a brief visit to Tunis to carry some injuries from the ships recovered by the Cigno. 
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- The TB Group soon began to tow the TB Ciclone heading for Marettimo with the 
escort of the Cigno, arrived at 11:40 with the MS.2/; 

- the tow cable broke at 12:48, for heavy seas, while Captain Di Paola with his 9 men 
made brave attempts to get into his dying ship and restore the tow, this sank at 13:25. 


The period between the 8" and 31 March was particularly eventful for the great 
activity of enemy aircraft and submarines. Were lost at sea 10 merchant ships, of which 5 
for aerial attack and 5 for submarines, 7 for warships and for various reasons, including a 
fuel oil tanker and two destroyers in shipping service. If these ship lost at sea plus 18 
merchant ships and six military ships lost in port (not to mention 13, landing craft, all sunk 
in ports), you realize that the near massacre suffered in those three weeks our fleet: 41 
important ships and 13 landing craft, the average rate of 2.35 per day. Consider, also 
damaged ships and 12 lost in other theaters of war, they understand the concerns of 
Supermarina. 

We review the events of the eventful period now proposed. 


At 17:30 of the 8" left Naples a convoy made up of the steamers Venezia and Lucera 
(destined for Messina), Rosario (Tkr) and Todi (destined for Palermo), Tkr Devoli (destined 
to Trapani), TB Libra (Capt. Corv. Gustavo Lovatelli (F) and Dezza (Leut. Aldo Cecchi), 5 
German submarine chasers. 

The convoy found the sea so stormy and wind from scirocco that on the evening of 
the 9" had to take shelter in the Gulf of St. Euphemia. The voyage continues on the morning 
of the 10", improved somewhat over time, the Tkr Devoli escorted by the TB Dezza had to 
bear off in Vibo Valentia for engine failure; Venezia and Lucera reached Messina after 
laborious navigation; the other two merchant ships with the Libra and the five chasers went 
to Palermo. 

But at 17:00 the same day of the 10", while the latter group of ships was 4 miles 
northeast of Cape Milazzo, the SS Rosario was hit by a torpedo fired from a submarine, 
whose presence the chaser had not been able to perceive cause of adverse sea conditions. 
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The Libra continued with the Todi and two sub chaser to Palermo, where she arrived 
at 06:05 on the 11". 

The Rosario circled by three sub chaser they recovered the survivors, giving 
prolonged hunt submarines. 

The Devoli left Vibo Valentia at 18:30 of the 10" with the TB Dezza, instead of 
continuing to Trapani, came to Messina to repair the damage; from here he went to Palermo 
on the evening of the 1" arriving on the morning of the 13" 


At 00:30 of the 12" departed Naples for Tunis convoy "D" consists of Ger. SS. 
former Fr. Caraibe and Esterel with the TB Sirio (Capt. Corv. Antonio Cuzzaniti, with the 
Capt. Vasc. Corrado Tagliamonte on board as top commander at sea), Ardito (Capt. Corv. 
Silvio Cavo) and Pegaso (Capt. Corv. Mario De Petris ), Cov Cicogna (Leur. Augusto 
Migliorini). 

At 02:10 of the 12" the TB Ardito had to return to Naples with serious damage to the 
right engine. 

At 14:40 of the 12 she joined the convoy, from Messina with TB Cigno (Capt. 
Corv. Carlo Maccaferri) and Orione (Capt. Corv. Luigi Colavolpe), the Tkr Steropes 
directed to Bizerte"”. Shortly before the escort was reinforced by the Cov. Persefone (Capt. 
Corv. Oreste Tazzari) who, coming from Trapani, was waiting for the convoy with the task 
of carrying out at search and preventive hunting of any lurking submarines (together with 
the Cov. Antilope and 5 Germanic sub chassers), and a little later the TB Cascino (Leut. 
Gustavo Galliano) had aggregate escort, coming from Messina. At 16:10 a third ship, the TB 
Libra, from Palermo, joined the convoy. 

Between 20:40 and 21:20 the convoy was urgently flown over by torpedo aircraft, 
against which all ships repeatedly opened fire. 

At 21:25 the Steropes was hit by a torpedo in the bow on the left, 12 miles west of 
Cape Gallo. The commander Tagliamonte assigned the Pegaso and Cascino to assist 
Steropes, which could reach Palermo at 04:30 on the 13°: 

At 22:15 an aircraft was shot down by fire from the Orione and Persefone 





(1) The Tkr Steropes 10,500 t.s.1. she had been disguised as a freighter, with 
appropriate masking structure smokestack (which was in the stern) and erecting a fake 
smokestack amidships. 
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that continued to fly over the convoy, and the three aviators that made up the crew were 
rescued by the corvette. 

At 22:19 the SS Esterel was struck by a torpedo fired from a submarine: at that 
moment the convoy was six miles to the east of Cape San Vito. The steamer taken in tow by 
the TB Orione and then by two tugs the came out from Trapani and escorted by the Cov. 
Persefone, she went to Trapani at 14:00 on the 13", while the TB Libra remained on site to 
give chase to the submarine sinking it at 01:37 of the 13" it was the British submarine 
Thunderbolt, as it became known after the war. 

After the torpedoing of two merchant ships, the convoy, instead of continuing the 
navigation for Tunis, diverted - per order received — to Trapani where it arrived at 01:00 on 
the 13" that the ships that made it up on arrival in Trapani were the SS Caraibe and TB 
Sirio and Cigno, having been detached from the convoy at 22:55 of the 12" the Cov. 
Cicogna also to give chase to another submarine it detected: the corvette reached Trapani at 
07:00 of the 13". 

On the day of the 13" they streamed to Trapani the other three destroyers, having 
fulfilled their tasks: Libra, Cascino and Pegaso. 

The order of assembly of all ships in Trapani had been caused by the sighting of four 
British destroyers off the coast of northeastern route Bona with high-speed run at 20:18 on 
the 12" by a German reconnaissance plane. 


While the convoy "D" was making the eventful journey described, another convoy 
had left Naples for Bizerte at 07.00 of the 12". It was composed of the MS Roselli and 
Manzoni, escorted by the TB Clio (Capt. Corv. Carlo Brambilla) and Sagittario (Capt. 
Corv. Vittorio Barich). This convoy had been started to Sardinia and at sunset, when it was 
80 miles to the east of the island, had turned south to meet the dawn of the 13" in the 
Sicilian Channel and go along with the previous convoy to Tunisia. 

But around 22:50, four British destroyers already mentioned had collided about 60 
miles to the south - southeast of Cape Carbonara with some of our motor torpedo boats and 
Supermarina - estimating that, if the convoy "Roselli," continued, could have been attacked 
by the destroyer to 01.00 of the 13" - ordered him to reverse course and reach Olbia, 
remaining there awaiting orders: at 09:10 the convoy anchored in the bay of Olbia. 
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The clash cost the British the loss of the DD Lightning and should describe it, 
because it positions itself within the protective device traffic. 

Given the number of ships in motion during the day of the 12" and their importance 
(4 merchant of large tonnage and a precious oil tanker) Supermarina had stationed in 
ambush against enemy ships originating from the west, the German and motor torpedo boats 
and national Mas in four areas: at Cape Serrat; to the east of Galite; 50 miles north of 
Bizerte; 60 miles north of the island Zembra. 


4 CAG, A 4 
; a 











C.Teulada 











After the first sighting by the plane at 20:18 of the 12'" they were received two more: 
one of 20:16 that gave the discovery of a cruiser (or would) 6 miles west of Galite and the 
other at 20:30 which identified four other destroyers in north of Cape Tabarca with route to 
the east. 
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At 20:55 the 3rd squadron of German motor torpedo boats had a fleeting contact 
with 4 DD spotted by the aviation at 20:18 and immediately took a route more or less 
parallel, putting at maximum speed”. 


At 22:10 the destroyers they met in the PT boats of the is squadron and quickly lost 
in the clash at 22:25 the Lightning, in which a man was recovered by a PT boat. 

Immediately after the 22:25 arrived in the 3" squadron, which made contact with the 
three surviving destroyers at 22:55 and had the feeling of having sunk another. 

At 23:20 and at 00:40 the torpedo boats sighted ahead three destroyers - one at 23:20 
and the other two at 00:40 - en route to the west. Probably the three DD that had split into 
two groups, pausing to search for the survivors of the Lightning before sailing away. 

As for the four destroyers sighted north of Cape Tabarca there was no news, but 
since the 02:40 of the 13a group of motor torpedo boats attacked some British 
minesweepers anchored at Zembra setting fire to one, the aircraft sighting had probably 
misunderstood the type of ships discovered. 

The episode is so briefly reported by Roskill in the second volume of his work "The 
War at Sea", "For now quite have a satisfactory amount of surface ships and aircraft to 
monitor the treacherous waters off the coast of Tunis, there we served more submarines for 
patroling. They were instead used in the waters north and west of Sicily and in the front of 
the ports of the continent. Besides the above mentioned losses of submarines, the night took 
place on March 13 that the DD Lightning, belonging to Force Q, sunk by a motor torpedo 
boats during a raid into the Strait of Sicily.” 

Finally, it is appropriate to make a few comments on the cruiser sighted at 20:16: in 
time Supermarina appreciated that she could be the fast minelayer Abdiel proceeding 
towards the Sicilian Channel, with 4 DD ahead, to lay a barrier. 





(1) If we consider the point of 20:55, it is clear that the estimated position of the 
aircraft at 20:18 was severely wrong: in fact exist between the two points 60 miles. 
Admitting that the destroyer march to 30 knots, in 37 minutes they could not travel more 18 
-19 miles, coming so to find ahead to the alleged cruiser sighted at 20:16. 
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When the 20:55 took place the first contact between the DD and the motor torpedo boat, the 
Abdiel - having failed the surprise - she reversed course. Probably it was so, because the 
Roskill first few lines of the track that was reproduced said that the Abdiel at that time was 
involved in the installation of barriers in the waters traversed by our convoys. 


The Roselli - Manzoni convoy was made continue to Bizerte from Olbia at 14:50 on 
the 13", where they arrived without incident at 16:40 on the 14”, 

This convoy was supposed to meet at the point 10 miles east of Banco Skerki with 
the SS Cataibe, he started from Trapani at 22:45 of the 13" with the escort of TB Sirio, 
Cigno, Libra, Pegaso, Orione, Cascino. This abundant escort was proportionate to the needs 
of the precious protective convoy Roselli - Manzoni - Caraibe took place after the meeting, 
in addition to TB Clio and Sagittario. With the task of sweeping in waters less than 300 
meters, they preceded the "Caraibe" convoy from the start the Vas 237 and 232. 

From 01:34 of the 14" this convoy began to be overflown by enemy aircraft until 
between 02:42 and 02:44 they launched three torpedoes the last of which struck the Caraibe, 
while one of the attackers was shot down by the TB Pegaso. 

The ship caught fire immediately and after subsequent explosions, due to the load of 
ammunition she had on board, she sank at 04:35, by which time 63 men were recovered by 
the torpedo boats of about 100 on board. Gathered on the TB Pegaso and Cascino, these 
transported them to Trapani while the other torpedo boats, attacked continuously until 04.00 
by bombers and torpedo bombers, have gathered at 08:15 with a convoy originating from 
Olbia and continue to Bizerte, where - preceded by three minesweepers out from Bizerte to 
dredge during the last stretch of the journey - arrived with the convoy around 17:00 the 
same day of the 14", except Orione and Libra that near Bizerte were sent - in Tunis. 


While the previous convoy was en route to Bizerte was sunk by a submarine at 09:50 
of the 14", six miles west of Capo Gallo, the SS Pegli which was moving from Trapani to 
Palermo on the escort of the Cov. Persefone and Cicogna. Hunting given the submarine was 
unsuccessful. About forty people were on board 
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only 4 were missing, including the commander Res. Capt. Ezio Visconti. 


The rest of the escort ships, arrived in Bizerte with SS Roselli and Manzoni, was 
very short. 

At 21:30 on the 14" off again from Bizerte to Naples, with the MS Catherine Costa 
and with the Ger. SS. Pierre Claude former French, the TB Clio (F) and Sagittario . At 
about 14:00 this convoy gathered at Zembra with another convoy departed from Tunis to 
Naples at 19:30 on the 14"" and composed of the SS Belluno and Fabriano and TB Orione 
(escort commander meeting took place). Shortly after the escort was reinforced by the 
Pegaso from Trapani. 

At 22:00 of the 14" left again from Bizerte to Palermo TB Sirio (F) and Cigno, 
escorting the SS Volta, Teramo and Forli and Tkr Labor and Ethyléne (Ger. Ex Engl.): On 
the first two ships were boarded altogether over 500 prisoners of war. At this convoy she 
met at 05:10 of the 15"" at Zembretta Ger. SS Le Borgne who came from Tunis with the 
escort of the TB Libra. At 12:30 of the 15" the escort was reinforced by the Cov. Persefone 
and Cicogna from Trapani. 

The convoy “Catherine Coast" came to Naples on the morning of the 16", after 
passing without damage of an attack submarine at 20:48 of the 15" about 30 miles south of 
Capri and have rejected the fire aircraft that flew over repeatedly by 21:35 of the 14" 
onwards. 

The convoy "Volta" was not molested by the enemy, but at 18:34 of the 15" the 
tanker Ethylene caught on a fire by spontaneous combustion of gases present in gasoline, 
deposits that were empty. The convoy was now en route to Trapani, where he had been 
ordered to stay at 17:40 a few hours. The Libra began to tow the tanker, replaced At 21:00 
by the tug Tifeo released from Trapani to bring it into port, where it arrived at 01:00 on the 
16". 

The convoy, after stopping in the harbor of Trapani from 01:00 to 04:00 on the 16", 
went on to Palermo where she arrived at 12:15 of the 16", for resupply of the torpedo boats 
fuel oil and some of the food the Teramo loaded with prisoners. 

Refueled, the convoy went to Naples at 16:17 leaving at Palermo Volta and Labor, 
Persefone and Cicogna, and joining the two former French SS. Potenza and Ferrara. 
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So the convoy -in new composition Teramo - Forli - Potenza - Ferrara - Le Borgne 
with the escort of the Sirio - Cigno - Libra - began the last phase of the crossing, which was 
lucky because at 12:20 on the 17" the SS Forli was hit by a torpedo fired from a submarine 
18 miles south of Capri, sinking in a few minutes. The attack appeared to surprise, because 
the only torpedo boat equipped with sonar was the Cigno that was found on the opposite 
side to that from which the submarine had attacked. While the Libra recuperating the 16 
survivors of the 26 men making up the crew of the Forli, the other two torpedo boats gave 
chase and damage to submarine definitely, because they saw emerge a significant amount of 
oil. 

At 16:30 the convoy entered the port of Naples. 


Meanwhile she had left Taranto for Bizerte to 02:30 of the 17" the convoy formed 
by MS Marco Foscarini and Nicolo Tommaseo, escorted by the DD Lubiana (Capt. Frig. 
Luigi Caneschi, (F) and the TB Antares (Capt. Corv. Maurizio Ciccone) and Tifone (Capt. 
Corv. Stefano Baccarini), in addition to Vas.221 

Attacked unsuccessfully, on several occasions, between 13:30 and 14:30 off Punta 
Stilo, 12 torpedo planes of which three were shot down by German fighters escort, arrived in 
the harbor at Messina at 19:00 departing for Bizerte after three hours of rest. Four British 
airmen were recovered by the Vas. 221 

Departing from Messina (where remained the Vas 22/) escort was reinforced by DD 
Lampo (Capt. Corv. Loris Albanian) and the TB Cassiopeia (Capt. Corv. Virginio Nasta) 
and Perseo (Capt. Corv. Saverio Marotta). 

At 14.00 of the 18" departed the convoy the DD Lubiana, to Naples to join the 
escort of SS Foggia departing the 19"" to Susa, and TB Tifone as well directed to Naples for 
similar mission with another convoy departing the morning of the 21°. 

The convoy - reduced to the two motorships and three escort ships Lampo, 
Cassiopea and Antares - continuing for Bizerte, but during the night on the 19" the Lampo 
for serious damage to the engine had to be taken in tow by the Cassiopea that she brought to 
Naples, where she arrived (with the escort of the DD Gioberti commanded by Capt. Frig. 
Pietro Tona) at 02:50 of the 20". 

The two motorships, remained with only the Antares for escort, were diverted to 
Trapani which they reached at 11:20 of the 19". Hence departed 
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at 04:30 with TB Fortunale (Capt. Corv. Castelli della Vinca (F), Sagittario (Capt. Corv. 
Barich) and Antares. 

Around noon of the same day 20 the convoy suffered a heavy air attack led by 21 
"Liberators" escorted by 25 “Lightnings”. All ships came out unscathed from the attack and 
reached Biserta without incident at about 19:00 

Of the attacking aircraft, one was shot down by the Antares and another from 
German fighter escort which in turn lost a aircraft, whose staff was sought in vain from the 
sea by the TB Sagittario arrived from Bizerte four hours after the other ships. 

As they unfold the story of these convoys moving between 15 and 20 March, she 
was lost after noon on the 17" the tanker Devoti. 

Arrived in Palermo - as we have seen - on the morning of 13 March, there had been 
up to 06:25 of the 17", when she departed for Trapani along with the Tkr Velino and 
corvettes Persefone (F), Antilope and Cicogna. 

At 10:58 the Tkr Devoli was hit in the bow and stern by torpedoes fired from a 
submarine, six miles by 245° from the Sicilian Cape San Vito. She sank to 13:00, after 
remaining afloat upside down until that time. The corvette proceeded to save the staff and 
give chase to the submarine, then on Trapani with only the Velino. 

The submarine, which had also launched three torpedoes against the Cov Cicogna - 
without hitting - and this was giving chase, was certainly damaged. 


To 02:30 on March 21 left Bizerte to return to Naples the MS Roselli and Manzoni, 
escorted by TB Fortunale (carrying Capt. Frig. Antonio Monaco di Longano commander 
aboard of the (F), Antares (Capt. Corv. Maurizio Ciccone) and Sagittario (Leut. Alessandro 
Senzi). 

The MS Manzoni, for frequent failures of thr engine apparatus, had to stop several 
times during the day of the 21“, so he ended up distancing about 25 miles from Roselli that 
went with Fortunale, while Antares Sagittario and remained with her to give protection and 
assistance . 

From 23:15 on the 21“ to 01:00 of the 22"! from the group Manzoni - Antares - 
Sagittario were sighted astern at intervals a series of 8 flares at a great distance. The group 
was now in sight of the Capri lighthouse 
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and in the night the full moon was shining; 01:45 of the 22"! was appended to a group that 
Mas was in those waters in anti-submarine patrols. 

Shortly after a torpedo plane, spotted at the last moment by the Sagittario , launched 
a torpedo that hit the aft the MS Manzoni about 2 miles southwest of Punta Carena 
(southwestern tip of Capri). 

The two destroyers could not maintain themselves near the torpedoed ship because 
continued air strikes by throwing bombs which advised them to move inshore north of Capri 
where they were no longer attacked. The motor ship sank at 03:05 — of the 22" and the 
torpedo boats returned to the scene of the accident at 03:40, contributing to the rescue of the 
survivors that had already been started by Mas and a patrol boat which arrived. 

Once all the search and recovered 119 survivors of 125 men present on Manzoni, the 
two torpedo boats reached Naples to 08:00. The Roselli there had already arrived with TB 
Fortunale to 01:00. 


Particularly unfortunate was the convoy made up of the motor ships Ombrina and 
Monti, loaded with ammunition and fuel, escorted by TB Libra (FP), Tifone and Perseo under 
the same commanders already mentioned. 

The convoy had left Naples for Bizerte at 05:30 on 21 March. The navigation took 
place without major incident until just after noon on the 22"", when the convoy - also 
escorted by 12 German fighters — it was located at the island of Plane ob the safety route of 
Bizerte. 

But at 13.45 MS Ombrina was rocked by an explosion at the aft of the holds, 
probably due to a mine magnetic. She stopped and, under the protection of TB Perseo was 
able to restart at 14:25 in command of the military commander Leut. Enrico Rosselli who 
was left with 26 men on board including seven officers, while the master of the ship with the 
rest of the staff had left it in the belief that it was imminent sinking. The Ombrina reached 
Bizerte around 17:00, escorted by the Perseo which had been joined by the Tifone . 

Shortly after the accident occurred on the Ombrina, around 14:00 appeared an air 
formation of a dozen bombers escorted by numerous Lightnings who attacked the convoy, 
failing 
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the Ombrina that was still stopped but hitting the Monti which sank at 15:15 at 18 miles 
from Bizerte due to the fire and the explosion of the cargo. 

The German fighters sighted only the formation of Lightnings, with whom they 
engaged in combat shooting down one and losing themselves a Me. 109. 

Two bombers were shot, and probably shot down by the gunner of MS Monti. 

The Libra, later recovered the 102 survivors of 143 men boarded the Monti, with the 
help of minesweepers, who were on site after completing the dredging the depths the 
security of the convoy, she entered Bizerte at 18:10, of the Wha 

The Ombrina succumbed in turn shortly after at 14.00 of the 24", while it was still 
under unloading in the arsenal of Bizerte - where had come to repair the damage suffered in 
the explosion of the mine - as a result of an air raid the hit by exploding ammunition that 
was not finished unloading. 


On the evening of the 22™" at 22:00, she departed Tunis for the Trapani the Ger.SS 
Bernadette former French., who had been damaged during an air raid on the port. The tug 
was towing the Ger. Tenax and escorting her the Ger. Mz. 478, 479, 482 and 483. The 
convoy was attacked by an air formation at 23:40 of the 23" off Trapani and an aircraft 
torpedo struck the tug which sank. The ship was taken in tow and brought to Trapani, where 
she arrived at 07:30 on the 24", by another tug immediately came out of that base. 

On the same day of the 23" was sunk by a submarine at 14:20 the Tkr. Zeila, which - 
departed from Taranto with SS Artiglio and with the TB Bassini (Leut. Beniamino Mancuso 
(F) and Mosto (Leut. Mario Trisolini) - she was directed to Messina and had to be fed into 
the traffic with Tunisia. At the time of the attack the convoy was off Cape Spartivento 
Calabro. 


Of the 7 convoys moving on the routes of Tunisia during the last week of March, 
they were attached two, a third lost a ship on a mine and another suffered serious losses for a 
navigation accident. 

The first convoy attacked on the 24" from a submarine 40 miles west of Marettimo 
was to consist of the MS Tommaseo and Saluzzo, who had left Bizerte with the escort of TB 
Libra (F) 
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Perseo and Tifone. Two torpedoes launched by the submarine against MS Saluzzo, it was 
avoided with the maneuver. 

The second convoy attacked, it was repeatedly between 30 March and | April by 
planes and motor torpedo boats, and none of the three merchant ships that constituted it 
arrived at their destination. 

The convoy - which had characteristic 'GG' - comprise by the SS former French. 
Nuoro, Crema and Benevento and the escort was composed of TB Cigno (Capt. Corv. 
Maccaferri, with the Capt. Francesco Camicia on board as overall commander), Cassiopeia 
(Capt. Corv. Virginio Nasta) and Clio (Capt. Corv . Brambilla) and two Csmg 2203 and 
2210 (German). 

Departing Naples for Bizerte at 19:30 on March 29, included the departure also the 
SS Chieti started from Palermo with the escort of the Cov. Cicogna (Leut. Migliorini), who 
had joined the convoy at 16:00 of the 30" coming from Trapani and that left the steamer at 
Palermo at 23:35 reaching again the convoy at 06:40, of the 31°. 

The convoy stopped in the harbor of Trapani from 01:45 to 03:00 of the 31" to await 
the Benevento, which had departed from Naples late for minor faults and reached the convoy 
escorted by the Clio and Csmg 2207 at 06:30 of the 31“ off Trapani route for Bizerte. 

The two ships Benevento and Clio avoided with prompt maneuvers two torpedoes 
fired from a submarine at 14:43 of the 30", when they were about 50 miles north of Ustica. 

The meeting took place on the morning of the 31", the convoy continued with the 
three steamers Nuoro, Crema, Benevento and with the escort ships Cigno, Cassiopeia, and 
Clio 3 Germanic subchasers, protected by numerous air escort. 

From 13:52 to 16:00 the convoy was persistently attacked by the air forces, as reads 
the report of the commander Camicia: 

"At 13:52 [as the convoy was 10 miles to the east of Banco Skerki] was attacked by 
eight twin-engine type 'Hudson' from at height of 2500 to 3000 meters accompanied by 4 or 
5 fighters type" Lightning ". The launch of the bombs is centered but with negative results. 
The reaction of the gunner of the escort and steamers was timely and nourished ... There are 
aircraft hit; fighters and national allies have not had contact with enemy aircraft [because 
they were at a low altitude at the time of the attack] ... 
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"At 14:24 sighted the TB Cosenz (Capt. Corv. Emanuele Campagnoli) sent from 
Bizerte to pilot on the route of Zembretta. (1) 

"At 15:57, as the convoy was already in line ahead obliged to pass on the route of 
Zembretta was attacked by three successive waves of aircraft. 

" The First wave of eight twin-engine fighter with Hudson “P .38" dropped from 
about 2,500 meters several bombs without success. 

"The second wave consists of 8 bombers and 4 torpedo bombers, all coming from 
the west in the direction of the sun (the starboard side of the convoy); They are dropped 
several bombs and torpedoes without success. 

"The third wave, in the aftermath, including 6 bombers and 5 torpedo bombers 
attacking from both sides of the formation ... A torpedo hit on the left side of the SS Nuoro, 
on which there is a fire. 

"... They are two planes shot down by the fire from the ships ... German fighters 
strikes a four but lost two fighters... " 

To assist the SS Nuoro, which exploded at 16:34, was the Cov. Cicogna, which - 
recovered 44 survivors some injured, she brought them to Trapani, where she arrived at 
02:15 on 1 April. Another 50 survivors were recovered from other smaller ships, having the 
Cicogna suspended rescue operations because she was drifting, due to the strong wind, 
towards a mined area. 

At about 01:00 on April 1“, while the convoy was three miles south - southwest of 
the island of Cani 10 miles from Bizerte, they were suddenly torpedoed the Crema and the 
Benevento some motor torpedo boats that were still lurking and departed immediately after 
high-speed, disappearing into the darkness, after a brief confused melee with Cassiopeia and 
with Csmg 2203 that were on the starboard side of the steamboats, the side on which they 
had expressed an attack. 

The Crema sank, while the Benevento could reach the nearby Tunisian coast ran 
aground at Cape Zebib, where she was then discharged without being able to be refloated, 
but was considered lost. 





(1) This was not correct: the TB Cosenz had left Naples at 16:30 of the 29" with the 
convoy "RR" (see Appendix 1) and 11:25 of the 31" had been sent by the escort comander 
(Capt. Frig. A. Monaco di Longano, embarked on the TB Fortunale) to reinforce the escort 
of convoy 'GG' which followed about 40 miles away. 
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The convoy that lost a steamer to hitting a mine was composed of the Ger. SS. K.7.5, 
K.T.6, K.T. 13, which had left Palermo for Tunis unescorted at 08:40 on the 30" March. 
Hampered by bad weather, the small steamers (These vessels were only of 850 GRT, but 
quite fast and well armed) they stopped in Trapani for a day and a half, then on Tunis on the 
morning of 1 April. About eight hours after departure from Trapani, at 16.40, the KT /3 ran 
into a mine enemy and sank with 19 dead, including the captain, of the 64 men aboard. 


The convoy, now partially destination for navigation accident, was made up of 
former French SS. Bivona (Tkr), Charles Le Borgne and Aquila and SS Giacomo C. 

They had left Naples at 18:00 on March 29", with hallmark 'SS' and had been 
overtaken by the convoy 'GG' at 10:00, of the 30". They was escorted at the departure from 
the DD Lubiana (Capt. Frig. L. Caneschi (F), the TB Tifone (Capt . Corv. Stefano 
Baccarini) and Dezza (Leut. Aldo Cecchi) and the two Ger. Csmg 2205 and 2208. 

At 17:50 of the 30" the SS Giacomo C ., which could not sustain the speed of the 
convoy, it was started to Palermo where she arrived at 00:20 on the 31" together with the 
TB Dezza posted to protect her. 

The navigation of the convoy, reduced to 3 steamers and 4 escort, took place without 
incident — landing at Ras Mustafa - to the height of Cape Bon. Just past Cape Bon, at 20:45 
on 31 March, commander Caneschi ordered ships (which in the stretch Ras Mustafa - Cape 
Bon had been arranged by him in line ahead) to get in line in front of the succession, from 
offshore to the coast: A Csmg - Bivona - Le Borgne - Aquila - a Csmg, with Tifone headed to 
Bivona, while the Lubiana preceded the formation of approximately 2000 meters by 400 
from the bow to the left (towards land) by the Tifone . 

Visibility was poor with fresh wind rising from the northwest. It was however the 
only visible light lit - at Zembretta - on which the Lubiana tried to smooth navigating with 
subsequent discoveries. Suddenly, at 21:42 a strong quake rattled the hull of the destroyer 
who found himself stranded in Ras Ahmer 8 miles west of Cape Bon, resulting in lack of 
electricity failures produced in the area of the Dynamos. 

"[ have no possibility of communication with the convoy that follows - wrote the 
commander Caneschi - and only when TB Tifone 
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passes me shouting with the megaphone can I communicate to pull over to the right and to 
continue the mission. The SS Bivona is stopped at my sideways to the left, while the 
Charles Le Borgne (German), not understanding as the scream, it runs aground eighty 
meters on the right and being hit slightly aft left by a another ship [the Aquila]. " 

For her part, TB Tifone continued, putting 200 on the starboard, followed by the 
Bivona, losing sight of the two ships that did not respond to his calls to be made with the 
light signal, and therefore continued in the direction proves dangerous with the result of the 
stopping of the Le Borgne and Aquila bump against its stern, which occurred while the 
Aquila was maneuvering to avoid her. 

The Tifone lingered with the Bivona, putting at minimum speed until 22:30 waiting 
for the other two vessels. At 22:30, commander Baccarini, seeing the occurrence of the 
Aquila, resumed navigation to Bizerte without knowing what had happened to Le Borgne, 
who saw fit to wait further into treacherous waters. 

The Aquila produced by bumping the Le Borgne, a gash that forced him to bow 
aground-not to get to the bottom - near Cape Zebib shortly after 08:00 on 1 April. 

The Tifone, leaving one of the subchaser at the Aquila, continued with the Bivona to 
Bizerte reaching around 10:00. 

To give assistance to the two ships stranded eight miles to the west of Cape Bon 
(Lubiana and Le Borgne) arrived around midnight on the 31“ the TB Sagittario (Leut A. 
Senzi), who, after leaving the convoy “RR" before Tunis with whom had left Naples, he had 
been sent to reinforce the convoy's “SS” escort, without being able to promptly meet due to 
difficulties with radio links, the Lubiana and the poor visibility. But the sea, has become 
high, prevented her from carrying out fruitful work. The crews of the two stranded ships 
could land on the coast with small boats and with the help of a arriving trawler. 

The calming of the sea, part of the cargo of the Aquila and the Le Borgne could be 
recovered. 

For the serious incident a severe judgment was expressed on the way as the escort 
commander led the navigation, with adverse weather and poor visibility, particularly 
difficult in that stretch of the coast of Tunisia. 
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As for motor-sailing vessels, the only one started for Tunisia starting from Trapani to 
Bizerte during March did not reached her destination. It was the Lina who disappeared 
without a trace in the night on March 5 in the area of Pantelleria, likely to impact against a 
drifting mine. 


b) Convoys of April. 

In April was the final fate of our presence in North Africa, through the fierce 
resistance of the troops Italian - German the enemy now decidedly preponderant for 
technical equipment and through the last, and most serious, endless stream of loses at sea . 

In April, they were lost on the route of death 23 merchant ships and 15 military 
ships, including three destroyers in transport service (in addition to the Lubiana ) and two 
torpedo boats. Another 17 merchant ships and 14 warships went to the bottom in port. In 
total 69 important vessels, to which must be added, 3 motorships (of which only one at sea): 
general total 100 ships, the average of 3.33 per day. 

In other theaters of war were lost 12 merchant vessels and 14 motor-sailing vessels. 
It is clear that it was no longer possible to extend more than a few weeks the war effort to 
keep the foothold in Tunisia. 


The first convoy of three ships, the departed 1“ April from Trapani to Tunis, lost the 
Ger. SS. K.T. 13 (as already mentioned), on a mine. 

Five days later, on April 6, they were sunk in the waters of Cape Zebib the two 
former French SS. Rovereto and San Diego constituting a convoy left Naples for Bizerte at 
03:20 of the 5" together with former French SS. Carbet (intended for Trapani) and Caserta 
(back in port after the start to failure of the rudder beyond repair with on-board resources). 
They were accompanying by the TB Perseo (Capt. Corv. Xavier Marotta, carrying Capt. 
Frig. Ernesto Pellegrini superior commander), Orione (Capt. Corv. Colavolpe), Pallade 
(Capt. Corv. Antonio Reach), Libra (Capt. Corv. Lovatelli), to which were added at 16:15 
the same day of the 6", from Messina DD Riboty (Leut. Nicola Ferrone) and TB Clio (Capt. 
Corv. Brambilla). 

The navigation took place regularly until in sight of the island Zembra. From 02:30 
of the 6" the convoy was reduced to two steamships and five escort, because at that time the 
Carbet headed for Trapani escorted by the Riboty arriving there at 09:30. 
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Shortly after the turn of the convoy route security Zembra while TB Cosenz (Leut. 
Senzi), out of Bizerte, was about to rejoin the convoy in order to act as pilot, manifested an 
attack 18 bombers: none of numerous bombs dropped hit, while the German fighter 
protection shot down into the sea one during the fighting they engaged with the attackers. It 
was 09:25. 

At 11:10 a second attack other 18 bombers got nowhere, although "German fighters, 
repeatedly called by the Perseo , they could not reach the sky because of the convoy 
engaged in fighting near Tunis and Bizerte.” 

At 17:17 started the third air strike, which was fatal to the steamers. "At 17:17, at 
Cape Zebib - as told by Commander Pellegrini - just after the last turn to Bizerte, an enemy 
formation composed of 22 four-engine attack the convoy from an altitude of 3,000 normal 
route with our director of travel. The second salvo the Rovereto is a direct hit and explodes; 
San Diego hit by a bomb in the bow catches fired. While the Clio and Cosenz seek any of 
the castaways of the Rovereto, Orione has sent me to ask Bizerte for means of rescue, I 
approach with the Perseo , Pallas and Libra the San Diego to investigate the possibility of 
tow stern. But I must desist from any attempt to tow it, having set fire to the fuel load in the 
hold, begin immediately to explode the ammunition loaded forward of the bridge. 
Recovered the crew of the San Diego, throwing himself into the sea, at 19:15. I leave the 
with the torpedo boats from the steamer. It explodes at 19:27. Six fighters of the escort the 
convoy attempted to intercept attacking aircraft, but they could not get any concrete results. 

About 242 men, a total embarked on two steamers, there were 99 survivors almost 
all from the San Diego. 

The five torpedo boats entered Bizerte, with survivors aboard, between 20:10 and 
21:35, of the 6". 


9 


On April 8, she sank for hitting a mine 10 miles after departure from Sousse to 
Trapani former French SS. Foggia. 

On the Malas at 04:30, he left Naples to Tunis with former French SS Fabriano the 
Caserta, who had repaired the damage at the helm. Escorting the two steamers the TB 
Aretusa (carrying Capt. Frig. Pius Valdambrini, superior commander) and the Groppo. 
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At 18:30 of the same day of the 11" she joined the convoy in the vicinity of Ustica 
the MS Carbonello escorted by the Cov, Driade hp (Leut. Oscar Gran, who came from 
Messina) (1). 

At 19:45 the SS Fabriano, a result of damage to the engines fuel oil pump, was 
diverted to Palermo with the escort of the Driade. 

At 20:30 also other ships in the convoy were diverted to Palermo by the 
Supermarina, following the sighting at La Galite of 4 enemy destroyers headed for the 
Sicilian Channel at high speed. 

At 23:05 the SS Fabriano (which had a fuel load) was sunk by torpedo planes 6 
miles for 350° from Cape Gallo, and the Driade recovered 91 survivors of the 105 men on 
board. 

After stopping in the port of Palermo from 01:00 of the 12" to 11:30 am of the 13", 
they took to the sea the Caserta with Aretusa and the Groppo, while the Carbonello 
remained moored for failures that occurred. 

At 22:23 the Aretusa was struck in the middle by a bomb dropped from a plane 
isolated, the attacker hit in flight with one engine off while the convoy was in the waters of 
Levanzo. The Caserta, after having fired at the aircraft away, approached Levanzo to be less 
visible in the case of new attacks from above, but ran aground, then she managed to get free 
and enter Trapani the morning of the 16", with the help of two tugs. 

The Aretusa, following the serious damage done, was carried by the wind drift and 
eventually also to ground on the northern coast of Favignana at 00:50 of the 14". However 
the stranding caused no harmful for impact, because she could drop promptly to the bottom 
an anchored and TB Groppo she was going to take her in tow. 

With the help of tugboats, promptly arrived from Trapani, the Aretusa sailed into the 
harbor at 20:40 the same day of the 14", 


On the 15" she was attacked six times by isolated aircraft, that it flew insistently, the 
convoy consisting of MS Foscarini and 4 destroyers escort. The attacks took place between 
00:53 and 





(1) From Messina were left at 04:50 of the 11°, together with Carbonello and 
Driade, even the tug Salvatore I and Cov. Gazzella headed to La Maddalena where the 
Salvatore I had intended to tow to La Spezia the CA Gorizia seriously damaged day before 
during an air strike, which had caused the sinking of the CA Trieste, the Salvatore I and the 
Gazzella went to La Maddalena, separating from the Carbonello and Driade. 
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05:43: the first attack on the ship was killed by machine gun bursts of a German soldier. The 
latest attack a torpedo passed just meters bow to the boat. The escort commander (Capt. 
Frig. Marco Notarbartolo on the TB Sagittario ) reported that the dark night with low clouds 
probably helped to prevent attacks of mass aerial formations. 


In the early hours of the 16" came a night fight between the TB Cigno (Capt. Corv. 
C. Maccaferri) and Cassiopeia (Capt. Corv. V. Nasta) and the two British DDs Pakenham 
and Paladin (maps No. 23 and 24). 

At 16.05 of 14 had left Leghorn live in Trapani, and then go to Tunis, the MS 
Belluno escorted by the TB Tifone (Capt. Corv. S. Baccarini). At 12:35 of the 15" she had 
joined the convoy, 90 miles north of Marettimo, to reinforce the escort ship, the TB Climene 
(Capt. Corv. M. Colussi) that was sailing from Palermo. 

The three ships they stopped in the harbor of Trapani from 20.00 of the 15" to 01:00 
on the 16" and then sailed direct to Tunis, in line ahead in succession TJifone -Belluno - 
Climene. The convoy to the resumption of navigation was preceded about 5 miles away by 
the two TB Cigno and Cassiopeia with the task to discover and thwart any ambushes of 
motor torpedo boats or other light ships. 

At 02:38 of the 16" the TB Cigno and Cassiopeia they sighted to the south-west 
route north with two ships, while they were about 15 miles west - southwest of Cape 
Lilibeo. The night was clear with the first quarter moon, in the dusk. 

The two torpedo boats immediately put the bow on the ships spotted and prepared 
for combat, while the Cigno , in doubt that they were national units, was at 02:45 the signal 
recognition. He received no answer, but said that while a ship (Pakenham) was still 
approaching rapidly, the other (Paladin) turned to the north with the intention of wrapping 
the two torpedo boats and put them between two fires. 

At 02:48 the two torpedo boats opened fire: the Cigno targeting the Pakenham, and 
Cassiopeia (who meanwhile had pulled to the north) the Paladin (1). 





(1) The two British destroyers were the standard displacement of about 1,650 tons 
and had a powerful anti-aircraft weaponry with 4 pieces of 102 mm and numerous machine 
guns 40 mm, for use - of course - also against naval targets. 
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The Cigno hit by the first salvo, but was in turn hit by at least one shell that exploded 
in the forward boiler, just aft of the bridge, while the projectiles shrapnel of machine gun 
and mowing down the staff. A large cloud of smoke and steam immediately enveloped the 
central part of the torpedo boat, "preventing not only in the strongest terms the external 
vision [the bridge], but also making it very difficult moving from one point to another; the 
engines had stopped and the rudder did not govern anymore.“ 

However, the Cigno continued to fire and launched torpedoes, until 03:00 was hit by 
a torpedo in the center of the hull and disappeared shortly after broken in two, while other 
shells were falling on the vessel increasing devastation. "I remember - wrote commander 
Maccaferri - that the forward 100 piece directed by the deputy gunner Tullio Botteon 
stopped the fire only when we were under water.“ 

The commander, who had risen against the dashboard in the vain hope of seeing 
something being higher up, found himself in the water when the ship succumbed unhurt and 
was able to be among the survivors (the missing were 103 out of 150 persons on board). 

Meanwhile, the Cassiopeia was committed against the Paladin and — with the Cigno 
disappeared - found himself under fire from two destroyers. 

At 03:02 the Cassiopeia also began to get shots on board, but persisted in route 
converged with that of the Paladin throwing at 03:06 a torpedo, which struck him, and 
continuing to focus intensively. 

At 03:08 the Paladin, who had the spot light on, turned it off and stopped the shot. 
Then the Cassiopeia turned its weapons against the other destroyer, which itself ceased to 
shoot at 03:15 turned off the spot light and behaving in a manner perfectly analogous to the 
Paladin. 

Meanwhile on the Cassiopeia they had developed two fires: one at the stern and the 
other in the bow. The first could be put out towards 03:45, but the second continued to flare 
up dying at 05:00 for exhaustion of flammable material. 

The torpedo boat remained drifting, crush listing, with many dead and wounded on 
board, could be taken in tow at 07:30 by the Climene and reach Trapani at 14:30 with the 
help of the tug Tifeo which Climene, remaining to escort, had passed the tow at 10:45. 
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As the convoy, it, by order of the Tifone , reversed course at a time when he saw the 
bow ward the flashes of combat: the Tifone found himself in a queue, ready to cover the 
ship in case of attack. At 04:25 the convoy anchored again in front of Trapani, waiting for 
orders. At 05:45, on the orders of Supermarina, Belluno and Tifone they departed for Tunis, 
where they arrived at 17:15 of the 16", while the Climene was detached to the rescue of the 
Cassiopea. 

At 14:25 the convoy was met by the TB Libra, output from Bizerte to pilot on the 
routes to safety. Shortly after the ships were flown over by a aerial convoy of 70 transport 
aircraft, and at 15:42 another aerial convoy was flying past him a few miles closer to the 
coast when she was attacked by a group of Spitfires which shot down four S. 82 loosing a 
Spitfire. The Libra, leaving the convoy, recovered 70 shipwrecked from the Italian aircraft 
shot down and the English pilot. 


As for the DDs Pakenham and Paladin during the clash the first had 4 shots hit that 
caused fires. After the battle, the Paladin was taken in tow to 04:30 the Pakenham was left 
immobilized. At about 06:30, after which the two units - proceeding at 5 knots to Malta - 
were also attacked by aircraft, the Command of Malta ordered Paladin to sink the 
Pakenham, judging that the distance from Malta was too large to maintain continuity fighter 
protection on the two ships that would, took no less than 27 hours to reach the base. The 
Paladin, \eft the tow and taken on board the crew, sank the Pakenham with a torpedo the 11 
miles southwest of Cape Granitola (20 miles south of Marsala). 


Between the 17" and the 19" were lost 4 merchant ships: MS Monginevro, the SS 
Capua, the SS Mostagamen on the path to Bizerte - Palermo and the Tkr Bivona on the 
reverse path, while an air strike of the 18" against the convoy KT 5-KT7 en route to Tunis 
did not produce damage. 


The MS Monginevro had left Bizerte to Naples at 21:30 in the 16" in convoy with 
former French Tkr Tarn; the escort was made up of TB Sagittario (Capt. Corv. Antonio 
Cordero di Montezemolo, carrying Capt. Frig. Marco Notarbartolo), Groppo and Perseo. 
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Shortly after midnight, when the convoy was still on the routes and safety was in the 
waters of Zembretta, it began to be flown over by enemy scouts. At 02:08 on the 17" a few 
miles north of Zembretta by the Sagittario , which was leading the convoy, he was spotted a 
dark shape, against which the three torpedo boats opened fire immediately. Shortly after it 
appeared the other two: it was soon realized that it was a PT boats, which moved away 
chased by the shot, disguised with smoke not after having launched torpedoes, one of which 
struck the Monginevro aft at 02:10. 

To assist the Monginevro, which sank at 03:40 have had no casualties, was the TB 
Perseo , after possessions in towed for about an hour, was forced to abandon her in the 
imminence of sinking. 

The rest of the convoy continued and was attacked by 4 torpedo planes at 02:29. The 
four torpedoes passed in pairs in the two ranges between the three remaining ships being 
formed: Sagittario , Tarn, Groppo. At 02:43 a barrage of bombs fell bow to starboard on the 
Tkr Tarn, without the attacking aircraft being heard or seen. 

The convoy reached Naples without incident at 06:45 of the 18", 


The SS Capua was lost to spontaneous fire, resulting in explosion of flammable 
material contained in the creeks of the stern. The ship was moving, empty, in the night on 
the 17", from Trapani to Palermo to be loaded. The event took place in the waters of the 
Gulf of Castellammare and the Capua sank around midday of the 17", after vain attempts to 
put out the huge fire caused by the explosion. 


In the night on the 20" occurred a action between our two motor torpedo boats - 
MS.22 (Leut. Mezzadra Franco) and MS.25 (Second Lieutenant. Antonio Scialdone) and two 
British motor torpedo boats. 

Our two motor torpedo boats had come from Bizerte at 20:30 of the 19" for distance 
protection of the traffic, to catch any ship directed from Bona to the Sicilian Channel. 

They were zigzagging to the north of Cape Blanc, when at 02:10 spotted two enemy 
motor torpedo boats en route to the east; immediately attacked opening fire at 02:12, 
immediately countered by enemy motor torpedo boats. The fight lasted, with brief intervals, 
until 02:40, when Ms 22 and 25 ceased the chase 
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enemy ships that retreated towards northwest at a speed, which proved greater than that 
which our own could develop. 

It appreciated that one of the British motor torpedo boats must have suffered 
considerable damage, because at 02:30 cease fire and began to maneuver away, protected by 
the other PT boat that goes with the cover of smoke reacting to the shooting of our ships. 
These reported little damage superficial. 

Another fight like that had the same two motor torpedo boats together with Mas 552 
in the night on the 26", but on this occasion the enemy motor torpedo boats were 
immediately fled escaping the attack of ours. 


The Mostagamen had left Bizerte with the TB Tifone 04.00 of the 18". When she 
was 20 miles for 290° from Levanzo was attacked by a formation of bombers and torpedo 
planes, and the steamer sank hit by a torpedo at 01:30 of the 19", 


The Bivona departed from Palermo at 08:50 on the 18" escorted by three German 
submarine chasers and 2 Vas. Came the convoy three miles northwest of Cape Gallo, a 
submarine with a torpedo hit one of the submarine chaser sinking her. Then the convoy had 
reversed the route, returning to Palermo but leaving behind the two Vas to give chase to the 
submarine. Departing again at 09:00 on the 19", a torpedo of another submarine (or the 
same, that she could have moved in the meantime) sank the Bivona 20 miles for 347° from 
Trapani. 


The day of the 21“ were lost other two ships: the German SS KT7 and MS Foscarini 
II, while on the 20" the MS Belluno escorted by the TB Orione was out unharmed from an 
air attack. 

The K.T. 7 had departed from Tunis to Trapani at 15:20 of the 20" together with the 
twin KT 5. 

The two ships began to be followed by enemy aircraft at 21:00, which attacked the 
unsuccessful at 21:18 about 20 miles to the southwest from Marettimo. At 01.30 on the 21“ 
an isolated aircraft that attacked was shot down, while in the meantime they -who were 
spaced about 3000 meters, being the KT 7 distant from the KT5 who was leading — they 
were ten miles north-northwest of Marettimo to enter the security route in the northern 
sector of Trapani. 
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At 01:50 the K.T. 5 saw the K.T. 7 aft to start a fight and immediately headed for 
Marettimo get under - protection of the batteries. The K.7. 7 had been attacked by three 
destroyers, that in a quarter of an hour put him in condition of sinking. 

The K.T. 5 arrived in Trapani, after stopping at anchor up under Marettimo at 09:30, 
to 11:50. 

Out of 49 people on board the K.T. 7, only 12 were survivors, also on account of the 
heavy sea. The ship sank at 02:10 28 miles for 290° degrees from Trapani. 


The MS Foscarini IT, started from Bizerte to Naples at 04:30 of the 21° with the 
escort of the TB Ardimentoso (Capt. Corv. Domenico Ravera (F) and Libra (Capt. Corv. 
Gustavo Lovatelli), was sunk by a submarine with two torpedoes at 12:18 of the 21° 28 
miles for 270° from Marettimo. Despite the rough seas, the two torpedo boats were able to 
recover the 53 castaways of about 60 people on board. 

The Libra gave intense submarine hunt, which was certainly damaged because 
surfaced a patch of oil. 


On the night of the 24" was lost the ex French SS Aquino and shortly after dawn the 
same day sank the SS Galiola. 

The Aquino had left Livorno to Tunis at 20:45 on the 22" escorted by the DD 
Mitragliere (Capt. Vasc. Giuseppe Marini). At the height of Ponza, to 08:00 on the 23" the 
destroyer had entrusted the escort to the TB Groppo (Capt. Corv. B. Farina), output from 
Pozzuoli, returning to the starting point. 

The Aquino - Groppo convoy went to Tunis to the remarkable speed of 17 knots. 

At 17:15, when it was 34 miles to the northwest of Marettimo, the ship was hit by 
three bombs dropped by a formation of 16 Liberators, who earlier had been spotted. 

The ship, loaded with fuel, immediately went up in flames. The crew was recovered 
by the torpedo boat, with only 9 missing of the 135 men on board. At 21.50 the Groppo 
entered Trapani, while the Aquino was sinking wrapped in indomitable fire. 

The Galiola had left Reggio Calabria to Tunis at 01:00 on the 24", escorted by TB 
Climene (Capt. Corv. M. Colussi (F) and Bassini (Leut. Benjamin Mancuso) and the Cov. 
Gabbiano (Capt. Corv. A. Ceccacci) and Euterpe (Leut. Anselmo Brand). 
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Suddenly, to 06:00, 5 miles to the northwest of Cape Milazzo, the ship was hit on the 
starboard side by a torpedo, sinking in five minutes. 

While the TB Bassini was recuperating the survivors, the other three ships gave 
chase to the submarine that had launched the torpedo. Here the report of Commander 
Colussi the description of the hunt, which ended with the destruction of the submarine. 

"At 06:05 the three ships in the front line of the rake begin on the direction of origin 
of the torpedoes. 

"At 6:33 Gabbiano run attack with the launch of four salvos of depth charges. 

"At 6:36 escort aircraft launch anti-submarine bombs. 

"At 6:40 Euterpe launches 5 salvos of depth charges. 

"At 06:44 the submarine is on the surface a little forward of the stern Gabbiano, 
about 6,500 meters from the point of sinking of the steamer. Gabbiano and Euterpe opened 
fire with machine-guns and the cannon against the submarine, heading above. I run at full 
speed toward the submarine shooting with bow piece. Fourth salvo the submarine is visibly 
hit the deck, the height of the tower. Continuous shooting. Shortly after the crew abandoned 
the ship by jumping into the water. It is suspended fire. 

"At 06:51 the submarine sinks.“ 

Italian ships they recovered 51 castaways, including the captain and five officers. 

The submarine was English Sahib, based in Malta. 

From the SS Galiola were rescued 40 survivors of the 45 men on board. 


They were handled the events of the convoy composed of only former French. SS 
Teramo, escorted by TB Sagittario (Capt. Corv. A. Cordero di Montezemolo). 

Departed from Pozzuoli for Tunis at 20:30 on the 26", with a load - among other 
things - of gasoline in drums on deck without incident reached the waters of the islands 
Egadi, whence began shipping in the Strait of Sicily to the 04:00 of the 28". Shortly before 
dawn began to be followed by enemy aircraft, and - arisen the sun - some national fighters 
began the air escort of the two ships. 

At 12:20, 10 miles to the northeast from Ras Mustafa, the Sagittario recovered three 
New Zealand airmen who were in a drifting inflatable raft. 
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Soon after, at 12:35, a formation of 25 fighter-bombers carried out a massive attack 
targeting the torpedo boat, which had no appreciable damage, but three dead and 20 
wounded as a result of the strafing run at low altitude by attackers after they had dropped the 
bombs. The national fighters engaged them as they receded at the end of the attack. 

At 13:40 they were sighted on the starboard side, toward the open sea from the coast 
of Tunisia that the convoy was following three British motor torpedo boats. They were the 
MTB 633, 637, 639, which had come from Susa before dawn of the 28" to run an anti-ship 
rake along the coast to the Gulf of Tunis. A little to the west of Cap Bon, in the waters of 
Ras el Ahmar, had met and sunk two fishing boats, equipped for minesweeping, the Jmpero 
and the Camillo I which were saved respectively 11 & 12 men. The first was in motion, and 
the second was at anchor in Ras el Ahmar. 

"At 13.40 - he told the commander of Sagittario - give orders to open fire with guns 
against motor torpedo boats that were attacking. 

"At 13:50 the PT boat over to starboard, hit, stops and catches fire. Increase speed to 
not let it get the beta the other two motor torpedo boats. (1) 

"At 13:52 they launch from about 8,000 meters and reverse the route heading to the 
PT boat on fire. I can not pursue them because of the minefields, which require me to 
maintain the route. Continuous fire, while one of the motor torpedo boats with smoke 
covering the other (which probably transships the crew of the one on fire). 

"At 13:58 sighted two national fighters off the coast of Cape Bon head on the 
machine-gun and motor torpedo boats. Therefore suspend fire cannons. 

"At 14.00 two torpedoes launched by the motor torpedo boats exploding, one on the 
limit in the vicinity of the ship before it reaches our director of travel, the other on the coast 
after passing a few hundred meters astern of the motor torpedo boat. 

"At 14:17 I reverse the route to return at the ship that has since expired. “ 





(1) The beta angle is the angle, measured counting from the bow, which forms with 
the axis of the vessel-target your view of the attacks. To launch the torpedoes on a favorable 
condition be on a beta of between 30° and 45°. 
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The PT boat on fire was the MTB. 639, which was sunk - not being towed - by the 
MTB. 637. Even the MTB. 633 had been hit with damage to an engine, but was able to return 
to Susa in the afternoon of the same day of the 28" together with the MTB. 637. 

At 14:55 the convoy suffered a second air strike, led by as many as 40 fighter- 
bombers, hitting Teramo that caught fire and producing minor damage from shrapnel on the 
Sagittario . 

The Teramo continued to burn like a torch for a long time, until its wreckage washed 
up on the evening of the 29" on a shoal near Ras el Drek (4 miles south of Cap Bon). The 
crew abandoned the ship when it was obvious that it was not possible to contain the fire, 
was saved on the nearby coast with boats. The Teramo continued to burn until the evening 
of the 30", when the wreck disappeared. 

The torpedo boat went alone to Tunis, attacked at 16.35 from 40 other units, this 
time bombers type Liberators, without being struck by the speed with which evolving at 
maximum speed. She is moored in Tunis at 17:55. 


The day of the 28" was lost the TB Climene (Capt. Corv. Mario Colussi). 

It was out of Trapani at 15:15 to meet the two Germans SS KT 5 and K.T. 14, from 
Tunis to Trapani. At 10:00 the meeting took place, half an hour after the two ships had been 
attacked, with no damage from enemy aircraft. 

At 10:30 the convoy was attacked by a submarine, which fired two torpedoes at the 
Climene :. the first passed a few meters from the bow, but the maneuver performed to avoid 
not allow her to maneuver against time to prevent the second that hit the center splitting the 
hull into two parts. Within seconds they disappeared first the stern and then the bow. 

Out of 144 persons on board the survivors-among whom the master - they were 91. 

The two ships arrived in Trapani without escort at 16:55. 


On the day of the 29" was sunk by enemy aircraft in the waters of Ras el Ahmar 
small boat, equipped for sweeping magnetic mines Luigi Razza. The attacks were repeated 
20 times from 11:30 onwards, until at 22:30 the ship had gone to the bottom with no 
casualties. 

In the morning at 07:30 it had been cast, thoroughly by bombers on the route Trapani 
- Pantelleria the motorized sailing vessel Madre delle Grazie, whose 
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survivors were recovered by the SS K.T. 2/ transiting in those waters, bound for Tunis, 
together with the KT //. 

On the 30" occurred last loss at sea of April. 

At about 04:30 it had been observed by the traffic lights of Porto Empedocle intense 
artillery fire about twenty miles south of Sciacca. 

It was an attack by destroyers of Force K against SS Fauna sailing from Pantelleria 
to Porto Empedocle. The ship sank at 05:00 and the 20 survivors of 24 men aboard were 
recovered from a motorized sailing vessel. 

The same DDs attacked shortly after, no hit, a motorized sailing vessel and three 
landing craft that were had departed at 23:00 of the 29"" from Sciacca to Pantelleria. 


3. -THE LAST CONVOYS STARTED TO TUNISIA. 


In the collection of daily news bulletins compiled by Supermarina to the Comando 
Supremo, under the date of 1 May 1943 reads:. 

"A) The number of arrivals in the Mediterranean landing craft of various types, 
which occur almost daily, gives cause, in case of fall of Tunisia, the enemy will launch in 
the immediate future the planned attack on one of our islands. 

"B) The fierce blockade of supplies to Tunisia, put in place in recent days by the 
enemy, with large deployment of massive aerial and naval means be interpreted as a result 
of brave and stubborn resistance of our troops on the front of Tunisia. As they could not 
break it for direct impact with the hoped for ease and speed, the enemy now tends to deal 
with them by means of the full cutoff of supplies.“ 

Notwithstanding the condition, prohibitive operatively , announced by Supermarina, 
in the first week of May they were sent off for Tunis still 4 convoys, the last: 

- On May 3 the MS Belluno escorted by the TB Tifone , starting from Trapani; 

- On May 3 the SS Campobasso escorted by the TB Perseo , starting from 

Pantelleria (where she had stopped for a failure of Perseo , coming from 
Pozzuoli); 
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- On May 4 the Ger. SS. Sant ‘Antonio with the TB Groppo and Calliope, starting 


from Naples; 
-On7 May 3 SS K.T. 5, K.T. 9, K.T. 21, starting from Trapani. 


Only the Belluno reached her destination. 
We narrate the events that led to the loss of the other ships. 


The ex French. SS Campobasso had left Pantelleria preceded by the TB Perseo 
(Capt. Corv. Xavier Marotta) at 19:15 on 3 May. 

The ship was loaded with munitions, aircraft bombs, guns and vehicles. In addition 
to 45 members of the crew there were aboard 58 Italian and German solders. 

At 23.40, while the convoy was at 22 miles per 120° from Cape Bon, en route to Ras 
Mustafa, she was intercepted by the three British DD Nubian, Paladin and Petard who had 
come to Malta in the afternoon of the same day of the 3" fora foray into the Channel of 
Sicily. 

The first ship on which focused the first 10 salvos of the Nubian, while the Petard 
lighting up her target, was the steamer Campobasso who was hit on the bow, the bridge and 
the stern. After about an hour and a half from the beginning of the fire the steamer, engulfed 
in flames and already abandoned by the crew still sound, exploded. 

Meanwhile the TB Perseo had reversed course to take next to the steamer in order to 
hide it with the smoke, but - the smoke Cannons not functioning - reversed again heading at 
full speed to attack the destroyer. 

These then turned the shot against the torpedo boat, which was firing with all guns, 
pendulum in the boiler fore and after, immediately with two successive salvos, on guns aft 
and helm station. 

The shot in the boiler made to stack also the launch tubes, so the torpedoes were able 
to launch with low accuracy. 

The shot hitting the bridge carried off an arm to the commander, who fell 
unconscious not without having had the strength to give the order to save the men. 

He took command of the ship the navigator Second Lieutenant. Romualdo Balzano, 
being the second officer Levino Ferrara died at his battle station at the stern guns, 
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while the torpedo boat would stop with the rudder fixed on the left side and swerved quickly 
because a large gash opened by the first salvo in the boiler affected, while continuing to 
shoot with the machine guns, at one of which the same Balzano replaced by the pointer 
(gunner Fiore) killed by shrapnel. 

The ship become desperate conditions the Second Lieutenant. Balzano ordered the 
abandonment, an operation that took place in a disciplined manner. The commander, found 
in a boat, he wanted to be brought on board to die in the midst of the fallen, but as the boat 
was about to dock capsized. 

Shortly after Balzano, who was still on board, he was called from the sea and 
recognized the voice of the commander telling him "I’m without an arm, take me to a raft or 
some means to support me." After finding a lifesaver and making sure that no living man 
was on board, the Balzano launched into the water looking for the commander who he could 
no longer found. A bit of time later the Perseo sank in a raging explosion. 

This had to be caused by a torpedo or a cannon that had probably hit a powder 
magazine because, according to the English version of the episode, "after having scoured the 
waters to the coast [which was about eight miles] in the event of discovering other ships, the 
Nubian is back with the Petard, with Paladin towards the area where the torpedo boat had 
been damaged, which was again attacked and hit; it showed no sign of surrender and seemed 
reluctant to sink, so that left the Paladin to administer the coup de grace, the Nubian and the 
Petard headed for the transport ship was now many miles away and in flames from bow to 
stern. The destroyers were close it three or four miles, when the transport ship blew up with 
a powerful explosion; the ship recovered some survivors. ... " (1) 

Then the rescue the castaways of Campobasso and Perseo , it was characterized by 
some uncommon events. 

A boat with 16 survivors of the Campobasso landed in Pantelleria at 15:30 on the rad 
while on the way - with a fresh wind from the master, who had risen in the morning 
allowing 





(1) Taffrail: "77 Mediterraneo Occidentale nel 1942 -45", p. 75 at the Historical 
Office of the Italian Navy. The volume consists of 371 pages. Price L. 900 (reduced to L. 
500 for personnel of the Armed Forces). 
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hoist a sail - the men had to bailing water seeping from a hole made by a shell splinter. 

All others, in number of 71 (67 of Perseo and 4 of the steamer) were rescued by the 
hospital ship Principessa Giovanna. 

This ship had left Trapani at 18:40 of the 3" directed to Tunis. At 06:00 of the 4", in 
view of Ras Mustafa, was overtaken by the three British destroyers had informed of the 
presence in the area of castaways to be recovered. Performed a thorough search, with the 
wind and the sea from the mistral rose up in the meantime as a little above said, and saved 
71 people, went to Tunis at 12:30 arriving there at 22:45. 

Embark 788 sick left for Trapani at 13:30 on the 5 retaining on board the 71 
castaways. During the crossing she was twice attacked by enemy bombers: at 14:40 and at 
18:30. 

During the first attack, which occurred near Zembra, the hospital ship was not hit by 
bombs, but only by shots of machine gun with one death and several injuries among the 
crew. 

In the second attack, just as the ship was coming to the aid of an Red Cross aircraft 
ditched with two dead and three wounded on board, was hit by several bombs that caused 
massive devastation and a fire in the cargo hold of the stern. 

A dozen firemen of Perseo , at the invitation of Second Lieutenant. Balzano, 
concurred effectively to restart the machine and plug the gap produced by the bombs. 

The Principessa Giovanna could - contained the fire without being able to turn it off - 
to reach Trapani at 15:30 on the 6"", with as many as 54 deaths among the patients and the 
crew and 52 wounded. 

Ultimately, taking into account other survivors saived with makeshift, of 216 people 
onboard the Perseo he saved 83, and 103 on Campobasso he saved thirty, including those 
recovered by the British ships. 

To the memory of the commander Marotta he was granted the gold medal for 
bravery. 


The SS Sant' Antonio had left Naples to Tunis at 21:30 of the 4", with the escort of 
the TB Groppo (Capt. Frig. Ernesto Force (F); at 09:00 on the 5" he had joined the convoy 
the TB Calliope (Capt. Corv. Marcello Giudici) from Messina. 

From 08:13 until 14:21 of the 5" was repeatedly spotted an enemy scout, that the 
fighter escort was never able to intercept. 
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At 14:37 a formation of 27 Liberators appeared astern of the convoy, but being 
already was heard approach with the Metox device. The convoy promptly reversed its 
course presenting the bow to the strikers, who pointed on the steamer which struck at 14:50 
with several bombs. The ship exploded immediately sinking 25 miles northwest of Cape San 
Vito. 

The 52 survivors of about 80 people on board were recovered by the torpedo boats. 
The Groppo headed to Trapani where he arrived at 00:15 on the 6"" and the Calliope went to 
Naples where she arrived at 00:50 of the same day. 


The three Ger. SS. KT5, KT9, KT21 and departed from Trapani at 19:30 of the 7. 
headed to an anchor under Cape Bon, being the first Anglo - American entrance into Tunis 
at 18:30 the same day of the 7". 

On the morning of the 8 gave a short drive down the coast to land their cargo, but 
constant air attacks prevented the execution of the discharge. 

Depleting all the anti-aircraft ammunition, the crews abandoned ships, already 
damaged, ended up sinking after the aerial hammering ended finally when they became 
partially submerged in shallow water where they were. 

Finally, we must say the final fate of the MS Belluno and TB Tifone (Capt. Corv. 
Stefano Baccarini) which formed the only convoy arrived in Tunis at 07:11 of the Ae 

The torpedo boat left the MS Belluno at the entrance of the port of Tunis, and 
continued to Bizerte, from which she departed again at 14.00 of the 6" to return to Tunis, 
and escort the Belluno who was leaving at 21:00 for Naples with a cargo of English 
prisoners. 

The torpedo boat made anchor at 17.00 in 500 meters from the head of the pier of La 
Goulette and Tunis Marina shortly after he sent the order of operation for transfer of Belluno 
in Naples, which was at anchor with the load of prisoners of war under the coast , at Korbus 
in front of La Goulette, in deep semicircular bay that forms the southern part of the Gulf of 
Tunis. 

While the TB Tifone was heading, after sailing at 18:30, to the point of anchorage of 
the ship to hand a copy of the operation and to make the arrangements for the trip, it was 
subjected to intense aerial bombardment, which ceased, following 
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the serious failures reported, the commander had to bring the ship - no longer in condition to 
carry out the mission - at anchor near the land not far from the Belluno. 

The attacks against the torpedo boat continued, worsening her condition. 

It was designed by the Adm. Carlo Pinna (commander Mariafrica) to tow the torpedo 
boat to the mouth of the port of La Goulette and scuttle her given the consequent provisions 
to the commander Baccarini, who had come to him on the morning of the 7" after landing 
all non-essential personnel in care of the ship. 

The commander Baccarini returned on board with the Capt. Carlo Franchi (Navy 
commander Tunis), which -with the consent of Admiral. Pinna - made reimbark the men 
needed to attempt to put the torpedo boat in conditions to move to get away. manifested 
impossible attempt, the commander Franchi returned to the land and the commander 
Baccarini was authorized to decide about the fate of the ship. Then these provident landing 
of all men foresaw board to avoid exposing themselves to the risks of air strikes, which 
continued, and the destruction of archives. Returning to the to land himself, he waited with 
the crew the eventual arrival of the means of towing. But at 22:00; the wait being in vain 
and having learned of the fall of Tunis, he decided to scuttle the ship in place. The operation 
was performed by the aspirant Ensign Elio De Melchiorre who, along with some other 
volunteers, returned on board leaving while the ship was sinking. 

The crew, after stopping - divided into groups - the open in the woods nearby, was 
summoned by the commander on the 8"" on the beach, where he was picked up by the 
hospital ship Virgilio coming up, coming from Trapani, having passed with minor damage 
to two aerial attacks at 15:23 and at 19:06 on the 8". 

"The next morning (May 9) - told the commander - the Virgilio is diverted to the 
Gulf of Tunis by a squadron of British destroyers. We destroy every document and every 
fact that we had with us. According to the orders of the medical director of the entire crew 
of the Tifone takes to his bed [as already were some of his injured]. 

"After leaving the 10" at 14:00 free by the English authorities, the hospital ship 
resumes course towards Italy. On the morning of the 12" we landed in Naples.“ 
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During the air strikes the TB Tifone had shot down three of the many attacking 
aircraft, between dead or missing there were 10 losses, as well as 29 men tracked the 
morning of 8" and then fell prisoners. 

As for MS Belluno, having witnessed the first air strikes that had immobilized the 
torpedo boat had sailed and had turned to ask for instructions. He was ordered to wait 
provisions from Marina Tunis would certainly be given. But at the dawn of the 7", in front 
of the repetition of the attacks, she was left free to decide. Then set sail and headed for 
Tunis, where — anchored before the front entrance to the harbor - was himself repeatedly hit 
by aerial bombs and ran aground, before it sank at the buoys outside the canal port of La 
Goulette. 


We conclude, as usual, citing the loss of the two motor sailing vessels - Sempre 
Avanti! 135 t.s.1. and Colombo 28 t.s.l. 

The first was sunk by a submarine, without suffering casualties, the evening of May 
5 on the route Trapani - Pantelleria. 

The second at Cape Bon, while directing from Tunis to Trapani, was attacked by 
bombers and sunk at 23:30 on 7 May. Only two people out of 14 on board, were saved and 
collected by a British motor torpedo boat, they were taken captive. 


4. -THE EVENTS OF CONVOYS OF MILITARY SHIPS. 


Of the 59 convoys of military ships made from 1 March until the fall of Tunisia, 6 
were attached and 3 lost for the ships running into minefields. 

The first convoy that lost a ship, for probable collision with a drifting mine, was to 
consist of the German Mz 86, 156, 195, 199, 201, 219, which had left Marsala for Tunis at 
07:30 on 4 March with the escort of Ms, 29, 34, 61, 62, 78. During the night of the 5 
disappeared the Mz. 219 without a trace. 

On the same night was lost on another mines the Ger. Mz. 544, who departed with 
the Ger. Mz. 477 and 482 at 19:00 of the 4" from Tunis to Trapani. 

At the same time she left for Tunis Trapani another group of 6 Ger. landing craft. 
This second group— composed of the 
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Mz 155, 478, 479, 480, 481 and 483 — had to take shelter under the coast in the morning 
until 05:00 in the afternoon of the 7” Departing again, met at 00:30 of the 8". about 11 
miles to the east of the Keith reef, the fast minelayer cruiser Manxmann headed east, with 
whom she had a quick exchange of gunfire. Three of landing craft reported minor damage, 
and the group reached Trapani undisturbed at 09:40 of the same ou 


In the afternoon of 11 March were instead very lucky 8 landing craft, escorted by 
two torpedo boats, which — were attacked by low-flying aircraft — shooting down two. 


The afternoon of March 16, went to the bottom for air strike two Ger. Mz. 153 and 
154, which had left Marsala for Tunis at 07.00 am. 11 had died, and the survivors - 
including many injured - were rescued by two Mas and two Germans PT boats out from 
Marsala and Trapani. 


Serious, because of the importance of the two ships sunk and to the extent of loss of 
life, was the fate of the convoy consists of the DD Malocello (Capt. Frig. Carlo Rossi, 
convoy commander), Pancaldo (Capt. Frig. Antonio Raffai), Ascari (Capt. Frig. Mario 
Gerini), Camicia Nera (Capt. Frig. Mario Trabucchi), proceeding in line ahead in succession 
now shown at a speed of 27 knots. 

Each destroyer carrying to Tunis 350 German soldiers and officers with their 
weapons. 

The Malocello and Pancaldo had left Pozzuoli at 18:40 on 23 March; 20:00 had 
been met by the Camicia Nera from Gaeta; at 05:50 of 24 March had been in formation the 
Ascari, came from Palermo. 

At 07:28, about 28 miles north of Cape Bon, the Malocello ran into a mine. The 
commander Gerini ordered the Pancaldo and Camicia Nera to head to Tunis, (where these 
two DD arrived at about 10:30) and, despite the very rough seas, managed to come 
alongside the Malocello, remained immobilized, to take on board the crew. 

Just arrived, the "Tag" (torpedo running warning device) gave indication of torpedo 
on the left and then commander Gerini, made to cut mooring lines, put forward at full speed 
making a wide turn on the left and throw 8 anti-submarine depth charges; 
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Then she sailed back to the Malocello, a mine removed the bow of the Ascari, who 
nevertheless bravely remained afloat. 

At 08:30 the Malocello, which until then had remained afloat badly damaged, was 
broke into two parts them disappearing sinking. 

The Ascari, despite his poor, he sent his only vessel remained intact to save the 
survivors of the Malocello and for five hours, fighting the rough sea, they shuttled between 
the point of sinking of the Malocello and the Ascari. 

Around 13:00, while the commander Gerini, maneuvering in reverse, trying to reach 
rafts with castaways, the Ascari collided a second mine that carried off the stern. However, 
the central part of the ship continued to float, when at 13:20 a third mine, being hit into the 
keel, exploded under the bridge sinking in a few seconds what was left of the ship. 

Ships promptly sent on site from Bizerte, Tunis and from the ports of Sicily, fighting 
against the sea, which had previously gone swelling, they managed to recover 42 men of the 
Malocello and 53 of the Ascari, over 100 German soldiers. Among the missing were all 
officers, except two of the Ascari. 

If we bear in mind that the two destroyers had in total 488 man crew (including 
officers) and 650 German soldiers on board, the human losses reached to 83%. 


A month passed, during which numerous landing craft convoys carrying materials 
undisturbed crossed the Strait of Sicily, before the enemy attack is manifested again 
focusing on the carriage by destroyers. 


On April 26, they were attacked by bombers the DD Pigafetta, Pancaldo and 
Hermes (Ger.), who had left Tunis for Pozzuoli at 15:35 the same day of the 26" carrying 
repatriated soldiers. The attack occurred at 17.50 9 miles to the northwest of Cape Bon and 
no ships were hit; Pigafetta reported only light damage due to splinters of a bomb exploded 
a few meters from the hull. 


The day of the 30" was rather fatal: it gave to all three DD Pancaldo, Hermes and 
Lampo in motion that day, as already mentioned at the end of paragraph 2 , and also a PT 
boat and a Mas. 

Let us now examine the conduct of the dramatic episodes. 
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Pancaldo (Capt. Frig. Tommaso Ferrieri Caputi, succeeded recently to same grade as 
Raffai) and Hermes (Capt. Frig. Kurt Rechel) had left Pozzuoli, direct to Tunis, at 19:30 on 
29 April. Each was carrying 300 German soldiers and military equipment. 

The two ship supported three successful air strikes: the first of five torpedo planes at 
09:00 of the 30" to the west of Pantelleria; the second an hour later about 8 miles from 
Kelibia by 12 fighter escort counterattacked by our fighters; the third, near Cape Bon, at 
11:22 by 18 bombers escorted by fighters, who launched the bombs without hitting from the 
south. 

These aircraft, pass the two ships, they gathered in a formation of another 32 aircraft 
coming from the direction of Zembra, thus bringing it to 50 aircraft. 

The meeting took place, they were divided into two groups of 25 each returning to 
the attack. Despite the swift reaction with shooting and maneuver, both ships were hit; the 
Pancaldo so severely that sank at 12:30 2 miles to 29° from Cape Bon; the Hermes could 
instead continue to in front of Korbus, where he anchored. But its engines were not 
repairable due to failures with equipment on board and, after two days of bad weather, could 
be towed to Tunis, where he was then blown up on the eve of the surrender of the base to the 
Anglo - American. 

The crew of the Pancaldo had 124 victims of 280 people; the commander was 
wounded in the chest and head by shrapnel from bombs, but also the last to leave the ship, 
taking the lead until the end of the limits consent with his physical condition. 

German troops were all disembarked, with relatively modest losses. 


The loss of the motor torpedo boats and the Mas is closely linked to the episode, now 
described. 

Among the ships sent from Marina Bizerte to give assistance to the Pancaldo and 
recover the surviving crew were the Ms. 25 (Second Lieutenant. Antonio Scialdone) and 
Mas 552 (Second Lieutenant. Giorgio Bettini). Depatred together from Bizerte little after 
13:00 on the 30", the two ships were violently strafed and bombed by thirty fighters around 
15:30, when they were three miles north of Zembra. The Mas 552 sank under attack and Ms. 
25 managed to strand itself on the coast of Zembra, where she remained unusable. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 254 


About seven hours after the Pancaldo sank the Lampo (Capt. Corv. Loris Albanese) 
6 miles to the east of Ras Mustafa. 

Had departed Trapani for Tunis at 11:00 on April 30 with a cargo of 52 tons of 
ammunition, divided among local bow and stern, escorted by 8 Italian fighters. 

From 17:00 until 17:40 the Lampo was repeatedly attacked in successive waves of 
fifty bombers, appearing from an expanse of low clouds. Hit severely aft and then slight 
bow, she was soon in flames and immobilized with many deaths on board. They began to 
explode of ammunition on board, and to avoid a sudden catastrophe were flooded the 
magazines. At 17:35 the commander decided the abandonment of the ship. So he described 
the end of his ship: 

"There was no way to save the ship which tended to tip over with no possibility of 
balance and having start the explosion of ammunition at the stern decided to abandon ship at 
about 17:35, and the crew began abandoning the exception of the bow turret that goes on the 
fire until the employable ammunition. 

"Then, at about 17:50, after inspecting the ship that is on fire, I leave the ship 
together with a sergeant and a deputy mechanic electrician remained with me aboard for the 
end ... 

"The crew gathers at sea in life rafts. 

At about 18:15 a wave of about 20 bombers Strikes the wreck, on which continued 
and increased fire with bombs and machine guns. 

"At 19:12 on shore with flag and shouting "Long live the King" - the crew, after 
being exploded in the bow and stern, the Lampo the bow sinking lying down on the right 
side: when beneath water were heard other explosions.“ 

About 213 people on board, 60 were killed and the others were saved by motor boats 
readily noticed from Kelibia. 


5. - THE EVACUATION OF TUNISIA. 


a) Introduction. 

As this paragraph is dedicated to the evacuation operations of Tunisia - took place in 
the days immediately preceding the surrender, which occurred with the arms at hand, the 
Italian - German troops - 
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it is good to refer to a few weeks earlier, on April 10 when he fell into enemy hands the first 
places of maritime interest: Sfax. 

It is on of April a dispatch of the Comando Supremo to the Supermarina the 
following terms: 

"Give difficulty maritime traffic area Sfax are not to be expected evacuations by sea 
(Stop) Case absolute need not be used which landing craft & minor ships & just possibly 
some KT steamer (semi Stop) absolutely not agreeing now to divert some of these means 
from traffic with Tunisia, orders may be issued (Stop) In any place is only designed as a 
precaution detail of traffic such means mainly regarding embarkation points for features that 
may not be the landing craft harbors (Stop) General Ambrosio.“ 

Indeed, from Sfax - except for the wounded and sick - were repatriated hardly 
anyone. 

On April 16, to a request from Mariafrica, Supermarina replied: "Comando Supremo 
order that returns of any Italian armed forces by any means to be governed solely by 
Marshal Messe.“ 

This provision was reiterated several times in the following weeks. 


To have an idea of the difficulties encountered in the evacuation of Tunisia, 
difficulty so great that only a negligible part of men could reach the country, we reproduce 
some paragraphs of a report of Admiral Andrew Cunningham published in the “London 
Gazette” of 5 October 1948 

"The possibility that the enemy could attempt to carry out a large-scale evacuation of 
Tunisia had been expected since a few months before [the first ten days of May 1943] and, 
for this purpose, under the title "Retribution" had been issued special orders for the 
concentration of naval forces suitable for this operation. In fact, this attempt was never made 
... but orders were issued at the time useful to make easier the task of intercepting the enemy 
ships that were brave enough to take to the sea in the final stages of the fighting in Tunisia 


"As soon as the ground forces began to get close to Tunis and Bizerte, they were 
intensified by the destroyer 
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and motor gun boats the night cruises in the Channel of Sicily ... During the day, however 
the task of destroying every enemy ship escaped the blockade of our submarines ... it was 
initially taken by the air forces ... 

"Later, with the rapid advance of our ground forces in the first week of May, our 
veils flights fighter could operate from airfields most advanced, covering the whole area of 
the Strait of Sicily and allows use of the destroyer even in daytime cruises ... 

"From 9 May on 10 to 13 destroyers they were constantly cruising off the peninsula 
of Cape Bon, while an equivalent number of coastal ships patrolled the coast at night until 
every attempt enemy evacuation did not stop completely. These cruises led to the capturing 
some 700 prisoners and removed from the enemy any opportunity to evacuate by sea any 
important share of its forces. ) 


b) The withdrawal of the Navy personnel. 

Upon abandonment of Tunisia was the commander of Mariafrica Adm. Div. Carlo 
Pinna. His command included Captain Ugo Avelardi commander of Marina Bizerte and the 
Capt. Carlo Franchi Navy commander Tunis: we say that, while the Adm. Pinna managed to 
repatriate, commanders Avelardi and Franchi became prisoners. 

On May 3, before the relentless forces of the Anglo - American on the western front 
held by the German 5" Army, his command decided to withdraw the defense lines of the 
Fortified town of Bizerte, whose commander was German General Bassenge. Mariafrica 
predispose then to Tunis and his transfer from Marina Bizerte to Metline (at the base of the 
peninsula of Cape Zebib): the transfer was performed on the 5"". Remained in Bizerte the 
San Marco Regiment, which was assigned the responsibility for the defense in front of the 
sea. 

Meanwhile, the events precipitated and between noon of the 6"" and noon of the 7” 
they proceeded to the destruction of the port facilities and the blocking of the port of Bizerte 
with thirty vessels not able to put to sea. 

Meanwhile, on May 6 they had flocked to Tunis about 600 employees of Marina 
Bizerte, where remained - by remaining prisoners at the fall of the town, which took place 
on the afternoon of the 7” - 7 officers and 30 men, besides the San Marco Regiment. 
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Tunis, who seemed to be able to hold out for a few days, instead suffered the same 
fate of Bizerte on the evening of the 7", when they began around 16:30 to enter the city the 
first enemy patrols. The occupation of the city of Tunis suburb of La Goulette was 
completed on the morning of the 8", not without that this was an important port, with a 
feverish work, rendered unusable with all military works destroyed under the energetic and 
witty direction of commander Franchi, who, being left in place until the last was was 
captured at 9 am on August 8 along with the staff who were with him. 

The Bizerte r .t. station transmitted the last telegram at 15:00 of the thee to Tunis at 
11:30 of the gh. the San Marco Regiment sent their last message with their r .t. station at 
03:00 of the 9", informing Supermarina that, deployed in full working order to defend the 
sea front of Bizerte, had been ordered by the Command of the Fortified town of cease 
hostilities, being expected the yield at dawn of the same day of the 9". 

The San Marco Regiment was quoted by Marshal Messe in a telegram, directed the 
Supreme Command at 20:20 of the 9": "... General situation remains serious for continuing 
attacks of armored forces on the western front & particularly on the extreme right against & 
simultaneously growing against our sector ... Elements of the San Marco regiment & 
remains of the 5" & 10" Bersaglieri were with i Army fought heroically to the last in that 
strip of land of Tunisia.” 


The rapid succession of events prevented the implementation of the plan of gradual 
reversal of the positions to the peninsula of Cape Bon, plan before dawn of the 7 had been 
so clear Adm. Pinna by connection with the Army, "if you need to fall back again, the new 
line to maintain would surrounded the Fortified town of Bizerte and cross the peninsula of 
Cape Bon on joining Hamman Lif - Hammamet: Italian to the east Germans to the west; it 
was decided that the connections with Tunis, Bizerte and Cap Bon would be made on 
coastal roads, and the Army Corps of Engineers would build bridges for landing at the 
harbor of Cape Bon. "(1) 





(1) Hamman Lif is located on the sea, in the bottom of the Gulf of Tunis, just to the 
west of Soliman (see chart no. 1). 
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In fact it happened that on the afternoon of the 7" Mariafrica was forced to retire to 
Ras el Fortas, near which was already the command of the Italian - German Army Group. 

The Navy Command of Bizerte, which was at the Metline, could not carry out the 
order to fall back toward Ras el Fortas because the roads were already occupied by the 
Anglo-Americans units. With Naval Command Tunis telephone connections and also the 
access roads from and to the peninsula of Cape Bon had been interrupted, and therefore also 
the Command remained blocked. 

During the night of the 8"" flocked with small boats in the Vice Commander of N avy 
Tunis (Capt. Frig. Francesco De Conciliis) with two Navy Tunis officers and an officer of 
the San Marco with four men from Carthage (where he was detached), who reported that the 
MS.22 and Vas 231, being at anchor in Sidi-Bou-Said (4 miles north of La Goulette), were 
violently strafed by planes eventually catch fire and that crews were saved by swimming. 
They reacted energetically with their machine guns, knocking down two aircraft. 

The area, where Mariafrica was camped, was constantly overflown by planes 
bombing for both two days of the 8" and 9": three were shot down by an 76 mm. anti- 
aircraft battery of the Navy, for a few days built in that area. Commenting persistent aerial 
operations, Adm. Pinna wrote in his report: "The enemy's air superiority is overwhelming. 
At any hour of the day the camp and nearby areas are flown over by the enemy without a 
single Axis plane in the sky.” 

Meanwhile, Adm. Pinna had sent officers on patrol to Kelibia, to search for and 
bring together crewa who had managed to reach the peninsula of Cape Bon. So on the 
morning of the 9" he could know that 25 officers (himself included) and 244 sailors of the 
CREM were accrued at the encampment of Mariafrica. 

He asked Supermarina the immediate deployment of high speed vessels now in its 
Ras el Fortas to the transfer of personal collected to Sicily and at 18:00 he received - the 
telegram announcing the arrival of motor torpedo boats after nightfall. At 00:55 of the 10" 
Supermarina specified that the motor torpedo boats would, presented to 02:00 - in front of 
Sidi Daoud (about midway between Ras el Fortas and Cape Bon) or Kelibia. 

A Kelibia was parked a special units under the command of Leut. Giuseppe 
Cosulich, consisting of the "Giobbe Convoy" 
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(Name of the heroic commander, gold medal, died July 26, 1941 in the first attempt to attack 
vessels in Malta with means of assault), to transport - according to the opportunities -a 
group of M.T.SM (1) in the places from which these boats would have to start to perform 
their missions. The convoy, equipped to transport seven M.T.S.M, it had more than three 
because - in order to lighten the expectation of an imminent fall of the front in Tunisia-four 
boats had been sent away to Sicily from Bizerte (where the convoy had the headquarters) on 
May 5, taking advantage of favorable weather. 

The convoy of Adm. Pinna on the gh managed to submit the order to attempt in the 
night the repatriation of the crews using his motorboat. 

On the morning of the 10" he, with crew who had gathered from Ras el Fortas, 
facing the rapid advance of the enemy decided to fall back to Kelibia, where he thought 
there was still a chance of landing vessels and airfields there was still in German hands on 
which to place night transport traffic. The vehicles available did not permit the rapid transfer 
of all crew and therefore only one of the Mariafrica command could follow the admiral; the 
remainder was ordered to attempt to reach Kelibia on foot, where they could possibly take 
advantage of air transport - to reach Italy - 50 soldiers (officers and specialists) with special 
permits individual already assembled and distributed with the approval of the Commander 
of the 1 Army. 

Adm. Pinna, with men who he had been able to take with them, arrived in Kelibia at 
15:30 of the same day of the 10", by requiring Supermarina to send fast means landing at 
Kelibia at 00:30 of the 11". 


c) The stories of the evacuation by sea. 

As we read in the Diary of the Supermarina overnight on the 9"" he was subjected to 
bombardment the east coast of Tunisia and the evening of the 9" two destroyers bombarded 
the area 





(1) The M.T.S.M motorboats, created in 1941, was 84 meters long, had 32 knots and 
200 miles of autonomy, bringing a silurotto (torpedo short) and two depth charges. Their 
weight at maximum load was 3 tons, including 550 kilograms of the torpedo and the two 
depth charges included. Without the torpedo they could carry six people. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 260 


of Sidi Daoud. Also violent airstrikes are targeting any boarding points scattered all along 
the coast is not yet occupied by the Anglo -American, with particular emphasis on the 
landings of Kelibia. 

Enemy naval ships at sea cross crossed almost without interruption between 
Pantelleria and Kelibia prohibiting our traffic. 

"The violent and repeated aerial operations Pantelleria had undergone and especially 
its airport - according to the date of May 10 - reveal first the intention of the enemy to 
prevent with Tunisia all our air traffic with Pantelleria harbor and to eliminate any 
possibility of aerial offense to his ships. This does not exclude that in the more or less near 
future the enemy can attempt the occupation of the island.” 

In this operational framework - already outlined in the aforementioned report - 
Cunningham - characterized by the progressive collapse of the ground front and the intense 
contrast of vessels and aircraft, as the time came the attempts of eviction. 


Adm. Pinna, reaching Kelibia on the afternoon of the Lor he found at the base the 
hospital ship Aquileia - direct to Korbus - by order of Supermarina there - he had diverted it 
with a r. t. message transmitted around 11:00 the same day of the 10". 

I made arrangements with the local Italian and German authorities for the boarding 
of the wounded who were flowing with ambulances and sent a message to Supermarina to 
stop delivery of the fast means required, the admiral with 40 dependants embarked on the 
Aquileia establishing the depature for the next sunrise. 

The boarding of the wounded and staff of the Mariafrica took place disturbed by 
constant attacks of planes bombed and strafing the area around Kelibia, to counter the influx 
of ambulances to the point of embarkation. At 18:20 an aircraft dropped several small 
bombs against the Aquileia, none hit: only several splinters fell on the ship. Its captain (Col. 
Med. Luciano Guiso) launched immediately in Italian and English, the message "We are 
bombarded - Be careful, you are bombing hospital ship at Kelibia bay." 

Decreased the intensity of the air against Kelibia, the Aquileia is predisposed to 
resume the traffic of boats with the land - who had to pause for some time - when at 19:45 
by a group of three destroyers that crossed 
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offshore signaled the captains with an invitation to approach. Raising the boats, the Aquileia 
moved toward the destroyer that sent aboard a officer and a doctor with some sailors, who 
performed a check. 

The check is completed, at 21:30, Colonel Guiso - despite having highlighted the 
need to return the anchor to complete boarding of the wounded, yet having the availability 
of 200 people - received explicit orders to leave the area by the English officer and to return 
immediately to Italy "because the presence of the Aquileia would have hindered the ongoing 
military operations and therefore her safety would not be guaranteed." Therefore, the shi 
was forced to immediately put en route to Trapani, where she arrived at 09:30 on the 11", 
continuing after a few hours to Naples. Here on day the 13" landed 445 soldiers who she 
had managed to take on board, including 40 men of Mariafrica with Adm. Pinna. 


At 03:00 of the 10 had departed Kelibia three M.T.SM of the Giobbe Convoy, with 
18 people on board: 15 belonging to the convoy and Commander De Conciliis with the two 
officers mentioned, which were presented in the afternoon of the 9" to Leut. Cosulich with 
the order to repatriate the admiral on board the M.T.S.M 

The three small speedboats headed to Pantelleria, Sicily can not focus directly on the 
sea alive from the northwest. 

After sheltered south of the island until the evening of the 11" the M.T.S.M - Taking 
advantage of the improved conditions of the sea - left for Mazara del Vallo. The boat of 
Leut. Cosulich reached this place at 06:00 on the 12"; instead the command of Second 
Lieutenant Plinio Patané, having done damage to both engines during the crossing, landed in 
Sciacca on the evening of the 12" in the tow of a trawler that had sighted her drifting; the 
third boat, under the command of Second Lieutenant. Mameli Rattazzi, for similar failure on 
the eve of departure from Pantelleria, set off the day after the 13" and reached Mazara. 


From the Tunisian ports by a few ships were able to take to the sea, and all very 
small; most of the other were employed, as stated above, to blockade the ports. 


On the 5", in anticipation of the fall of Bizerte, they departed after sunset from a 
group of smaller vessels the gunboat Levanzo, and minesweepers RD 18 and R.D.44. 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 
Page 262 


Shortly after leaving Bizerte, the group was attacked by aircraft. She was hit first 
minesweeper R.D. 44, whos crew was rescued by the gunboat. While this was near, she was 
in turn affected. The minesweeper sank shortly after and Levanzo could reach the coast 
running aground. Shortly after she was hit the minesweeper R.D. 18, which sank in a few 
minutes. The next morning (the 6"") the Levanzo, targeted by a formation of aircraft, was 
completely destroyed by some bombs that struck in full. 


On May 7, departed Tunis Vas 208, 220, 223, bound for Cagliari. The Vas 223 sank 
due to the poor condition of the hull during the crossing and the other two reached their 
destination after having recovered the crew of the Vas. 223 


In the two days of the 7" and 8" reached Trapani with a total of 153 people on board 
(124 excluding the crews of the Navy, 20 Army and 9 Air Force) the tugs R. /0 and R. 16, 
speedboats M.66/2, and M.66/5 (Italian) and T.H. 01, T.H.02, T.H.03 (German). 

All other small ships and boats that attempted the crossing were captured by British 
ships criss-crossing in front of the Tunisian coast with 700 people who have fallen captive, 
as was said in the report of Cunningham stated in paragraph a. 


On the 10", the tanker for water Bormida sailing from Trapani, recovered at sea 5 
men of speedboat V. 7 that - departed from Bizerte at 21:00 of the 7" - it remained adrift and 
was not in conditions to continue. Sea conditions did not allowed a tow and the Bormida 
was left to the mercy of the waves. 


On the Li at 08:00, arrived in Tropea (Calabria), coming from Tunis, a small 
tugboat with 25 German sailors on board. 


On the same day of the 11" entered Trapani at 15:40 the big motorbarge L.2// with 
survivors of the DD Hermes scuttled in Tunis. 


The same day, at 16:25, he arrived in Trapani also the Ger. SS. K.T. 22 with German 
soldiers on board. 
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Let's now tell the missions performed by motor torpedo boats sent for attempt to 
recover the maximum possible number of men: only these small, fast ships could hope to 
achieve some success, defying the vigilance of the enemy. 


On the evening of the 9", at 21:40, they came from Pantelleria directed to Kelibia 
Mas 553 (Leut. Carlo Paulizza) and the 548 (pilot 2nd class Bartolo Vaccara). The night was 
dark, seas rough and continually glossed over and lit with flares from aircraft. At about 
01:15 of the 10" the two Mas, during a maneuver performed out of a lighted area, they lost 
sight of the Mas 548 and reached the beach at Kelibia where it should have found the crew 
to be recovered. After repeatedly made the acoustic and optical signals established, a short 
distance from the ground, the Mas 5468 not getting any response directed to return shortly 
after 04:00 to return to Pantelleria at 06:10. Mas 553 failed however to locate the point of 
landing and returned a few hours later. 


On the same night on the 10" five German motor torpedo boats performed 
unsuccessfully similar mission a few hours later the two Mas: the MS 23 and 24 on the coast 
of Cape Bon returning to Pantelleria at 06:00; the MS 33, 36 and 55 on the coast of Kelibia, 
returning to Porto Empedocle at 08:00. 


With negative results was carried out two nights after the mission of Ms.33 Leur. 
Giulio Notarbartolo, section chief) and Ms. 23 (Leut. Alberto Scaroni). Departed Marsala on 
the 11" at 19:30 for Kelibia, they managed to locate the landing spot, not without difficulty, 
at 02:30 of the 12". The Ms.33 sent ashore, taking advantage of the calm sea, a dinghy with 
two sailors to search I scored some actions towards light appeared on the coast, but not 
satisfying signals recognition provided. In vain every search and recovered the boat, the two 
motor torpedo boats returned to Marsala at 06:45. 


The only mission accomplished satisfactorily was that the recovery of the La Galite's 
island garrison. 

On the night of the 6"" naval means and enemy aircraft had been monitoring the 
island and the surrounding waters, illuminating continuously to prevent the garrison 
attempted to abandon it. Then they were not seen again. 
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On the 7" the garrison, who had decided to fall back on Cagliari in the night of the 
8" with the 8 motorboats of which was it was equipped, he had to give up trying due to 
rough seas. 

The attempt was repeated on the night of the 10", although sea conditions were still 
bad, but was a bit improved. But three motorboats had gone to the bottom and the other five 
had had to return to La Galite, having recovered the crews of the three sunken. 

The garrison was able to communicate to Supermarina that now no longer believed it 
could attempted a new crossing in the precarious conditions in which they found 
themselves, after the failed attempt, the residual motor boats; he informed also lacked food. 

Then Supermarina ordered by phone at the Marina Cagliari 5 squadron of Motor 
torpedo boats (Ms 51, 52, 54, 55), which had its base at Sant' Antioco, who went to La 
Galite and withdrew the garrison. 

The squadron, started at 20:35 of the 10° under the command of Capt. Corv. Curzio 
Castagnacci on Ms. 51] was recalled to port by Supermarina when had been sighted some 
enemy motor torpedo boats in the waters of La Galite. 

The next day, starting at 22:00, the mission was accomplished. 

"At 23:00 on the 11" - says the report of the commander Castagnacci - spotted 30° 
abaft the beam on the left a white flash and a flash of green. Turning left now 90° with the 
motor torpedo boats in line ahead to take off from the unfavorable position of the moon and 
increase from 25 to 28 knots [the moon was in the first quarter and then the right of the 
squadron that sailed to the south]. By the aforementioned position sighted a series of reports 
in white light similar signals they respond to five miles to the west. 

"At 23:15, had the feeling of a second set of signals to white light will probably be 
passed between two ships of supervision, returning to the earlier route without reducing 
speed. 

"At 24:00 at 1000 to 700 meters from Punta Madonna (western end of the island of 
La Galite) early reports of recognition with La Galite. Had response, I approach closer and, 
boarded the commander of the garrison, berth with the bow at the root of the pier and start 
boarding the garrison. 

"At 02:15 on the 12", completed the boarding of 105 military and a civilian of 
Italian nationality, beginning the route of return. At 06.00 
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to Cagliari and refueling and landed the La Galite garrison I move again to Sant’ Antioco.“ 


According to statistics gathered by Supermarina, as of May 15 were repatriated from 
Tunisia (excluding the wounded and the sick transported by hosital ships Virgilio and 
Aquileia) 468 personnel of the Navy or dependants of the Navy, including 85 officers. Of 
these, 368 had reached Sardinia and the others Sicily. 

A few more hundred of various military arms, Italian and German, managed to 
escape the intense supervision of the Anglo-American forces reaching national ports. 


In Tunisian ports they were lost -in part used to blockage of the ports - the following 
ships: 

-25 Steamships and motor ships, 

-12 Minesweeper, 

-9 Tugs, 

-23 Motor sailing vessels and fishing boats (all requisitioned and used in the mine 
sweeping or supervisory services). 

Also they could be sent away, because not ready, the two former French submarines 
FR. 116 and FR. 117, who were in Bizerte with custodial staff on board, without ever 
having been used in combat missions. 
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APPENDIX 1 


CONVOYS MADE BETWEEN ITALY AND NORTH AFRICA FROM 1 OCTOBER TO 
13 May 1943 


1. This appendix lists all the convoys, composed of merchant ships, which sailed in both 

directions between Italy and North Africa, and those who have performed coastal traffic. 

They are also considered and listed ships that have made navigations isolated, escorted or 
even not. 


2. The data shall result from official documentation. Where there are inconsistencies 
between the various documents you are shown the items marked in the reports of the escort 
commanders’. 





APPENDICE 1 
CONVOGLI EFFETTUATI ITALIA E AFRICA SETTENTRIONALE DAL 1° OTTOBRE AL 13 MAGGIO 1943 
1. In questa appendice sono elencati tutti i convogli, composti di navi mercantili, che hanno navigato nei due sensi fra I’ Italia e 1’ Africa Settentrionale e quelli che hanno svolto traffico costiero. Sono anche considerate ed 
elencate le navi che hanno compiuto navigazioni isolate, scortate oO pur no. 


2. I dati riportati sono quelli risultanti dalla documentazione ufficiale. Dove esistono discordanze tra i vari documenti si sono riportati gli elementi segnati nei rapporti dei capi scorta. 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


MESE DI OTTOBRE 1942 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 





Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 1° ore 10.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tripoli. 


Il 1° ore 17.30: da To- 
bruk a Pireo. 


Il 2 ore 16.30: da To- 
bruk per Patrasso. 


Il 3 ore 15.15: da Ta- 
ranto per Bengasi. 


Mv Guglielmo 
coni, Mars. 


Mcist Rondine 
P.fo ted. Santa 


Gualdi. 


Mn Valforita. 





fl 3 ore 16.45: da To 
3 5 


bruk per Taranto. 


Il 4 ore 05.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Tripoli. 


Tl 4 ore 21.00: da Tri- 
poli per Napoli. 


Il 4 ore 24.00: da Brin 
disi per Bengasi. 


Il 5 ore 06.15: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 
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P.fo ted. Menés. 


nari. 


P.fo Algerino. 


Mn Sestriére, 


P.fo Amsterdam. 


Mar-| Ct Sebenico (c.s.). 
Tp Lira e Castelfi- 
Fe. dardo. 


P.fo Anna Maria 







P.fo Torguato Gen- 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), Libra. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.s.), Saet- 
ta, Camicia Nera. 












Tp Lira (cs.), Castel- 
fidardo (fino a Pi-| 
reo), poi Ct Turbine 
(c.s.), Camicia Nera. 


Tp Cascino (fino a 
Lampedusa, ore 
19.00 del 4). 


Ct Pigafetta (c.s.), Saet- 
ta, Folgore, Zeno, 
Camicia Nera, Tp 
Antares. 


Tp Perseo e 3 AS da 
Napoli a Messina, 
Tp Perseo e Circe da 








Messina a Patrasso, 


| Tp Circe ¢ Lince da 


Patrasso 2 Homs. 
Scorta rinforzate da 3/ 
fino 2 Messina 
4 AS Sn0 2 Ce | 


f 


Attaccato, senza esito, da 


del 4 alle 13.30 del 6. 


Sosta a Susa dalle 08.00 del 7 
alle 03.00 del 9. - 


Avvistato da ricognitori alle 
08.15 ed alle 10.00 del 6 
a mg. 30 a levante del- 
Pisola Cerigotto & ripetu- 
tamente _attaccato, 
esito, da aerei a .partire 
dalle ore 17.30, 


Sosta a Messina dalle 02.00 
del 6 alle 05.00 del 7 ed 
a Patrasso dalle 18.50 del- 
V8 alle 06.30 


Sostano a Pantelleria dalle 
12.40 del 2 alle 06.00 del 5. 


Convoglio attaccato da aerei 
alle 01.25 del 2, a mg. 25 
dalla costa; la Cist Rondj- 
ne, colpita da siluro, & ri- 
morchiata a Tobruk dalla 
Tp Lira, con assistenza del 
Castelfidardo, e vi giunge 


alle 14.00 del 2. 


Sosta a Pireo dalle 04.00 del 


3 alle 03.00 del 5. 


La Mn, al suo primo viaggio, 
é avvistata nella notte sul 
4- Carica di carri armati ed 
automezzi, con 210 mili- 
tari d’accompagnamento, é 
ripetutamente attaccata da 
aerei. Colpita da siluro a 
. Poppa alle 00.25 nel pun- 
to 39°16 N. - 19°13’ E. (46 
mg. a ponente di- Paxo), 
raggiunge la rada di Cor- 


fd, coi propri mezzi; e vi 


Poggia sul 


Sosta a Pireo dalle 16.00 del 


5 alle 06.30 dell’8 ed a Pa- 
trasso dalle 12.00 dell’8 al- 
le 12.30 dell’r1, ripartendo- 
ne in convoglio con la Cist 
Proserpina. 


Smg alle ore 10.00 a 10 mg. 
al largo di Capo Gallo, so- 
sta a Trapani dalle 18.00 


senza 










Il 7 ore 07.45 a Tre 
poli, 


Il 5 ore 18.45 Santa Fe 
col Sebenico a Pireo. 


Il 5 ore 15.00 a Pa- 
trasso. 


Il 4 ore 08.10 in rada 
di Corfu. 












Il 9 ore 15.30 a Tri- 
poli. 


L’rr ore 12.15 a Na- 
poli. 


Il 7 ore 11.30 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 16 ore 16.15 alla te- 
stata del molo di 





Homs. 


dt 


ole 
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Segue: Orrosre 1942 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 5 ore 06.00: da Susa 
per Tripoli. 


Il 5 ore 10.00: da Tri- 
poli per Bengasi. 


Il 6 ore o1.30: da Tu- 
nisi per Tripoli. 

Il 6 ore 08.00; da Tri- 
poli per Napoli. 


Il 6 ore 13.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Tripoli. 


Ii 7 ore 00.07: da Susa 
per Tobruk. 


Hl 7 ore 03.00: da P2 
lermo per Tripoli. 


ll 7 ore 07.00: da Tri- 
poli per Bengasi. 


Il 7 ore 07.20: da To- 
bruk per Bengasi. 


Il 7 ore 16.00: da Sa- 
lonicco per Tobruk 
(Convoglio « FF »). 


‘ 


Il 7 ore 18.00: da Ben- 
gasi per Tobruk. 


L’8 ore 07.25: da Sfax 
per Napoli. 








Mv San Michele. 


P.fo Siculo. 


Mcist (vinaccera) Lupa. 


P.fo Armando. 


P.fo Arlesiana. 


P.fo Dandolo. 


P.io Alga. 


P.fo ted. Spezia. 


P.fo ted. Kreta. 


Mn Tergestea, 
P.fo Petrarca. 


P.fo ex jug. Salona, 
P.fo Anna Maria. 


P.fo Sirio. 


EB exe of.o02 da Tet] P-fo, Castore: 


poli per Napoli. 
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| 


po Rizzuto; dal Ct 
Bombardiere dalle 
ore 06.00 del 13 alle 
08.00 del 14. 


Csmg Garibaldi. 


Tp Centauro (fino al- 
le ore 07.00 del gior- 


no 7). 
Tp Castore e Medici. 


Tp Calliope. 


Tp Sirio e Solferino, 
da Salonicco al Pireo, 
Tp Libra (c.s.), Lira e 
Perseo dal Pireo, 
Tp Climene dalle ore 
“07.20 dell’r1. 


Ct Freccia (Gis); 
Tp Lupo. 


Tp Centauro (dalle ore 
16.00 dell’8 alle ore 
07.30 del 10). 





*| Tp Cosenz. 








Circe, & portato ad inca- 
gliare alla testata del molo 
di Homs; ma alle 16.00 
del successivo 23 & colpito 
da 2 siluri del Smg ingl. 
Umbra e si adagia sul 
fondo. 


Affondata da siluro di Smg 
alle 16.30 dell’8 a mg. 12 
per SE dell’isola Gerba. 


Poco dopo la mezzanotte del- 
18 € colpito da siluro di 
aereo e affonda alle 06.35 
a circa 60 mg. per 21° da 
Ras el Tin. 


Carico di materiale infiam- 


mabile colpito da siluro di | 


Smg (probabilmente l’ingl. 
Unbending) alle 23.30 del 
9g amg. 12 a N dell’isola 
Gerba, s’incendia ed affon- 
da nelle prime ore del 10. 


Affondato da siluro di Smg 
(probabilmente Vingl. Uz 
most) alle 07.35 dell’8 a 
to mg. al largo di Ras 
Hilal. 


Attaccati da bombardieri alle 
17.30 dell’11, a S di Capo 
Krio, le uniti mercantili 
sono entrambe colpite, ma 
proseguono coi propri mez- 
zi raggiungendo Tobruk 
il Petrarca e ritornando a 
Suda il Tergestea. 








Il 12 ore 07.35 a 
. poli. 


IL 9 ore 16.15 a Tri 
poli. 


L’8 ore 13.30 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 10 ore 18.00 a Na- 
poli. 


Il 9 ore 
poli. 


13.15 a Tri- 


Il 9. ore 13.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 12 ore 16.30 Petrar- 
ca a Tobruk, con 
Libra e Climene. 

Il 12 ore 08.00 Terge- 
stea a Suda (per ri- 
parazioni) con Lira 
e Perseo. 


Il 9 ore 11.50 a 
bruk. 
L’11 ore 09.00 a 


poli. 


N2- 


eke 


tle 
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= Orrosze 1942 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
Gi partenza per 


Mercantili 




























L’8 ore 14.50: da To- 
bruk per Taranto. 


Il 9 ore 05.20: da Tri- 
poli per Palermo. 


Il 10 ore 07.00: da Ben- 
gasi per Derna e To- 
bruk. 


L’rr ore 06.00: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 


Ltr ore 15.00: da 
Bengasi per Tobruk. 


L’rt ore 16.00: da To- 
bruk per Salonicco e 
Navarino. 












Tl 52 ore 06.00: da Der- 


na per Bengasi. 


Il 12 ore 08.30: da To- 
bruk per Bengasi. 


Il 12 ore 17.40: da Ben- 
gasi per Tobruk. 


Il 12 ore 20.00: da 
Brindisi per Bengasi. 


Il 12 ore 23.50: da 
Corfi per Bengasi. 


Il 13 ore 07.35: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 13 ore 12.00: da 
Tripoli per Bengasi. 





Pcist Proserpina. 


P.fo Loreto. 


Mv Pasquale Costa. - 


P.fo ex jug. Una. 


P.fo ted. Ostia. 


Mn Col di Lana, 
Cist Méillelire, rimor- 


My Arsia 
My Giuseppina Chiesa. 





Il 14 ore 07.00: da 
Tripoli per Bengasi. 
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chiata dal Ct Saetta. 


Tp Ciclone (c.s.), Ca- 
store (dalle ore 20.00 
dell’8), fino a Pireo. 
poi Ct Turbine (c.s.), 
Camicia Nera, Tp 
Lira, Lince. 


Csmg Garibaldi. 


1 Mved 


Tp Calliope. 


Ct Freccia (c.s.), Lupo, 
Antares, 
Tp Ciclone, Lira, Per- 
seo, Castelfidardo 
accorrono successiva- 











P.fo ex jug. Salona. 


P.fo Tripolino. 


Mn D’Annunzio. 


Mn Foscolo. 


Mv Maddalena, 
Mv Mirabella. 


Rim Costante, con 


maone ted. a rimor- 


chio. 


P.fo ted. Trapani. 


mente. 





Mved tedesca R. 12, 
R.. 43: 


Csmg Oriole, Eso. 


Ct Da Recco (c.s.), 
Folgore, 
Tp Clio, Ardito (da 
Brindisi). 


nope (da Corft). 


- 


2 


Tp Medici. 





Sosta a Pireo dalle 06.30 alle 


Affondato da siluro di Smg 


Ct Lampo, Tp Parte- 


Il 
15.30 del 10, ed a Patrasso 
dalle 07.00 alle 12.30 del- 
Y1x ripartendone in convo- 
glio col P.fo ted. Menes. 


(Vingl. Unruffled) alle 17.44 
del 13 a mg. 4 a WNW 
di Capo Gallo. 


Da Derna rientra a Bengasi 
prima di proseguire per 
Tobruk, per esigenze di 
caricazione. 


Affondato da siluro di Smg. 
alle 09.35 dell’11 a mg. 4 
a sud di Capri. 


Alle ore o.oo del 12, in un 
attacco aereo, la Tp Anta- 
res, gravemente colpita, é 
rimorchiata a Suda dalla 
Tp Lupo con assistenza 

della Tp Ciclone. 





Le motonavi si riuniscono in 
convoglio al largo di Cor- 
fi sotto la direzione del 
Ct Da Recco € sono attac- 
cate numerose volte e sen- 
za esito, da aerei siluranti 
e bombardieri, fino alla 
mezzanotte del 14 (mg. 100 
da Bengasi); solo il Ct Fol- 
gore subisce danni lievi ¢ 
5 feriti, per una bomba 
scoppiata in prossimita. 


12 ore 21.35 a Ta 
ranto. 


L’rr ore 08.35 a Der- 


na ed il 12 ore 09.20 
a Tobruk. 


Il 13 ore 09.10 a To- 


bruk. 


Il 14 ore 09.00 Col di 


Lana a Salonicco ed 
il 13 ore 02.30 Mil- 
lelire a Navarino. 


Il 13 ore 08.45 a Ben- 
gasi. ‘ 


Il 14 ore 07.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 14 ore 15.15 a To- 
bruk. 


Il 14 ore 13.30 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 14 ore 13.30 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 15 ore 10.30 a Tri 
poli. 


Il 20 ore 12.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 





Nel primo attacco aereo sen- 
za esito delle 12.40 del 


Il 16 ore 16.00 a Ben- 








giorno 14, la Tp Media 


gasi. 


TA 4 
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Segue: Orrosre 1942 





Data, ora ¢ localita 


di partenza per 


Mercantili 





Il 14 ore 08.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 14 ore 12.00: da 
Tripoli per>Bengasi. 


Il 14 ore 14.00: da 
Bengasi per Taran- 
to e Brindisi. 


Il 14 ore 16.00: da 
Tobruk per Pireo. 


Il 16 ore 21.00: da Ta- 
ranto per Tobruk. 


P.fo ted. Spezia. 
Mv Guglielmo Mar- 
coni. : 


Mn Sestriére, 
Mn ted. Ruhr. 


P.fo Anna Maria. 


P.fo ted. Ankara. 








Il 17 ore 04.10: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 


Il 17 ore 05.30: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 
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Mcist Panuco. 


Mn frig. Adele, 
Rim Porto Adriano, 
con barca - pompa 


morchio. 





Santa Barbara a ti- 


Annotazioni 





glee 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





1 


Ct Da Recco (c.s.), 
Lampo, Folgore, 
Tp Partenope, Ardito. 

Clio. 


Tp Libra (c.s.), Clime- 

‘ne, Ms 72 (fino alle 
ore 07.30 del 16, poi 
diretta a Suda). 


Ct Aviere (c.s.), Ge- 
niere, Camicia Nera; 


Alpino. 














| Tp Orsa, Aretusa. 


Ct Maestrale 
Grecale, 

Tp Dezza, Sirtori (da 
Messina, ore 05.20 


del 18). 


(c..), 


abbatte due aerei e la scor- 
ta ne abbatte un altro; il 
secondo attacco aereo, pu- 
re senza esito si svolge alle 
23.30 dello stesso giorno 
14, a 45 mg. a N. di Mi- 
surata. 


Il convoglio rimane unito fi- 
no alle 18.00 del giorno 16, 
quindi le unita dirigono 
per le rispettive destina- 
zioni; la Tp Ardito per 
avaria dirige ad Argostoli, 
assistita dalla Tp Clio, e 
vi giunge alle 15.20 del 16. 


Le due motonavi si riunisco- 








no a Corfi nella mattina- 


ta del 17 (giungendovi ri- 


spettivamente alle 11.00 ed 
alle 07.15); ne ripartono, 
con scorta unica, per le 
rispettive destinazioni alle 
18.00 del 17; sono ripetu- 
tamente attaccate, senza 
esito, da aerei ed in mo- 
do particolare l’Ankara al- 
le 23.00 del 18 a 80 mg. 
al largo di Tolemaide. 


Sosta a Messina dalle 02.45 
alle 05.30 del 18; avvistata 
da ricognitori nel pomerig- 
gio del 18 é attaccata ripe- 
tutamente, senza esito, da 
Smg ed ininterrottamente 
da aerei, dalle 15.30 alle 
22.40 del 18, ora in cui 
colpita da un siluro a 70 
mg. a levante di Punta Sti- 
lo; abbandonata dai ior 
membri dell’equipaggio a 
causa del violento incendio 
inestinguibile, col ritorno 
a bordo — nonostante il 
grave pericolo — del co- 
mandante e di 20 animosi, 
é presa a rimorchio e con- 
dotta a Taranto. 













Tl 16 ore 14.00 a Trt 
poli. 


Il 19 ore 13.35 a Ben- 
gasi. : 


Il 17 ore 13.50 Sestrié- 
re con Da Recco € 
Lampo a Taranto. 
ed il 17 ore 17 Ruhr 
con Folgore e Par- 
tenope a Brindisi. 


Il 16 ore 16.30 a Pireo. 


Il 19 ore 16.30 Ankara 
con Alpino, Orsa, 
Aretusa a Tobruk, 


ed il 19 ore 10.30 
Monginevro con A- 
viere, Camicia Nera, 
Geniere a Bengasi. 


Il 20 ore 02.00 a T2 | 
ranto. 


Il 19 ore 13.10 a Tri 
poli. 





Lhe 
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Segue: OrrosrE 1942 


Data, ora e localita 


EE aaa 





Data, ora ¢ iocalita 

























Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Tp Fabrizi (fino alle 
ore 20.00 del 18), 
Ct Da Noli, Ascari 
(dalle ore 07.00 del 
18 alle ore 09.30 del 
20), quindi Tp Cir- 
ce (da Tripoli, ore 

02.45 del 20). 


Il 17 ore 16.00: da| Pcist Saturno. . 


Cagliari, per Tripoli. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.s.) (dal- 
le ore 12.35 del 18), 

Ct Da _ Verazzano, 
Oriani, Gioberti, 

Tp Centauro (da Tra- 
pani alle ore 20.00 
del 18 ¢ fino alle ore 
09.25 del 19), 

Tp Sagittario (in so- 

stituzione del Cen- 


P.fo Capo Orso, 
P.fo Beppe, 
P.fo Titania. 


Il 17: ore 17.00: da 
Napoli per Tripoli 
4 (Convoglio « D »). 



















Il 17 ore 18.00: da| P.fo Scillin. 
Napoli per Tripoli. 
Il 18 ore 04.10: da| P.fo Armando. * 


Palermo per Tripoli 


Il 18 ore 16.00: da 
Taranto per Tobruk. 


Mcist Alfredo. Tp Perseo (da Suda). 





- Tp Medici (c.s.), Mved 


Il 18 ore 17.00: da} P.fo ted. Trapani. 














Bengasi per Tobruk. ted. R.12, R. 13. 
Hl 18 ore 19.00: da| P.fo Argentea. | Tp Calliope (fimo a 
Tripoli per Napoli. | | Messina, ore | 
i : del 21) | 
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Alle 


presso El Agheila, é disin- 
cagliato alle 16.00 del 19 
dal Rim Ciclope inviato 
da Tripoli. 


S’aggrega al conyoglio « D » 


alle 12.35 del giorno 18. 


Il P.fo Beppe é& affondato 
da siluro, dal Smg inglese 
Unbending; altro siluro, | 
evitato dal Beppe, colpi- 
sce a poppa estrema il Ct 
Da Verazzano, asportando- 
gliela; il Ct affonda alle 
14.50 nel punto 35°12 N. 
12°05’ E. 

23.10 del 19 il P.fo Ti- 

ia, colpito da siluro di 





aereo @ immobilizzato; il 
Ct Ascari inizia il rimor- 
chio, ma alle 07.20 del 21 
altro siluro a segno ne de- 
termina l’affondamento in 
33°53’ N 12°30’ E. E’ de- 
gna di nota la simultanei- 
ta degli attacchi aerei ad 
ondate e di almeno 5 Smg. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 17.00 
del 19 alle 19.00 del 5 no- 
vembre. 


Sosta a Suda dalle 24.00 del 
19 alle 19.30 del 23. 


Giunge a Suda alle 11.30 del 
22, dopo brevi soste a Cor- 
fi, Patrasso e Pireo; ri- 
parte da Suda alle 18.00 
del 23; attaccato pit volte 
in navigazione, subisce po- 






Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni ae 
di partenza per di arrivo 
Il 17 ore 07.15: da| P.fo Volta. Il 20 ore 16.20 a Tr 
‘Trapani per Tripoli. poli. 
Il 17 ore 12.00: da] P.fo Amba Alagi. Csmg Garibaldi. Incagliato alle 12.00 del 18 | Il 21 ore 12.15 a Tri 


poli. 


Il 20 ore 13.40 con Pi- 
gafetta, Da Noli - 
Circe a Tripoli. 


Il 20 ore 11.00 Capo 

Orso con Gioberti a 
Tripoli. 
Il 20 ore 13.40 Sa- 
turno con Pigafetta, 
Circe e Da Noli a 
Tripoli. 

Oriani il 20 ore 10.00 
a Tripoli con nau- 
fraghi feriti del T:- 
tania, Ascari a Tra- 


pani il mattino del 
2T 


L’8 novembre ore 09.00 
a Tripoli. 


Il 25 ore 14.30 a Tri- 
poli. 


Il 25 ore 14.30 a To 
bruk. 





chi danni ma nell’attacco 
al largo di Sidi Abeida al- 
Palba del 25, il suo Co- 
mandante rimane ucciso; 
anche la Perseo subisce lie- 
vi danni ed ha 6 feriti tra 
la sua gente. 


Il 20 ore 12.00 a To 


bruk. 


| Il 21 ore 17.00 a Na 


poli. 


Sis 
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Segue: Orrosre 1942 





Data, ora e localita | Data, ora ¢ localitS 





di partenza per Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni | peg 
Il 19 ore 10.00: da| Mn D’Annunzio, Ct Aviere (c.s.), Gente- | Sostano a Corfii nella notte | Il 21 ore 03.00 a Brin- 
' Bengasi per Brindisi. | Mn Foscolo. re, Camicia Nera, sul 21. disi. 
Tp Ardito (da Corft). 
Il 19 ore 15.00: da To- | Mn Pasquale Costa. Tl 20 ore 08.30 a Derna. 


bruk per Derna. 


Il 19 ore 19.00: da To-| P.fo Tagliamento, Tp Orsa (fino a Pa-| Il P.fo Ostia, uscito col con- | Il 25 ore 06.30 Taglia- 


bruk per Patrasso. | P.fo ted. Ostia. trasso), voglio, rientra a Tobruk mento a Patrasso. 
5 ; Tp Aretusa (fino a} alle 15.00 del 20; il Tagha- : 
Suda). mento & ripetutamente at- 


taccato, senza esito, da ae- 
rei, nella notte del 19; so- 
sta a Suda dalle 12.00 del 
21 alle 18.20 del 22 ed a 
Navarino il giorno 23. 


Il 20 ore 16.00: da To- | P.fo Petrarca. Ct Alpino (c.s.), Sosta a Pireo dalle 17.00 del | Il 27 ore 12.00 a Ta- 
bruk per Taranto. Tp Aretusa (da Suda). | 22 alle 06.30 del 23 ed a| _ ranto. 

Patrasso dalle 18.40 del 23 

alle 06.30 del 24. 


Il 21 ore 08.30: da| Mv Pasquale Costa. Il 22 ore 11.30 a Ben- 
Derna per Bengasi. gasi. 








Sosta a Pireo all’alba del 24, | Il 26 ore 18.30 a To- 
ripartendone in convoglio |  bruk. 
alle 05.30 col Proserpina. 


Il 21 ore 16.10: da Sa-| P.fo ted. Dora. Tp Monzambano (c.s.) 
lonicco per Tobruk. e Solferino (fino al 















Il 21 ore 16.00: da To- | P.fo Tripolino, Tp Medic (c.s.), 


| Il 23 ore 12.00 a Ben- 


bruk per Bengasi. P.fo ted. Ostia. Csmg Oriole. gasi. 
Il 21 ore 17.00: da| P.fo Siculo. Csmg Eso. Tl 24 ore 19.15 a Ta 
Bengasi per Tripoli. poli. . 
Il 22 ore 03.00: da Ta- | Pcist Proserpina. Tp Partenope (c.s.),| Transita da Corinto alle 
ranto per Pireo. Lira. 17.30 del 23 e sosta a Pi- 


reo fino all’alba del 24, 
unendosi al P.fo Dora, 
proveniente da Salonicco 
con Monzambano e Solfe- 
rino: si unisce alle 17.30 
del 24 in convoglio « TT » 
alla Mn Tergestea, prove- 
niente da Suda con Ciclone 
e Calatafimi, avvistato fin 
dalla notte del 25, il con- 
voglio é insistentemente at- 
taccato da aerei ed alle 
14.30 sotto l’attacco di una 
nuova ondata di 14 silu- 
4 ranti, la cisterna, colpita 
f da pit siluri, uno dei qua- 
li caduto sulla coperta 1 
prora, s’incendia ed affon- 
da in breve tempo; alme- | 
| no 4 i velivoli abbattuti. 


| 














Ti 22 ore 08.00: da} Mv Arsia, iil 27 ore 09-10 a Tr 
Bengasi per Tripoli. | Mv Giuseppina Chiesa. | poli. 
Hl 22 ore 1520: da| Pio Algerino. | Tp Censauro (<x). C-| “| Hl 26 ore 03.00 a2 Tri- | 
Trapani per Tripoli | e geo (& paumgi> : i ws! 
‘ : | mento} { = 


a 


Page 282-283 





USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Segue: Orrosre 1942 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 


di arrivo 





Tl 22 ore 17.15: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 23 ore 06.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 23 ore 07.00: da 
Tripoli per Bengasi. 





Tl 23 ore 18:00: da 
Bengasi per’ Tripoli. 


Tl 24 ore 05.35: da 
Pireo per Tobruk. 


Tl 24 ore 08.30: da Su- 
da-per Tobruk (in 
convoglio «TT» 


dalle 17.24 del 24). 





I 24 ore 19.00: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 


Il 25 ore 18.48: da Ta- 
ranto per Tobruk 
(Convoglio «J »). 


Il 26 ore 08.20: da 
Bengasi per Derna. 


Il 26 ore 13.30: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 





Il 26 ore 18.30: da To- 
bruk per Pireo. 
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P.fo Emilio Morandi. 


P.fo ex jug. Salona. 
P.fo ted. Spezia. 
P.fo Pertusola. 


P.fo ted. Dora, 
Pcist Proserpina. 


Mn Tergestea, 
P.fo ted. Dora, 
Pcist Proserpina. 





P.fo XXI Aprile. 


P.fo Etiopia, 
Pcist Luisiano. 


Mv Guglielmo Mar- 


coni. 


P.fo Numidia. 


Mcist Rondine, 
P.fo ted. Trapani. 


Tp Centauro (c.s.), C1- 
gno (di pattuglia- 
mento). 


Tp Medici. 





Csmg Oride. 


Tp Partenope (c.s.), 
Lira, Monzambano. 


Tp Partenope (c.s.), 
Lira, Ciclone, Cala- 
tafimi, 

Tp Monzambano (fi- 
no alle 17.45 del 24), 

(Tergestea uscita da 

Suda con Ciclone 

Calatafimi). 

















Tp Abba (da Messina). 


Ct Granatiere (c.s.), 
Fortunale, San Mar- 
tino. 





Ct Zeno, 


Alle 17.24 del 24 si unisco- 
no col Tergestea a nord di 
Suda formando il conyo- 
glio « TT». 


Riparate sommariamente a 
Suda le avarie riportate 
nella giornata dell’rr, la 
Tergestea si unisce al con- 
voglio « TT »; il convoglio 
avvistato e seguito fin dal- 
la notte sul 26, subisce sen- 
za esito almeno 5 attacchi 
di forti formazioni aeree. 


alle 1430 be Proserpr- 
na afionda colpita da due 
siluri; 4 aerei attaccanti so- 
no abbattuti; alle 18.16 la 
Tergestea affonda per un 
siluro mentre sta per en- 
trare a Tobruk. 


Sosta a Palermo dalle 17.30 
del 25 ottobre alle 08.00 
del 7 novembre. 


Il convoglio sosta a Navarino 
e ne riparte alle 18.00 del 
28; avvistato nella notte 
stessa € oggetto di ripetu- 
ti attacchi aerei, senza esi- 
to, ma alle 23.52 del 28 
la Cist colpita a poppa da 
un siluro s’incendia ed af- 
fonda in pochi minuti. 
L’Exopia, colpita non gra- 
vemente da bombe, rientra 
a Navarino. 


Sosta a Palermo dalle 13.00 
del 27 ottobre alle 20.00 
del 4 novembre. 








Il 25 ore 21.10 a Trt 
poli. 


Il 26 ore 16.40 a Tri 
poli. 


Il 25 ore 07.30 a Ben- 
gasi. , 


Il 26 ore 16.40.a Tri- 
poli. 


Il 26 alle 18.50 Dora 
a Tobruk con Cico- 
ne e Calatafimi. 


L’8 novembre ore 07.45 
a Tripoli. 


Ii 28 ore o1.00 Exiopia 
con Fortunale a To- 


bruk. 


Il 27 ore 12.45 a Derna. 


L’8 novembre ore 07.10 
a Tripoli. 


Tp Partenope (c.s.), Convoglio attaccato senza See ee 


Lira, Perseo. 


esito, da aerei a 30 mg. a 


NW & Tobruk; um arco | 
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Segue: Orrosre 1942 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


=== SES Re ee ee ee 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 






















Il 26 ore 22.00: da 
Tripoli per Bengasi. 


Il 27 ore 04.30: da 
Tripoli per* Tunisi. 


Il 27 ore 06.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Tripoli. 


Il 27 ore 13.20: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 27 ore 16.00: da Pi- 
reo per Tobruk. 


Il 29 ore 05.00: da Ta- 
ranto per Bengasi. 


Il 29 ore 08.00: da Pi- 
-reo per Tobruk. 


ll 29 ore 18.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 30 ore 04.00: da 
Tripoli per Bengasi. 


Il 30 ore 05.30: da Na- 


varino per Tobruk. | 


.P.fo Emilio Morandi. 


Mn Aprile (ex fran- 
cese). 


Mn frig. Emilio. 


P.fo Zenobia Martini, 
P.fo Giuseppe Leva. 


Mn Assab, con 11 mo- 
tozattere ted. 





Mn frig. Adele. 


Pcist Portofino. 


Mn Barletta. 
P.fo ted. Spezia. 
P.fo Sportivo. 


P.fo Etiopia. 


Tp Circe. 


Tp Lince (fino alle 
ore 13.00 del 20), 
Tp Pallade (dalle ore 

13.00 del 20). 


Tp Fortunale (c.s.), 
San Martino (da 
Suda). 





Ct Folgore (c.s.), 
Tp Ardito, Uragano. 


Tp Sirio. 


Tp Medici. 


Tp Fortunale (c.s.), 
San Martino (fino a 
Suda). 


¥ 


attaccante é abbattuto. Al- 
tro attacco aereo senza esi- 
to la notte sul 29 a 15 mg. 
a nord -est di Capo Malea. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 17.40 
del 27 ottobre alle 12.00 
del 3 novembre. 


Sostano a Suda dalle 18.00 
del 28 ottobre alle 10.00 
del 1° novembre e si uni- 
scono al P.fo Etiopia. 














Ti 30 ore 16.30: da 
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Mn Brioni, 


Brindisi per Tobruk. | Mn Zara. 


v 


| Irma ¢ 11 Mz. 
Tp Sanz Martino (dal soz 2 Pico 
< — S Pi ae 
novembre). ot = geeuier; = aac 
. 1 


Sesta 2 Pirco dalle 21.55 di 


28 alle 07.30 del 29 ¢ a Pa | 


Il 29 ore 08.00 a Ben- 
gasi. : 
\ 
Il 30 ore 18.00 a Tu- 
nisi. 


1 6 novembre ore 23.30 
a Tripoli. 


Il 31 ore 13.40 a Tri- 
poli. 


I 3 novembre ore 10.00 
a Tobruk. 





fT ¥ novemixe oc 
18.30 a Taranto. 


trasso dalle 16.10 del 29 | 


alle 24.00 del 3r. 


Sosta a Patrasso dalle 19.30 


del 30 ottobre alle 06.30 
del 31, unendosi in convo- 
glio al P.fo Anna Maria 
Gualdi, con Freccia e Lu- 
po, ed a Pireo dalle 20.45 
del 31 ottobre alle 06.30 
del 2 novembre. 


Riparati sommariamente i 
danni riportati il giorno 


Il 4 novembre ore 11.30 
a Bengasi. 


Il 30 ore 14.30 a To 


bruk. 


Il 31 ore 21.00 a Tri- 
poli. 


Il 


re 
14,30 a Bengasi. 


Il 3 novembre ore 10.00 
a Tobruk. 





28, sosta a Suda e ne ri- 
parte il mattino del 1° no- 
vembre, unendosi in con- 


Bi 2 novembee ore-14_30 
Brom 2 Tobxuk. 


novembre ore — 






Gge 

































































USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Segue: OrrosrE 1942 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 





Il 30 ore 17.96: da To- 
bruk per Suda. 


Il 30 ore 17.30: da 
Bengasi per Tobruk 


Il 31 ore 10.00: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 31 ore 15.00: da To- 
bruk per Suda. 
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Mcist Alfredo, 
P.fo ted. Dora. 


P.fo Tripolino, 
P.fo ted. Ostia. 


P.fo Giuseppina. 


Mn Barletta. 





Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Tp Circe (da Tobruk, 
ore 15.40 del 2 no- 


vembre). 


Tp Sirio. 


Tp Circe. 








continuamente da aerei; la 
Mn Zara, alle 09.20 del 2 
novembre, colpita da silu- 
ro al centro, conserva dap- 
prima un buon assetto ma 
affonda poi alle 22.00 nel 
punto 32°10’ N 23%50' E 
(100 mg. circa a N di To- 


bruk). 


Il convoglio, avvistato fin dal- 
la partenza, é costantemen- 
te seguito ed attaccato da 
aerei illuminanti, siluranti 
e bombardieri; alle 02.08 
del 1° novembre il Tripo- 
lino, colpito da siluro al 
centro, in seguito ad esplo- 
sione, affonda nel punto 
32°21’ N, 23°24’ E (Golfo 
di Bomba); alle 06.40 suc- 
cessive anche l’Ostia, col- 
pito da siluro a prora per 
esplosione affonda nel pun- 
to 32°29' N, 23°22’ E poco 
a NW del precedente. 


ast Porto- 


Si aggrega all 


fino, partita il 29 da Tz | 
ranto, scortata dal Ct Fol- | 


gore e dalla Tp Uragano; 
il convoglio sosta a Pireo 
dalle 20.45 del 31 alle 06.30 
del 2 novembre. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 08.00 


del 1° novembre alle 18.30 
del 2 ed a Susa dalle 13.30 
del 3 alle 13.30 del 6; at- 
taccato, senza esito, da due 
aerei alle 13.00 del 6 al lar- 
go di Capo Bon; ma /’in- 
tervento di un aereo di 
scorta ne abbatte uno e 
mette in fuga l’altro. 








Il 3 novembre ore 09.00 
San Martino e Circe 


a Tobruk. 


na novembre ore 
15.50 a Suda. 


Bf ¢ novemice ore 11.36 


L’8 novembre ore 23.00 


a Tripoli. 


Il 1° novembre ore 
13.00 a Suda. 


_9Bt 


Age 
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Data, ora e localita 


Mercantili 


MESE DI NOVEMBRE 1942 


Data, ora e localita 





Suda per’ Tobruk. 


Il 1° ore 12.00: da Ta- 
ranto per Tobruk. 


Il 2 ore 06.30 fda Pi. 
reo per Bengasi. 


Il 2 ore 08.00 da 
Brindisi per Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 3 ore 12.00: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 4 ore 1200: da 
Brindisi per Ben- 
gasi. 

Il 4 ore 12.00: da 
Bengasi per Brin- 
disi. 


Il 4 ore 15.00: da Tri- 
“poli per Bengasi. 


Il 4 ore 17.00: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 


Il 4 ore 19.50: da Pa- 
lermo per Tripoli. 


Il 4 ore 22.00: da Tri-| 








poli per Palermo. 
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Peist. a. Irma, 
Rim Nettuno (F. 103), 
1o Mz ted. e la Mz 


| 765. 


Mn Francesco Moro- 
sini. 


Mn Col di Lana, 
Pcist Portofino, 
P.fo A. Maria Gualdi. 


P.fo ted. Hans Harp. 


P.fo Arlesiana. 


Mn frig. Emilio. 


Mn Foscolo. 


Mn Monginevro. 


My Maddalena. 


Mn Giulia, 
Mn Chisone, 
P.fo Veloce. 


P.fo Numidia, 
P.fo XXI Aprile. 











Pcist Saturno, 
P.fo Armando. i 


4 


Csmg ted. R. 75. 


Ct Euro (da Istmia) 


Ct Freccia (c.s.), Fol- 
gore, 

Tp Ardito, Lragano, 

Ct ted. Hermes. 


Tp Mosto (fino a Ca- 
po Papas), 
Tp Orsa (da Suda). 


Tp Groppo (dalle ore 





09.00 del 10). 


~~ 


Centauro. 


| 


Ct Geniere (c.s.), Ca- 
micia Nera, 
Tp Aretusa. 


Ct Freccia (c.s.), (fino 
alle 23.00 del 5) poi, 
Ct* Folgore (c.s.), 

Tp Ardito, Uragano. 


Ct Maestrale (c.s.), Ve- 
lite, Oriani, 

Ct Grecale e Gioberti 
(trasportanti 52 tonn. 
“di munizioni), 

Tp Clio ed Animoso 
(fino alle 08.00 del 7). 





Tp Calliope e Cigno 
(fino alle 07.00 del 
7), Groppo e Ani- 


moso. 


Tp Lince. 







convoglio col P.fo Etiopia, 
proveniente da Navarino. 


Sosta a Suda la giornata 


del 3. 


S’aggrega al convoglio Pcist 
Portofino e P.fo Anna Ma- 
ria Gualdi, partiti rispetti- 
vamente da Taranto il 29 
ottobre e da Patrasso il 31 
ottobre; il convoglio é at- 
taccato con continuitd, ma 
senza esito, nella notte 
sul 4. 


Sosta a Suda dalle 20.00 del 
5 alle 23.45 del 10. 


Sosta a Sfax dalle 08.30 del 
3 alle 07-10 del 10. 


Attarae, sezz esto, Gd 
aerei, alle o2.00 del giorno 


3 a mg. 5 da Misurata. 





Sosta a Pireo dalle 17.20 del 
5 alle 10.00 del g ed a 
Suda dalle 22.00 del 9g alle 
18.00 del to. 


IL convoglio é oggetto di 
molti attacchi, sempre sen- 
za esito, prima di Smg al- 
le 10.00 del 5, poi insi- 
stentemente di aerei tra le 
19.40 del 5 ¢ le ot.00 del 6. 


di: partenza per Scorta Annotazioni di aes 

fl 1° ore 05.15: da} Mn Brioni, ‘Tp S. Martino (dalle| Il 2 alle 22.15 Mn Zara af-| Il 2 ore 14.00 Brioni 
Pireo per Tobruk. | Mn Zara. ore 16.00 del 1°). fondata da aerosiluranti. a Tobruk. 

Il 1° ore 10.00: da} Mn Assab, Tp Fortunale (c.s.), Le unitd si riuniscono in 


Il 3 ore 10.00 a To 
bruk. 


Il 4 ore 17.10 a To 


bruk. % 


Il 4 ore 11.30 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 13 ore 11.45 a Ben- 
gasi. 





Il 12 ore 09.00 a Na 
poli. 







Il 6 ore 22.30 a Trt 


poli. 


Il 12 ore 21.45 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 6 ore 06.45 a Brin- 
disi. 


L’8 ore 12.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 7 ore 18.15 a Tri 
poli. 





L’8 ore 07.40 a Tri- 
poli. 




























RRE 
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Segue: NoveMsRE 1942 





Data, ora e¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Data, ora e localit3 








Il 5 ore 10.00: da Su- 
da per Bengasi. 


Il 5 ore 10.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 5 ore 16.00: da To- 
bruk per Pireo. 


Il 5 ore 18.00: da Ta- 
ranto per Bengasi. 


Il 5 ore 19.00: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 6 ore 13.00: da Su- 
sa per Tripoli. 


Il 7 ore 14.30: da To- 
bruk per Pireo. 





Il 7 ore 16.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Ii 7 ore 17.00: da 
Tobruk per Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 7 ore 17.30: da Ben- 
gasi per Taranto. 


L’8 ore 10.00: da To- 
bruk per Corinto. 


Il 9 ore 07.00: da Tri- 
poli per Bengasi. 


Il 9 ore 10.00: da Pi- 
reo per Bengasi. 


\ 


Il 10 ore 06.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 10 ore 16.30: da To- 
bruk per Tripoli. 


Il ro ore 17.00: da 


Mn Monreale. 


P.fo Scillin. 









P.fo Galiola. 


Peist Abruzzi. 


Mn Francesco Moro- 


simi. 


P.fo Giuseppina. 


Pcist Lina 


nella. 


Campa- 





Mn frig. Adele. 


Rim Porto Ercole, 
Mv La Vittoria, 
My San Michele. 


P.fo A. Maria Gualdi. 


Rim Nettuno (F 103). 


P.fo ted. Spezia. 


P.fo ted. Thessalia. 


Mn Col di Lana. 


Mn Assab, 
Pcist Irma. 


My Maddalena. 





Bengasi per Tripoli. 
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Scorta Annotazioni Eee 3 
di arrivo 
Tp Lira. Il 7 ore 10.00 a Ben 
gasi. 
Tp Circe. L’8 ore 02.30 a Tr 


Ct Euro (c.s.), 
Tp Fortunale. 
1 


Ct Aviere (c.s.), Le- 


gionario, Bombar- 
diere (dalle 07.00 
del 6), 


Tp Partenope (fino al- 
le 04.00 del 7). 





Tp Dezza (c.s.), 
Tp Abba (fino alle 
06.00 del 7). 


Tp Solferino. 





Csmg Garibaldi. 


Tp Lira (c.s.), 
Mn a. Barletta (da Pa- 
trasso). 


Tp Fortunale. 


Tp Partenope (c.s.), 
Csmg Eso (dalle 05.30 
dell’r1). 








Sfuggito alla vigilanza ae- 
rea, & attaccato, senza esi- 
to, da Smg alle 07.15 del 


giorno 8. 





Sosta a Suda dalle 11.30 del 
9 alle o1.25 del 12. 


Sosta a Patrasso dalle 13.00 
dell’rr alle 12.00 del 12. 


Sosta a Suda dal so al 22 ed 
a Pireo dal 24 al 29, ripar- 
tendone alle 08.15. 


Avvistato da ricognitori nel 
pomeriggio del 9 € di nuo- 
vo al mattino del 10 é at- 
taccato con bombe, cen- 
trato ed affondato alle 
15.00 dell’1r a 70 mg. a 
N di Bengasi. 


Attaccata senza esito, da 
aerei al largo, di Misurata. 


Sostano a Bengasi: dalle 
09.30 alle 16.30 del 12 
LAssab, e fino alle 15.00 
del 14 Irma. 





poli. 


Il 6 ore 21.00 a Pireo. 


L’8 ore 08.45 2 Ben- 
gasi. 


L’8 ore 09.00 a Tri- 
poli. 


L’8 ore 22.50 a Tri 
poli. 
Il 13 ore 07.35 a Pireo. 


Il 12 ore 08.15 a Trt 
poli. 


Tl 12 ore 11.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 


Il 13 ore 14.40 a Ta 
ranto. 


Il 29 ore 15.00 a2 Co 
rinto. 


L’1z ore 18.00 a Ben- 
gasi. 


L’ir ore 19.30 a Tri 


poli. 


Il 15 ore 07.10 Assab 
a Tripoli ed il 16 
ore 09.45 Irma a 





Tripoli. 


Il 14 ore 10.50 a Trt 


poli. 








168 











= 
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Segue: NovEMBRE 1942 
Data, ora ¢€ localita 


= 
a 
a 























Data, ora ¢ localita a2 Scorta Amaptssion’ : ; 
di partenza per Mercantili otazioni & anne 
Il ro ore 18.15: da| P.fo Volza. Tp Medici. Il 13 ore 09.00 a Ben- 
Tripoli per Bengasi. . gasi. 
Lr ore 07.00: da} P.fo XXI Aprile. Sosta a Pantelleria e Trapa-| Il 17 ore 18.30 2 Pa- 
Tripoli per Palermo. ni fino alle 11.40 del 17. lermo. 
L’11 ore 16.00: da Na-| Mn Citta di Napoli, | Ct Maestrale (c.s.), Il 12 ore 16.00 a Br 
poli per Biserta. Mn Caterina Costa. Oriani, Grecale, serta. 
Gioberti, 
Tp Cho. 
Liu ore shen da) Mn Monreale. Tp Animoso. Il 13 ore 04.00 @ Tri- 
Bengasi per Tripoli. poli. 
Il 12 ore 04.00: da Ca-| Mv Lina. Il 13 ore 23.40 a Tu- 
tania per Tunisi. nisi. 
Tl 12 ore 05.00: da] Mv Gilda. Il 13 ore 16.30 a Tu- 
Trapani per Tunisi. nisi. 
Tl 12 -ore 08.00: da| Mv Bice. Destinato al trasporto viveri 


Trapani per Tripoli. 








Il 12 ore 06.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 12 ore 08.30: da To- 
bruk per Tripoli. 


Il 12 ore 11.co: da 
Bengasi per Taranto. 


Il x2 ore 16.50: da Ta- 
ranto per Tunisi. 


Il 12 ore 17.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 13 ore 06.15: da Pa- 
‘fermo per Biserta. 


“Tl 13 ore 07.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


i 13 ore 10.23: da Bi 
serta per Palermo. 


P.fo ricup. Falco. 


P.fo cist Tevere. 


P.fo Galiola, 
P.fo Capo Orso. 


Mn a. Brindisi. 


P.fo Sportivo. 


P.fo Sivighano. 


Rim Porto Ercole, 
My La Vittoria, 
My San Michele, 
My Ausonia. 


Mn Citta di Napoli. 
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Tp Fortunale (fino a 
Pireo), Pireo-Patras- 
so senza scorta, 

Ct Da Recco (da Pa- 
trasso). 


Csmg Cotugno. 


-Tp Sirtori. 


per la popolazione di Tri- 
poli, verso le 14.00 del 13 
& sorpreso dal Smg inglese 
Safari emerso nei pressi 





delV’isola Kuriat, che, dopo 
averne catturato il coman- 
dante, lascia andare V’e- 
quipaggio ed affonda il 
My col cannone circa alle 


13.30. 


Affondato da mina magne- 
tica alle 12.25 del 12 al 
largo di Ras Taiunes. 


Giunto a Bengasi il 15 alle 
10.00 prosegue per Tripoli 
alle 16.00. 


Sostano a Pireo nei giorni 
14 € 15, a Corinto dal 16 
al 20, ed a Patrasso due 
ore il mattino del 21 pro- 
seguendo per Taranto col 
P.fo Rhea che si aggrega 
andando a Brindisi. 


Sosta brevemente a Messina. 


alle 07.30 del 14. 








Tp Clio. 


Attaccato, senza esito, da 2 
Smg alle 17.00 del 13 ed 


Il 18 alle 12.00 a Trt 
poli. 


Il 22 ore 16.30 a T= 
ranto. 


Il 14 ore 14.30 a Tu 
nisi. 


Il 15 ore 15.00 a Trt 
poli. 


Il 14 ore 11.00 a Br 
serta. 


Il 16 ore 18.00 a Trt 
poli. 


Tl 13 ore 23.06 a Na 
ob adi 








£6e 
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Segue: NovEMsrE 1942 


| 
Data, ora e localita 


di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 








Data, ora ¢ localita 
di arrivo 





Il 13 ore 12.00: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 


Il 13 ore 12.00: da Tri- 
poli per Buerat. 


Il 13 ore 14.10: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


Il 13 ore 13.20: da Por- 
to Empedocle per 
Tunisi. 


Mn Citta di Tunisi. 


P.fo Giuseppe Leva, 
P.fo ex jug. Salona. 


P.fo Scillin. 


My Cesira Curreri. 





Il 13 ore 17.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 13 ore 18.00: da Tri- 
poli per Buerat. 


Il 3 ore 23.00: da 
Trapani per Biserta. 


Il 14 ore 04.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


Il 14 ore 07.00: da Tri- 





poli per Trapani ¢| 
Palermo. 
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P.fo Emilio Morandi. 


Mv San Vincenzo, 
Mv Cuor di Gesu. 


Mv Sempre Avanti! 2 


P.fo Giuseppina. 


P.fo Gimma, 
P.fo XXI Aprile. 


Ct Folgore (c.s.), 
Tp Uragano 
o1.30 del 14). 


(dalle 


Tp Circe. 









Tp Medici. 


Palermo). 











Sorpreso verso le 19.45 del 


4 


Kuriat, 


a circa g mg. dall’isola 
dallo stesso Smg 


Safari, che aveva poco pri- 
ma affondato il Mv Bice, 


x 


c 


anch’esso affondato col 


cannone e col siluro tra le 


1g. 


45 € le 20.05; per effetto 


degli scoppi di numerosi 
proiettili e del violento 
cozzo dei due tronconi in 


cui la vecchia unita 


si 


spezzd per effetto del si- 
luro, si lamentano perdite 
umane elevate. 


in 
ta, 
Pe 


empitosi d’acqua affonda | 


= = Tamers 
ets =] 





ssembero del parm, 
efficienza non comple- 
sono sorprese da tem 


avverso; il Flavio Gioia 


alle 19.00 dello stesso 13, 
dopo trasbordato il perso- 
nale sul N. Sauro; il Rim 
Piave, sospinto da grosse 
ondate, incaglia a 10 mg. 
a ponente di Capo Misu- 
rata alle o1.50 del 16; V’al- 


tro 


Mv, per mare tempe- 


stoso, si perde nella baia 


di 


Marsa el Auegia nella 


notte sul 17. 








Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 
06.00 del 18 alle 03.30 
del 21. 


Pani nei giorni 15 ¢ ri 


Il 14 ore 11.30 a Be 
serta. 


Il 14 ore 17.00 a Bue- 
rat. 


Il 15 OF€ 09.00 2 Tu 


nisi. 





Il 16 ore 00.30 a Tet 
poli. 


Il 15 ore 08.30 a Bue 
Tat. 


Il 15 ore 06.30 a2 Be 
serta. 


Il 22 ore 08.00 a Tre 
pani. 


Tp Partenope (fno a) Sestano a Pantelleria e Tra | Il 17 ore 1145 Gime 


ma a Trapani ed 7 
17 ore 1800 XXI 
Aprile a Palermo. 

































































Segue: Novemsre 1942 


SS I eee 


Mercantili 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Scorta 





Annotazioni 





gbe 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 14 ore 12.40: da 
Bengasi per Ras 
Aali. 


Il 14 ore 16.30: da Ta- 


ranto per Tunisi. 


Il 14 ore 16.40: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 


Il 14 ore 17.45: da Tri- 
poli per Buerat. 


Il 14 ’ore 20.00: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 14 ore 20.30: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 04.20: da Pi- 
reo via Patrasso per 


Tripoli. 


My Littoria. 


P.fo. Sibilla. 


P.fo Volta. 


Mn D’Annu 





Il 15 ore 07.00: da Tri- 






Il 15 ore 12.00: da 


Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Hl 15 ore 15.15: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Tl 15 ore 15.30: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 15.45: da Na- 
poli per Tripoli. 









| 


nisi per Napoli. 


Mast Labor 


Mn Citta di 


P.fo ted. Hans Harp. 


Mn a. Barletta. 


Napoli. 


nzio. 


Pcist Abruzzi. 


P.fo ted. Menés. 


Mcist Ennio. 


Mv Gentile B. 


Mn Foscolo. 


P.fo Sirio. 


Il 15 ore 17.00: da Tu-| Mn aus. Brindisi. 


Hi 15 ore 17-15: da Bi| Mn Gitta di 
setta per Palermo ¢ Mn Caterina 


Napoli. 
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Tp Orsa. 


Tp Climene 
Cigno. 


(c.s.), 


Ct Lupo (c.s.), Fortu- 
nale. 








Tp Cito (es) 

Calliope (fino alle 
02.00 del 16), 

Climene (dalle 14.00 
del 16). 


Tp Aretusa. 


Ct Freccia (c.s.), (poi 
dalle 08.00 del 16 
Tp Ardito), 

Tp Castelfidardo (da 
Trapani). 








Tums, Cz Folgore (cs) 


4 


4 


} 


i 


Costa. Tp Urazers (Smo 2 
| ‘Nape 


meas 


Alle 22.20 del 16 & silurata 
da Smg inglese Urge pe- 
netrato nella rada di Ras 
Aali ed affonda. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 16.30 
del 14 alle 19.30 del 16. 


Sosta a Patrasso dalle 12.25 
alle 13.15 del 15. 


Sosta a Sfax dalle 18.00 del 


16 alle 06.00 del 21. 





Attaccati, senza e¢sito, da 
Smg alle 09.15 € alle 10.45 
del 16 al largo di Capo 


Bon. 


In cattivo stato, si perde il 
17 nella baia di Marsa el 
Auegia. 


| 


























Il 15 alle 08.10 a Ras 
Aali l’Hans Harp; 
V'Orsa prosegue per ! 
Tripoli alle 12.20 
del 15 e vi giunge 
alle 15.25 del 16. 


Il 17 ore o8!30 a Tu- ! 
nisi. | 


Il 15 ore 08.30 a Bi. | 
serta. ] 


Il 16 ore 18.00 a Bue- 
rat. 


Il 18 ore 10.20 a Tri ! 
poli. 


Il 17 ore 09.00 a Tri- 
poli. 


Il 17 ore 11.30 a Tri ] 


poli. 


Il 24 ore 17.10 a Tra 
ani. 








Hl 16 ore o&00 Labor 
a Biserta; alle 16.45 
Menés con Clio € 
Climene a Biserta: 

il 16 ore 15.30 Cak 

liope a Trapani per 


avarie. 





Il 18 ore 18.00 a Tx 
poli. 


Il 16 ore 22.30 a Tee 


poli. 
{ 
Il 18 ore 19.00 a Trt ; 
poli. = | 


Tl 36 ore 1840 a No 



































BS at gp Ge 
@ Tees 2 Pa 
aseid Garmp 
Goe=wm Gem « 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ‘e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 15 ore 17.30: da 
Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 20.15: da 
Trapani per Biserta. 





Il 15 ore 22.15: da Ta- 
ranto per Tripoli. 





i 16 ore 07.00: da N= 


poli per Biserta. 


Tl 16 ore 08.30: da 
Buerat per Tripoli. 


Il 16 ore 10.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 16 ore 10.00: da 
Trapani per Biserta. 

Il 16 ore 10.45: da 

Trapani per Sfax. 


Il x6 ore 20.00: da Bi- 
serta per Palermo. 


Tl 16 ore 22.00: da 
Trapani per Lampe- 
dusa - Tripoli. 





Il 17 ore 06.45: da Bi) 


sexta per Trapani. 
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Pcist Tanaro. 


Mn Narenta. 


Mcist Giulio Giordani. 





P.fo Giuseppe Leva, 
P.fo ex jug. Salona. 


P.fo Campania, 
P.fo ted. Rhea. 


My Fratelli Barracu. 


Mn ex fr. Mariska. 


Mn Citta di Napoli. 


Mn Lago Tana. 


Mn Narenta. 








Mn aus. Lago Zuai. 


Ct Bersagliere (c.s.), 
Ct Granatiere. 





Bombardie- 
re, Legionario (dalle 
17.00 del 16). 


Csmg Eso. 


Tp Groppo (c.s.), 
Tp Sirtori. 


Tp Clio. 





Mn aus. Lego Zust. | 


La scorta respinge col can- 
none un attacco di Smg 
emerso alle 10.00 del 16 
presso Isola dei Cani. 


Sorvegliata nei suoi movi- 
menti @ ripetutamente at- 
taccata da aerei dal pome- 
riggio del 17; colpita da 
un primo siluro circa alle 
22.00 nel punto 32°02’N 
15°25’E manovra per evi- 
tarne altri, mentre la scor- 
ta la occulta con cortine di 
nebbia; colpita da un nuo- 
vo siluro al centro a drit- 
ta, si incendia; poiché 
impossibile _circoscrivere 
Vincendio che si propaga 
rapidamente al restante ca- 
rico di quasi 7500 tonn. 
di benzina é lasciata dal- 
Vequipaggio ed affonda 

all’alba del 18 per l’esplo- 

sione di parte del carico. 





Attacchi senza esito di un 
aereo alle 11.57 del 16 € 


di un Smg alle 17.20 
del 16. 
Attaccata, senza esito, da 


Smg alle 07.30 del 17 al 
largo di Capo San Vito di 
Sicilia. 


Dopo una sosta a Pantelleria 


dalle 15.00 del 17 alle 
08.00 del 20, prosegue per 
ed é affondata 


da un siluro di aereo nel 
pomeriggio del 20. 


Il 19 ore 18.15 a Tri 
poli. 


Il 16 ore 14.00 a Bi 
serta. 





fi 17 ore o700 2 BE 
serta. 


Il 17 ore 14.30 a Tre 
poli. 


Il 17 ore 20.30 a Na 


poli. 


Il 17 ore 07.00 a Bi 
serta. 


Il 18 ore 15.15 a Sfax. 


Il 17 ore 10.30 a Pa 
lermo. 





oS Saree 
) P=. 


ww 
so 
o 


O6e 
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Segue: Novemsre 1942 


———— 


Data, ora e localita 











oa ee Data, ora ¢ localita 
:: Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni 3 = 
di partenza per di arrivo 
| 
Il 17 ore 16.30: da Tu-| Mn ex franc. Aprile. AlPimboccatura della rada di ! 
nisi per Tripoli. Goletta, alle 17.00 circa, | 
per forte esplosione a pop- 
pa, di prob. mina magne- | 
tica, affonda rapidamente. | 
: 
Il 18 ore 04.00: da Tri-| P.fo Pertusola. Il 19 ore 16.00 a Zuara. 
poli per Zuara. . : 


Il 18 ore 05.00: da Pa-| Mn Viminale, Ct Legionario (c.s.),| Attaccati, senza esito, da Il 19 ore 08.30 a Br 
lermo per Biserta. | Mn Puccini. Bombardiere, Smg alle 14.00 del 18 a 30 | _ serta. | 
Tp Groppo. mg. al largo di S. Vito 
siculo. é 
] 
Il 18 ore 12.00: da Bi-] Mcist Labor. Tp Pallade (fino a| Sosta a Tunisi per le condi- | Il 22 ore 13.00 a Pa | 
serta per Palermo. Tunisi), zioni del mare. lermo. | 
Tp Climene. | 
Il 18 ore 17.00: da Tu-| Mn aus. Barletia, Tp Perseo (fino alle ; Il 19 ore 12.00 a Pa | 
F nisi per Palermo. 18.30 del 18, per ’ lermo. 


condizioni mare). 


Il 18 ore 17.30: da Tri-| Mn Chisone, Tp Lupo (c.s.), Are-| Il convoglio transita, sostan- | Il 21 ore 17-45 a Na 
poli per Napoli. P.fo Veloce. tusa, : dovi qualche ora, da Lam- poli. 
Tp Orsa (fino alle] pedusa e Pantelleria nella 
14.40 del 21). giornata del 19. 








Il 18 ore 18.00: da 
Bengasi pe ‘ripoli. 














P.fo ted. Spezia. 






Il 21 ore 08.00 a Tri 










Hf 38 ore 19.00: da Pa-| Mn Cina di } t. | Ce Frees (es), Ve- Bi 19 ore 2200 2 Bi | 
lermo per Biserta. | lite. serta. 4 
Il 19 ore 17.00: da Por-| Mn Triglia. Sosta a Trapani dalle 15-30 | Il 23 ore 20.00 a Te 
to Empedocle per del 20 alle 09.00 del 21. nisi. 
Tunisi. 
Il 19 Ore 21.30: da Na-| Mn aus. Brindisi. Tp Lince. Sosta a Trapani nella gior-| Il 21 ore 20.00 2 Tee 
poli per Tripoli. nata del 20. poli. 
Tl 20 ore 09.30: da Bi-| Mn Viminale, Tp Groppo (c.s.),| Il pomeriggio del 20, sono | Il 21 ore 08.30 2 Pa 
serta per Palermo. | Mn Puccini. 


Perseo. attaccati da aerei, anche lermo. 


con mitragliamento, non 
subiscono danni, ma 1 
morto e 6 feriti gravi. 


Il 20 ore 12.40: da| P.fo Cerere. 


Mas 537 € Mas 534, 
Trapani per’ Biserta. 


per 4o mg. del per- 


corso. 


Il 21 ore 10.30 a Be | 
Serta. 


Il 20 ore 13.20: da Pa-| P.fo Sacro Cuore. “Tp Animoso (da Tri-| Per lieve collisione col P.fo 
lermo per Tripoli. 


Il 24 ore 07-45 a Trt 
poli dalle ors5o del} la Tp subisce qualche dan- i ae 















































poli. 
23). no all’opera morta. 
Il 20 ore 14.00: da Bi-| P.fo Sivigliano, | | Il 21 ore 1240 2 Tre 
serta Trapani. | P.fo Cernia. | | i ‘ 
per trap: | —— 
Il 20 ore 21-15: da Bi Mn Monginevro, | Ct Legionario (cs),) Alle 15.35 del 2x, A Ct Ve-| or exe a No 
serta per Napoli. | Mn Sestriare. Velite, Bombardicre.| ise, stexats dz Some 38) see 
| ( SS 2 suds Pick 2 
. mmexizep ad — 
: Ger 2 Nae oe cee 
; ale eam SE = =! 
sc 


Page 302-303 













































Page 304-305 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Segue: NoveMBRE 1942 


Data, ora e localita 








df psirenea en Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni pee | 
Il 21 ore o1.45: da| Mv Esmeralda. Il 22 ore 08.30 2 Tae 
Trapani per Tunisi. nisi. 
Il 21 ore 03.00: da Bi-| Mn Citta di Napoli. | Tp Climene. Il 22 ore 13-15 2 Pz 
serta per Palermo. lermo. 
Il 21 ore 03.20: da Pa-| P.fo Doris Usino. Il 24 ore 14.10 2 Tee 
lermo per Tripoli. poli. 
Il 21 ore 06.00: da} Pcist Aivaee, Sosta a Pantelleria dalle | Il 24 ore 17-10 a2 Tee 


Sfax per Trapani. 


Il 21 ore 07.00: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 


Il 21 ore 10.00: da Bi- 
serta per Trapani. 


Il: 21 ore 14.00: da 
Zuara per Palermo. 


Il 21 ore 17.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Il 21 ore 19.20: da Bi- 


serta per Napoli. 


Il 2% ore 20.30: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 21 ore 22.00: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 22 ore 05.40: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Il 22 ore 06.30: da Tri- 
poli per Palermo. 





Mn Caterina Costa. 
Mn Sempre Avanti! 
P.fo Pertusola. 
Mcist Labor. 


P.fo ted. Menes. 





My Seconda Lucia. 


Mv Anna. 








P.fo Giacoma. 


P.fo Numidia. 





Ct Corsaro (c.s.), Gio- 
bert. 


Ct Freccia (c.s.), 
Tp Pallade (da Tu- 


Tp Ardito (fino alle 
15-30 del 23), 

Ms. 37 ¢€ 32 (dal 
24 fino alla notte 
del 25), 

Mas 543 € Mas 547 
(dall’altezza di Capo 
S. Vito siculo). 





17.40 del 22 alle 04.45 
del 24. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 10.45 
del 24 alle 00.45 del 25. 









Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 19.40 


a Lampedusa fino al 28. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 13.15 
alle 18.00 del 22. 


Sosta a Pantelleria nel po- 
meriggio del 22; attaccato 
da Smg Urge (prob.) alle 
10.00 del 23 all’altezza del- 
la boa n. 7 delle Ker- 
kennah @ 
cannone. In soccorso si 
reca la nave salvataggio 
Meta. Il Smg & probabil- 
mente danneggiato dalla 
reazione del piroscafo. 


due 
14.40 del 23 mi- 
la Tp Ardito, 
causando 2 morti ed 11 
feriti; la Tp dirige per 
Trapani ove giunge alle 
01.35 del 24 ed il Numidia 


Con 1100 prigionieri; 
aerei alle 
tragliano 


is 
del 22 alle 18.00 del 23 ed | 


affondato col H 





si rifugia isolato a Susa | 


dalle 18.00 del 23 alle 10.00 | 


del 24, proseguendo coa la 
scorta alternata di sezioni 
di Mas: umo deg appe 

worried soudiacst aldioma | 
wo édie aa dct Tp i 


pani. 


Il 22 ore 07.50 a Be 
serta. 5 


Il 22 ore 13.25 2 Tee 
pani. 


Il 25 ore 09.30 2 Pa 
lermo. 

! 

Il 22 ore 13.00 2 Pa 

lermo. 


07.00 2 Na 


Il 23 ore 


poli. 











dicembre og 
08.15 a Tripoli. 


Il 25 ore 11.00 2 Ta 
poli. 


Il 26 ore 07.00 a Ba 
lermo. 
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Segue: NovemBre 1942 


ns Eee 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 22 ore 12.30: da 
Reggio per Biserta. 


Il 22 ore 16.30: da Bi- 
serta per Palermo. 


Il 22 ore 18.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta € 
Tunisi. 


Il 22 ore 23.30: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


Tl 23 ore 10.00: ° da 
Buerat per Tripoli. 


Il 24 ore 05.30: da Tri- 
poli per Palermo. 
(Convoglio «LL »). 


Il 24 ore 14.30: da Tu- 
nisi per Trapani. 








Tl 24 ore 14.45: da Tu- 
“nisi per Trapani. 


Tl 24 ore 15.00: da Bi- 
serta per Trapani. 


Ti 24 ore 20.00: da Tri- 
poli per Buerat. 


Tl 25 ore 01.45: da Pa 
lermo per Biserta. 


Tl 25 ore 04.30: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 





Il 25 ore 21.00: da Tri | Mn aus. Brindisi 
poli per Trapani. : 
Bi 26 ore o3-00: da Tri-| Pin Seba. 
poli per Trapani 
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Mn Aspromonte. 


P.fo Cerere, 


Mn aus. Barletta. 


P.fo Volta. 


My Littoria. 


P.fo Zenobia Martini, 
P.fo Giuseppe Leva. 


Mv Lina, 
My Cesira Curreri, 


Mv Gilda, 





My Eroe a: Caprera. 


Mn aus. Barletta. 
Mn Aspromonte. 


P.fo Algerino. 


P.fo XXI Aprile, 
P.fo Etruria, 

P.fo Carlo Zeno, 
Mz. 705 € Mz. 756. 


P.fo Honestas, 

P.fo S. Antioco, 

Mz. ted. 477 (da Tra- 
pani). 


gano. 


Tp Groppo (fino a 
Biserta). 


Tp Fortunale (fino al- 
le 22.00 del 25), 

Tp Circe (investita ed 
affondata alle or.45 
del 27). “ 





Ct Da Noli (c.s.), 
Tp Uragano. 


Csmg Eso. 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), 
Tp Groppo. 





Tp Proctone (c.s.), Ci- 
clone, Ardente (con 
poco personale del 
Reggimento «San 
Marco »). 


| Tp 4Ammee (cs) 
Medic 





Ct Procione (c.s.), Ci- 
clone, Ardente, Ura- 


Alle 14.25 @ attaccata senza 
esito, da Smg forse dan- 
neggiato dalla Tp r- 
dente. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 11.40 
alle 23.30 del 23. 


Alle 12.20 del 23 & attaccata, 
senza esito, da Smg. 


Sosta a Sfax dalle 09.00 alle 
13.00 del 23. 


Alle 12.20 del 23 é attaccato, 
senza esito da aerei presso 
Tagiura. 


Il convoglio « LL» incrocia 
la rotta col convoglio 
«G » (V. pid avanti). 









Alle 11.00 del 25, a 7 mg. a 
N di Capo Grosso di Le- 
vanzo, il Mv Eroe di Ca- 






fonda _rapidamente; 
sciando 4 naufraghi. 


la- 


Riunitasi in mare con Aspro- 
monte. 


Alle 10.00 del 25 il P.fo & 
colpito da bombe d’acreo 
ed affonda nella notte sul 
26 nei pressi di Zliten con 
parecchi feriti, non gravi, 
tra lequipaggio; la scorta 
tenta invano di rimor- 
chiarlo. 


Il convoglio & attaccato, sen- 
za esito, da Smg alle 12.00 
ed alle 13.50 del 25, al lar- 
go delle Egadi. 


contro mina in deriva, af 


Il 23 ore 18.45 a Bi 
serta. 


Il 24 ore 07.20 a Pa 
lermo. 


Il 23 ore 13.00 a Bi 
serta e alle 20.00 a 
Tunisi. 


Il 25 ore 16.40 a Tra 
pani. 


Il 25 ore 17.30 a Tri- 
poli. 


Il 27 ore 10.00 a P2- 
lermo. 


Il 25 ore 13.00 a Tra- 
pani. 















Il 25 ore 03.00 a Tra 
pani. 


Idem. 


Il 26 ore 12.00 a Be 
serta. 





Il convoglio @ ayvistato alle 
21-15 del 26 € ripetuta- 
mente attaccato, senza esi- 
to, da aerei, a partire dalle 


ore 2200. 


Beesi sos 2 Six ¢ Sea 


Il 27 ore 08.00 a Te 
nisi. 

iz ore 1430 2 Tre 
a 


Bot Geshe aoc 
> 2 Tapa 


bot 





~ 
c 
a 
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Segue: NovEMBRE 1942 
i noe 


Data, ora e localita Data, ora ¢ localita 





i Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni 
di partenza per di arrivo 
Il 26 ore 15.10: da Na-} Mn Monginevro, Ct Maestrale (c.s.), Il 27 ore 13.45 a Bi- 
poli per Biserta. Mn Sestriére. Grecale, Ascari,): serta. 
Camicia Nera. 
Il 26 ore 17.00: da Tri-| Mn frig. Emilio. Sosta a Pantelleria dalle | Il 30 ore 08.00 a Tra 


poli per Trapani. 16.30 alle 19.30 del 29. pani. 


La Mn € attaccata, senza 
esito, da aerosiluranti dalle 
21.30 alle 02.45 al largo di 
Biserta. 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), 
Tp Groppo. 


Il 27 ore 21.00 a Na 


poli. 


Il 26 ore 18.00: da Bi-] Mn Caterina Costa. 


serta per Napoli. 


Il 27 ore 04.50 Citta 
di Tunisi a Trapani 
con Climene; pro- 
segue alle 21.00 e 
arriva il 28 alle 13 
a Biserta. 

Il 28 alle 14.55 Citta 
di Napoli a Biserta. 
mentre i Ct ritorna- 
no a Palermo. 

Il 27 alle 10.00 il Fol- 
gore a Palermo. 


Alle o1.13 del 27 nel punto 
38°14/N, 12°27’E, nell’in- 
contro col convoglio «LL» 
(Martini e Leva) in arrivo 
a Palermo da Tripoli, la 
Tp Circe, per proprio er- 
rore di manovra, é investi- 
ta e tagliata in due dalla 
Citta di Tunisi; il Ct Fol- 
gore ricupera 99 naufraghi 
che trasporta a Palermo ¢ 
la Citta di Tunisi, per le 
lievi avarie ed infiltrazioni 
subite, sosta a Trapani fi- 
no alle 21.15 del 27, su- 

bendo poi violenti attac- 


Citta 
Citta 


Mn 
Mn 


di Napoli, 
di Tunisi. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.s.), 
Corazziere, Folgore, 

Tp Climene (dalle 
02.05 del 27). 


Il 26 ore 22.20: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 
(Convoglio « G »). 










































to della navigazione con 
la morte di due membri 
dell’equipaggio della Tp 
Climene, ma nessun dan- 
no al convoglio. 


Il 27 ore 17.00: da Tri-| Mn Foscolo. Tp Fortunale. Il 29 ore 05.00 2 N= 
poli per Napoli. poli. 
Mv 4rsia. - Il 2 dicembre ore 08.00 


Il 27 ore 19.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. a Trapani. 

Il 28 ore 12.15 a Bre 
serta. 


Si aggrega al convoglio Cit- 
ta di Tunisi-Climene col 
Folgore ¢ \VAnimoso in 
rinforzo della scorta. 


Il 27 ore 21.00: da| Mn aus. Brindisi. 


Trapani per Biserta. 


Tl 28 ore 11.00: da 


Mn ex franc. Mariska. 





Il 30 ore 07.15 2 Te 























Sfax per Tunisi. nisi. 
Il 28 ore 14.15:da Bi-| Mn Cista di Napoli. | Ct  Maestrale (c.s.), | Alle 22.40 del 28, nel punto 
serta per Palermo. Tp Animoso, 38°13’N, 12°20’E per urto 
Ct Folgore (dalle 20.00} contro mina in deriva la | 
del 28). motonave affonda in 50) 
minuti. 
Il 29 ore 03.00: da Tri-| P-fo Doris Ursizo- : Sosa 2 Paserlicin a 
poli per Palermo. ogee Hie Boo diy Gd a Palermo. 
. ceubee ed 2 Trapems Golie 
i agen del 2 ale 2e0n i 
: 
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Segue: NoveMBreE 1942 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e¢ localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 29 ore 16.30: da Bi- 
serta per Spezia e 
Civitavecchia. 


Mn Citta di Tunisi. 


Mn aus. Brindisi (fino 
alle 05.30 del 1° di- 
cembre), 

Tp Climene e Ms. 34 


Attaccata senza esito da som- 
mergibile 60 miglia per 
155° da Capo Carbonara. 


Il 1° dicembre ore 
13.30 Brindisi a Ci- 
vitavecchia ed il 1° 
dicembre ore 12.12 


fino alle 18.00. Citta di Tunisi a 
Spezia. 
Il 30 ore 03.00: da Pa-| P.fo Cerere, Il 1° dicembre ore 


lermo per Biserta. 


Il 30 ore 11.30: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Mz 705 e€ Mz ted. 
478 € 480. 


P.fo Audace. 


Alle ore 19.10 del 3 dicem- 
bre nel golfo di Hamma- 
met, attaccato da 3 aero- 
siluranti, @ colpito da un 
siluro al centro ed affon- 
da; parte dell’equipaggio 
si salva con mezzi di for- 
tuna. 


09.00 a Biserta. 






















Il 30 ore 14.30:da Na-| P.fo Arlesiana, Tp Sirio (c.s.), Il convoglio sosta a Trapani | Il 3 dicembre ore 15.45 
poli per Biserta e| P.fo Achille Lauro, | Tp Uragano (dalle| dalle 10.50 del 2. Alle Campania a Biserta. | 
Tunisi. (Convoglio| P.fo Campania, 07-10 del 1° dicem-| 19.00 del 2 partono Cam- | Il 3 dicembre ore 18.45 . 
«B»). P.fo ted. Menés, bre), . pania, Arlesiana, Lauro e Arlesiana e Lauro a | 
P.fo Lisboa. Tp Groppo, Orione,| Menés ed alle 12.20 del 5} Tunisi ed il 6 di- . 
] 


H 3 


Trapani per Tunisi. 


are 17-10: da 








P.io Valdirosa. 


vanti a Trapani do- 
ve entra la sera del 
1° dicembre). 








Pallade, 
Ct Maestrale, Ascari, 
Grecale (dalle 19.30 
del x° dicembre). 








Tp Mosto. 


cembre per avaria), 
Tp Ardente (dalle 
17.00 del 1° dicem- 


bre). 














Lisboa. 11 Menés, per pro- 
babile urto contro torpedi- 
ne, affonda, senza vittime, 
alle 14.15 del 3, in pros- 


sera del 1° dicembre nel 
tratto di percorso tra la Si- 
cilia e Pantelleria, e poi 
di nuovo nelle acque delle 
Kerkennah la sera del 2 
dicembre. Il Veloce, col- 
pito da siluro di aereo po- 
co dopo le 20.00, affonda. 
La Tp Lupo, mentre ricu- 
pera i naufraghi, é a sua 
volta affondata da unita 
della Forza K provenienti 
da Malta. La Tp Ardente, 
ricuperati i naufraghi delle 
due unita, dirige per Pa- 
lermo dove giunge il mat- 
tino del 4. 


cembre ore 16.00 


Lisboa a Susa. 








fl 1° dicembre ore 
17.20 a Tunisi. 













S 

@ Il 30 ore 23.00: da Na-| Mn Chisone, Tp Lupo (c.s.), Are-| Il convoglio, percorrente la | Il 3 dicembre ore 19.00 | 

2 i per Tripoli.| P.fo Veloce, tusa, Sagittario (fino| _rotta di ponente, & seguito | Chisone con Aretusa | 
3 (Convoglio «C»). | Cist Devoli (fino da-| alle 20.00 del 1° di-| da ricognitori nemici la| a Tripoli. 


= 





bof 
ee 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


MESE DI DICEMBRE 1942 


SS SS eee 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di arrivo 





Il 1° ore ooo: da 
Tripoli per Trapani. 


Tl 1° ore 07.30: da 
Tripoli per Trapani. 


Il 1° ore 09.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 
(Convoglio « G »). 


P.fo Sacro Cuore. 


Pcist Pro Patria. 


Pcist Giorgio. 





Il 1° ore 10.00: da Pa- 


Trapani per Tripoli. 


pani per Tripoli. 
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P.fo Aventino, 













P.fo ted. K.-T. 1, 


Mn Aspromonte (usci- 


ta da Trapani). 


Tl _x° ore 14.00: da} P.fo Minerva. 


Il 2 ore 01.10: da Tra-| P.fo Palmaiola. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Tp Climene. 











Ct Da Recco (c.s.), 





Ct Folzore, 


Tp Procione, 


| Tp Clio. 












E’ affondato alle 18.45 del 2 
col cannone dal Smg in- 
glese Umbra al largo di 
Susa. In soccorso da Tra- 
pani la nave salvataggio 
Meta. 


La piccola cisterna d’acqua, 
adibita ai rifornimenti nel 
porto di Tripoli, s’incaglia 
nel punto 33°17’N 11°21’E 
non lungi da Tripoli; di- 
sincagliata alle 15.00 del 4 
dal Rim Ciclope prosegue 
per Sfax per le riparazioni 
pid urgenti. 


La cisterna é attaccata a pid 
riprese da aerei, e colpita 
da siluro alle 22.15 in un 
punto a 44 mg. a ponente 
di Trapani,  incendiata 
pud essere rimorchiata dal- 
la Tp Climene e poi dal 
Rim Liguria portata ad 
incagliare a Punta Troia. 





(Per lo scontro con la Forza 
QO. V. cap TT). — = 





Sosta a Pantelleria e€ si uni- 
sce al P.fo Palmaiola alla 
sua partenza dall’isola. 


Sosta a Pantelleria per sfug- 
gire alla ricognizione ae- 
rea nemica: alle 12.00 del 
2 prosegue di conserva col 
Minerva; rintracciati dalla 
ricognizione aerea_ sono 
oggetto di ripetuti attac- 
chi aerei a partire dalle 
19.00 del 2; alle 22.00 il 
Palmaiola & colpito al cen- 
tro da siluro d’aereo e, 
carico di benzina in fusti, 
s'incendia ed affonda nel 
punto 34°o1’N, 11°52’E 
(paraggi delle Kerkennah). 

€ 22.15, non lontano 


dalla posizione preceden- 


Il 5 ore 10.00 a Sfax. 













Il 2 ore 08. 








fl 2 wa ke ae ioe 
le 2200 Ct Da Rec- 
co, Camicia Nera ¢ 


Tp Clio a Trapani. 





te, anche il Minerva 2 at 
taccato con bombe di aerei | 
ed anch’esso, carico di ben- | 
Zina in fest, Simcendiz ed | 
aired2 Ip sco di 
senioghi speggeere Lo 
No Mea 


45 Tp Pro- 






















orf 
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Segue: Dicempre 1942 





a 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 2 ore 01.20: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Il 2 ore 01.20: da Tra- 
pani per Biserta. 


Il 2 ore 02.00: da Ta- 
ranto per Tunisi. 


Il 2 ore 04.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Il 2 ore 07.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Il 2 ore 07.50: da Tra- 
pani per Biserta. 


Il 2 ore 18.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 











Il 3 ore 06.15: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Il 3 ore 06.30: da Pa- 





Il 3 ore 06.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Sfax. 


Il 4 ore 03.30: da Tu- 
nisi per Napoli. 


Il 4 ore 10.00: da Bi- 
serta per Palermo. 


Il 4 ore 12.30: da Tri- 
poli per Napoli. 





Tl 4 ore 13.00: da Bi 
serta per Palermo. 


Il 4 ore 16.40: da Na 
poli. per -Biserta. 


Ii 4 ce 17-00: da Br} 
sz pa N 
: 


4 
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Mv Margherita. 


My Venere. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 


Mv Eleonora Rosa. 


My Cesira Curreri. 


Mv Sempre Avanti! 


P.fo Ascianghi. 


Mv Giorgio Gilda. 


P.fo Petsamo (F.64). |- 


Mv Lina. 


P.fo Honestas, 
P.fo Sant’ Antioco. 


P.fo Carlo Zeno. 


Mn Col di Lana. 


P.fo XXI Aprile. 
Mn Caterina Costa. 


Mosgizezro, © 


Mn 
Ma Sesmiére. 


Ct Alpino (c.s.), fino a 
Trapani, poi 

Ct Granatiere (c.s.), 
Saetta, 

Tp Partenope, Perseo 
(dalle 16.30 del 3). 





Tp Groppo (.s.), 


Orione. 


Tp Aretusa (c.s.), San 
Martino (fino alle 
19.50 del 4), una 
Ms tedesca fino a 
Trapani. 


Tp Climene. 





Ct Aviere (cs), Ge 
| mere. 








| 


| & Falgere (ex) 
| Tp Uengens, tute 


Sosta a Messina dalle 03.00 
alle 16.30 del 3 € transita 
da Trapani nelle prime 
ore del 4; & oggetto di at- 
tacco, senza esito, da Smg 


alle 09.30 del 4. 







Attaccati, senza esito, 
Smg alle 17.15 del 4 al lar- 
go di Marettimo ed alle 
15.20 del 5 al largo di 
Capri. 


Con materiale vario dello 
sgombero di Tripoli e 2000 
prigionieri; € oggetto di 
attacco senza esito, nel po- 
meriggio del 5 da aerei a 
bassa quota respinti e dan- 
neggiati dalle armi di bor- 
do; solo la Tp riporta 
qualche danno, due morti 
€ vari feriti che sbarca a 
Trapani. 


La Mp é attaceatz, senza est 
to da 16 bombandicri alle 
wp 2 bee S Cp 








da 


Il 4 ore 08.00 a Tunisi. 


Il 4 ore 18.00 a Be 
serta. 


Il 4 ore 16.30 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 3 ore 08.00 a Te - 


nisi. 


Il 3 ore 14.00 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 3 ore 20.00 a Bi 
serta. 


Il 5 ore 08.30 a Tra 
pani. 


Il 4 ore 12.00 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 5 ore: 19.00 a Sfax. 





fl 6 ore 15-00 a Six 


Il 5 ore 20.00 a Na 
poli. 


Il 5 ore 10.30 a Pa 
lermo. 


Il 7 ore 2200 a Nz 
poli. 





| Il 6 ore oo03 a Pa 
lermo. : 


ps aoe a Fe 
lemo. 


B 5 ae 222 2 No 
pak. 






eit 






























































USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Segue: Dicempre 1942 





=a Ges 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 5 ore 08.40: da Tu- 


nisi per Trapani. 


Il 5 ore 18.00: da Tri- 


poli per Trapani. 


Il 7 ore 02.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 


L’8 ore 11.30: da Tri- 
poli per Susa, 


L’8 ore 15.00: da Tra- 
pani per Susa. 


L’8 ore 16.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 


Il 9 ore 06.25: da Ca- 
gliari per Tripoli. 


Il g ore 08.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 


Il 9 ore 10.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Napoli. 


Il 9 ore 12.20: da Pa- 


lermo per Tunisi. 


Tl ro ore 05.30: da 
Sfax per Trapani. 


Il ro ore 15.30: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 





Mcist ex fran. Noroit 
e Sudest. 


Mv Anna Maria, 
Mv Seconda Lucia. 


Mn Calino. 


Mn Assab. 


P.fo ted. Suellberg. 


Ct Saetta (c.s.), 
Tp Procione. 


Rim Vega. 


Tp Pallade. 








P.fo ted. Rhea, 








| 
| 


4 Mz ted. 


P.fo Docilitas. 


P.fo Savigliano. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 


P.fo Numidia, 
Mcist Caucaso. 


P.fo Petsamo (F. 64). 


Mn Monginevro. 


Tp Castelfidardo, 
1/2 sq. Mas ted. 


Tp. Pallade. 


Tp Climene (c.s.), Ar- 
dente. 


Ct Maestrale 
Gioberti. 


(c.s.), 





Il to ore 17.30: da Tri: | My Giaseppiz«| 
= i : 


poli per Suss. 
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Chiesa. 


: 


AlPuscita del Canale di Tu- 
nisi la Cist Noroit & af- 
fondata da mina magneti- 
ca nemica. 


L’Anna Maria era a rimor- 
chio del Vega. Il giorno 
8 nel golfo di Hamma- 
met, mollato il rimorchio 
a causa del mare grosso, 
dava fondo vicino alla co- 
sta, dove incagliava per 
rottura della catena delle 
ancore. 


In navigazione subisce alcu- 
ni danni da bombarda- 
menti aerei, dopo essere 
stato a ridosso dal tempo 
pessimo nel golfo di Ham- 
mamet. 


Affondato, con esplosione di 
parte del carico, per siluro 
di Smg alle 11.00 del 9 nel 
golfo di Hammamet; in 





Il 6 ore 11.50 Sudest 
a Trapani e 19.35 2 
Palermo. 


L’8 il Santa Lucia 2 
Sfax. 


serta. 


L’11 ore 11.30 a Susa. 





soccorso é inviato il Rim 
Vega da Biserta. 





Sosta a Trapani dalle 11.00 | 
alle 21.30 dell’11. 





Sosta a Trapani dalle 15.00 
del 10 alle 19.00 del 13 ed 
a Sfax dalle 20.00 del 14 
alle 14.00 del 18. 


y 


Il convoglio & oggetto di 
attacchi aerei, senza esito, 
all’arrivo in porto. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 
1g.o0 dell’1r alle 19.00 
del 12. 


Con a bordo i contingenti 
per armare il naviglio 
francese catturato in Tu- 
nisia; € attaccato, senza 
esito, da aerosiluranti alle | 
03.30 dell’rxr € con mitra- 


danni, 















Il 12 ore 15.00 a BE 
Serta. 

Il 19 ore 12.15 a Trt 
poli. 

Il 10 ore 16.30 a Te 
nisi. 

Il to ore 10.10 a No 
poli. 

Il ro ore 18.45 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 13 ore 07.15 a Tra 
pani. 


Ltr ore 19.00 a Bt 
serta. 


| Micragiies, semza exit, da Hl 13 axe 1000 2 Sasa. 


(ac eo 


ie mage 
— : i 


Il 7 ore 15.15 a Be : 


Git 
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Segue: Dicempre 1942 


Se Pe hh 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data,-ora ¢ localits 
di arrivo 





Il 12 ore 05.20: da 
Palermo per Susa. 


da 


Il 12 ore 12.20: 
Trapani per Susa. 


Il 12 ore 08.00: da 
Tunisi per Tripoli. 


Mv 


Il 12 ore 12.30: da 
Napoli per Tunisi. 


Il 13 ore 12.30: da 
Trapani per Tunisi. 


Il 13 ore 14.00; da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


P.fo 
P.fo 


Il 13 ore 15.15: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 
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P.fo ted. Macedonia. 


Mcist ted. Jaedjoer. 


Eleonora Rosa. 


P.fo Honestas, 
P.fo Castelverde. 


Mv Esmeralda. 


My Eufrasia. 


Sant’ Antioco, 
ted. Brott. 


Tp Cigno, 
4 Ms ted. (dalle 07.00 
del 14). 


Tp Ardito (c.s.), For- 
tunale, 





Tp Groppo (c.s.), 


Ortone. 





Il convoglio si forma all’al- 
tezza di Trapani ma la 
Cist. con avaria in macchi- 
na ritarda il percorso, co- 
stringendo la Tp di scorta 
a postarsi continuamente 
tra le due unita; alle 15.30 
del 13 il P.fo Macedonia, 
a 4 mg. da Susa, colpito 
da siluro di Smg, affonda 
a 1,5 mg. a N di Susa. 


Con carico di benzina; sosta 
a Sfax e Zuara da dove 
riparte alle 06.20 del 27, 
ma mezz’ora pit tardi a 
5 mg. a levante del faro 
€ sorpreso, cannoneggiato 
ed incendiato dal Smg Sa- 
fari emerso all’improvviso. 


Il convoglio sosta a Trapani 
dalle 17.30 del 13 alle 
00.30 del 14; sfuggito dap- 
prima ad un primo attac- 
co di Smg alle 11.30 del 
14, nel successivo attacco 
delle 14.00, nei paraggi di 





Capo Bon, l’Honestas & 
alla dritta da due 


colpito su 


siluri, forse di due Smg 


ed affonda alle 14.30; alle | 


14.30 sempre del giorno 
14 anche il Castelverde & 
colpito da due siluri di 
Smg sulla dritta e poco 
dopo, alle 16.00, da un ter- 
zo siluro che ne determi- 
na il rapido affondamento. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 
07.00 del 14 alle 16.30 del 
17, & sorpreso ed affonda- 
to col cannone dal Smg in- 
glese Safari alle 15.00 del 
18 nel golfo di Hamma- 
met. : 


Il P.fo Sant’Antioco, a 35 
mg. a NW di Capo Bon 
alle 13.33 del 15 & colpito 
da siluro di Smg ingl.; il 
carico di benzina in fusti 
é incendiato ed il P.fo af 
fonda rapidamente mentre 
la Tp Groppo da la caccia 
al Smg e probabilmente lo 
danneggia. Al soccorso dei 





Il 13 ore 19.00 Mace- 
donia affonda a mg. 
15 dalla rada da 


Susa. 


Il 14 Jaedjoer a2 Sx 
sa, rimorchiata dalla 
Tp Cigno. 








bb sq. Ge Aseari-Corez- 
- a = : 
& Ta 


Il 14 ore 13.00 2 Te 
nisi. 


Il 16 ore 16.00 Brott 2 
Biserta. 
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—————_—-7—eooO 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Tl 13 ore 19.00: da 
Napoli per Tripoli. 


Il 13 ore 20.00: da 
Susa per Palermo. 





Tl 14 ore 07.15: da 
Trapani per Tripoli. 


Ga 


Tunisi per Biserta. 


Ht rq ore 08.30: 
Tl 14 ore 13.47: da 
Susa per Trapani. 


Tl 14 ore 16.00: da 
Tunisi per Palermo. 


Tl 16 ore 03.00: da 
Palermo per Susa. 


Tl 16 ore 10.40: da 
Biserta per Napoli. 


Tl 16 ore 14.30: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 
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Mn Foscolo. 


P.fo ted. Lisboa. 


Mv Santa Maria. 


— _ 


P.fo Stetgitano. 


P.fo Assab. 


P.fo Achille Lauro. 


P.fo Giuseppe Leva. 


P.fo Campania, 
P.fo ted. Rhea. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 





Ct Freccia (da Tra- 
pani), 

una sq. Vas ted. (4 
unita). 


Tp Cigno (fino alle 
03.00 del 14). 


Tp Cigno. 


Tp Calliope (fino a 
Trapani), 

Tp Ardito (da Tra- 
pani). 


Tp Groppo (c.s.), Sir- 


tort. 


Ct Aviere (c.s.), Ca- 
micia Nera. 





Fatto segno a ricerche con 
radiolocalizzatori fin dal 
passaggio delle ostruzioni 
di Trapani, (ore 18.30 del 
16) & costantemente segui- 
to da ricognitori dalle 
19.00 alle 21.10, finché no- 
nostante le cortine protet- 
tive di nebbia artificiale 
nel punto 37°33’N, 12° 
02’E (mg. 25. per SW da 
Capo Lilibeo) é colpito a 





poppa a dritta (stiva 5) da 
un siluro dei numerosi 
lanciati da  aerosiluranti; 
Vincendio del carico di 
benzina sia a bordo che 
nelle acque circostanti ren- 
dono dapprima difficile ¢ 
poi impossibile il salvatag- 
gio della nave che affonda 
dopo circa un’ora. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 16.30 
del 16 alle 08.00 del 17. 


Affondato da bombe d’aerei 
nel pomeriggio del 15 nel 
golfo di 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 09.00 
alle 12.00 del 16. 


Attaccati il 16, senza esito, 
da aerei alle 12.10 al largo 
di Biserta e da Smg con 2 
siluri, alle 17.30 a 4o mg. 
a N di Capo Bon. 


Alle 11.15 del 17 in 38°00’N, 
10°05’E l’Aviere in for- 
mazione di scorta poppie- 
ra, é colpito da due siluri 
del Smg ingl. Splendid e 
per l’esplosione del 





Il 17 ore 15.00 a Pa 
lermo. 


fl 14 ore 14.30 a Bre 
Serta. 


Il 15 ore 11.50 a Tre 
pani. 


Il 15 ore 19.00 a Pa 
lermo. 


Il 17 ore 15.00 a Susa. 


Il 17 ore 20.30 a No 
poli. 


Il 17 ore 16.45 Ankarz 
¢ Camicia Nera a 
Biserta. 


= | 
| 
= 


Ort 


4 
4 


| 
| 
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Segue: Dicemsre 1942 


SSS EEE Eee 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 





Il 17 ore 05.30: da 
Palermo per Tripoli. 


Il 17 ore 09.00: da 
Taranto per Susa. 


Il 18 ore 06.00: da 
Palermo per Biserta. 


Il 18 ore 18.00: da 
Tunisi per Palermo. 


Il 19 ore 02.00: da 
Palermo per Biserta 
e Tunisi. 





Il 19 ore 07.15: da 
Palermo per Susa. 


Tl 20 ore 03.30: da 
Biserta per Palermo. 


Il 20 ore 05.00: da 
Susa per Tripoli. 


Tl 21 ore 07.00: da 
Trapani per Biserta. 


Tl ar ore 07.15: da 
Palermo per Biserta.| 4 





Trapani per Susa. 
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P.fo ted. Dora. 


P.fo Anna Maria. 


Mn Viminale, 
P.fo Numidia. 


Mn Mario Roselli, 
Mn Alfredo Oriani, 
Mn Calino. 


P.fo Armando. 
Mn Viminale. 


P.fo ted. Dora. 


Mn Fratelli Barrera. 


P.fo Etruria, 


motozattere ted. 


Ho 2a ore 07-30: da} Mv Dm magn Re 


sua S. (Dm. 23} 


- 


Vas 207, 213, 229, 

Tp Fortunale (dal 
largo di Trapani), 

Tp Ardito (dal largo 
di Susa). 


Tp Bassini (fino a Pa- 
lermo), 

Tp Fortunale (dalle 
06.30 del 22). 


Tp Sagittario (in ra- 
strello antisom). 

Tp Cigno. 

Ct Geniere (c.s.), Gio- 


berti, Lampo; 
Tp Clio. 








} 





| 


Tp Fortunale (dalle | 
17.30 del 19). 


Ct Lampo. 


Tp Ardito (c.s.), 
Tp Bassini. 





segue le navigazione col- 
l Ankara ed evita altro at- 
tacco di Smg alle 12.30 
del 17. 


Le Vas lasciano la scorta al- 
Paltezza di Punta Barone; 
Fortunale e Ardito, entra- 
to il P.fo a Susa, restano 
ad eseguire rastrello anti- 
som fra Susa e Trapani. 


Sosta tra Messina e Palermo 
dalle 19.00 del 18 alle 06.30 
del 22 € si ridossa a Pan- 
telleria fino alle 05.30 
del 23. 





Il Ct Camicia Nera pro- | 


Il 18 ore 12.45 a Susa 
il solo piroscafo. 


Il 23 ore 16.00 a Susa: 


Il 19 ore 09.00 2 Be 
serta. 


Il 20 ore 03.25 a P= 
lermo. 

Il 19 ore 17.25 Genie= 
re, Gioberti ¢ Mario 





Si ridossa dapprima a Mo- 
nastir, per condizioni di 
mare € ne riparte alle 
20.00; prima di essere rag- 
giunto dalla scorta da Bi- 
serta, alle or.oo del a1 & 
sorpreso da una formazio- 
ne nemica di due Inc e 
due Ct ed affondato in po- 
co tempo all’altezza di 
Ras Turgoeness. 


Il P.fo & oggetto di attacchi 
senza esito, da Smg alle 
00.45 al largo di Maretti- 
mo, e da aeréi alle o1.45 
del 22; ma alle 02.30 suc- 
cessive, colpito da siluro 





Roselli a Biserta ed 
il 19 ore 18.20 Lans- 
po, -Clio, Alfredo 
re Tunis 


Il 20 ore 09.30 2 Susa 


Il 21 ore 09.00 a2 Pa 
lermo. 


Il 22 ore 15.30 2 BE 
serta. 


Il 22 ore 24.00 le 4 
Mz ted. a Trapani. 















































ree 
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Segue: Dicemeze 1942 





G partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


| Data, or2 ¢ loco 


G arrvo 





Il 22 ore 06.30: da 
Palermo pér Susa. 


Il 22 ore 12.00: da 
Biserta per Palermo. 


Il 22 ore 15.30: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 


P.fo Anna Maria. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 


Mn Caterina Costa. 


Il_22 ore 17.35: da| Mn Calino. 
Biserta per Palermo. 
Il 22 ore 22.00: da} P.fo Volta. 


Tripoli per Trapani. 


Il 23 ore 10.30: da 
Napoli per Tunisi. 


Tl 23 ore 21.00: da 
Palermo per Biserta. 


Mn Col di Lana, 
P.fo ted. K.T. 2. 


Mn Viminale. 





Il 23 ore 16.00: da 
Susa per Palermo. 


Tl 23 ore 22.30: da 
Tripoli per Trapani. 


Tl 24 ore 06.00: da 
Biserta per Napoli. 


Tl 24 ore 07.30: da 
Taranto per Tunisi. 





| 


Mcist ted. Leda. 


P.fo ex jug. Salona. 


Mn Mario Roselli. 


P.fo Iseo, 
I motozattera ted. 


Hl 24 ore: 10-49: da| Péo XXI Aprile, 
Palermo per Tunisi.| Pfo Carlo Zezo, 


i4 
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motozattere ted. 





Tp Fortunale. 


Ct Granatiere (c.s.), 
Bersagliere. 


Ct Geniere (c.s. fino 
alle 04.30 del 23), 
Camicia Nera, 

Ct Bombardiere (c.s. 
da Biserta ore 09.00 
del 23). 

Tp Ardito (c.s.), 


Tp ex franc. Bombar- 
de, La  Pomone, 
Iphigénie. 


Csmg Cotugno. 


Tp Sirio, Perseo. 








Sosta a Pantelleria, per con- 
dizioni di mare dalle 
23.30 del 22 alle 05.45 
del 23. 


Sosta a Sfax nei giorni 23 
€ 24. 


Il convoglio si riunisce col 
Ct Lampo c.s., all’alba del 









Ct Lampo (c.s.). 





Cann. Alula. 


. 


Ct Bombardiere (c.s.), 
Camicia Nera. 


Tp Mosto 
Messina), 

Tp Partenope (fino a 
Trapani), 

Ct Freccia (da Tra- 
pani). 


(fino a 








: 





Il 23 ore 16.00 2 Sasa. 


Il 23 ore 05.40 a Pa 


lermo. 


Tl 23 ore 17.00 a Be 
serta. 


Il 23 ore 18.40 a P2 
lermo. 


Il 25 ore 16.40 a Tre 
pani. 


Tl 24 ore 19.00 a BE 
serta. 





24 € si divide per le rispet- 
tive destinazioni verso le 
12.00 successive; é oggetto 


di attacchi, senza esito, di 


Smg alle 10.00 del 24 al 
largo di Capo Bon, il Smg 
é probabilmente danneg- 
giato dalla Tp Perseo. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 
12.00 del 24 alle 02.00 
del 26. 


Sosta a Susa nei giorni 26 e 
27 ed a Pantelleria dal 28 
alle 07.15 del 6 gennaio 
1943- 


Sosta a Messina nel pome- 
tiggio del 25 ed a Trapani 
dalle 16.00 del 27 alle 
18.35 del 28; ricercato dal- 
la ricognizione aerea dalle 
02.30 del 29, alle 03.00 nel 
punto 37°12’N, 11°37/E 
(28 mg. circa a levante di 
Capo Bon) é@ colpito al 
centro dr. da siluro d’ae- 
reo ¢ subisce una violenta 
esplosione che l'affonda in 
ua minuto circa. 





| Tp Anise (<<), 4| Ml comple sues 2 Tisponi 
deme. -) dilie 


Bp de woo dl 
2¢ ost ad cop S eo 
is Me ri == bs Tp 








Il 27 ore 10.00 a P= 
lermo. 


Il 6 gennaio 1943 ore 
15-15 a Trapani 


Il 25 ore 0300 2 Ne 
poli. 


Hi 2 ore 550 2 Te 
nis 
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Segue: Dicewsre 1942 


Data, ora e localiti | 


di partenza per | 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 24 ore 12.00: da 
Tunisi per Palermo. 


Il 26 ore 08.00: 
Biserta per Tunisi. 


Il 26 ore 20.00: da 
Palermo per Tripoli. 


Il 27 ore 11.30: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 


Il 27 ore 20.00: da 
Brindisi per Biserta. 


BH 27 ore 22.30: da 


Tripoli per Trapani. 


Tl 28 ore 00.15: da 
Biserta per Tunisi. 


Il 28 ore 16.00: da 
Biserta per Palermo. 


Tl 28 ore 17.00: da 
Brindisi per Biserta. 


da 


Mn Manzoni. 


Mn Alfredo Oriani. 


Mv Margherit 
(0. 97). 


P.fo ted. Gran. 





Mn ted. Ruhr. 


P.fo 


nari. 


Torquato Gen- 


P.fo Sivigliano. 


Mn Caterina Costa. 


P.fo Zenobia Martini. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.s.), Da 
Noli, Zeno, 


a 


Ct Orione (fino presso 
Sfax), 

Tp San Martino (pro- 
veniente da Tripoli, 
dalle ore 16.25 del 
31). 


Tp Pallade, 


Prestinari; alle 12.00 del 
25 il convoglio & attaccato, 
senza esito, da Smg che la 
Tp Ardente da per affon- 
dato, senza peraltro con- 


Sa 


ferma. 


Transita da Biserta nel po- 
meriggio del 24. 


Attaccato ed affondato con 
cannone dal Smg inglese 
P.45 Unrivalled alle 14.00 
del 26 a mg. 4 a N di 
Mehedia. 


Sosta. a Pantelleria dalle 
o1.05 alle 09.50 del 28 ed 
a Sfax dalle 09.30 alle 


13.45 del 30. 


Alle 06.00 del 28, a circa 12 





Ct Lampo (cs. dalle 
24.00 del 27), * 


r 


Tp Audace, Stocco 
(fino a Messina), 
Tp Ardente (c.s.), 
Audace, Ardito (f- 
no a Palermo). 


Csmg Unie. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 

Tp Pallade (da Biser- 
ta) poi 

Ct Bersagliere (c.s.), 
°Ct Mitragliere (da Tu- 
nisi a Palermo) poi 
Ct Corsaro (c.s.), Mae- 
strale (da Palermo 
a Napoli). 
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Tp Pilo (fino a Mes- 

Tp Bassini (fno a P= 
lermo) ; 

Tp Sirio (da Palermo} 


mg. a N di Marettimo & 
colpito da siluro di Smg 
che provoca una violenta 
esplosione con conseguente 
apido 


aitondamento. 





Sosta a Palermo dalle 03.15 
alle 18.30 del 30, unendosi | 
al convoglio dei P.fi ted. 
Stella e Rhea con Freccia 
e Perseo proveniente da 
Napoli ¢ se ne separa alle 
12.00 del 31 per la propria 
destinazione. 


E’ affondato da siluro di 
Smg alle 09.00 del 29 nel 
punto 34°20’N, 10°49/E 
(circa) a S delle Kerken- 
nah. 





P2 
29 


i 


Il 25 ore 02.00 2 Pa 
lermo. 


Il 31 ore 18.15 a Tr 
poli. 





Il 31 ore 37-10 a BE 
serta. 


Il 30 ore 07.00 a Te 


nisi. 


Il 29 ore 05.00 a Pa 
lermo. 


Tl 30 ore 17.00 a Bi 


Serta. 


Gee 
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Segue: Dictveat 1942 





Data, ora ¢ localita 


Mercantili 


Scorta Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localS 





G partenza per & arrive 
| ] 
Il 28 ore 18.30: da| P.fo Iseo. Ct Freccia. | Iseo affondato da un aereo 
Trapani per Tunisi. silurante alle 03.00 del 29. 
Il 29 ore 04.30: da| P.fo K.T. 2. Tp Orione (fino alle| Sosta a Sfax dalle 08.00 alle | Il 3: ore 15.40 2 Ta 


Susa per Tripoli. 


Il 29 ore 07.00: da 
Napoli per Tunisi. 


Il 29 ore 10.00: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 


Il 29 ore 10.10: da 
Tunisi per Palermo. 





Il 30 ore 02.00: da 





Hi 30 ore 19.00: da 


Susa per Tripoli. 
HB 30 ore 23.00: da 
Biserta per Palermo. 


H 31 ore 08.00: da 
Biserta per Napoli. 





H 31 ore o915: da 
Tunisi per Palermo. | 





q 
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P.fo ted. Stella, 
P.fo ted. Rhea. 


Mn Mario Roselli. 


P.fo XXI Aprile. 


Mn 


Mv Maddalena. 


Mn Viminale. 


Mn ex 
Balzac. 


franc. 


| Mn Col di Lana. 


Alfredo Oriani. 


M. 





| Tp Sirio, Pallade. 


| Tp 





13.30 del 29), 13.45 del 30. 
Tp San Martino (pro- 
veniente da Tripoli) 
dalle 08.30 alle 15.25 


del 31. 





Palermo dalle 
07.15 alle 18.00 del 30 ¢€ 
proseguono in convoglio 
con la Mn ted. Ruhr fino 
alle 12.00 del 31. 


Ct Freccia (c.s. fino] Sostano a 
alle 07.35 del 31), 
Tp Perseo, Animoso, 
Ardente, Ardito. 


Ct Maestrale (c.s.), 
Corsaro, Ms 33 ¢€ 
16 (da Biserta dalle 
14.30 alle 17.30 del 
30). 


Sosta a Palermo dalle 21.30 
del 29 alle 02.00 del 30 
-unendosi al —_convoglio 
Oriani e Mario Roselli. 


Ct Legionario (c.s.), 
Granatiere, Bombar- 
diere (dalla missio- 
ne a Tunisi). 





Ct Maestrale (c.s.),| S’unisce in convoglio con le 


rsaro, 14amnpo n LZOMti € . = 


te affluire a Palermo con 
le relative scorte; il con- 


voglio subisce attacchi ae- 
rei, senza esito. 


Unrivalled. 
Ct Maestrale (c.s.), 
Corsaro (dalle 23.30 
del 30). 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Tp Sirio, Pallade. 
Animoso (c.s.), 
Perseo. 





Affondato dal Smg inglese | 


| 








poli. 


Il 31 ore 17.00 a Tu 
nisi. 


Il 30 ore 17.00 a Bi 
serta. 


Il 30 ore 16.00 a Pa 
lermo. 


Il 30 ore 17.00 a Bi 


_serta. — 


Il 31 ore 16.00 a2 P2 


lermo. 
Il 1° gennaio 1943 ore 
08.30 a Napoli. 


Tl 1° gennaio 1943 ore 
13.00 a Palermo. 


get 


dct 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


MESE DI GENNAIO 1943 





Mercantili 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locals 
Gi anivo 





Il x° ore 01.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Il 1° ore 17.00: da Tri- 
poli per Palermo. 


Il 2 ore 18.00: da Su- 
sa per Trapani. 


Ti 2 ore 18.00: da Tri- 
poli per Zuara. 


Tl 5 oré 12.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 5 ore 19.00: da Zua- 
ra per Trapani. 





vi 


Il 5 ore 19.00: da Trt 
poli per Palermo. 


Il 5 ore 22.00: da Pa- 


lermo per Biserta. | 


Il 6 ore 15.45: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 





P.fo ted. Gerd. 


Mn Chisone. 


My Fratelli Barrera. 


My Littoria, 
My Anna Madre. 


Mn Mario Roselli, 
Mn Alfredo Oriani, 
Mn Manzoni. 


My Littoria, 
My Anna Madre. 


Mn ted. K.T-2. 


Mn Calino, 
Mn ted. Ankara. 


Peist Teodolinda 


(0.3), 
Rim aus. 
(R.97); ; 
My drag aus. Maria 
di Piedigrotta. 


Genova 





Tp Fortunale. 


Tp Orione (fino alle 
13.00 del 3 per con- 
dizioni di mare). 


Tp Ardito (c.s.), 
Tp Ardente. 


Vas ted. 207 € 276. 


Tp Saetta (c.s.), 





Il 6 ore 16.30: da Bi | Mn ted. Ruhr coi Smg | Tp Groppo (cs), 
franc. Phogue ¢ Sa-| Tp Animoso. 


sexta per Palermo c 


Napoli. 
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phsr- 


| 
i 
| 


Tp Groppo, Animoso. | 


= 
Sosta a Favignana dalla mez- 
zanotte del 2 alle 11.00 del 
33 @ attaccato senza esito, 
da aerei alle 22.00 del 2. 


Alle 19.15 del 2 @ attaccato 
da aerei a bassa quota, nel- 
la manovra di scampo in- 
caglia presso Capo Herglas 
(Golfo di Hammamet), si 
disincaglia coi propri mez- 
zi alle 07.30 del 5 e dirige 
per Pantelleria ove sosta 
dalle 18.00 alle 24.00 del 6. 


Nella stessa notte del 5, per 
probabile urto contro tor- 
pedini ancorate od in de- 

riva, affondano non lonta- 





Ale 25 G1 6 & peo 
unita (80 ts.L), per ava 








ria a una stiva allagata | 
| ia sul fondo nei pres | 
| si delle Kerkennah, ma re- | 


| cuperata @ poi trasferita a 
Susa. 


Alle 16.30 dell’rr & attacca- 
to da Smg (probabilmente 
Vinglese Unrivalled) in su- 
perficie, il quale affonda il 
rimorchiatore; le altre uni- 
ta rientrano a Susa. Il My 
ne riparte alle 06.00 del 18 
e dopo breve sosta a Pan- 
telleria raggiunge la desti- 
nazione; la piccola Cist 
(361 t.s.L) vuota, partita al 
mattino del 25 alle 13.00 
dello stesso giorno é attac- 
cata dal Smg inglese che 
la colpisce con un siluro 
a poppa, affondandola. 








Il 1° ore 18.30 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 3 ore 19.00 a P= 
lermo. 


Il 7 ore 08.15 a Tre 
pani. 


Il 4 ore 18.45 a Zuara. 


Tl 6 ore 09.15 a Napoli. 


Tl 0 ore 2200 2 Ses 


| 116 ore 13.00 2 Biserea 


Il 19 ore 17.25 2 My 
a Trapani. 


Il 7 ore 1615 ls Mna 
Palermo. 


Il x2 ore 11.10 i Smg 
2 Napoli. 


ee eee 
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Segue: Gexxaro 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localith | 


di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locoled 
Pe 





Il 6 ore 22.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


Il 7 ore 12:50: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi ¢ 
Biserta. 


Il 7 ore 21.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


L’8 ore 14.00: da Na- 


4 motozattere. 


P.fo XXI Aprile, 
P.fo Stokfoss, 
Peist ted. Sudest. 


P.fo Siculo. 


Mn Ines Corrado. 





poli per Biserta. 


L’8 ore 14.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Il 9 ore 07.45: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 





Tl 10 ore o8.00: da Bi- 
Palermo. 


seria per 
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P.fo ted. Rhea, 
P.fo ted. Stella, 
P.fo ted. Gerd. 


Mn Calino, 
Mn ted. Ankara. 


Pfo Cefalo. 


P.fo Emilio Morandi, 


| Tp ¢ alliope. 


Ct Saetta (c.s.), 
Tp Cigno, 


Csmg Garibaldi. 


Ct Maestrale (c.s.), 








po - 


Ct Corsaro, : 


In convoglio con le 4 Mz fu 
attaccato circa 20 miglia a 
nord-est di Kuriat alle 
20.10 del 9 da un Smg (pro- 
babilmente T’inglese Um- 
bra) che lo colpi con due 
siluri ’uno a Propra aspor- 
tando armi ed armamenti 
ed al centro provocandone 
il rapido affondamento; le 
Mz armate costringono col 
cannone il Smg ad immer- 
gersi, proseguono per Pan- 
telleria e Trapani coi 32 su- 
perstiti del P.fo. 


Alle 06.40 dell’8 il convoglio 
si suddivide nelle due par- 
ti per le rispettive destina- 
zioni. 


Alle 20.00 del 9 a circa 40 mg. 


a Trapani. 


L’8 ore 19.00 XXI 4 
prile e Stokjoss 2 





Tunisi. 
Il 9 ore 07.50 la Cise 
Sudest a Biserza. 


Il 12 ore 11.50 a Tre 
pani. 


Il 10 alle 08.30 Imes 





a levante di Biserta, il Mae- 





Tp Calliope (dalle 08.00 
del 10), =— 


Tp Cigno (dalle 17.00 
del 10), | 

Tp Dezza (dalle 17.00 
del 10). 


Tp Partenope (c.s.), 

Csmg Pasman, Unie, 
(dalle 14.00 del 10 da 
Tunisi). 


Ct Pigafetta (c.s.), 
Ct Gioberti, 
Ct Granatiere. 





strale & investito da una 


esplosion: di torpedin an- 


corata che gli asporta 
Poppa per circa 12 m. im- 
mobilizzandolo; nell’accin- 
gersi ad assisterlo anche il 
Ct Corsaro & investito da 
due esplosioni di mina che 
ne provocano la rottura in 
chiglia e l’affondamento in 
pochi minuti; il Ct Mae- 
strale & preso a rimorchio 
dalla Calliope coll’assisten- 
za dei Rim Vigoureux ¢* 
Porto Cesareo. 


Alle 05.30 del ro, al largo di 
Punta Campanella, la Mn 
urta contro torpedine an- 
corata; presa dapprima a 
rimorchio dal Ct Gioberti, 
affonda poi per cedimen- | 
ti interni e senza perdite 
umane alle 11.30 del to-nel | 
punto 42°37'N, 14°10F; il | 





Cx Pigajetts dirige per Pa- 
lermo ove gimnge alle 21.31 
aie 


— 
t 


Corrado a Biserta. 


Il 9 ore 1200 a Pe 
lermo. 


Il 10 ore 14.00 le Me 
Ankara con Giobern 
¢ Granatiere a N= 
poli. 


Hl 33 oe 0700 a Pz 


L’tt ore 11.00 le Mz 
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Segue: Dicemeze 1942 





G partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


| Data, or2 ¢ loco 


G arrvo 





Il 22 ore 06.30: da 
Palermo pér Susa. 


Il 22 ore 12.00: da 
Biserta per Palermo. 


Il 22 ore 15.30: da 
Napoli per Biserta. 


P.fo Anna Maria. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 


Mn Caterina Costa. 


Il_22 ore 17.35: da| Mn Calino. 
Biserta per Palermo. 
Il 22 ore 22.00: da} P.fo Volta. 


Tripoli per Trapani. 


Il 23 ore 10.30: da 
Napoli per Tunisi. 


Tl 23 ore 21.00: da 
Palermo per Biserta. 


Mn Col di Lana, 
P.fo ted. K.T. 2. 


Mn Viminale. 





Il 23 ore 16.00: da 
Susa per Palermo. 


Tl 23 ore 22.30: da 
Tripoli per Trapani. 


Tl 24 ore 06.00: da 
Biserta per Napoli. 


Tl 24 ore 07.30: da 
Taranto per Tunisi. 





| 


Mcist ted. Leda. 


P.fo ex jug. Salona. 


Mn Mario Roselli. 


P.fo Iseo, 
I motozattera ted. 


Hl 24 ore: 10-49: da| Péo XXI Aprile, 
Palermo per Tunisi.| Pfo Carlo Zezo, 


i4 
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motozattere ted. 





Tp Fortunale. 


Ct Granatiere (c.s.), 
Bersagliere. 


Ct Geniere (c.s. fino 
alle 04.30 del 23), 
Camicia Nera, 

Ct Bombardiere (c.s. 
da Biserta ore 09.00 
del 23). 

Tp Ardito (c.s.), 


Tp ex franc. Bombar- 
de, La  Pomone, 
Iphigénie. 


Csmg Cotugno. 


Tp Sirio, Perseo. 








Sosta a Pantelleria, per con- 
dizioni di mare dalle 
23.30 del 22 alle 05.45 
del 23. 


Sosta a Sfax nei giorni 23 
€ 24. 


Il convoglio si riunisce col 
Ct Lampo c.s., all’alba del 









Ct Lampo (c.s.). 





Cann. Alula. 


. 


Ct Bombardiere (c.s.), 
Camicia Nera. 


Tp Mosto 
Messina), 

Tp Partenope (fino a 
Trapani), 

Ct Freccia (da Tra- 
pani). 


(fino a 








: 





Il 23 ore 16.00 2 Sasa. 


Il 23 ore 05.40 a Pa 


lermo. 


Tl 23 ore 17.00 a Be 
serta. 


Il 23 ore 18.40 a P2 
lermo. 


Il 25 ore 16.40 a Tre 
pani. 


Tl 24 ore 19.00 a BE 
serta. 





24 € si divide per le rispet- 
tive destinazioni verso le 
12.00 successive; é oggetto 


di attacchi, senza esito, di 


Smg alle 10.00 del 24 al 
largo di Capo Bon, il Smg 
é probabilmente danneg- 
giato dalla Tp Perseo. 


Sosta a Pantelleria dalle 
12.00 del 24 alle 02.00 
del 26. 


Sosta a Susa nei giorni 26 e 
27 ed a Pantelleria dal 28 
alle 07.15 del 6 gennaio 
1943- 


Sosta a Messina nel pome- 
tiggio del 25 ed a Trapani 
dalle 16.00 del 27 alle 
18.35 del 28; ricercato dal- 
la ricognizione aerea dalle 
02.30 del 29, alle 03.00 nel 
punto 37°12’N, 11°37/E 
(28 mg. circa a levante di 
Capo Bon) é@ colpito al 
centro dr. da siluro d’ae- 
reo ¢ subisce una violenta 
esplosione che l'affonda in 
ua minuto circa. 





| Tp Anise (<<), 4| Ml comple sues 2 Tisponi 
deme. -) dilie 


Bp de woo dl 
2¢ ost ad cop S eo 
is Me ri == bs Tp 








Il 27 ore 10.00 a P= 
lermo. 


Il 6 gennaio 1943 ore 
15-15 a Trapani 


Il 25 ore 0300 2 Ne 
poli. 


Hi 2 ore 550 2 Te 
nis 
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Segue: Gennaio 1943 





Annotazioni 





Data, ora ¢ locals 
di arrivo 








Data, ora e¢ localita a 
= Mercantili Scorta 
di partenza per 
Il 15 ore 23.00: da Tri- | P.fo Zenobia Martini. | Csmg Oriole. 


poli per Trapani. 


Il 16 ore 23.30: da Su- 
qi sa per Trapani. 


Rim. req. Genova 


(R.97). 


P.fo Campania, 
P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Jacques Schiaffino, 


Tp Castore (c.s.), Li- 
bra, Montanari. 


Il 17 ore 02.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 








te la pronta reazione delle 
due unita, affondano la 
motonave, mentre la Tp 
riesce a disimpegnarsi ri- 
fugiandosi con avarie a 
Lampedusa. 


Sosta a Zuara dalle 11.00 alle 
16.30 del 16; alle 09.05 del 
17 presso l’isola Gerba & 
colpito da due siluri al cen- 
tro a dr. ed affonda in po- 
co tempo; il Csmg Oriole 
dopo caccia al Smg (pro- 
babilmente l’ingl. Unseen), 
ricuperati i naufraghi, si 
porta a Sfax. 


Alle 16,30, nel Golfo di Ham- 
mamet sorpreso da Smg 
(probabilmente V’ingl. Un- 
ruffled) & affondato col 


cannone. 


Il convoglio & attaccato, sen- 
za esito da Smg, alle 20.30 
al largo di Marettimo, e da 
aerei dalle 00.30 all’o1.30 al 

go delle Egadi. 





P.fo ted. (ex dan.) Ger- 
da Toft. 


Hi 17 ore 11.00: da Tra | P.fo Galiola. Vas. 201, Vas. 216 
pani per Susa. (da Pantelleria). 

Ii 17 ore 11.00: da Mar- | Rim. req. Maurizio. | 
sala per Susa. 


Il 17 ore 12.00: da Bi-| Mn Mario Roselli. 


| Ct Legionario (c.s.), 
serta per Palermo. 


Ct Bombardiere. 


Il 17 ore 12.20: da Bi-| Mn Ines Corrado. 


Ct Ascari (c.s.), 
serta per Palermo. 


Ct Corazziere. 


Il 17 ore 17.15: da Ca-| P.fo ted. Favoer. 


Mv csmg aus. Conte 
gliari per Biserta. 


Verde (A.S.76) fino 
» alle 24.00 del 17. 








j 
i 
| ; 


Hl 17 ore 18.00: da P2 | Mn Col di Lana, 


Per probabile mina magneti- 
ca, affonda nei pressi di 
Susa, senza vittime, nella 
notte del 17. 


Alle 17.25 del 17, il Ct Bom- | 
bardiere, colpito al centro 
da un siluro del Smg ingl. 
United affonda al largo di 


Marettimo. 


Circa alle 17.00 i Ct di scor- 
ta sono oggetto di lancio | 
di 4 siluri senza esito, da 
parte di Smg (probabilmen- 
te lo stesso Smg United). 


Alle 00.45 del 18, circa mg. | 
25 a sud-ovest di Capo | 
Carbonara sorpreso da Smg | 
emerso, é fatto segno a | 
colpi di cannone e poi da 
due siluri centrati per cui 
affonda in breve > in 
soccorso oltre all’ AS. 76, | 
concorreno un Mas. duc | 
Mv, un Camg, « b No! 








Al comsoghe S$ ageceme x 3 @e 17-50 2 Bt 


: Tp Ardiso (<x) i : : = 
lermo per Biserta. Spmeet, tay Tp 4umess, | wee & Tope oe = 
Pio wd (cx frac) Tp Comes, : wee ese foe 
| Hee Esser \2 De =e "| = pee dt 2 
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Il 19 ore 16.45 Csmg 
Oriole a Tripoli. 


Il 18 ore 07.00 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 18 ore 08.00 a Susa. 


Ti 18 ore 00.30 2 Paler- 
mo, eccetto il Boms- 
bardiere. 


Il 18 ore 02.30 a P= 
lermo. 
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Segue: Gennaio 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 





_ ee SS 
Data, ora ¢ localit3 


di arrivo 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 





Il 17 ore 24.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


Il 17 ore 23.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 


Il 18 ore or.40: da Tra- 
pani per Biserta. 





P.fo Sportivo, 
Mn Amba Alagi. 


Mn ted. Ankara. 


My San Francesco di 
Paola. 


Il 18 ore 05.30: da Tra- | Mv Carolina, 


pani per Biserta. 


Il 18 ore 08.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Ii 18 ore 10.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Il 18 ore 10,50: da Tra- 
pani per Biserta. 


Il 19 ore 00.30: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 
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Mv Stefano. 


Mv San Matteo, 
Mv Saverio Giardina. 


P.fo XXI Aprile, 
P.fo Valdirosa. 


My Lina. 


P.fo Edda. 


Tp Calliope. 


Ct Saetta (c.s.), 
Tp Uragano. 





Tp Castore (c.s.), Li- 
bra, Montanari. 


: Tp San Martino (c.s.), 


Csmg Eso. 














RANE 


Alle 10.20 del 18 a 4 mg. 
per 20° da Zuara il P.fo 
Sportivo, per siluro del 
Smg ingl. Unseen, affonda 
in due ore dando tempo ai 
36 presenti a bordo di sal- 
varsi a bordo della Tp do- 


po che questa ha dato la 
caccia al Smg con l’impie- 
go di tutte le bombe da 
getto di bordo; la Mn pro- 


segue isolata per Sfax, ri- 


partendone il giorno dopo, 
alle 15.15 del 20 incaglia al- 
Paltezza della boa n. 6 del- 


le secche Kerkennah e de- 


ve essere abbandonata per 
le difficolta del ricupero 
e le condizioni del mare. 


Alle 14.15 la Mn, nel punto 
37°24'N, 10°18’E (10 mg. a 
levante dell’isola dei Cani) 
urta contro due torpedini 
ancorate che esplodono al- 
Paltezza della stiva centra- 
le dr.; il Ct Saetta si accin- 
ge al rimorchio della Mn 


che si appoppa sempre pit 


e deve mollarla; la Tp le 
si affianca e preleva tutto 
il personale mentre la nave 
alle 15.30 affonda. 


Il convoglio dalle 20.00 del 
18 alle 00.30 del 19 & fat- 
to segno di ripetuti attac- 
chi aerei, tutti senza esito. 


Alle 17.45 del 19, nei pressi 
dell’isola Gerba, dopo ave- 
re evitato con la manovra 


Il 19 ore 08.30 Amba 


Alagi con Calliope 2 
Sfax. 











| Il 19 ore 08.00 2 Be 
serta. 


if 


| Il 19 ore 1200 a Be 
serta. 


Il 19 ore 09.45 2 Te 


nisi. 


Il 19 ore 15.00 2 P2 
lermo. 


Il 19 ore 1200 a Bt 
serta. 


Il 20 tra le op. 30 e ie 
14.30 Rim Cidope, 
Tp San Martino ¢ 
Mp La Vittoria 2 
Sfax. 
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a 


Data, ora e localiti 
di partenza per 


Annotazioni 





fl 19 ore 14.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi e¢ 
Biserta. 


3 Il 19 tra le ore 15.00 
e le 18.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 


P.fo Silvano, 

P.fo Campobasso (ex 
franc. Bonifacio), 
P.fo Chieti (ex franc. 

Arizona). 


P.fo (n. pil.) Scorfano 
(Fs 273): (G. 8); 

Pcist Irma, 

Pcist Astrea (V.66), 

Mv drag aus. Angelo 
Musco (R.26), 





Il 19 ore 18.00: da Tri- 
poli per Trapani. 





Il 20 ore 10.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 





Il 20 ore 14.45: da Tra 
pani per Susa 
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My drag aus. Cinzia, 
Mv drag aus. Gugliel- 
mo Marconi. 


Mv Ardito, 
Mv Margherita. 


Pcist Saturno, 
Pcist ted. (ex franc.) 
Sudest. 


P.fo Volta. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Tp Monsone, 
Tp Lira, 


RD. 36 (c.sq.), 
RD. 39, RD. 
RD. 31. 





moso, Lira 
20.15 del 20). 





Vas 202, 203 (d2 Pao Sosta 2 Paserlleria dalle cig. g0 | Il 24 oe 13-20 2 Suse. 
elem} ; 


Tp Ardito (c.s.), Ani- 


(dalle 








successive, attaccato da ae- 
rosiluranti al largo di Ca- 
po Turgoeness, & colpito 
da due siluri al centro, nel 
punto 33°44’N, rr°rr’E, ed 
affonda dando tempo a tut- 
to il personale imbarcato 
(69 persone) di trasbordare 
sulla Tp; nell’azione anche 
il Csmg Eso, impegnato 
contro gli aerei incursori, & 
colpito a poppa da un si- 
luro ed affonda. 


Alle ore 08.00 del 20 il con- 
voglio si scinde nelle due 
parti, per le rispettive de- 
stinazioni. 


Avvistati dalla ricognizione 
aerea nemica con basi avan- 
zate in Tripolitania, sono 
sorpresi ed attaccati dai due 
Ct Jervis e Kelly i quali 
in due ore di combattimen- 
to, tra le 00.10 e le 02.00 
del 20 li affondano col can- 
PRE 26--capo cox: 


ta, ordinato alle altre unita 
di allontanarsi e di tentare 
le manovre di scampo, di- 
rige sul nemico, affondan- 
do in circa un paio d’ore 
di combattimento. 


Alle 11.00 del 21 a mg. 5 NE 
di Kuriat sono sorpresi da 
Smg nemico (probabilmen- 
te linglese Safari o Unri- 
valled) ed affondati col can- 
none; nonostante la rapidi- 
ta dell’azione non si Ia- 
mentano vittime. 


Alle 13.40 la Cist Saturno & 
colpita a poppa da siluro 
e da almeno due bombe 
in un forte attacco aereo: 
viene immobilizzata coi lo- 
cali di macchina allagati; 
presa a rimorchio dalla Tp 
Ardito prosegue la naviga- 
zione fino alle 02.24 del 21 
quando per nuovo attacco 


aereo, affonda nel punto | 


3738N, 10%6E. 


ei az ale en ed 


Il 20 ore 15.20 Sileeme 
© Campobasso com 
Lampo e Monsone 2 
Tunisi. 

Il 20 ore 17.15 Chies 
con Lira a Biserta. 





Il 22 ore 10.45 Sadest 
€ scorta a Napoli. ] 





| 
| 


| 
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Segue: Gennaio 1943 





Data, ora e localita 


di partenza per Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localitd 
di arrivo 





Il 21 ore 17.30: da Tu- 
nisi per Trapani. 


Mn Chisone, 
Mn ted. Ruhr. 


Il 21 ore 18.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 





Il 22 ore 07.00: da Tu- | Mn ted. K.T.2. 
nisi per Biserta. 


Il 22 ore 23.00: da Pan- | Mv Amabile Carolina. 


telleria per Sfax. 


Il 23 ore 06.55: da Na- | P.fo Pistoia (ex franc. 


poli per Biserta. aed Schou), 
Pip Verees (= faa 
fy SES 
& 
= 
=] 
Il 23 ore 08.00: da Tri- | Mcist Ennio. 


poli per Trapani. 


P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Caterina Schiaffino, 

Mcist Laédor, 

| P.fo ted. Rhea. 


Tl 23 ore 15.15: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 


Tl 24 ore 07.00: da Bi- | Mn Col di Lana, 
serta per Palermo. | P-fo ted. Gerd, 

| P.fo ted. (ex ae 

Henri Estier. 





i 
Tl 24 ore 08.00: da Bi | Mv Carokins, 
sexta per Trapani. as a: 2 
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P.fo ted. Gerda Toft. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Tp Monsone. 


Tp Castore (c.s.), Li- 
bra, Climene. 








Tp Groppo (c.s.), 
Tp Fortunale 








Tp Uragano (c.s.), 
Tp Monsone. 


Tp Castore (cs.), L-| 
bra, Climene. 


ee 


Attaccato, senza esito, da ae- 
rei alle o1.45 del 22, a mg. 
3 da Capo Bon: un aereo 
abbattuto. 


In un attacco di bombardie- 
ri, alle 11.10 del 22 entram- 
be le motonavi sono colpi- 
te: la Chisone centrata da 
due bombe s’arresta, ma 
rimorchiata dapprima dal- 
la Libra prosegue poi fino 
al porto; la Mn Ruhr in- 
vece colpita da bombe al 
centro affonda. 


Con carico di benzina in fu- 
sti, alle 10.30 del 23 é af 
fondato col cannone nel 
Golfo di Hammamet da 
Smg nemico (Unruffled). 


Il convoglio, avvistato alle 


vi di rimorchio, nel punto 
38°S5N, 13°OS8E (al largo | 
a Ustica), alle 02.00 del 24 | 

é la volta del Pistoia che 
aan ripetutamente da 
aerei, affonda poco dopo 
nel punto 38°32'N, 13°26E 
(30 mg. a nord di Capo 
Gallo). 


Per allarme navale nella zo- 
na, dirige per Zuara, ma 
rasentando la costa incaglia 
all’imboccatura del porto 
ove é distrutta il 25 allo 
sgombero della localita. 


_ 16.00 del 23, & attaccato a 


a 
| 





Il 22 ore 22.30 G. Toft 
a Trapani. 

Il 23 ore 0219 Mon 
sone a Palermo. 

Il 23 ore 08.00 Lampe 


a Napoli. 


Il 22 ore 20.30 Chisone 
con la scorta a Be 
serta. 


Il 23 ore 08.00 a BE 
serta. 


Il 24 ore 16.00 2 Te 
nisi. 


Il 25 ore 06.30 2 P2 
krmo. 


Bs a wp 2 Te 
















































































USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 





Segue: Gennaio 1943 


Data, ora e localita 


rs Mercantili 
di partenza per 


Scorta 










Data, ora e localit3 


Annotazioni eae 
di arrivo 



















My San Francesco di 
Paola. 


Il 24 ore 08.20: da Bi- 
serta per Trapani. 


Il 24 ore 09.50: da Tra- | Mv Marcus. 


pani per Susa. 

Il 24 ore 16.30: da Su-| P.fo Galiola. 
sa per Reggio Ca- 
labria. 

I] 24 ore 17.15: da Tu- | Mcist Labor. 

nisi per Biserta. 





Il 24 ore 18.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Trapani e 
Napoli. 


P.fo Campania, 
P.fo Silvano, 

P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Jacques Schiaffino. 
Il 25 ore 10.00: da Pan- | Mv Redentore. 

telleria per Susa. 


P.fo Spoleto (ex franc. 
Caledonienne), 


Il 26 ore 04.30: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 











P.fo Noto (ex franc. 
Djebel_ Nador), 






Pos (ex ocx) Fier- 
siecmer. 





Il 28 ore 02.00: da Mes- | P.fo Lanusei (ex franc. 
sina per Tunisie Bi | Remois), 
serta (Convoglio «Fi- | P.fo Parma (ex franc. 
renze»). Villiers), 
| P.fo Sabbia, 
P.fo Vercelli (ex franc. | 
Brestois), 
| P.fo ted. Stella (da Pa- 
lermo). 


| 


E. 28 ore 06.00: da Tra- My Carlo P., 





pani per Tunisi | My Angela. 
Il 28 ore 09.40: da Tra- | P.fo Orsolina, 
pani per Susa. | P.fo Bottiglieri. 
Il 28 ore 18.15: da Su- P.fo Volia. 
sa per Trapani. 
Tl 29 ore 17.00: da Bi | Pfo Chieti (ex franc. 
sexta per Palermo ¢| Arizona), 
Napoli. P.fo Chisone, 
Mast Labor. 
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Vas 202 € 203 (fino a 


| Tp Groppo (cs) 
Tp Fortunale. 


Csmg Oriole (fino a 
Messina). 


RD. 57. 


Tp Monsone (c.s.), 
Tp Uragano. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Ct Saetta, 

Tp Ciclone (da Pa- 
lermo). 


Tp Gugze (cx) 
Tp Fortemde. 


Tp Ardito (cs), Ani-| 11 Convoglio, 


moso, Prestinari, 

Calliope (fino alle 16.30 
del 28), 

Libra (dalle 19.40 del 
28), 

Cy Persefone e Procel- 
laria (da Palermo). 


"| Tp Cigno. 


Pantelleria). 
















Il 25 ore 11.35 a Tra 
pani. 


I] 28 ore 13.30 a Susa. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 17.10 


Il 27 ore 21.45 a Reg 
del 25 alle 07.30 del 26. 


gio Calabria. 


Tl 25 ore 11.35 a Bi 
serta. 


Il convoglio alle 02.30 del 25 
subisce un attacco aereo, 
senza esito. 


Il 26 ore 14.40 a Na- 
poli eccetto Schiaff- 
no che entra a Tra-_ 
pani il 25 alle 18.00. 





Alle 03.15 del 26 & sorpreso 

dal Smg ingl. Unrufjled ed 
affondato col cannone sen- 
za perdite umane 3 mg. da 
Capo Hammamet. 
































Il 27 ore 16.30 a Bi 
serta. 


Il convoglio sosta a Palermo 
dalle 18.00 del 26 alle o1.00 
del 27; alle 08.50 del 27 su- 


__ bisce un attacco aereo, sen- 













Sez = Paar Gi cae 
aie tg00 &l 2; ¢ cee 
da Trapani ale 2200 él 
27, sostando 2 Favignanz 
fino alle 05.00 del 28. 








i al | Il 29 ore 17-45 Sobbez 
largo di Palermo con lo| ec Sieila con Anime 
Stella ¢ le due Cv, fu attac-| so e¢ Procellariag 2 


cato da bombardieri alle 
11.15 del 29. Lanusei ripor- 
t6 danni e Vercelli andd 
a fondo alle 03.30 del 30 
a un miglio dallisola Pla- | 
ne, dove era giunto a ri-| 
morchio della Tp Pres#i- | 
nari. 

Il Parma salt} su una mina 
magnetica alle 08.10 del 30 
mentre stava per entrare a | 
Tunisi. | 

| Il 29 ore 16.00 2 Te 


BISL 
| 








Tl 29 ore 14.50 2 Sasa 











USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 









Segue: Gennaro 1943 


Data, ora e localita 


és Mercantili 
di partenza per 


Scorta Annotazioni 


== Seem mee ee SS 


Data, ora e localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 29 ae 17.30: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo e 
Messina. 


P.fo Campobasso (ex 
franc. Bonifacio), 
P.fo ted. Rhea, 
P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
‘| Caterina Schiaffino. 


Tp Ardito (c.s.), 
Tp Libra, 
Cy Persefone. 





















Tp Libra. 


I] 30 ore 11.30: da Tra- 
pani per Susa. 


P.fo ted. Lisboa. Tp Cigno. 


fraghi. 


Il 31 ore 04.30: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 


Mn Mario Roselli, 
Mn Alfredo Oriani, 
Mn Manzoni. 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), 
Ct Saerta, 

Tp Clo, 
Monsone. 


Uragano, del 2. 











MESE DI FEBBRAIO 1943 


Daz. ofa ¢ locclita 


Mercantil Scorta 


Il convoglio giunge a Paler- 
mo, ove Campobasso, Rhea 
e Bonifacio rimangono, alle 
17.15 del 30; il P.fo Schiaf- 
fino prosegue per Messina 
alle 20 con la scorta della 


Attaccato, senza esito, da ae- 
rei alle 04.18, 04.21, 05.10, 
11.32 del 31; tre aerei ab- 
battuti. Alle 15.08 del 3r 
é colpito da siluro di Smg 
ed affonda a mg. 5 dal faro 
di Susa. Mentre la Tp cac- 
cia il Smg un gruppo di 
Mz (713, 714, 754) na- 

‘ vigante di conserva, proce- 

de al salvataggio dei nau- 


Il convoglio sosta a Palermo 
dalle 17.45 del 1° alle 00.30 


Il 31 ore 18.35 Cateri- 
na Schiaffino a Mes- 


sina. 


Il 2 febbraio ore 15.00 
a Biserta. 





_— DD SS ——————— 


ps 
G arrivo 














Tp Caliope (dz Px | 
i==o} { 
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| Il 6 ore 17-40 2 Sus 


Il 4 ore 13.30 a Napo- 
li, eccetto Clio che 
alle 08.07 del 4 giun- 
ge a Palermo. 





’ 


| 16 ec¢23 2 Bese 


z= per Annotazioni 
Hl r° ore 08.50: da Bi- | Mv L’Angelo Raffaele, 
serta per Susa. Mv Nicola La Porta. 
Il 3 ore 05.30: da Bi-| Mcist (ex norv.) Thor- Tp Sirio (cs.), | Alle 09.38 del 3 (27.5 mg. 
serta per Napoli. sheimer. Ct Saetta, a levante dell’isola dei Ca- 
Tp Uragano, Monso-| ni), con pessime condizio- 
ne, Clio (fino alle} ni meteorologiche, la Tp 
23.30 del 3). Uragano utta con la pop- 
pa una torpedine di sbarra- 
mento nemico, che la im- 
mobilizza, ed affonda alle 
13.00 circa; il Ct Szetta 
mentre sta per avvicinarsi 
all’Uragano urta al centro 
contro altra mina e affon- 
da rapidamente spezzato in 
due tronconi. Alle 12.29 del 
3 il convoglio é attaccato 
| da forte formazione aerea, | 
sito, ¢ con Pabbat- | 
| timento di unm aero. 

Hi 5 ore 0400: da Na | Mn Ines Corrado, Tp Orione, Libra (fo | Il convogio sost2 2 Paleo 
poli per Bisertz. [Mn ted (ex franc)} alle ozoodd 5) | Gilke 2100 dd 5 Ae age 
| Pierre Claude, Tp Cidone, Palisde XIE 
| Mn ted. K.T.r3. (dalle 00 &i 3 | 

Tp Fortansic, . 







he 


bee 
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ay: Ley Data, ora € locals 
di partenza per Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni diane 
Il 5 ore 16.00: da La| My Angela, Alle 09.30 dell’8 i tre Mv 
Goletta per Susa. Mv Carlo P., 


Il 5 ore 17.00: da Pa- 


lermo per Tunisi. 


Il 7 ore 00.40: da Tu- 


nisi per Palermo. 


Il 7 ore 09.00: da Bi- 


serta per Napoli. 


Il 9 ore 18.00: da Ta- 


ranto per Tunisi. 


My Luigi Verni. 


Mn Col di Lana, 
P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Henri Estier. 


P.fo Lanusei (ex franc. 
Remois), 

Rim Ciclope (dalle 
o1.00 dell’8). 


Mn Alfredo Oriani, 
Mn Manzoni. 


P.fo Petrarca. 





| 


Il g ore 18.30: da Pa- | P.fo ted. Gerd. 


lermo per Tunisi. 


Il t0 ore 02.30: da Pa- | Mcist_ ted. (ex dan.) 


lermo per Susa. 


Tl to ore 11.30. 


Jaedjoer. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Cv Gabbiano, Perse- 
fone. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Cy Gabbiano, Perse- 
fone. 


Tp Fortunale (c.s.), Ci- 
clone, Calliope. 








Skotfoss. 


Hl 15 ore 0040: da Bi | Ma Mario Roselli. 


Hi 55 ore 11-20: da P2 | Pin Alcemo 
| 


lermo per Bisert2. 


348-349 


Hermes), Zi 


Tp Clio. 


Tp Pallade. 


Sono attaccati improvvisa- 
mente dal Smg Unison, 
che col cannone li affonda 
tutti al largo di Bu Fiscid 
(Golfo di Hammamet). 


Al convoglio si aggrega il 
Rim Ciclope, diretto an- 
ch’esso a Palermo. 


Dalle 23.30 del 7 alle 01.30 
dell’8 il convoglio & attac- 
cato con continuita ma sen- 
Za esito da aerei con bom- 
be e siluri. 


Dalle 02.12 del g alle 04.47 
del ro il P.fo & attaccato 
con continuita, senza esito, 








P.fo ted. (ex norv.)| Tp Pallade. 


mamet, 
ale 15 dd = 


(ex fran » =: 


seme, 


da aerei; nella manovra di 


Il 6 ore 20.00 a Tunisi. 


L’8 ore 03.45 a Pa 
lermo, 


L’8 ore 10.30 a Napoli. 





scampo da bombe e siluri 
incaglia sulla spiaggia di 


trOr 





oO, 10 miglia a nord 


@ Goowee. Meee S po 


be nave € af tentativi di di | 
re, il P.fo é colpito da un | 


siluro Ianciato dal Smg in- 


glese Una che provoca Ie | 
splosione del carico ¢ la | 


perdita della nave. 


Alle 20.00 dell’1z la piccola 
Cist (300 ts.L), perduti i 
contatti con altre Unita, a 
causa del mare tempestoso, 
per probabile urto contro 
torpedine affonda al largo 
di Mahamur. 


Alle 12.00 del 10 si aggrega | 

al convoglio Jaedjoder-Pal- | 
proveniente da Paler- 

mo; dopo aver passato con 

la Pallade la notte sul 12 

alla fonda in rada 2 Ham 


Prosegue per Susa | 





el | 


| Il 10 ore 18.00 2 Te 


nish 


Tl 12 ore 11.00 a Sasa 


Bos ae 2p 2 Ne 
pe 
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Mercantili 


Scorta 


Segue: Feszasio 1943 
Data, ora ¢ localiti Data, ora ¢ localad 


di partenza per 


Annotazioni 


Gi artivo 





P.fo Frosinone (ex 
franc. Congo), 

P.fo Chieti (ex franc. 
Arizona), 

Mcist Labor. 


Il 15 ore 16.00: da Pa- 


P.fo Capo Orso, 
lermo per Tunisi. 


P.fo ted. K.T.13. 


Il 17 ore 07.30: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Mn Ines Corrado, 
P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Pierre Claude. 


Il 17 ore 08.00: da Tu- | Mn Col di Lana. 


nisi per Palermo. 





Il 17 ore 13.15: da: Pa- | 


P.fo XXI Aprile, 
lermo per Tunisi. 


P.fo Siena (ex franc, 
Astrée), 


P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Charles Le Borgne, 

P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Baalbek. 


Il 18 ore 12.30: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi, 


Il 20 ore 02.00: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 


Cist ted. Thorsheimer, 
P.fo Fabriano (ex fran- 
cese). 
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Cv Gabbiano, 
lope, 

Tp Riboty (fino alle 
19.25 del 15), 

Tp Clio (dalle 00.40 
del 16). 


Ct Lampo. 


Anti- 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), Mon- 


sone. 


Ct Lampo. 


Tp Groppo (c.s.), For- 
tunale, 

Cv Gabbiano (dalle 
16.40). 


Tp Groppo (c.s.), 

Cv Gabbiano, 

Tp Cascino (fino alle 
13-45 del 18). 


Tp Orione (c.s.), Ani- 
moso, 
Tp Pegaso (dalle 14.50 


del 20). 











Il convoglio 





tosiluranti; dal vivace scon- 


tro tutte le unita del con- 
voglio escono indenni. 


Alle 21.00 del 15 il Ct Lam- 


po, avvistatolo, abbatte il 
ricognitore nemico; il con- 
voglio a partire dalle 02.00 
del 16, é oggetto di attac- 
chi aerei; alle 02.45 il Capo 
Orso, 17 mg. a sud di Ma- 
rettimo é colpito da aerei 
siluranti ed alle 03.10 af- 
fonda; i naufraghi sono re- 
cuperati dalla No Capri. 


Con aliquota di prigionieri; 


avvistata da ricognitori alle 

22.50 del 17, la Mn & og- 

getto d’attacchi aerei; col- 

pita da un siluro alle 00.50 

del 18 a 18 mg. per NNE 

da Capo S. Vito Siculo, af- 
onda alle or.08. 


Alle 18.53, tre mg. a nord di 


Capo S. Vito Siculo, il P.fo 


XXI Aprile, colpito da si- 


luro di Smg, affonda im- 
mediatamente. 


ll convoglio, per fortunale 


da scirocco, sosta a ridosso 
di Pantelleria dalle 07.30 
del x9 alle 03.45 del 21; ri- 
presa la navigazione, il 
Baalbek & affondato da un 
siluro del Smg Unruffled 
18 mg. per 118° da Capo 
Bon alle 08.15 del ar. 


4 


19.40 senza esito da aerei. 


Durante sosta in rada a 


Trapani dalle 21.00 del 20 
alle 05.51 del 21 Fabriano, 
colpito in una caldaia da 
un nuovo attacco aereo, & 
Costretto entrare in porto. 
Appena salpato alle 05.51 
Thorsheimer & colpita da 
bombe. Immobilizzata, & 
silurata da altri aerei af 
fondando alle 20.15 del 21 


€ attaccato alle 


j 


Alle 21.55 del 16 
K.T.13 € Lampo 2 


Tunisi. 


Il 18 ore 10.30 a Ne 


poli. 


Il 18 ore 03.50 Lampe 
con naufraghi a Pa 
lermo. 





| Il 17 ore 23.00. Siena < 
Groppo a Trapani. 

Il 18 alle 01.05, il For- 
tunale a Trapani coi 
superstiti del XX 
Aprile. 

La Cv Gabbiane me 
ne in mare. 


Il 21 ore 18.00 Le Boe 
&ne e Groppo 2 Tx 
nisi. 

Il 21 alle 16.16 Gaboee 
no a Trapani coi sx 
perstiti del Baalbez 
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Segue: Fepsraro 1943 


Data, ora e localita | 


a ee Data, ora € locale 
Fi Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni — 
di partenza per di arrivo 





Il 20 ore 10,30: da Pa- | P.fo Lanusei (ex franc. | Ct Lampo (c.s.), 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 16.30 | Il 21 ore 18.00 2 Te 
lermo per Tunisi. Remois), Tp Sagittario, del 20 alle 02.00 del 21 con- nisi. 
P.fo Campania, Cv Persefone e Arte- giungendosi col P.fo Siena; 


P.fo Siena (ex franc.| mide (dalle 04.30 al-| alle 05.00 del 21 il convo- 
Astrée) da Trapani.| le 11.30 del 2). glio @ attaccato al largo di 

Punta Libeccio da aerei, 

senza esito; due aerei sono 

colpiti. 

Il 21 ore 00.30: da Ta- | Mn Ombrina. Ct Lubiana (c.s.), Sosta a Messina dalle 18.00 


Il 23 ore 20.30 a Be 
ranto per Biserta. 


Tp Tijone (fino a Pa-| del 21 alle 03.30 del 22 ed serta. 
lermo). a Palermo dalle 13.30 del 
22 alle 03.45 del 23 unen- 
dosi in convoglio alla Mn 
Oriani e alla sua scorta pro- 
venienti da Napoli. 
Il 22 ore 03.00: da Na- | Mn Alfredo Oriani. Tp Fortunale (c.s.), Sosta a Palermo dalle 23.30 
poli per Biserta. Animoso (da Paler-| del 22 alle 03.45 del 23 ¢ 
mo), Monsone (da sunisce in convoglio con 


Il 23 ore 20.30 a Bi 
serta. 


Napoli). la Mn Ombrina provenien- 
A te da Taranto - Messina. 
Il 22 ore 04.30: da Tu- | P.fo ted. (ex franc.) | Ct Lampo (c.s.), Alle 11.50 del 22 circa 12 mg. | Il 23 ore 08.00 P.fo 
nisi per Palermo. Henri Estier, Tp Groppo, Sagittario, | a levante del Banco Skerki, ted. H. Estier ¢ 
P.fo ted. Gerd, il convoglio @ attaccato da K.T.13 con la scorta 
P.fo ted. K.T.13. : una formazione di 18 ap-| 4 Palermo. 





parecchi, della quale due 
sono abbattuti; il P.fo Gerd, 
colpito a poppa, affonda in 

























Hi 23 ore 07.35: da Bi | Mei Labor, Tp Cko. it = - 
serta per Palermo. | Mn ted. K.T2. = 24 oft tooo a Pe 
| | | lemo. 


-| Tp Fortunale (c.s.), 








Il 24 ore 00.30: da Bi-| P.fo Alcamo (ex franc 


: Alle 00.48 del 25 a 45 mg. | Il 2< 8. Nz | 
serta per Napoli. Hermes), Monsone, Ammoso. per NW da Ustiea, Ph a a | 
_ se (ex franc. Alcamo & colpito da siluro 
Arizona), a a € rimasto immobi- 
P.fo ted. Stella. St ee 


lizzato affonda alle 03.15 
nuovamente colpito da si- 








luro. J 
] 
Il 24 ore 03.30: da Tra- | My Maria delle Grazie. Il 26 ore 08.30 2 Bi 
pani per Biserta. e Bek 3 i 
Il 24 ore 10.00: da Tra- | My Nettuno III. 
pani per Sfax, Il 26 ore 12.00 2 Sixx . 


Il 25 ore 15.00: da Na- | P.fo Forl} (ex frane.| Tp Sirio (c.8.), Ciclo- 
poli per Biserta. Seeba), ne, Pegaso, Cascino, 


P.fo Teramo (ex franc. Castore, Sagittario | 
M. T. Le Borgne).| (fino al largo di Pa- cosa, ed alle 14.30 del 26 
lermo); a nord di Capo Zaffarano: | 
Tp Groppo (c.s.), Ci-| solo il Csmg 2209 rima- 

| clone, Pegaso, Orio-| ne leggermente danneggia- 





Il convoglio & attaccato, sen- | Il 28 
za esito, da aerei alle 03.30 | _ serta, 


ore of.45 2 Be 
a sud-ovest di Punta Li- 





ne, Cascino e Dm to da schegge ed é assisti- 
ted. Rs (fino a Bi} to dalle ale unita dlls | 
| serta dal largo di squadriglia. i 
Palermo): ' : | 
" Gabbiano (dal lar i | 
go di Palermo al for- | | 
go di Trapani)- : : j | 
Cemg 2209 2270, 4 | 
2220 (acl =a Ne 
: poli - Palecens}. 











1$t 
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Segue: Fepsraio 1943 


ata, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


D: 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locale 


di arrivo 



















Il 26 ore 18.30: da Pa- 
lermo per Biserta. 


Il 27 ore 02.10: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 


Il 28 ore 05.00: da Tra- 
pani per Tunisi. 


Mcist Labor, 

Mcist Bivona (ex franc. 
Socombel), 

P.fo Volta. 


Mn Belluno (ex franc. 
Fort de France), 
P.fo ted. K.T.r4. 


P.fo Fabriano (ex fran- 
cese Majenne). 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Cv Gabbiano (fino da- 
vanti a Trapani), 
Dm. ted. R.z5. 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), Sagit- 
tario. 


Tp Cho, 
Cv Antilope. 





Scorta 


MESE DI MARZO 1943 


—————____ --_—_———————— eee 


Al largo di Palermo s’unisce 
al convoglio « Forli-Tera- 
mo » con la Tp Groppo ca- 
Po scorta. 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 19.30 
del 27 alle 04.00 del 28 ¢ 
s’unisce al convoglio « Fa- 
briano» e la scorta. 


S’aggrega con la scorta, al 
convoglio «Belluno», 
K.T.14 con la Tp Sirio 
capo scorta. 





Annotazioni 







Il 28 ore or.45 2 BE 
serta. 


Il 28 ore 17.30 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 28 ore 17.30 a Te 
nisi. 














































Data, ora ¢ loci 
di arrivo 











Il 1° ore 02.30: da Bi- 
serta per Palermo. 





Il 1° ore 04.50: da Tra- 
pani per Biserta. 


Il 3 ore 09.50: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Il 3 ore 10.00: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 





: 
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Hi 5 ac opp: da Be | Mn Omérizs. 


Mcist Labor. 


My Lina. 


Tp Cascino (fino a 
Trapani), 

Tp Clio (fino a Pa- 

_ lermo). 





Mn ten. K.T.13. 
Mn ted. K.T.14. 


Mn Caterina Costa, — 


P.fo Saluzzo (ex franc.| Tp Ardito (fino alle 


Tamara), 


P.fo ted. (ex franc) | Tp Animoso, 


P. Claude. 


Ct Lampo (c.s.), 


15.00 del 3), 





Tp Cho (dalle 18.00 | 
del 3), | 

Cy Antilope (da Tz2-| 
pani). 


Tp Ge 


Breve sosta a Trapani. 


Transita da Pantelleria alle 
18.15 del 4 € nella notte 
sul 5, per probabile urto 
contro torpedine alla deri- 
va, scompare senza tracce. 


Il convoglio, avvistato e se- 
guito dalla ricognizione ae- 
rea nemica fin dall’uscita 
in mare, é fatto segno a 

attacchi di bom- 


‘ : 
bardieri 


Il 2 ore 13.30 a Pa 
lermo. 


Il 4 ore 07.00 a2 Pa 
lermo. 








Il 4 ore 18.35 a Biserta. 
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Segue: Mazo 1943 


—_—_—__—_ aoe eee EEE 


Data, ora e¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 5 ore 10.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 6 ore 00.30: da Pa. 
lermo per Biserta. 


Il 6 ore 02.30: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 

(Ines Corrado per Bi- 
serta). 


11 6 oe 13-40: & 


lermo per Tunisi. 


y 


Il 9 ore 17.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Il 12 ore 00.30: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 








P.fo Sabbia, 

P.fo Frosinone (ex 
franc. Congo), 

Mcist Bivona (ex franc. 
Socombel). 


Mcist Labor. 


Mn Ines Corrado, 

Mn ted, (ex franc.) 
H. Balzac, 

P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
H. Estier. 





P.fo ted. K.T.13. 
P.fo ted. K.T.14. 


P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Caraibe, 

P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Esterel, 

Cist Sterope (dal nord 
di Messina in poi). 


Il 12 ore 07.00: da N2- | Mn Mario Roselli. 
poli per Biserta. | Mn Manzoni. 
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Ct Lampo (c.s.), 

Tp Animoso (fino alle 
22.00 del 6), 

Tp Pegaso (fino alle 
23.30 del 7). 


Vas 219, 223 (da Tra- 
pani). 


Tp Groppo (c.s.), Ci- 
gno, Orione, Ardito, 
Cascino, Ciclone (da 
Biserta, ore 06.20 


del 7). 





Tp Sirio (c.s.), Pega- 
so, Ardito (fino alle 
02.10 del 12). 


(dalle 14.00 del 12), 
Tp Cigno, Orione, Ca- 

scino (dalle 14.45 del 
12), 
Tp Libra (dalle 16.00 
del 12), 


Trapani). 


Cv Cicogna, Persefone | 


| Vas 231 e€ 232 (da | 


Il P.fo Sabbia, per avaria in 
macchina, riduce la veloci- 
ta, ritardando l’arrivo a 
Napoli. 


La piccola cisterna (510 t.s.l.) 
sosta a Trapani dalle 07.00 
del 6 alle 20.30 del 7 ¢ com- 
pleta il carico di 1195 tonn. 
di benzina; avvistata alle 
23.00 del 7, é attaccata in 
forza da aerei, senza esito 
a partire dalle 12.30 dell’8. 


Alle 09.15 del 7 VInes Cor- 
rado colpita da bombe si 
incendia affondando alle 
03.00 dell’8. 

Tra le 12.32 € le 12.50 vanno 
a fondo per esplosione del 
carico l’Estier (urto contro 
mina) e il Balzac (bombe 
aeree). 

La Tp Ciclone alle 13.10 urta 
una mina e alle 13.50 una 
seconda; affonda il pome- 
tiggio dell’8 dopo vari ten- 
tativi di portarla in salvo. 





Seszac 2 Trzpest Gale 2g.00 
del 16 alk 1-5 &TS. 


Sostano a Trapani dalle 14.00 
del 1o alle 14.00 dell’rr. 
| 

Alle 21.35 del 12 Sterope @ 
silurato da Smg 12 mg. a 


tra a Palermo alle 04.30 del 
13 con Pegaso e Cascino. 
Alle 22.19 é a sua volta si- 
lurato da Smg VEsterel 6 
mg. a levante da C. San 
Vito, ma raggiunge Tra- 
pani alle 14.00 del 13 con 
Orione e Persefone. Il Smg 


affondato dalla Libra. 

Il convoglio subisce contem- 
poranei attacchi aerei ed é 
dirottato a Trapani. Un ae- 
reo é abbattuto e l’equipag- 
gio é ricuperato dalla Per- 
sefone. 


Il Carazbe riparte da Trapani 








| Tp Sagittario, Clio (da 
| Napoli), 

Tp Siro (cs), Ggze, 
| Librs, Pegaso, One | 


| 
x 


ponente di C. Gallo ed en- | 


era il Thunderbolt, che fu | 


per Tunisi alle 2245 del | 
13 ed @ affondato da aerci 
siloranti alle o244 del 14. | 


Hl coevogho 2 
| CBee die gw a 5 


Il 7 tra le ore 2100 € 


le 23.30 a Napoli. 


L’8 ore 18.00 a Biserta. 





LS ae remo 2 Te 


| L'tr ore 20.30 2 P= 
lermo. 





| Hl 14 ore 16.40 2 Bi 


23 x3 ed a at ed 
t¢ 2 age je ae 2 


as 
































_—Tane 





















































ve 
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Segue: Marzo 1943 


Sn EEE 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 


di arrivo 





Il 14 ore 19.30: da Tu- 


nisi per Napoli. 


Il 14 ore 21.30: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 14 ore 22.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 15 ore o1.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Napoli. 


Il 15 ore 17.00: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 


Tl 17 ore 02.30: da Ta- 
ranto per Biserta. 
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fl £7 ore 17.30:'da Tu- 
nisi per Palermo. 


Mn Belluno (ex franc. 
Fort de France), 
P.fo Fabriano (ex fran- 

cese Majenne). 


Mn Caterina Costa, 
P.fo ted. Pierre Claude. 


Mcist ted. (ex ingl.) 
Ethylene, Labor, 

P.fo Volta, 

P.fo Teramo (ex franc, 
M. T. Le Borgne), 

P.fo Forli (ex tranc. 
Seeba). 


P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
Le Borgne. 








ne, Cascino (da Tra- 
pani); 

Vas 237, 232 (in fun- 
zione dragante per 


bassi fondali)). 


Tp Orione (c.s.) dalle 
14.00 del 15), 

Tp Pegaso (da Trapa- 
ni ore 03.15 del 15). 


Tp Clio (cs. fino alle 
14.00 del 15), 
Tp Sagittario. 


Tp Sirio (c.s.), 

Tp Cigno, 

Cv Persefone, 

Cv Cicogna (dalle 
02.30 del 15). 


Tp Libra. 





P.fo ted. K.T.5, 
P.fo ted. K.T..6. 


Mn Marco Foscarini, 
Mn Niccolé Tomma- 
seo. 


Ct Lubiana (cs. fino 


alle 14.00 del 18), 
Tp Tifone (fino alle 
14.00 del 18), 

Tp Ansares, 

Vas 221 (fino a Mes- 
sina), 

Ct Lampo e Tp Cas- 
siopea (da Messina fi- 
no alle o1.30 del 19), 
Tp Fortunale e Sagit- 
tario (da Trapani in 
poi). 











ta di scorta (uscite da Tra- 
pani col Caraibe, nel frat- 
tempo affondato). 


I due convogli (Belluno - Fa- 
briano, C. Costa-P. Clau- 
de) si riuniscono alle 13.45 
del 15, all’altezza di Zem- 
bra. Alle 20.48 del 15, mg. 
30 a sud di Capri, la Mn 
Belluno & oggetto di lancio 
di due siluri che evita con 
pronta manovra. 


I due convogli, guidati ri- 
spettivamente dalle Tp Si- 
rio e Libra, si riuniscono 
in convoglio unico alle 
05.10 del 15. Alle 18.30, po- 
co al largo delle isole Ega- 
di, la Cist Ethylene s’in- 
cendia ed é fermata a Tra- 
pani, ove il convoglio so- 









Sostano a Trapani dalle 22.00 


Il convoglio & avvistato una 


sta dalle or.00 alle 04.30 del 
16, dirigendo per Palermo 


Get prigmessi & 
su Volza ¢ Terzmo. Ripar- 
te da Palermo alle 12.15 del 
16 aggregandosi ai P.fi Po- 
tenza (ex franc. Auvergne) 
e Ferrara (ex franc. Tour- 
quenois); alle 12.20 del 17 
il P.fo Forl? & affondato 
da un siluro di sommergi- 
bile 18 miglia a sud di 
Capri. 


del 15 alle 04.30 del 16. 


prima volta alle 10.00 del 
17 nel Golfo di Squillace 
ed attaccato tra le 13.30 € 
le 14.30, senza esito da ae- 
rei siluranti, dei quali 3 so- 
no abbattuti dalle scorte 
aeree. Il convoglio sosta a 
Messina dalle 19.00 alle 
22.00 del 17 € a Trapani 
dalle 11.20 del x9 alle 04.30 
del 20. Avvistato nuova- 
mente nel Canale di Sici- 


SW di Trapani dalle uni- 





lia, verso le 1200 del 20 


Il 16 fra le 04.00 € le 
07.00 tutte le unita 
si ormeggiano a Na- 
poli. 


Il 16 ore o.00 Ethyle- 
ne a Trapani; 

Il 17 ore 16.30 a Na 
poli, eccetto il P.fo 
Forli affondato e i 
P.fi Volta e Labor 
rimasti a Palermo. 











Tl 16 ore 17.15 a Te 
nisi. 


Il 20 ore 19.00 conve- 
glio a Biserta; 

Il 20 ore 02.50 Lampo 
rientra a Napoli per 
avaria scortato da 
Cassiopea. 


wow 
a 
oS 
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Segue: Mazzo 1943 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locals 


di arrivo 





Il 19 ore 15.10: da Na- 
poli per Susa. 


Il 21 ore 02.30: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 21 ore 05.30: da Na- 
‘poli per Biserta. 


P.fo Foggia (ex franc 
Mont Saint Claire). 


Mn Mario Roselli, 
Mn Manzoni. 


Mn Ombrina, 
Mn Moni. 








Il 21 ore 06.45: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 


I] 22 ore 18.30: da Su- 
sa per Trapani. 


Il 22 ore 22.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Trapani. 


Tl 23 ore 19.00: da Tu- 


nisi per Palermo. 


Ti 24 ore o1.00: da Bi | 


serta per Livorno. 
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P.fo ted. K.T.5, 
P.fo ted. K.T.6, 
P.fo ted. K.T.13. 


| P.fo Orsolina Botti- 
glieri, 
P.fo ted. Skotfoss. 


Bernadette a rimor- 
chio del Rim ted. 
Tenax. 





P.fo ted. K.T.5, 
| P.fo ted. K.T.6, 
| P-fo ted. K.T.13. 


seo, 
| Mn Saluzzo (ex franc. | 
Tamara). 


Mn Niccolé Tomma- | 


P.fo ted. (ex fans" 


Ct Lubiana (fino a 
Trapani), 

Tp Cascino (da Pa- 
lermo), 

Cv Cicogna, Antilope 
e Vas 237 e€ 232 (da 
Trapani). 


Tp Fortunale (c.s.), 


Tp Antares, Sagittario. 


Tp Libra (c.s.), 

Tp Perseo, Tifone, 

2 sq. Mas naz. ed 1 
ted. per protezione 
a.s. a distanza. 


Cv Antilope (c.s.), 
Tp Cascino. 


Mz ted. 478, 479, 
482, 483. 











} 
| 


Sosta a Trapani dalle 19.00 


del 20 alle 07.00 del 21 ed 
a Pantelleria, per condizio- 
ni di mare, dalle 18.45 del 
21 alle 05.00 del 22. 


La Mn Manzoni, attardata di 


circa 25 mg. dal convoglio, 
per avaria in macchina ed 
assistita dalle Tp Antares 
e Sagittario, & attaccata alle 
o1.50 del 22 da aerosilu- 
ranti; colpita a poppa af- 
fonda alle 03.05 a 2 mg. 
per SE da punta Carena di 
Capri. 


Alle 13.45 del 22, sulla rot- 


ta di sicurezza per Biserta, 
la Mn Ombrina & investita 
da esplosione a poppa da 
probabile mina magnetica, 
ma prosegue coi suoi mez- 
zi. Alle 14.00 circa il con- 
voglio @ attaccato da for- 
mazioni aeree, la Mn Mon- 


ti &-centrata da alcune 








dando alle 1515 2 13 mg 


da Biserta. Almeno tre ae- 


rei risultano abbattuti. 


Sostano a Trapani dalle 12.20 


del 21 alle 02.15 del 22. 


Il convoglio & avvistato e se- 
guito a partire dalle 22.40 | 


del 22 ed é oggetto di at- 
tacco, senza esito, alle 03.00 
del 23 da parte d’un aereo 
isolato. 


Il P.fo danneggiato in prece- 


dente attacco aereo in por- 


to @ rimorchiato a Trapa- | 
ni da unita armata con | 
equipaggio tedesco; il con- | 


Voglio é attaccato alle 23.49 
del 23 poco a ponente del- 


le Egadi, da aerosiluranti; 
il rimorchiatore silurato af- | 


fonda. 


Tp Libra (cs.), Per-| Alle 10.15 del a 40 m; 
seo, Tifone (fino al- | isiike E| 


le 21.40 del 24). 


2 ponente di Marettimo, la 





Il 22 ore 16.00 a Suse 


Tl 22 ore o1.00 Mn M_ 
Roselli con Fortuna- 
le a Napoli ed alle 
08.00 Tp Antares € 
Sagittario a Napoli 
coi superstiti della 
Manzoni. 


Il 22 ore 17.00 Ombri- 
na a Biserta con 
Perseo e Tifone-. 

Il 22 ore 18.10 Libra 
a Biserta coi super 
stiti della Monzz. 


| Il 22 ore 15.00 2 Te 


| 


| 


| 


| 





nisi. 
Il 23 ore 21-30 2 Tee 


pani. 


Tl 24 ore 
pani. 


07-30 2 Tre 


Il 24 ore 16.30 2 Pa 
lermo. 


| Il 25 ore og.g0 Tp Te 
fone a Gazz dS 
ore 13.40 a Livoraa. 
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Segue: Marzo 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 





—e ero 


Data, ora ¢ locales 


Annotazioni aed 
di arrivo 





Il 29 ore 16.30: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 
(Convoglio « RR »). 


Il 29 ore 18.00: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 
(Convoglio « SS »). 


Il 29 ore 19.30: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 
(Convoglio « GG" »). 


Hi 30 ore o1.30: da Na- 
poli per Biserta. 
(Convoglio « GG? »). 


Il 30 ore 08.40: da Pa- 
lermo per Tunisi. 


Il 30 ore 16.00: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 


Mn Belluno (ex franc. 
Fort de France), 

Mn. ted. (ex franc.) 
Pierre Claude. 


Mcist Bivona (ex franc. 
Socombel), 

P.fo Aquila (ex franc. 
Algerie), 

P.fo ted. (ex franc.) 
C. Le Borgne, 

P.fo Giacomo C. 


P.fo Nuoro (ex franc. 
Saint Ambrois), 

P.fo Crema (ex franc. 
Hebe), 








franc. Fort de Sou- 
ville), 


P.fo ted. K.T.5, 


P.fo ted. K.T.13. 


P.fo ted. K.T.7, 
P.fo ted. K.T.9. 





P.fo ted. K.T.6, * 





Tp Fortunale (c.s.), 

Tp Antares, Sagitta- 
rio, Cosenz (fino alle 
11.25 del 31), 

Csmg ted. 2202, 2207. 


Ct Lubiana (c.s.), 

Tp Tifone, Dezza (fi- 
no alle 17.50 del 30), 

Tp Sagittario (dalle 
24.00 del 31), 

Csmg ted. 2205, 2208. 


Tp Cigno (c.s.), Cas- 
siopea, 
Csmg ted. 2203, 2270. 





P.fo Benevento (ex | Cv Cicogna (dalle 16.00 Subisce 4 attacchi aerei=: uno 


del 30), 

Tp Clio e Csmg ted. 
2207 (dalle 06.30 
del 31), 

Tp Cosenz (dalle 14.30 
del 31). 








Il convoglio si ridossa a Fa- 
vignana dalle 17.30 del 30 
alle 03.00 del 31. 


Il 31 ore 1450 2 Te 
nisi (eccetto Sagerse 
rio). 





Alle 21.42 del 31 il Ct Lubia- 
na incaglia nei pressi di 
Ras Ahmer e per soprag- 
giunte condizioni di mare 
affonda, senza perdite, al 
mattino successivo. Anche 
il P.fo Le Borgne seguen- 
do il Ct incaglia poco di- 
scosto ed é investito dal- 
VAquila. La Mcist Bivona 
prosegue, con Tifone per 
Biserta. 


Il 31 ore 00.20 Giaes 
mo C. e Dezza 2 P= 
lermo. 

Il 1° aprile ore rto.co 
Bivona a Biserta com 
Tifone. 


Alle 14.45 del 30 il P.fo Be- 

nevento, scortato dalla Clio, 
a circa 50 mg. a N. di U- 
stica evita, con la manovra, 
due lanci di siluro di Smg. 
Il convoglio & tutto riuni- 
to, sotto la direzione della 
Tp Cigno, poco a ponente 
delle Egadi, alle 05.30 del 












alle 13.52 senza esito; tre 
in rapida successione intor- 
no alle 16.00 con affonda- | 
mento del Nuoro. Verso le | 
or.oo del 1° aprile Crema 
e Benevento sono silurati 
da motosiluranti. Il Crema 
affonda e il Benevento & | 
portato a incagliare presso 


Capo Zebib. | 


Sostano a Trapani, per con- 
dizioni di mare dalle 16.40 
del 30 alle 08.00 del 1° apri- | 
le; alle 16.40 del 1°, il P.fo 
K.T.13 a circa 4 mg. dalla 
costa affonda per urto con- | 
tro mina. | 


| I 1° aprile ore Bs 
KT5 ¢ KT6 2 
Tunisi. 


Rientrano a Napoli per con- 
dizioni di mare nella notte 
del 30, ripartendo all’alba 
del 31. 


| Il 1° aprile ore 2r5 


a Tunisi. 





le hae 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


MESE DI APRILE 1943 
SS 


Annotazioni 






Data, ora ¢ locale 


di arrivo 





Il 1° ore 12.00: da Bi- 
serta per Napoli. 


Il 4 ore 06.00: da Bi- 
serta per Trapani e 
Napoli. 


Ti 4 ore 08.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Reggio Ca- 
labria. 


Il 4 ore 16.00: da Tu- 
nisi per Livorno. 


Il 5 ore 03.20: da Na- 
_ poli per Biserta. 


il 6 ore 20.40: da Li- 
vorno per Tunisi. 


L’8 ore 04.00: da Susa 


per Trapani. 


Tl ro ore 14.55: da 
Reggio Calabria per 
Tunisi. 


L’rr ore 04.30: da Na- 
poli per Tunisi. 


Mn Foscarini. 


P.fo ted. Min (ex fran- 
cese). 
Cist Bivona (ex franc.). 


P.fo ted. -K.T.5, 
P.fo ted. K.T.6, 
P.fo ted. K.T.7, 
P.fo ted. K.T.9. 


Mn Belluno (ex franc.), 
Mn ted. P. Claude. 


P.fo Rovereto (ex fran- 
cese), 

P.fo ted. S. Diego, 

P.fo Caserta (ex fran- 
cese), 

P.fo Carbet. 


Mn Tommaseo. 





P.fo ted. K.T.5, 
P.fo ted. K.T.7, 
P.fo ted. K.T.9. 


P.fo Caserta (ex fran- 
cese), 

P.fo Fabriano (ex fran- 
cese), 

Mn Carboneilo (da 
Messina). 








P.fo Foggia (ex franc.). 


\ 





Tp Antares (c.s.), 
Tp Fortunale, 


Tp Orione. 

Tp Sagittario (c.s.), 

Csmg ted. 2204 e 
2208. 


Tp Antares (c.s.), 
Tp Tifone. 


Tp Perseo (c.s.), 

Tp Orione, 

Tp Pallade, 

Tp Libra, 

Ct Riboty e Tp Clio 
(dalle 16.15 del 5), 

Tp Cosenz (dalle 09.54 





del 6). 


Tp Ardimentoso. 


Tp Aretusa (c.s.), 

Tp Groppo, 

Cv Driade (da Mes- 
sina). 





: 


Il 4 alle 16.00 a mg. 25 per N 
da Capo Bon, attacco aereo 
senza conseguenze. 


Il Caserta rientra in porto 
per avaria. 

Il Carbet va a Trapani col 
Riboty la sera del 5. 

Il 6 alle 09.25 ¢€ alle 11.10 
attacchi aerei senza conse- 
guenze; alle 17.15 terzo at- 
tacco con 22 bombardieri: 
i due piroscafi affondano. 


L’8 ore 03.20 entra a Trapani 
causa condizioni mare; ne 
i ej IO ore O2 o 


_ ripa .00. 


Alle 05.30 dell affonda a 
mg. Io per 46° da Susa, per 
esplosione subacquea im- 
precisata. 


Soste a Messina e a Trapani 
fra le 16.15 del 10 € le o1.03 | 


del 12. 


Alle 19.45 dell’11 il Fabria- 
no, causa avaria, dirige per 
Palermo scortato da Dria- 


de; alle 23.05 affondato | 


da aerosiluranti. In segui- 
to ad avvistamento di Ct 


nemici Supermarina ordi- | 


Il 2 ore 15.55 2 Napoli. 


Il 5 ore 16.30 Biroma 
con Csmg 2204 2 
Trapani. 

Tl 6 ore 00.30 Miz com 


Sagittario a Napoli. 


Il 5 ore 10.30 a Reggio 
Calabria. 


Il 6 ore 07.30 a Le 
vorno. = ‘ 
Il 6 alle 18.20 Oriome 

a Biserta. 

Tl 6 tra le 20.10 € Ie 
21.35 le altre cinque 
Tp a Biserta coi s 
perstiti dei P.fi. 


Il 10 ore 15.20 a Te 
nisi. 





Il 12 ore 15.50 2 Te 
nisi. 


noe ‘| 


¢ Groppo a Trapani 
| Il 16 ore 05.00 Casersa 


a Trapani. 


| 
| 
| 


na il dirottamento di tut | 
te le unita a Palermo, ove | 
giungono alle 00.50 del 12 | 
é ne ripartono alle 11.30. 


del 13, eccetto la Carbo- 

nello; ma alle 22.30, al lar- 

go di Trapani, vengono at- 

taccate da aerosiluranti: la 

Tp Aretusa, colpita a pro- | 
ra, incaglia a P_ Faraglio | 
ne di Favignana; il Caserta 

incagiia presso P_ Pesce di | 
Levanze. Coa Passistenza 

G mei mee & Te | 
pass P4resess & zz 

Tepe b eee El rg ce 
peesae Z gece 


' 
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Segue: Aprme 1943 








Data, oezm locals Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni Dan; = = - 
di partenza per di arrive 

Il 12 ore 12.30: da Tu- | Mn Tommaseo. Tp Ardimentoso. Il 13 ore 17.30 2 Tre 
nisi per Trapani. pani. 

Il 13 ore 08.05: da Tu- | P.fo ted. K.T.5, Tl 14 ore 10.45 a Ree 
nisi per Reggio Ca-| P.fo ted. K.T.7, gio Calabria. 
labria. P.fo ted. K.T.9. 

Il 14 ore 05.10: da Na- | Mn Foscarini. Tp Sagittario (c.s.), Sostano a Trapani il 14 dalle | Il 15 ore 11.08 2 BE 
poli per Biserta. Tp Cigno, Groppo e| 21.10 alle 23.40. Attaccati| serta, eccetto Cigzo 


Cassiopea (dalle| 6 volte da aerei isolati, che | e Cassiopea che riex- 

10.45 del 14 alle] lanciano alcune bombe e| trano a Trapani. 

06.00 del 15), un siluro senza colpire, fra 
Tp Libra e Perseo| Trapani e Zembra. 

(dalle 06.00 del 15). 





Il 14 ore 16.05: da Li- | Mn Belluno. Tp Tifone (c.s.), Sosta a Trapani dalle 19.50 | Il 16 ore 17.20 2 T= 
vorno per Tunisi. Tp Climene, del 15 alle or.30 del 16.| nisi. 
Tp Cigno e Cassiopea| Alle 03.00 del 16, a 10 mg. 
(da Trapani). a SW di P. Marsala di 
Favignana, il convoglio in- 
= ‘contra 2 Ct nemici contro 


i quali si impegnano Cas- 
siopea e Cigno, mentre la 
motonave rientra a Trapa- 
ni da dove riparte alle 
05.40. Nello scontro la Tp 
Cigno & affondata e la Tp 
Cassiopea & colpita e dan- 
neggiata ma puo essere ri- 
morchiata a Trapani. 































Evyawkeonaamwd =| § 8 ae ops 2 NS 
tosiimranti. La Mosgine-| poli 
vro, colpita da siluro é im- + 
mobilizzata; é assistita dal- 
la Perseo e affonda alle 
03.40 a mg. 9,5 per 13° da | 
Zembretta. La cisterna pro- 

















serta per Palermo. | 


segue la navigazione con 
le altre due Tp attaccata 
due volte senza esito da | 
aerei. | 
j 
Il 16 ore 22.00: da Li-| Mn ted. P. Claude. |Ct Lampo (fino aj Sosta a Gaeta dalle 16.34 del | I] 19 ore 21.45 2 Te 
Vvorno per Gaeta e¢ Gaeta), 17 alle 02.45 del 18. Alle! nisi. 
Tunisi. Ct Ardimentoso (da| 02.10 del 19 incaglia a 1,5 
Gaeta). mg. a S di Colombaia (Tra- | 
pani) ma si disincaglia tre 
ore dopo. 
Il 17 ore 00.50: da Tra- | P.fo Caserta, Tp Orione, il 37 = 
pani per Tunisi. P.fo ted. K.T.11, Tp Libra (dalle 07.00 a cae 
Pf. ted. K.T.2r. del 17). | 
Il 18 ore o1.15: da | P.fo ted. K.T.s, | Alle 13.15 del 18 attacco ae- | 8 Ss 
Reggio Calabria per | P.fo ted. K.T.7. i reo Ss conseguenze. | eae oo*= | 
Tunisi. | | 
Il 18 ore a4.00: da Bi- | P.fo ted. Mostagamen. | Tp Tifone. Alle o1.30 del 19, 2 mg. 20 in 19 art 07-30 Tifoze 


per 290° da Lewenzo aac 2 Trapani 


; 


ve 


i 
i 
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Segue: Avame 1943 





Data, ora ¢ localita 


a Mercantili 
ci partenza per 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ loci 
di arrivo 








Il 18 ore 08.50: da Pa- | Cist Bivona. 


lermo per Biserta. 


Il 20 ore 04.30: da Tu- | Mn Belluno. 


nisi per Napoli. 


Tl 20 ore 15.20: da Tu- | P.fo ted. K.T.5, 





nisi per Trapani. P.fo ted. K.T.7. 
Il 2r ore 04.30: da Bi- | Mn Foscarini. 
serta per Napoli. 
Il 21 ore 07.00: da Tu- | P.fo Caserta. 


nisi per Trapani ¢ 


Bepee Gobir oe PS ed KT 
Tea 

Hi 22 ore 20.45: da Li- | P.fo Aquino. 
vorno per Tunisi. 

i 24 ore ot.00: da | P.fo Galiola. 
Reggio Calabria per | 
Tunisi. 

by 24 GFE 1.00: da Tu- | P.fo ted. K.T.11, 
nisi per Reggio Ca- | P.fo ted. K.T.21. 
labria. 

Hl 25 ore a4.00: da Tu- | Mn ted. Claude. 
nisi per Napoli. 





Ti 26 ore 03-20: da Tra- P.fo ted. K.T.5, 
pani per Tunisi. | P.fo ted. K.T.14. 


He 26 ore 2030: da/| Pfo Tersmo. 
Pozzuoli per Tunisi. 
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3 Csmg ted. 
2 Vas. 


Tp Orione. 


Tp Libra. 





Ct Lampo (c.s.), 
Tp Libra. 


Ct Mitragiiere (fino a\ | Alle 17 


| Ponza), 
| Tp Groppo. 


Tp Climene (c.s.), 
Tp Bassini, 

Cv Gabbiano, 
Cv Euterpe. 


| Tp Ardimentoso. 


pas teerer eee eneterpeieten ines nese 


Tp Sagitterio. 


a 


Tp Ardimentoso (c.s.), 


Alle 11.06 del 18, a mg. 4 
per 300° da C. Gallo, attac- 
co di Smg. Un Csmg ai 
fonda. Il convoglio rientra 
a Palermo da dove riparte 
alle 00.09 del 19, ma alle 
15.50, a mg. 20 per 347° 
da Trapani, la cisterna é 
colpita da siluro di Smg 
e affonda. 


Il 20 ore 07.40 attacco aereo 
senza conseguenze. 


Attaccato da 3 Ct nemici il 
K.T.7 affonda alle 02.10 
del 21 a mg. 28 per 290° 
da Trapani. 


Il 2r ore 12.18 attacco di 


Il 21 ore 00.50 2 Ne 
poli. 

Il 21 ore 11.50 K-75 
a Trapani. fc 


Le due Tp alle 18.30 
del 21 a Trapani coi 





Smg. Colpita da due silu- 
ri la motonave affonda 28 
mg. a ponente di Maret- 





timo. 


See & => ome = 


Mes 2 aee 22 mer 
grossa. Ne ripareeo il 23 
alle 1200. 


.25 del 29, attaccato 
da 5G quadrimotori ¢ col 
pito da 3 bombe, Si incen- 
dia e viene abbandonato in 
preda alle fiamme dopo ti] 
cuperati i naufraghi. 


Silurato dal Smg Sahib af- 
fonda alle 06.05 del 24 a 
mg. 5 per 330° da C. Mi- 
lazzo. (Il Smg viene affon- 
dato dalle unita di scorta). 


Attaccato senza esito da 30 | 
aerei divisi in due gruppi 
alle 07-40 del 25. 





superstiti. 


Il 21 ore 20.00 a Tre 


LL. 


3 ore 0020 a No 


2 at coe 


| 23 oe aoe 


a Trapani coi super 
stiti. 


Il 24 alle 09.30 le stor 
te a Messina coi se 
perstisti del Galiols 
e del Sahib. 


Tl 25 ore o4.45 2 Ree 
pio. Cabiaz 


Il 26 ore 0920 2 Ne 


| Il 27 ore 06.50 2 Te 


a ame al 
reo senza comsegueaze: al 
ke 45 =e G Ms oe 
mache ¢ Gee ae 55 
aes ae 2B eee 


ote 


Hi 2 alle 17.55, Seg 
taro 2 Tunis 
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Segue: Arane 1943 





= F 1 1 
Data, ora e localita | | 


di partenza per 


Mercantili 


Scorta 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locales 
& arrive 





Il 27 ore 14.00: da Tu- 


nisi per Trapani. 


Il 28 ore 12.40: da 


Reggio Calabria per 


Tunisi. 


Il 30 ore 04.15: da Tu- 
nisi per Reggio Ca- 
labria. 


P.fo 
P.fo 


ted, 
ted. 


K.T.5, 
K.T.14. 


P.fo 


ted. K.T.71, 


P.fo ted. K.T.27. 


P.fo ted. K.T.2>. 





Tp Climene (dalle 
10.00 del 28). 


| colpito e incendiato, & ab- 


Climene affondata da siluro 


bandonato dall’equipaggio; 
il relitto incaglia a mg. 1 
a sud di Ras el Drek. 


di sommergibile alle 10.30. 


Il 28 ore 16.55 2 Tre 
pani. 


conseguenze. 








MESE DI MAGGIO 1943 


Sostano a Messina dalle 13.10 
alle 14.45 del 28. Il 29 alle 
15.55 attacco aereo senza 





Il 29 ore 18.05 2 Te 
nisi. 


Il 1° maggio ore o7.00 


a Reggio Calabria. 











Data, ora e localita 





di partenza per Mercantili Scorta Annotazioni js zo 2 
| 
Il 2 ore 20.30: da Tu-| P.fo ted. K.T.11. Il 4 ore 06.00 a Reggio 
nisi per Reggio Ca- Calabria. 
labria. 5 
Il 3 ore 19.00: da Tra- | Mn Belluno (cx fran- | Tp Tifone. Il 4 ore 07.11 a Te 
pani per Tunisi. cese). nisi. 
Il 3 ore 19.15: da Pan-| P.fo Campobasso (ex | Tp Perseo. Nella notte, attaccati da cac- 
telleria per Tunisi. francese). ciatorpediniere, il Ppiroscafo 
e la torpediniera affondano. 
Il 4 ore 21.30: da Na-| P.fo ted. S. Antonio. Tp Groppo, Alle 14.50 del 5 attacco di Groppo a Trapani. 
poli per Tunisi. Tp Calliope (dalle| 30 bombardieri scortati da Calliope 2 Napoli. 
09.00 del 5). caccia. Il piroscafo affonda. 
Il 7 ore 19.30: da Tra- | P.fo ted. KT.¢. Affondati da velivoli tra 1’8 
pani per Capo Bon. | P.fo ted. K.T.9. e il 9 a Capo Bon, dove 
P.fo ted. K.T.21. erano giunti il mattino del- 
rs. 
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MISSIONS OF MILITARY SHIPS OR THE 
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Page 372-373 


» ‘be 


“WY 


Gi partenza per 


OTTOBRE 1942 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
| 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ locales 
di arrive 





Il r° ore 15.25: da Taranto 
per Bengasi. 


Il 5 ore 17.30: da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 

Il 4 ore 12.00: da Taranto 
per Bengasi. 

L’8 ore 17.00: da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 

Il 6 ore 12.00: da Tobruk 
per Pireo. 

Il 6 ore 12.20: da Taranto 
per Bengasi. 

Il 9 ore 16.00: da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 

L’8 ore 08.00: da Tobruk 
per Pireo. . = 

9 ore 1230: dz Taran 
per Bengasi. 

Il 12 ore 16.30: da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 

Il 10 ore 12.30: da Taranto 
per Bengasi. 

Il 13 ore 16.40: da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 

Il 17 ore 12.00: da Taranto 


per Bengasi. 


Il 20 ore 16.00: 


da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 


Il 23 ore 12.00: da Taranto 


per Bengasi. 


Il 27 ore 14.00: 


da Bengasi 
per Taranto. 


Il 27 ore 16.00: da Pireo per 
Tobruk. 


Il 28 ore 18.45: da Taranto 
per Tobruk. 


Il 30 ore 14.00: da Tobruk 
per Taranto, € Brindisi. 


Smg Sciesa. 


Smg Sciesa. 


Smg Bragadin. 


Smg Bragadin. 


4 motozattere italiane. 


Smg Narvalo. 


Smg Narvalo. 





12 motozattere italiane, 
Smg Azrope. 

Smg Azropo. 

Smg Zoea. 

Smg Zoea. 


Smg Santarosa. 


Smg Santarosa. 
Smg Atropo. 
Smg Atropo. 


II motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Aviere (c.sq.), 
Ct Legionario, 
Ct Geniere. 





Ct Aviere (c.sq.), 
Ct Legionario, 
Ct Geniere. 
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Con tonn. 51,6 di munizioni, 
con tonn. 11,7 di viveri, 
con tonn. 8,8 di valuta. 


A mg. 150 dalla costa verso le 21.10 L’8 ore 14.40 a 


del 6 avvista un sommergibile so- 
Spetto in superficie, contro cui lan- 
cia un siluro senza colpirlo. 


Con tonn. 50 di benzina in latte, 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Sono assistite dal Rim Nettuno. Alle 
14.00 del 7 la Mz.731 affonda per 
le precarie condizioni di galleggia- 
bilita. Tutto Vequipaggio & salvato. 


Con tonn. 71,6 di munizioni, 
con tonn. 1,5 di viveri. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Scortate dalle Tp Castore e Ciclone. 


Gon =e 3B & we 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Con tonn. 45,3 di munizioni, 
con tonn. 0,4 di pezzi di rispetto. 
Rientro dalla missione. 

Con tonn. 44,3 di munizioni, 
con tonn. 25 di viveri. 


Rientro dalla missione. 
Con tonn. 50 di benzina in latte. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Aggregate alla Mn Assab, con sosta 
a Suda dal 28 ottobre al 1° no- 
vembre. . 


Con tonn. 219 di benzina in fusti e 
latte, 


con tonn. 5 di materiali di artiglieria. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


| Il 5 ore 08.30 a Bengasi. 


Taranto. 


L’8 ore 08.50 a Bengasi. 
L’tr ore 14.15 a Taranto. 


Il to ore 15.30 a Pireo. 


Il 9 ore 19.00 a Bengasi. 
Ltr ore 14.15 a Taranto. 


Il 10 ore 10.00 a Pireo. 


Bm oe cBics 2 Beaks 


Il 15 ore 16.00 a Taranto. 
| 


| 
| Il 13 ore 10.00 2 Bengasi_ 
| 


| Il 17 ore 17.00 2 Taxon 


Il 20 ore of45 2 Benes 
Il 23 ore 10.90 2 Faroe 
Il 26 ore 10.40 2 Benoa 
Il 30 ore 14.00 2 Tarante 


Il 3 novembre ore 0.00 
a Tobruk. 


Il 30 ore 08.30 a Tobruk. 


Tl x° novembre ore 03.30 
Aviere e Legionario 2 





Taranto. 
Il 3° novembre ore 03-45 
. : indis! 






























































w 
> i 
I 


USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 





Segue: Orrosze 1942 





Data, ora e localita 


di partenza per | 


Unita adibite al trasporto | 


| 


Annotazioni 


| 


Data, ora ¢ locale’ 
di arrivo 





Ti 31 ‘ore 12.20: da Taranto | 
per Tobruk. 


Il 4 novembre ore 15.20: da 
Tobruk per Taranto. 


Il 31 ore 17.45: da Taranto 
per Tobruk. 


Il 2 novembre ore 14.00: da 
Tobruk per Navarino- 


Taranto - Messina. 


Il 31 ore 18.45: da Messina 
per Tobruk. 


Il 4 novembre ore 18.15: da 








Tobruk per Tripoli e 
Messina. 






Smg Santarosa. 


Smg Santarosa. 


Ct Da Recco (c.sq.); 
Ct Bersagliere, 
Ct Corazziere. 


Ct Da Recco (c.sq-); 
Ct Bersagliere, 
Ct Corazziere. 


Smg Uarsciek. 


Smg Uarsciek. 





NOVEMBRE i942 


Con tonn. 70 di munizioni. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Con tonn. 196 di munizioni e con 
tonn. 3 di materiale d’artiglieria, la 
squadriglia @ attaccata con conti- 
nuita a partire dalle 02.00 del 1° 
novembre: 5 attacchi di bombar- 
dieri ¢ 2 di aerosiluranti. Gli attac- 
chi rimangono senza esito per la 
pronta manovra delle unita. 


Rientro dalla missione, con sosta a 
Navarino. 


Con tonn. 20 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione, sostando a Tri- 
poli dalle or.30 del 9g alle 13.00 del 


14, per avarie riportate durante gli 


} 


Tl 4 novembre ore 09-30 
a Tobruk. 


Il 7 novembre ore 16-30 
a Taranto. 


Jl 2 novembre ore 18.5 
a Tobruk. 


a Navarino. 
| Il 4 ore o1.40 Da Recco 
a Taranto. 
| Il 4 ore 09.40 Corazziere 
a Messina. 
| 
Il 4 novembre ore 13-15 
a Tobruk. 


Il 16 ore 14.25 a Messina. 





? 


FS 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 





Il 1° ore 12.45: da Taranto 
per Tobruk. 





Il 4 ore 19.00: da Tobruk 
per Taranto. 
Tl 1° ore 22.00: da Messina 
per Tobruk. 
Il 4 ore 18.00: da Tobruk 
per Augusta. | 
| 
Il 2 ore 12.30: da Taranto | 
per Tobruk. | 
Ti 6 ore 16.00: da Tobruk | 
per Augusta. H 
Il 2 ore 21.15: da 


Messina | 
per Tobruk. i 


Hi 5 ore 1610: da Tobruk 
per Meisina. 
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Smg Zoea. 
Smg Zoea. 
Smg Ascianghi. 
Smg Ascianghi. 


Smg Bragadin. 





Smg Bragadin. 


Smg Dessié. 


Smg Dessié. 


| Data, ora ¢ look 
| di arrivo 





Con tonn. 70 di munizioni. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Con tonn. 20 di munizioni. 

Alle 14.15 del 3 ricupera 20 persone 
di un aereo tedesco precipitato in 
mare ¢ le trasborda poi sul Ct Cor- 
aro accorso sul posto. 


Rientro dalla missione. 
Carico vario. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Con tonn. 20 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


| 
| Il 4 ore 09.00 a Tobrak 


L’8 ore 17.00 a2 Taranto. 
| 
| Il 4 ore ogc0 a Teobrak 
L’8 ore 12.30 ad Anges= 
Il 6 ore 09.00 a Tobruk 
| L’8 ore 13.30 ad Augussa 


| Il 6 ore 08.00 a Tobruk. 





| Lax ore 08.15 2 Messina 





Tl 3 ore 09.15 Bersagitere . 
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Segue: Novesmre 1942 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e locale 
di arrivo 





ll 3 ore 05.30: da Augusta 
per Tobruk. 


Il 5 ore 16.00: da Tobruk 
per Augusta. 


Il 3 da Marsa Matruh per 
Tobruk. 


Il 3 ore 11.00: da Taranto 
per Tobruk. 


Tl 5 da Marsa Matruh per 
Tobruk. 


Il 5 da Tobruk per Marsa 
Matruh e ritorno a Tobruk. 





Il 7 da Tobruk per Derna 


fl 7 & Tobruk per Bade 


€ ritorno a Tobruk. 


L’8 da Tobruk per Derna e| 
Bengasi. | 


Il 10 da Tobruk per Derna, 
Bengasi e Tripoli. 


Il 10 ore 12.10: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 


Tl 14 ore 15.25: da Tripoli | 
per Taranto. : 


Liz da Tobruk per Derna- 
Bengasi - Tripoli. 





Tl x2 ore 08.00: da Tobruk | 
per Tripoli. 


fl x da Tobruk per Ben-| 
gesi e Ras el Aali. 


i 
Il :2 da Berna per Tripoli. 


Bi m2 da Bengasi per Tripole_| 
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Smg Granito. 
Smg Granito. 
3 motozattere italiane. 


Smg Sciesa. 





3 motozattere italiane. 


3 motozattere italiane. 


4 motozattere 


6 motozattere italiane. 


| 


aaa | 

4 motozattere italiane ed | 
1 barca-pompa (a ri-| 
morchio). | 


Smg Azropo. 
Smg Atropo. 


3 motozattere italiane. 


Tp San Martino. 





Con 


Con tona. 23 di munizioni. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Con 120 uomini € 102 tonn. di mate- 
riali. 


Con tonn. 84,2 di munizioni ¢€ tonn. 1 
di materiale sanitario. Il giorno 6 
alle ore 12.00, in piena fase di sca- 
rico, Punita  colpita in pieno da 3 
bombe di aereo con vasto incendio, 
domato a fatica dal personale di 
bordo; per le avarie subite Punitd 
si appoggia sul fondo e non é pit 
recuperata; per effetto delle esplo- 
sioni sono perdute 23 persone su 55 
presenti a bordo. 


Con 222 uomini ¢ 202 tonn. di mate- 
riali. 

Non imbarcarono carico essendo Mar- 
sa Matruh gid sgomberata. 


232 uomini € 242 tonn. di mate- 


Ge wo oe @ wae 


| Con 581 uomini € 389 tonn. di mate- 


riali 


Con 217 uomini € 230 tonn. di mate- 
riali. Per il tempo avverso la Mz. 
716 incaglia nella notte sul 15 € si 
perde nel Golfo della Sirte presso 
Ras Sultan. 


Con tonn. 50 di pezzi di ricambio e 
materiali di artiglieria. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Con 229 uomini e 163 tonn. di mate- 
riali. 


Adibita allo sgombero uffici ed archivi 
del Comando Marina. 


| Sosta a Bengasi dalle 12.00 alle 14.00 


3 motozattere italiane. 
2 motozattere italiane. 


; 


2 motogatiere malt 





Il 5 ore 10.30 a Tobruk. 


L’8 ore 07.35 ad Augusta. 


Il 4 a Tobruk. 


Il 6 ore 08.00 a Tobruk 


Il 6 a Tobruk. 


Tl 6 a Marsa Matruh. 
L’8 a Tobruk. 


L’8 a Derna. 


| 
i 





LY 2 Bea x 
Bi g a Tobenk. 

Il g a Derma. 

Il 10 a Bengasi. 


L’11 a Derma. 
Tl 13 a Bengasi. 


| Tl 18 a Tripoli. 


| I 33 ore o745 2 Tripoli, i 
| Il a7 ore 15.20 2 Taranto. 


| Tl x2 a Dem 


Il 14 a Bengasi. 
Il 1g a Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 07-45 a Tripel. 
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Segue: Novexexe 1942 








Data, ora ¢ localita 


di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di arrive 





Il 12 da Bengasi per Tripoli. 
Il 13 ore 12.15: da Taranto 
per Buerat. 


Il 17 ore 03.30: da Buerat 
per Taranto. 


Il 12 ore 12.30: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 18.00: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 
= 


Il 13 da Bengasi per Tripoli. 


Il 14 ore 07.00: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 


Il 14 ore 17.30; da Biserta 
per Napoli. 








Il 14 ore 12.30: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 


Il 18 ore 15.15: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 


Il 15 da Bengasi per Ras el 
Aali - Misurata - Tripoli. 


Il 16 ore 09.30: da Bengasi 
per Tripoli. 


Il 18 ore 03.00: da Taranto 
per Buerat. 


Il 23 ore 13.00: da Buerat 
per Taranto. 





Tl 18 ore 13.50: da Bengasi 
per Tripoli. 
| 
| 


Il 18 ore 23.50: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 


Tl 23 ore 22.00: da Tripoli | 
per Taranto. } 
Ii 20 ore 15.23: da Taranto. 


per Tripoli. 
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4 motozattere italiane. 


Smg Delfino. 


Smg Delfino. 


Smg Settimo. 


Smg Settimo. 


2 motozattere italiane. 


Ct Maestrale (c.sq.), 


Ct Grecale, 
Ct Oriani, 
Ct Gioberti. 


Ct Maestrale (c.sq.), 


Ct Grecale, 
Ct Oriani, 
Ct Gioberti. 


Smg Micca. 


Smg Micca. 


3 motozattere italiane. 


2 motozattere 
col Csmg Garibaldi. 


Smg Santarosa. 


Smg Santarosa. 


Tp Animoso. 


Smg Menotti. 


Smg Menottt. 


Smg Corridoni. 








Con 462 uomini e 219 tonn. di mate- 
riali. 
Con tonn. 71 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Con tonn. 25 di munizioni. 


‘Rientro dalla missione. 


Con 179 uomini e 307 tonn. di mate- 
riali. 


Con un reparto organico del 10° Reg- 
gimento bersaglieri (480 uomini) ¢ 
tonn. 165 di benzina in latte. 

Alle 16.00 del 14 il Gioberti ricupera 
Vequipaggio indenne di un Cant Z 
abbattuto da 4 caccia inglesi. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Rientro dalla missione. 
Con g uomini e 80 tonn. di materiali. 


Sgombero materiali della Marina te- 
desca. 


Con tonn. 36 di munizioni e 26 di 
benzina in latte. Attaccato da Smg 
senza esito, a 2000 metri dalla boa 
di Buerat il 23 alle 07.45. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Adibita allo sgombero del Comando 
Marina (1 ammiraglio, 8 ufficiali, 
24 sottufficiali - graduati - comuni). 


Con tonn. 30 di munizioni e 21 di 
benzina in latte. Sosta a Buerat nel- 
la notte sul 23. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


| Con wan. '55 di benzina im latte € 1 


G vive 


| Il 35 a Tripoli. 

Il 16 ore 17.30 a Buerat. 
Il 21 ore 14.10 a Taranto. 
Il 15 ore 13.30 a Tripoli. 
Il 18 ore 15.10 a Taranto. 


I 


16 a Tripoli. 


i=} 


Il 14 ore 15.00 a Biserta. 


Il 15 ore 08.10 a Napoli. 













Wat rp 2 eek 


Il 22 ore 18.20 a Taranto. 


Il 24 a Tripoli. 


Il 21 ore 16.00 2 Tapa 


Il 23 ore 0830 2 Bac 


Il 26 ore 15.10 a Taranta 


Il 20 ore 12.45 a Tripoli. 


Il 23 ore 13.00 a Tripoli. 





| Il 26 ore 15.30 2 Taranto. 


| Il 24 ore 09.20 2 Tripoli. 


Bit. 

























































ue 
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Segue: Novewsxe 1942 


Data, ora ¢ localita 


Unita adibite al tasporto 





Annotazioni 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di arrivo 





di partenza per 
Il 25 oré 13.00: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 
Il 19 ore 22.50: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. . 
Tl 25 ore 14.10: da Tripoli 


per Taranto. 


Il 20 ore o1.00: da Cagliari 


per Biserta. 

Il 20 ore 13.00: da Biserta 
per Cagliari. 

Il 2r ore 15.30: da Cagliari 


per Biserta. 


Il 21 ore 15.35: da Cagliari 


per Biserta. 

Hi 22 ore 10.45: da Biserta 
er Trapani. 

Il 23 ore 01.30: da Cagliari 

Hi 23 ore 11-30: da Biserta 
per Napoli. 

Tl 24 ore 02.15: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 

Il 24 ore 15.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 

Il 25 ore 01.45: da Palermo 


per Biserta. 


Tl 26 ore 13.00: da Biserta 


per Palermo. 


ll 26 ore 14.20: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 
Tl 29 ore 20.30: da Tripoli 


per Taranto. 


Il 28 ore 12.50: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Tl 1° dicembre ore 13.00: da 
Tripoli per Taranto. 


Ii 30 ore 03.00: da Palermo | 
| 2 motozattere tedesche. | 


per Biserta. 
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Smg Corridoni. 


Smg Tozti. 


Smg Tou. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sez.), 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sez.), 
Ct Da Noli. 


Gruppo navi aus. (moto- 
cisterne), 

Garighano, 

Tirso, 

Sesia, 

Scrivia. 


Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Da Noli. 





Ct Corsaro (c. sez.). 


Ct Grobert. 


Ci Corsaro (c.sez.), 
Ct Gioberti. 

Ct Da Noli. 

Ct Da Noli. 

2 motozattere italiane. 
2 motozattere italiane, 
Smg Narvalo. ; 
Smg Narvalo. 

Smg Settimo. 


Smg Setismo. 


I motozattera italiana, 





Rientro dalla missione. 

Con tonn. 60 di benzina in latte e 2 
di lubrificanti. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Con 750 uomini del Reggimento « San 
Marco ». 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Con 950 uomini del Reggimento « San 
Marco». Scortati dal Ct Pigafetta 
dalle 23.30. 


Trasporto truppe. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Con 700 uomini del Reggimento « San 


Rientro dalla missione. 

Trasporto truppe. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Aggregate al convoglio «XXI Aprile». 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Con tonn. 4o di munizioni, 23 di ben- 
zina in latte, 1,2 di lubrificanti. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Con tonn. 32 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Aggregate al P.fo Cerere. 


Il 29 ore 16.35 a Taranto. 
Il 24 ore 11.30 a Tripoli. 
Il 28 ore 23.30 a Taranto. 
Il 20 ore 08.40 a Biserta. 
Il 20 ore 20.50 a Cagliari. 


Il 22 ore 10.00 a Biserta. 


Il 22 ore 08.25 a Biserta. 


Il 22 ore 18.20 a Trapani. 





Il 23 ore 08.30 a Biserta. 


Tl 28 ore oo.10 2 Napoli 


Il 24 ore 09.20 a Biserta. 


Il 25 ore 02.45 2 Trapani. 
Il 26 ore 12.00 2 Biserea 


Il 27 ore 18.50 a Paleo 


Il 29 ore 11.45 a Trip 


Il 2 dicembre ore 14.20 
a Taranto. 


Il 1° dicembre ore 09.30 
a Tripoli. 


Il 4 ore 15.20 a Taranto. 


Bi 1° dicembre ore 09.00 
a Biserta. 





oge 


_ ige 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


Il 5 ore 04.15: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 


Il 7 ore 06.40: da °Biserta 
per Palermo. 


Il 7 ore 12.15; da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Il to ore 12.45: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 


L’8 ore 16.00; da Palermo 
per Biserta. 


Il 9 ore 13.10: da Taranto 
per Buerat. 


Il 12 ore 16.00: da Buerat 


per Taranto. 


Il ro ore 02.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Il ro ore 17.30: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Il ro ore 03.20: da Trapani 


Riserta 


Tl ro ore 17.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Tl 12 ore 15.15: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Il 16 ore 15.50: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 


Il 15 ore 00.35: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


fl 15 ore 12.45: da Tunisi 
per Trapani e Palermo. 


{ 
Tl 15 ore 0215: da Trapani | 
per Tunisi. 


Hi 35 ore 1500: de Tunis 
per Trapani i 
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DICEMBRE 1942 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Tp Ciclone. 

Tp Ciclone. 

Smg Settembrini. 

Smg Settembrini. 

4 motozattere tedesche. 
Smg Delfino. 

Smg Delfino. 

Ct Corazziere (c.sez.), 


Ct Zeno. 


Ct Corazziere (c.sez.), 
Ct Zeno. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli = 


Cx Mitraghere, 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Grecale. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Mitragliere, 

Ct Ascari, 

Ct Grecale. 


Smg Menotii. 


Smg Menotti. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Corazziere. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 


Ct Ascari, = 
Ct Corazztere. 


Ct Zeno (c.sez.), 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Zeno (c-sez.}, 


| @ Da Noli. 








Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Trasporto personale Reggimento « San 
Marco ». 


Rientro dalla missione. 
Con 27 mortai da 81 del R. Esercito 
€ munizioni (tonn. qr). 


Rientro dalla missione. 


“Aggregate al P.fo Rhea con breve so- 


sta a Trapani. 


Con tonn. 38 di munizioni, 22 di ben- 
zina in latte ed 1,5 di lubrificanti. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Trasporto truppe. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Trasporto personale della Marina e 


Si = — 


Rientro dalla missione, con goo smo- 
bilitati della Marina francese. 


Con tonn. 35 di munizioni, 21 di ben- 
zina in latte, 11 di motorina e L5 
di materiali vari. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Trasporto personale della Marina e 
truppe. 


x 


La squadriglia  inviata d’urgenza in 
soccorso dei naufraghi del P.fo San- 
t’Antioco affondato nel pomeriggio 
del 15 al largo di Capo Bon, ed & 
attaccata pit volte, senza esito, da 
aerei. Il Mitragliere porta 139 nau- 
fraghi a Palermo. 


Trasporto truppe. 


Rientro dalla missione_ . 


Il 5 ore 17.45 a Biserta 


Il 7 ore 17.00 a Palermo. 


Il 10 ore 09.30 a Tripoli 


Il 13 ore 13.00 a-Taranto. 


Il 12 ore 15.00 a Biserta. 


Il 12 ore 07.00 a Buerat. 


Il 15 ore 15.00 a Taranto. 


Il 10 ore 09.45 a Tunisi. 


Ltr ore 10.30 a Trapani. 





Il ro ore 10.30 a Biserta. 


. P 
L’11 ore 02.00 a Trapani. 


Il 16 ore o845 2 Tipe 


Il 19 ore 14.20 2 Taroee 


Il 15 ore 10.10 2 Tunis 


Il 15 ore 21.30 Ascari - 
Corazziere a Trapani. 

Il 16 ore o1.00 Mitragiie- 
re a Palermo. 





Il 15 ore 10.00 2 Tunisi 


| Hl 35 ove 23-30 a Trapani. 


. 
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Segue: Dicempre 1942 


Se ns — anal 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Data, ora e locales 


Annotazioni = 2 
di arrivo 





Il 16 ore 12.20: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Il 18 ore 02.00: da’ Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 18 ore 10.40: da Biserta 
per Trapani e Palermo. 


Il 18 ore 14.40: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 


Il 23 ore 13.00: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 


Il 18 ore 22.30: da Palermo 


per Biserta. 

Il 1g ore 13.30: da Biserta 
per Palermo. 
Il 19 ore o1.20: da Biserta 

per Napoli. 





Il 21 ore ot.00: 
per Biserta. 


da Trapani 


Il 21 ore 02.00: 
per Biserta. 


da Trapani 


Tl 21 ore 10.30: da Biserta 


per Palermo. 


Il 21 ore 10.40: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 
Il 21 ore 07.15: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 
Il 21 ore 14.25: da Taranto 

per Tripoli. 


Il 25 ore 15.00; da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 
Il 22 ore 00.30: da Palermo 


per Biserta. 





Tl 22 ore 12.00: 


da Biserta | 
per Palermo. | 


Il 22 ore 02.00: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 
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Smg Settimo. 


Ct Corazziere (c.sez.), 
Ct Ascari. 


Ct Corazziere (c.sez.), 
Ct Ascari. 


Smg Corridoni. 
Smg Corridoni. 


Ct Bersagliere (c.sez), 
Ct Granatiere. 


Ct Bersagliere (c.sez); 
Ct Granatiere. 


Ct Geniere, 
Ct Gioberti. 





Ct Legionanio (c.sq-), 
Ct Bombardiere, 

Ct Corazziere, 

Ct Grecale. 

Ct Pigafetta (c.sez.), 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Bombardiere, 

Ct Corazziere. 

Ct Legionario (c.sez.), 
Ct Grecale. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


Smg Settembrini. 


Smg Settembrini. 


Ct Bersagliere (c.sez.), 
Ct Granatiere. 





Ct Bersagliere (c.sez.), 


| Ct Granatiere. 


Smg Micca. 


Con tonn. 32 di munizioni. 


Il 19 ore c8.45 2 Tripoli 


Trasporto truppe. Il 18 ore 09-30 2 Baserse 


Rientro dalla missione. La sezione & 
attaccata da aerei alle 12.00 senza 
esito. 


Il 38 ore 17-30 Corer 
re a Trapani. 

ll 18 ore 21.00 Ascari 2 
Palermo. 


Con tonn. 46 di kenzina in latte, 3 dij Il 22 ore 12.45 a Tripoli 
olio lubrificante e 2 di viveri. 


Rientro dalla missione. Il 27 ore 16.30 a Taranto. - 


Trasporto truppe. Il 19 ore 08.00 a Bisexta. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Il 19 ore 23.30 a Palermo. 


Di ritorno dopo missione di scorta 
convoglio, scortano a Napoli i Ct 
francesi, la Batailleuse ¢ Coman- 
dant Riviére e trasportano 587 smo- 


Il 20 ore 16.00 2 Napoli. 





Trasporto 1750 uomini di truppa. 


Il 21 ore 09.00 a Bisexta 
| idem 


| Il 21 ore 23.40 a Palermo 

| idem 

idem 

idem 

| Il 21 ore 21-00 a Trapani 
idem 


i 
i 


Rientro dalla missione, con 1000 smo-| 
bilitati della Marina francese. 


Aggregate al P.fo Etruria che affon- 


Tl 22 ore 24.00 a Biserta 
da alle 02.35 del 22. 





Con tonn. 45,4 di munizioni. Il 25 ore 08.00 2 Tripolt 
| 


Rientro dalla missione. 


| too 
| 


Con 650 uomini di truppa e personale | Il 22 ore 10.40 2 Biserta 
della Marina. 
| 


Rientro dalla missione, scortando a) Il 23 ore 05-40 2 Paleo 
Palermo la Mn ted. Ankara. 

Con tonn. 174 di benzina € x di tetra-| Il 27 ore 16.00 2 Tripoli. 
doruro di piombo. Sosta 2 Messina | ; 
dalle oo05 del 2¢ alle op go del 25 
pe aa : 


; 
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a | 
Segue: Dicemsze 1942 = 
a LS a 
Data, ora ¢ localita ee Ke Data, ora e localita 
Gi partenza per Unita adibite al trasporto Annotazioni | Gs 
I 
| | 
Il 28 ore 04.40: da Tripoli) Smg Micca. Rientro dalla missione. Il 31 ore 11.30 a Taran. 
per Taranto. 
Il 22 ore 17.35: da Biserta} Tp Ardito. Con le Tp francesi Bombarde, Iphi- | Il 23 ore 18.15 2 Palen. 
per Palermo. génie e La Pomone, catturate a Bi- 
serta ed armate con equipaggi ita- 
liani, scorta la Mn Calino che rien- 
tra a Palermo; il convoglio trasporta | 
2700 smobilitati della Marina fran- 
cese. 
Tl 22 ore 22.00: da Tripoli) Mv Cotugno. Rimpatria sostando a Sfax e Pantel- | Il 25 ore 17.00 a Trapani. 
per Trapani. leria. | 
Il 22 ore 22.00: da Trapani] Ct Legionario (c.sq-); Trasporto truppe. Il 23 ore 07.00 a Biserta. 
per Biserta. Ct Bombardiere, 
Ct Grecale. 
| 
Il 23 ore 09.00: da Biserta| Ct Legionario (c.sq-), Rientro dalla missione, con 500 smo- | Il 23 ore 23.30 Legionario 
per’ Palermo e Napoli. Ct Bombardiere, bilitati della Marina francese. e Grecale a Palermo. 
Ct Grecale. ae Il 25 ore 04.30 Bombar- i 
2 diere a Napoli. ] 
Il 23 ore 14.00: da Taranto) Smg Otaria. Con tonn. 23,3 di munizioni e 63 di | Il 27 ore 11.30 a Tripoli. | 
per Tripoli. motorina. | 
Il 27 ore 18.00: da Tripoli] Smg Ovaria. Rientro dalla missione. | 


per Taranto 


Il 23 ore 22.30: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Tl 24 ore 11.30: da Tunisi 


per Palermo. 


Tl 24 ore 19.00: da Trapani 


per Tunisi. 


Il 24 ore 21.00: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Tl 25 ore 10.30: da Tunisi 


per Palermo. 


Il 25 ore 13.30: da Susa per 


Biserta. 


Ti 25 ore 20.30: da Biserta 


per Trapani. 


Tl 26 ore 20.00: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 
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; 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Da Noli. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 
Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Bersagliere, 

Ct Corazziere, 

Ct Grecale. * 
Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Bersagliere, 


Ct Corazziere, 
Ct Grecale. 


2 motozattere tedesche. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Pigafetta (c-sq-), 
Ct Zeno, 


| Ct Legionario. 





Trasporto 1050 uomini di tuppe 


Rientro dalla missione, scortando la 
Mn Oriani a Palermo. 


Ci aggregano al convoglio « XXI 
Aprile » proveniente da Palermo. 


Con 1200 uomini di truppa. 


Di rientro dalla missione, con un’ali- 
quota di smobilitati della Marina 
francese € prigionieri (1200 uomini 
complessivamente); il Ct Grecale, 
per avaria, giunge a Palermo alle 
ore 00.15 del giorno 26. 


Alle 15.00 del 25 sono attaccate da 


aerei a 2 mg. da Susa. La Mz. 543 | 


é incendiata e abbandonata dal per- 
sonale che @ salvato dalla Mz. 542 
la quale rientra a Susa. 


Trasporto truppe- 


Il 30 ore 14.30 a Taranto. 


Tl 2p oe Es 2 Te 


j » 
| 


| 


| Tl 25 ore 02.00 2 Palermo. 


Il 25 ore 15.50 a Tunist 


Il 25 ore 08.30 a Tunis 


Il 25 ore 22.40 a Palermo. 


| 
| Il 25 ore 23.30 a Susa 





| Il 26 ore 10.00 2 Trapani. 


} Hl 27 ore 07-30 a Tunis 





BW > ‘98 
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Segue: Dicemeze 1942 





Data, ora ¢ localita | 


di partenza per 
| 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localid 
di arrivo 





Il 27 ore 10.15: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 27 ore 23.15: da Palermo 
per Tunisi e Biserta. 


Il 28 ore 10.30: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 

Il 28 ore 15.00: da Biserta 
per Palermo. 


Il 28 ore 20.15: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Il.29 ore 10.00: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 29 ore 12.30: da Taranto 


per Tripoli. 





Il 2 gennaio ore 16.00: da 


Tripoli ps 


Taranto. 


a =y xe m0: dz Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Il 30 ore 09.30: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 30 ore 20.30: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


Il 31 ore 09.30: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Smg Delfino. 
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Ct Pigafetta (c.sq-), 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Legionario. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sez.), 
Ct Bersagliere. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sez.), 


Ct Bersagliere. 


Ct Legionario (c.sq-), 
Ct Granatiere, 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Ct Legionario (c.sq-), 
Ct Granatiere, 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Smg Delfino. 


Ci Pegejess (<sq.), 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Da Noli. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sez.), 
Ct Ascari. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sez.), 
Ct Ascari. 





Rientro dalla missione, con 600 uomi- 
ni (smobilitati della Marina france- 
se € prigionieri). 


Trasporto truppe. 


Rientro dalla missione scortando la 
Mn Caterina Costa. 


Con goo uomini di truppa. 


Rientro dalla missione scortando il 
convoglio P.fi XXI Aprile e Carlo 
Zeno. 


Con tonn. 4o di munizioni, 16 di mo- 
torina alla rinfusa e 20 di benzina 
in latte. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Coa 1050 comm & weppe 


Rientro dalla missione. Lo Zeno per 
avaria dirige per Trapani. 3 


Trasporto truppe. Nella notte reiterati 
attacchi aerei, senza conseguenze. 


Rientro dalla missione, con 600 pri- 
gionieri. 








| Il 27 ore 23.30 a Palermo. 


Il 28 ore 09.10 Mitragize- 
re a Tunisi, ore 14-49 
Bersagliere a Bisexta. 


Il 2g ore 05.00 a Palermo. 


Il 29 ore 08.45 a Tunis 


Il 30 ore 16.00 a Palermo. 


Il 2 gennaio ore 08.30 2 


Tripoli. 


Il 6 gennaio ore 10.20 2 


Bop oe @p 2 Te 
Il 30 ore 22.15 a Palermo. 


Il 31 ore 08.30 2 Tunis. 


Il 31 ore 21.30 2 Palermo. 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


GENNAIO 1943 
a 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 





Data, ora e localiza 


di arrivo 





Il 1° ore 20.00: da Sfax per 


Tripoli. 


Il 6 ore 00.30: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Il 6 ore 13.15: da Tunisi 


per Palermo. 


Il 6 ore 02.00: da Palermo 


per Biserta. 


Il 6 ore 13.00: da Biserta 


per Palermo. 


Il 6 ore 22.00: da Tripoli 


per Palermo. 


Il 7 ore 12.50: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 


Il 12 ore 15.00: da Tripoli 


per Taranto. 


Il 7 ore 14.00: da Trapani 


per Biserta. 


L’8 ore 00.15: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


L’8 ore 11.30: da Tunisi per 


Palermo. 


L’8 ore o1.00: da Palermo 


per Biserta. 


Tl g ore 07.45: da Biserta 


per Palermo e Napoli. 
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3 motozattere italiane. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Bersagliere, 

Ct Granatiere. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Bersagliere, 

Ct Granatiere. 


4 motozattere italiane. 











Smg Settimo. 
Smg Settimo. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari. 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari. 
Ct Bombardiere. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Granatiere,” 
Ct Gioberti. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 


Ct Granatiere, 
Ct Gioberti. 


Smg Narvalo. 


Trasporto truppe (960 uomini). 


Con 320 rimpatrianti. 


Trasporto truppe (1200 uomini), per- 
sonale R.A. € materiali vari. 


Con 1020 uomini tra smobilitati del- 
la Marina francese e rimpatrianti. 


Con personale e materiale della Piaz- 
za di Tripoli, di cui @ iniziato lo 
sgombero, partono col P.fo E. Mo- 
randi*che la sera del g & affondato 
a cannonate da un Smg. Le Mz rea- 








giscono, quindi proseguono _ per 
Pantelleria ove sostano 





Pani soando dalle 1300 cel 25 He 


06.30 del 18 per sbarcare i naufraghi 
del piroscafo. 
Con tonn. 30 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Scortate dalla Tp Dezza. 


Trasporto truppe (930 uomini), perso- 
nale della Marina e materiali vari. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Trasporto truppe (960 uomini), per- 
sonale della Marina e materiali vari. 


Scorta alle Mn Calino ed Ankara. 


Il Pigafetta alle 16.40 del g dirige per | 


Palermo. 


Il 3 ore 10.00 a Tripol 


Il 6 ore 1230 2 Teme 


Il 7 ore 01.00 2 Palemma 


Il 6 ore 12.00 a Bisexta. 


Il 7 ore o1.30 a Palermo. 


{1 18 ore 22.00 a Palermo. 





dalle 10.00. 





es 













| l 12 ore 10.00 2 Tripoli 


Tl 15 ore 14.30 2 Taranto. 
L’8 ore 08.30 a Biserta. 


L’8 ore 10.30 a Tunis 


L’8 ore 22.00 2 Palermo 


L’8 ore 12.15 a Biserta 


Il 10 ore 00.30 Pigaferss 

a Palermo. 

Tl 10 ore 14.00 Giobersi ¢ 

Granatiere con le mo 
es NESE 


Coa tonn_ 24 di benzina in latte € 31 0 33 ore 14.30 a Tripoli 


G mmariosi_ 


E 























USMM 8 The Traffic with North Africa. Vol. 3 


Segue: Gexxato 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 





Il 13 ore 13.00: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 


Il ro ore 13.00: da Biserta 


per Trapani. 


Il 10 ore 22.00: da Tripoli 
per Trapani. 
Il 12 ore 12.50: da Taranto 

per Tripoli. 


Il 16 ore 17.00: da Tripoli 
per Taranto. 
q Il 14 ore 12.30: da Sfax per 
Tripoli. 


Il 15 ore 12.00: da Taranto 
per Tripoli. 





Il 15 ore 15.00: da Taranto 
per Sfax. =| 


Il 23 ore 12.50: da Sfax Per | 
Taranto. 


Il 15 ore 20.00: da Tripoli| 
per Trapani. | 


Il 16 ore 23.00: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


Smg Narvalo. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 
3 motozattere italiane. 
Smg Otaria. 
Smg Ozaria. 
2 motozattere italiane. 


Smg Santarosa. 


Smg Zoea. 
Smg Zoea. 


Mcist Tanaro. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq-), 
Ct Premuda, 


| Ct Zeno. 


Il 17 ore 12.30: da Tunisi| 
per Trapani ¢ Palermo. | 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Premuda, 


| Ct Zeno. 


} 
Hl 17 ore 02.30: da Trapani| 
per Biserta. i 


Page 394-395 


Ct Legionario (c.sq-}. 
Ct Bombardiere, 

Ct Ascari, 

Ct Corazziere. 


| @ Ieee oe) 
| Ce Bombardierc. 








Alle 13.00 del 14, nelle acque a sud 
di Malta, & attaccato da aerei e col- 
pito da bombe subendo danni che 
gli impediscono di immergersi. Alle 
13.30 & raggiunto dai Ct Pakenham 
ed Hursley dai quali & affondato 
alle 14.00 dopo impari combatti- 
mento. : 


Di conserva col P.fo Docilitas ed il 
My S. Michele. 


Con tonn. 25 di munizioni. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Con tonn. 35 di munizioni ¢ 6 di ma- 

“teriali vari. Alle 06.30 del 19, en- 
trando-a Tripoli, incaglia sulla sec- 
ca della. Caliuscia. Attaccato da Ms 
prima alle o- C 


o2 






20, = colpito al centro da siluro, € 
successivamente distrutto nelle ope- 
razioni di sgombero della Piazza 
nel pomeriggio del ar. 


Con tonn. 35 di munizioni e 6 di ma- 
teriali vari. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Sosta a Sfax dalle 05.00 del 16, indi 
percorrendo rotte costiere del golfo 
di Gabes, alle 23.40 del 16 @ sor 
presa dai Ct Jervis ¢ Kelly che la 
cannoneggiano affondandola verso 
le 00.30 del 17. 


Trasporto truppe (950 uomini) ¢ ma- 
teriali vari (tonn. 12). 


Rientro dalla missione scortando il 
P.fo XXI Aprile fino alle 14.30. 


Trasporto truppe (1 200 uomini i) € ma 
teriali vari (tonn. 12). 


3 SSS . 
Mn M. Roseiz. Alle 3725 del 17 


Bombardiere 2 sin di 


k 
a 


q - 


L’11 ore 07.40 a Trapani. 
Il 17 ore 03.20 a Trapani. 
Il 16 ore 11.15 a Tripoli. 


Il 19 ore 15.00 a Taranto. 


Il 15 ore 22.40 a Tripoli. 





indi all€ 03.30 dei 


Tl 23 ore 08.30 a Six 


Il 28 ore 14.30 2 Taranto 


Il 17 ore 1000 a Tunis 


Tl 37 ore 20.45 Mitregie- 
re ¢ Zeno 2 Trapant 

Il 18 ore 00-30 Premads 
a Palermo. 





lt +7 ex opp a ee 


Tl 38 ore 0030 Lepoms 
rio ¢ la Mn 2 Palermo. 

















Segue: Gexxato 1943 
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Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto Annotazioni 


Data, ora e local 
di arrive 





Il 17 ore 12.20: da Biserta 


per Palermo. 


Il 17 ore 07.30: da Trapani 
per Trapani. 


Il 17 ore 17.00: da Palermo 
per Sfax. 


Il 17 ore 18.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Ii 18 ore 10.50: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Il 19 ore 07.10: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 19 ore 23.30: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 





Il 20 ore 12.30: da Tunisi 


per Palermo. 


Tl 20 ore 12.40: da Biserta 


per Napoli. 


Il 21 ore 21.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Il 21 ore 08.45: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Il 21 ore 21.00: da Trapani 
per Sfax e Susa. 


Il 22 ore 18.30: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 


Hy 


} 


| 
| 


Tl 23 ore. 00.15: da Palermo | 

per Tunis. | 
Ti 23 ore 16.00: ——— 
per Bisext2. i 
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United con esplosione del deposito 
munizioni e della caldaia di prora, 
ed affonda a NW di Marettimo. 
Per i soccorsi intervengono le Cy 
Antilope, Artemide, Gabbiano e la 
No Capri. 


Rientro dalla missione scortando la 
Mn I. Corrado. 


Ct Ascari (c.sez.), 
Ct Corazziere. 


7 motozattere tedesche., 
8 motozattere italiane. 


3 motozattere tedesche. Di conserva con convoglio « Col di 


Lana », Gerd ed Estier e \a scorta. 


7 motozattere tedesche. 


3 motozattere tedesche. 





Ct Mitragliere (c.sq-), 
Ct Premuda, 
Ct Camicia Nera, 


Trasporto truppe (1 200 uomini) e ma- 
teriali vari. 





Ct Mitragiiere (c.sq-), Rientro dalla missone. 
Ct Premuda, j 

Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Granatiere. 

Smg ex fr. Espadon. Scortati dalla Tp Cascino. 
Smg ex fr. Requin. 


Avviati su rotte radenti costiere sono 
attaccati da aerei alle 13.30 del 20 
con mitragliamento e bombe. Il Fia- 
nona affonda alle 15.30 del 22, gli 

* altri due con feriti e danni raggiun- 

gono Sfax ove sostano fino al 29. 


Rim Fianona, 
Rim Porto Adriano, 
Rim Porto Tricase. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 


io motozattere italiane. 


Alle 15.00 del 23 al largo di Capo Bon 
sono attaccate da aerei con spezzo- 
namento ¢ mitragliamento. Una Mz 
affonda, Valtra coi naufraghi rien- 
tra a Palermo. La reazione delle 
Mz abbatte due 2erei. 


2 motozattere tedesche. 





i 
ro motozattere tedesche. | Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


3 motozatitre sedesche- 





Il 18 ore 02.30 2 Palermo 
Il 18 ore ae Tunis. 
Il 21 ore 10.40 a Sfax. 

Il 18 ore 20.00 a Bisert2. 
Il 19 ore 10.20 a Trapani. 


Il 19 ore 23.45 a Trapani. 


Il 20 ore 10.30 a Tunisi- 


bot 
















































Bi at ore ot 55 2 Pe me 


Il 22 ore 05.40 a Napoli. 


Il 29 ore 09.20 2 Trapani. 


Il 22 ore 17.30 2 Tene 


Il 21 ore 15.30 7 moto 
zattere a Sus2. 
Il 22 ore 15.00 3 mow 
zattere a Sfax. 


| Il 23 ore 24.00 Mzz8z 2 
| Palermo. 


i 





Il 24 ore 19.00 2 Tunis. 


| H 2g ove x25 2 Bieta 




































Segue: Gexnato 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 
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Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 








aaa aa a 


Data, ora e locala 
di arrivo 





Il 23 ore 15.00: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


















Il 23 ore 23.30: da Palermo 


per Tunisi. 


Il 24 ore 14.00: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 25 ore 06.15: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 26 ore 23.30: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


a 5 Il 27 ore 13.30: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 27 ore 08.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 














Il 27 ore 17.45: 









= Il 28 ore 12.40: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Tl 28 ore 03.45: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 28 ore 13.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 28 ore 06.00: da Trapani 
per Susa. 


Il 28 ore 15.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 29 ore 22.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 30 ore 00.30: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


Tl 30 ore 13.50: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 





Tl 30 ore 14.00: da Trapani 
per Sus2. i 
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da Trapani 


6 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Premuda (c.sq.), 
Ct Granatiere, 

Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Gioberti. 


Ct Premuda (c.sq.), 
Ct Granatiere, 

Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Gioberti. 


3 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Premuda (c.sq.), 
Ct Granatiere, 

Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Gioberti. 


Ct Premuda (c.sq.), 
Ct Granatiere, 

Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Gioberti. 


3 motozattere tedesche. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Malocello (c-sq-), 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Corazziere. 


Ct Malocello. (c.sq.), 
Ct Ascari, 
Ct Corazziere. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 


Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Zeno. 

Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Zeno. S 


4 motozattere tedesche. 
4 motozattere tedesche. 
4 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Premuda, 

Ct Camicia Nera, 

Ct Gioberti. 


Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.), 
Ct Premuda, 
Ct Camicia Nera, 


| Ct Gioberti. 


3 motozattere italiane. 


Trasporto truppe (1 150 uomini), per- 
sonale della Marina e materiali vari. 


Rientro dalla missione con circa 600 
rimpatrianti dalla Tripolitania. 


Trasporto truppe (1200 uomini), per- 


sonale della Marina e materiali vari. 


Rientro dalla missione, con 300 rim- 
rimpatrianti dalla Tripolitania, 








Scortato dragamine Levanzo. 


Trasporto treppe (ego comin}. 


Rientro dalla missione, con 500 rim- 
patrianti dalla Tripolitania. 


Trasporto truppe (990 uomini). 


Rientro dalla missione. 





Trasporto truppe (1200 uomini), per- 
sonale della Marina e materiali vari. 





Rientro dalla missione, con 600 rim- 
patrianti dalla Tripolitania. 


ee 
| Lisboa che alle 500 del 31 
| rap ¢ affomdtn da Seg ce ce 
| perame i eaeiosh 


Il 24 ore 16.00 a Trapani. 


Il 24 ore 1200 2 Tom 


Il 25 ore 02.30 2 Palermo 


Il 27 ore 07.15 a Trapani. 


Il 27 ore 11.00 a Tunisi. 
Il 27 ore 23.45 a Palermo. 


Il 28 ore 12.00 a Trapani. 















Tl 23 cee razé 2 To 
Il 28 ore 22.10 a Trapani. 
Il 28 ore 11.00 2 Bisersa 
Il 28 ore 23.15 2 Teapot 


Il 30 ore 10.00 2 Sass 


Tl 29 ore 12.00 a Trapani. 
Il 30 ore 10.50 a Biserta. 


Tl 30 ore 13.00 2 Tunis. 


Il 31 ore o1-00 a Palermo. 


Il 28 ore 16.45 a Biserta. 
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FEBBRAIO 1943 . ; =| 


eee SS EEE —S SSS 
Data, ora e localita Data, ora e localita 









































di partenza per Unita adibite al trasporto Annotazioni dime | 
| 
Il x°* ore 06.30: da Trapani| Ct Legionario (c.sq-), Trasporto truppe (1700 uomini) € ma- Il 1° ore 14.00 a Tunis 
per Tunisi. Ct Malocello, teriali vari. Alle 13.30 all’imbocca- 
Ct Da Noli, tura di La Goletta attacco aereo 
Ct Zeno, senza esito. 
Ct Corazziere. 
Il 1° ore 15.45: da Tunisi] Ct Legionario (c.sq;), Con 470 rimpatrianti. Il x° ore 23.30 a Trapant 
per Trapani. Ct Malocello, Alle 19.00 attacco aereo senza esito. ! 
Ct Da Noli, 
Ct Zeno, 
Ct Corazziere. ! 
hs | 
Il 1° ore 23.10: da Palermo] Ct Mitragliere (c.sq-) Trasporto truppe (1200 uomini) € ma- Il 2 ore 10.40 a Tunist ! 
per Tunisi. Ct Premuda, teriali vari. Alle 05.15 del 2 un Smg 
Ct Camicia Nera, in immersione lancia due siluri con- 
Ct Gioberti. tro il Mitragliere che li evita colla 
manovra. ! 
Il 2 ore 11.20: da Tunisi| Ct Mitraglere (c.sq,), Con 130 rimpatrianti. Il 2 ore 21.15 a Palermo] 
per Palermo. Ct Premuda, 
: Ct Camicia Nera, | 
3 Ct Gioberti. | 
Il 5 ore 00.30: da Palermo | Ct Mitragliere (c.sq-), Trasporto truppe (960 uomini) e ma- | Il 5 ore 11.00 2 Tunis. 
per Tunisi. Ct Carabiniere, teriali vari. 
Ct Camicia Nera, 
Ct Giobertt. 











Con 220 rimpatrianti. Il 6 ore 01.45 2 Palermo. 





Il 5 ore 13.30: da ‘Tunisi | Ct Mitragliere (c.sq.); 





Cx Camiaa Ners, 



































Ct Giobert. 
Il 5 ore o1.00: da Trapani] Ct Malocello (n.a.), Trasporto truppe (920 uomini) e ma- | Il 5 ore 09.45 2 Tumi 
per Tunisi. Ct Zeno, teriali vari. | 
Ct Corazziere, 
Ct Da Noli. 
Il 5 ore 11.15: da Tunisi} Ct Malocello (n.a.), Rientro dalla missione. Il 5 ore 20.30 a Trapant. 
per Trapani. Ct Zeno, 
Ct Corazziere, 
Ct Da Noli. 
Il 5 ore 07.00: da Trapani] 6 motozattere tedesche. Scortate da 1 Ms tedesca. | Il 6 ore 15.00 2 Tunis 
per Tunisi. . 
Il 5 ore 08.00: da Marsala] 3 motozattere tedesche. Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. | Il 6 ore 19.00 2 Tune 
per Tunisi. 
Il 5 ore 17.45: da Trapani] 2 motozattere tedesche. Il 6 ore 14.00 2 Bisera 
per Biserta. | | 
} ] 
Il 6 ore 21.00: da Trapani| 3 motozattere tedesche. | | Il 7 ore 13.00 a2 Tent 
per Biserta. | 
L’8 ore 08.00: da Marsala} 1 motozattera tedesca. Con 8 Ms ted. in trasferimento. Il 9 ore 16.00 a Tunisi ie 
per Tunisi. La Mz affonda causa mare durante la | sole motosiluranti. 
notte. } 
Il 15 ore 12.00: da Marsala| 6 motozattere tedesche. Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. Il 16 ore 19.30 2 Tunisi 
per Tunisi. : | 
; 
Il 35 ove 17.00: da Trapani| 3 motozattere tedesche. | | Tl 16 ore t1.30 2 Bisea 
per Biserta. i 4 


i 
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Segue: Fessrato 1943 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 





Il 16 ore 09.30 
Trapani. 


: da Sfax per 


Il 17 ore 11.45 
Trapani. 


: da Sfax per 


Il 18 ore 08.00: da Marsala 


per Tunisi. 


Il 21 ore 12.00: da Marsala 


per Tunisi. 


Il 21 ore 17.00 
per Biserta. 


: da Trapani 


Il 21 ore 02.30 


: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e locale 
di arrivo 





6 motozattere italiane. 


5 motozattere italiane. 


‘5 motozattere tedesche 
con 4 Ms tedesche. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 
Ct Zeno, 





Il 21 ore 05.30: da Trapani 


Tl 21 ore 13.50: da Tunisi 


per Trapani e Palermo. 


Il 23 ore 18.00: da Biserta 
per Palermo. 


Il 23 ore 06.50: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Il 23 ore 18.30: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 24 ore 06.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Tl 25 ore 07.10: da Tunisi 
per Biserta. 


Il 27 ore 20.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Tl 28 ore 07.45: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Ti 28 ore:09.25: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 
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Ct Malocello, 


Ci Pigajetta (c-sq.), 
Ct Da Noli, 

Ct Zeno, 

Ct Malocello, 

Ct Alpino. 


Smg F.115 (ex francese 
Dauphin). 


7 motozattere tedesche 
con 6 Ms tedesche in 


trasferimento. 
* 


4 motozattere tedesche. 
RD. 42. 


Cist Scrivia. 


9 motozattere tedesche. 


7 motozattere tedesche 
con 6 Ms tedesche in 
trasferimento. 





| 6 campagne sacionte 
(con, 6 Ms sedesche in 


' 
5 














ee 


Causa mare la Mz.714 affonda e la 
Mz. 739 fa avaria al motore e deve 
essere presa a rimorchio; in conse- 
guenza il gruppo ripara a Pantelle- 
ria dalle 24.00 del 18 alle 04.30 
del 25. 


Causa mare sostano a Pantelleria dal- 
le 17.00 del 18 alle 04.40 del 22. 


Il gruppo, molto provato dal mare 
tempestoso e dalle avarie ai motori, 
si disperde; alcune unitA affondano, 
altre incagliano sulla costa fra Tu- 
nisi ¢ Biserta. Tutti gli equipaggi si 
salvano. 


Con 7 Ms tedesche in trasferimento. 


Trasporte truppe (2 100 uomini) e ma- 
teriali vari. 


Con Cv Antilope e Persefone in rien- 
tro dal rastrello antisom. 


Alle 16.30 del 23 in lat. 37°42’N, long. 
11°02’E in un attacco aereo 2 Mz 
affondano. Gli equipaggi sono tratti 
in salvo dalle altre unita. 


Sosta la notte a Pantelleria. 


Alle 21-00 del 28 la Mz. 220 affonda 


in lat. 37°39’N, long. 10°58’E per 
urto contro mina alla deriva. 


Il 25 ore 14.35 a Trapani 


Il 22 ore 16.40 2 Trapani. 


Il 19 ore 16.00 due Mz 
¢€ una Ms a Tunisi. 


Il 23 ore 07.30 a Tunisi 
Il 22 ore 11.30 a Biserta. 


Il 2r ore 12.00 a Tunist. 





Di 2 ee 21-30 2 Trapt 
Il 22 ore 01.15 Alpimo a 
Palermo. 


j 


Tl 25 ore 06.45 2 Palermo. 


Il 24 ore 12.20 2 Temes 





Il 24 ore 14.00 2 Biserce 
Il 26 ore 00.30 2 Temes 
Il 25 ore 17-30 a Biserta. 
Il 28 ore 11.30 a Biserta. 
0 I° marzo ore 17.00 2 


Tunisi. 


| 
Il x” marzo ore ig30 2 
Tunisi. 


aim 


7 
asm 
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Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 


MARZO 1943 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 





Il 1° ore 04.20: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 


Il x° ore 07.20: da Trapani 


per Tunisi. 


Il 1° ore 14.30: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Il x° ore 14.30: da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 


Il 2 ore 08.00: da Tunisi per 
Marsala. 


Il 2 ore 09.50: da Tunisi per 
Marsala. 





Il 3 ore 17.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 

Il 4 ore 07.30: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Tl g oe woo: & Tunis 
per Trapani. 


L’8 ore 07.35: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Il to ore 13.00: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


L’rr ore 08.30: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


L’u1 ore 12.30: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Il 12 ore 07.00: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


| 
Il 13 ore 10.00: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 





Ii 13 ore 15.30: da Biserta| 


per Trapani. 
Hl 14 ore 10.35: da Marsala | 


per Tunisi. 


| 
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Ct Alpino, 
Ct Fuciliere. 


Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Malocello, 
Ct Premuda. 
Ct Pigafetta (c.sq.), 
Ct Malocello, 
Ct Premuda. 


Ct Alpino, 
Ct Fuciliere. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


8 motozattere tedesche. 





6 motozattere tedesche. 


9 mowzsttere wdeske 
divise in due gruppt: 
uno dizeunodi6. | 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


tedesche. 


eo 


motozattere 


motozattere tedesche. 


UW 


tedesche. 


co 


motozattere 


motozattere 


wt 


tedesche. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 


motozattere tedesche. 





6 motozattere tedesche. 


. 


I due gruppi si riuniscono oltre le 
» Egadi, con 1930 uomini di truppa 
| complessivamente a bordo. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Rientro dalla missione. 

Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 
Scortate da 6 Ms tedesche. 
Scortate da 2 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. Nella notte 
una motozattera scompare per pre- 
sumibile urto contro mina alla de- 
riva. 


Nella nour sel 5 d primo greppo pee 
de una Mz su una mina. Il secondo 


gruppo sosta, causa mare, fino al 7} 


a ridosso di un promontorio. Nella 
notte sull’8 ha un breve scontro col- 
V'Inc Manxman, riportando lievi 
danni. 


Scortate da 7 Ms tedesche. 
Scortate da 6 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 6 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 2 Ms tedesche. Nel pome- 
riggio dell’1z attacco di aerei a bas- 
sa quota, due dei quali vengono 
abbattuti. 


Scortate da 7 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche.. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 








Il 1° ore 13.25 a Tunist 


Il 2 ore 03.20 a Trapani. 


Il 2 ore 05.30 a Pubreee 
Il 3 ore 16.40 a Marsala. 
Il 3 ore 18.25 a Marsala. 
Il 4 ore 11.45 a Tunisi. 


Il 5 ore 15.30 a Tunisi. 


Bsar 55 oe Md 
1° gruppo 2 Trapani. 

L’8 ore 09.40 secondo 
gruppo a Trapani. 


Il 9 ore 16.30 2 Tem 
Liz ore 13.00 2 Marcia 
Il 12 ore 10.40 2 Tees 


Il 12 ore 09.00 2 Tunis 


Il 13 ore 07-00 a Marsala. 


Tl 14 ore 10.30 a Marsala 


| Il 14 ore 14.40 2 Marsala 


Tl 35 ore 06.30 2 Tons 








Segue: Maszo 1943 
SS SS 


Unit3 adibite al trasporto 
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Annotazioni 


Data, ora e locate 
di arrive 





Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 

Il 14 ore 18.20: da Palermo 
per Tunisi. 

Il 15 ore 11.25; da Tunisi 
per Palermo. 

Il 15 ore or.15: da Trapani 
per La Goletta. 

Il 15 ore 11.20: da La Go- 


letta per Palermo. 


Il 15 ore 00.30: 
per Tunisi. 


Il 15 ore 11.50: 


per Trapani. 


Il 16 ore 06.00 
per Marsala. 


per Tunisi. 


Il 16 ore 17.00: 


per Biserta. 


Il 16 ore 21.30: 


ll 317 
per 


ore 10.30 


Il 17 
per 


ore 12.00: 
Tunisi. 


1) a 4 


ow 
per 


ore 22.00 
Trapani. 


Il 38 
per 


Trapani. 


Il 19 
per 


ore 22.00: 
Tunisi.. 


Il 19 
per 


ore 19.00 
Tunisi. 


Il 20 ore 10.55: 


per Napoli. 


Il 20 ore 12.00: 


per Tunisi. 


Il 20 ore 08.35: 


per Marsala. 


Il 21 ore 17.50: 


il 21 ore 19.00: 
il 21 ore 22.00: 
per Tunisi. 
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Il 16 ore 07.00: 


ore 09.22: 


da Trapani 


da Tunisi 


: da Tunisi 


da Marsala 


da Trapani 





da Palermo 


: da Tunisi 


Palermo e Gaeta. 


da Marsala 


: da Biserta 


da Biserta 


da Marsala 


: da Napoli 


da Tunisi 


da Marsala 


da Tunisi 


da Gaeta, 
da Pozzuoli, 


da Palermo, 





Ct Premuda. 
Ct Premuda. 
Ct Alpino, 


Ct Fuciliere. 
Ct Alpino, 

Ct Fuciliere. 
Ct Pancaldo. 
Ct Pancaldo. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 


2 motozattere tedesche. 


g motozattere tedesche. 
Ct Legionario, 


Ct Legionano, 
Ct Granatiere. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 


3 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Pancaldo, 
Ct Malocello. 


Ct Pancaldo, 
Ct Malocello. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Legionario, 
Ct Gioberti, 
Ct Ascari. 








Trasporto truppe tedesche. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Trasporto truppe. 

Rientro dalla missione. 

Trasporto truppe. Attaccato da aerei 
senza esito. 

Rientro dalla missione. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Alle 17.00 del 16 in seguito ad attacco 
aereo a bassa quota le 2 Mz affon- 
dano. 


Il 15 ore 10.00 2 Tunis 

Il 15 ore 22.15 2 Pee 

Il 15 ore og 55 = Le Ge 
letta. 

Il 15 ore 21.30 2 Palermo 

Il 15 ore 09.56 2 Tunis. 
Il 15 ore 20.40 a Trapani. 


Il 17 ore 10.00 a Marsala. 


Il 17 ore 12.35 a Biserta. 





Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


Causa mare vanno a ridosso prima 
dell’isola Zembra e poi di Ras el 
Ahmar. 

Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 

Trasporto truppe. 

Rientro dalla missione. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 








| Ul 37 ore a Tunis 


By oa =ap Gee 


re a Palermo. 


| 18 ore 08.30 Leziozs 


rio a Gaeta. 


Il 18 ore 11.35 a Tunis 


Il 20 ore 07.15 a Trapani. 


Il 19 ore 00.25 2 Trapani 
Il 20 ore 20.35 a2 Tunast 
Il 20 ore 10.00 2 Tunis 
Il 21 ore 02.45 2 Napoli 
Il 21 ore 12.15 a Tunis 
Il 21 ore 10.55 a Marsala. 


Il 22 ore 11.00.2 Tunisi. 


vine. 



























































Segue: Mazzo 1943 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 
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| Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 





a»J 
cS 
> 


Data, ora e localit2 
di arrivo 





Tl 22 ore 11.00: da Tunisi 
per Gaeta 
per Palermo. 


Il 21 ore 13.15: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Tl 22 ore 11.35: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 22 ore 13.45: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 22 ore 13.35: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 22 ore 16.25: da Reggio 
Calabria per Susa. 


Tl 25 ore 23.50: da Susa per 
Trapani. 


Il 23 ore 17.05: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 23 ore 17.40: da Gaeta 
per Tunisi. 


Il 23 ore 19.40: da Pozzuoli 


Hi 24 ore 11.20: da Tunisi 
per Trapani e Napoli. 


Il 31 ore 02.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


pus" aprile ore 13.20: da 
Biserta per Napoli. 


Il 31 ore 13.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 

Tl 31 ore 15.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Il 31 ore 16.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Tl 31 ore 18.20: da Favigna- 
na per Tunisi. 


i 31 ore 21.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Ti 31 ore 23.30: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 
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Ct Legionario, 

Ct Gioberti, 

Ct Ascari. 

4 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
4 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
Smg Bragadin. 


Smg Bragadin. 


4 motozattere tedesche. 








Ct Camicia Nera. 









Ct Malocello ¢ Pancaldo. 





| Ct Pancaldo, 

Ct Camicia Nera. 

Tp Orione. 

Tp Orione. 

3 motozattere tedesche. 
= 

6 motozattere tedesche. 

3 motozattere tedesche. 


6 motozattere italiane. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 





| 3 motozattere tedesche. 





Rientro dalla missione. 


Ritorno effettuato con convoglio unita 
mercantili (y. specchio relativo). 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 


Trasporto benzina. 


Rientro dalla missione. 


Riunitisi in mare i 4 Ct costituiscono 
un solo convoglio, con truppe a 


bordo. Il 24 alle 07.28 Malocello 






L4eme ot eee GS eet 
CESS Wile SESSaes fe oe 
€ affonda alle 13-20. 


Trasporto materiali ¢ carburante. 


In ritorno, scortando Mn Foscari. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 





| Il 31 ore 17.01 a Biserta | 






j Il 1° aprile ore 800 














Il 23 ore 05.30 a Gaeta 
i idem 

Il 22 ore 22.50 a Palermo. 
Il 22 ore 08.15 2 Biserce 
Il 23 ore 09.40 2 Marsala. 
Il 23 ore 08.35 a Biserta. 
Il 23 ore 16.40 a Marsala. 
Il 25 ore 21.15 a Susa. 
Il 28 ore 07.50 a Trapani. 


Il 24 ore 12.35 a Trapani. 


Il 24 alle 10.30 Pancaldo 
e Camicia Nera a To 
nisi. 











































Il 25 alle 18.30 a Napoli. 


Il 2 aprile ore 175 
Napoli. 


Tl 1° aprile ore 16:30 
Tunisi. 
Tunisi. 


Il 1° aprile ore 18.00 
Tunisi. 

Il 1° aprile ore 115 
Tunisi. 


Tl 2 aprile ore 09.35 


Tunisi. 


Tl 2 aprile ore 13.00 
Tunisi. * q 














Lov 
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Data, ora ¢ localita 


APRILE 1943 


Data, ora ¢ localita 


di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 





Il 4 ore 08.00: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 

Il 4 ore 09.00: da Palermo 
per Biserta. . 


Il 4 ore 12.00: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Il 4 ore 14.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Tl 4 ore 16.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 5 ore 04.00: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 5 ore 13.30: da Tunisi 
pér Marsala. 


Il 5 ore 14.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Il 6 ore 16.20: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


‘L'tr ore 13.00: da Marsala 
= ee wc: & Teas 


Ltr ore 15.20: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 12 ore 19.45: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 14 ore 15.00; da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Il 15 ore 17.00: da Marsala 
per Biserta. 


Il 15 ore 16.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Il 16 ore 18.00: da Gaeta 
per Tunisi. 


ll 17 ore 11.40: da Tunisi 
per Gaeta. 


Il 36 ore 20.00: da Biserta 
per Marsala. 


Il 17 ore 13.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Tl 17 ore 16.00: da Tunisi 
per Trapani. 


Ti 18 ore 09.00: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 
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7 motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere italiane. 
7 motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere italiane. 
3 motozattere tedesche. 
4 motozattere tedesche. 
6 motozattere tedesche. 
8 motozattere italiane. 
motozattere ted esche, 
5 SSS So 
6 motozattere tedesche. 
Io motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
4 motozattere tedesche. 
« 
2 motozattere italiane. 
Ct Pigafetta, 


Ct Pancaldo. 


Ct Pigafetta, 
Ct Pancaldo. 


3 motozattere tedesche. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 
2 motozattere italiane. 


9 motozattere italiane. 





Annotazioni 


Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 
Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 2 Ms tedesche. 


Seece & > Ms woes 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 


Trasporto truppe. 


Rientro dalla missione. 





di arrivo 





Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


Il 15 ore 10.20 a Trapani. 
Il 5 ore 12.25 a Biseta 
Il 5 ore 12.20 a Trapani. 
Il 5 ore 13.30 2 Tunisi. 


Il 5 ore 12.25 a Biserta. 


Tl 6 ore 16.00 a Marsala. 





Il 6 ore 16.15 a Tunisi. 
Il 7 ore 16.00 a Trapani. 
Il 12 ore 13.10 a Biserta 
Ere tm2 


Il 32 ore 16.00 a Marsala. 


itl 13 ore 17.30 a Trapani 


i 


| age aie eee 
Il 16 ore 11.40 2 Biserta. 
| x6 or 10.20 a Tunis. 
Il 17 ore 10.40 2 Tunis 
| Il 18 ore 16.45 a Gaeta 

Il 17 ore 20.00 a Marsala. 
| Il 18 ore 14.00 a Tunis 


Il 18 ore 10.05 2 Trapani. 





Causa mare Si rifugiano 6 motozat- | Il 25 ore 10.15 2 Bisert= 


tere a Favignana ¢ 3 2 Marettimo, 


| partendo i 2¢ alle reo 


i 


Il 6 ore 10.00 a Marsala. © 


gor 












































m" 
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Segue: Avzms 1943 





Data, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localita 
di arrivo 





Il 18 ore 13.00: da Marsala 
per Biserta. 


Il 18 ore 14.30: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 18 ore 17.30: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 19 ore 07.20: da Termini 
Imerese per Biserta. 


Il 19 ore 20.20: da Biserta 
per Marsala. 


Il 22 ore 19.10: da Gaeta 
per Tunisi. 


Il 23 ore 15.10: da Tunisi 
3 . 
per Pozzuoli. 


Il 23 ore 14.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 





Il 23 ore 19.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 24 ore 14.00: da Tupisi 


Il 25 ore 18.00: da Gactz 


per Tunisi. 


Il 26 ore 15.35: da Tunisi 
per Pozzuoli con sosta a 
Trapani. 


Il 25 ore 04.00: da Trapani 
per Biserta. 


Il 25 ore 15.45: 
Il 25 ore 17.35: ; 
da Biserta per Trapani. 


Il 26 ore 14.30: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 


Il 26 ore 18.00: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 27 ore 06.00: da Palermo 
per Biserta. 

Il 27 ore 17.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Tl 28 ore 17.25: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Tl 28 ore 17.30: da Tunisi 
per Marsala. 
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5 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
6 motozattere italiane. 
4 motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 
Ct Pigafetta, 


Ct Pancaldo. 


Ct Pigafetta, 
Ct Pancaldo. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere italiane. 


6 motozattere tedesche. 


Cx Pigajesss, 
Cx Pancaldo, 
Ct Hermes (ted.). 


Ct Pigafetta, 


Ct Pancaldo, 
Ct Hermes (ted.). 


6 motozattere italiane. 


motozattere italiane. 
motozattere italiane. 


nn 


6 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere italiane. 
4 motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


5 motozattere tedesche. 








Scortate da 7 Ms tedesche. 


Rifugiate causa mare a Favignana ne 
ripartono il 24 alle 14.40. 


Trasporto truppe. 
Rientro dalla missione. 


Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 
Trasports teppe 


Rientro dalla missione. 
Alle 17-50 del 26, a mg. 9 per nord- 


ovest da Capo Bon, attacco di bom- | 


bardieri. Lievi danni al Pigafetta. 


Scortate da 7 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 


Il 1g ore 09.50 a Biserta. 


Il 19 a Marsala. 


Il 19 ore 09.20 2 Bisexta 


Il 25 ore 07.15: Biserta. 


Il 20 ore 20.50 a Marsala. 





Il 23 ore 14.10 a Tunisia.” 


Il 24 ore 06.00 a Poz 
zuoli. 


Il 24 ore 11.50 a Tunisi. 


Il 24 ore 15.00 a Trapani. 


B 23 oe wm 2 Tee 


| Il 28 ore 06.15 a Poze 
zuoli. 


} Il 25 ore 18.30 2 Biserta 
| 


| Il 26 ore 16.00 2 Trapani. 


| Il 27 ore 22.00 2 Marsala 
| Il 27 ore 20.00 a Trapani. 
Il 28 ore 07-55 2 Bisexta 


| Tl 28 ore 14.00 2 Tons 


| Il 29 ore 1500.2 Tunis 


| I 29 ore 33.35 2 Mars 
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Segue: Arsmz 1943 


D2 


ta, ora ¢ localita 
di partenza per 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 


Data, ora e localit3 
di arrivo 





Il 28 ore 19.30: da Biserta 
per Trapani. 


Il 29 ore 19.30: da Pozzuoli 
per Tunisi. : 


Il 30 ore 09.30: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 


Tl 30 ore 11.00: da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 


Data, ora e localita 
di partenza per 





4 motozattere italiane. 


Ct Pancaldo, 
Ct Hermes (ted.). 


4 motozattere tedesche. 


Ct Lampo. 





Trasporto truppe. Alle 11.36 del 30 
attacco aereo di 30 apparecchi: en- 
trambi i Ct vengono colpiti. Il Pan- 
caldo affonda a mg. 2 per 29° da 
Capo Bon; l’Hermes riesce a rag- 
giungere la costa, 13 mg. a est di 
La Goletta ove rimane incagliato. 


Scortate da 3 Ms tedesche. 
Trasporto munizioni. Attaccato da 


aerei alle 17.30 ed alle 18.15 del 30, 
affonda per esplosione del carico. 


MAGGIO 1943 


LS 1 


Unita adibite al trasporto 


Annotazioni 








Il 29 ore 13.00 a Trapani. 


Il 1° maggio ore 0850 2 
Tunisi. 


Data, ora e localicé 
aa 





Il 3 ore 12.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Il 3 ore 15.00; da Trapani 
per Tunisi. 

Il 4 ore 10.00: da Marsala 
per Tunisi. 

Il’4 ore 14.30: da Trapani 


per Biserta. 
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6 motozattere tedesche. 
5 motozattere italiane. 
5 motozattere tedesche. 


4 motozattere italiane. 





Scortate da 5 Ms tedesche. 


Scortate da 4 Ms tedesche. 





Il 4 ore 06.55 a Temes 


Il 4 ore 1055 a Teme 
Il 5 ore 08.55 


Il 5 ore 07.30 


fib 
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APPENDIX 3 


LIST OF ITALIAN AND GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS SINK AT SEA FOR ENEMY 
ATTACK ON THE 
LINES OF TRAFFIC OF LIBYA FROM THE OPENING OF HOSTILITIES 'THE FALL 
OF TRIPOLI 
(10 June 1940 to 23 January 1943) 


This list replaces the list constituting Appendix 2 of Volume VI. 
It was compiled on the basis of additional issues raised during the compilation of the history 
of the defense of the traffic with North Africa, comprising the three volumes.” 





3 
APPENDICE 3 
ELENCO DELLE NAVI MERCANTILI ITALIANE E TEDESCHE AFFONDATE IN MARE PER OFFESA NEMICA SULLE LINEE DI TRAFFICO DELLA LIBIA DALL'APERTURA DELLE 
OSTILITA' ALLA CADUTA DI TRIPOLI 
(10 giugno 1940-23 gennaio 1943) 
Questo elenco sostituisce quello costituente I'Appendice 2 del Volume VI. 
Esso é stato compilato in base a ulteriori elementi emersi durante la compilazione della storia della difesa del traffico con |'Africa Settentrionale, comprendente tre Volumi. 
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Tipo dell'unitd 


Nominativo 


T.S.L. 






Nazionalita 



















28. 9.1940 P.fo carico 


18.10.1940 Mn carico 


10.12.1940 Cisterna 










21.12.1940 


21.12.1940 P.fo carico 


5. 161941 P.fo carico 


P.fo carico 


Mn mista 


Qe 161941 
15. 1.1941 
27. L1Q4t P.fo misto 
3. 2.1941 P.fo carico 


22. 2.1941 P.fo carico 






Qe 31941 P.fo carico 











10. 31941 





a8. 3.1941 


12. 4.1941 Cisterna 
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a. 6.1940 P.fo carico 
24s 71940 P.fo passeggeri 
14. 8.1940 P.fo carico 


P.fo frigorifero 


P.fo carico 


P.fo carico 


Maria 
Celio 
Leonardi 


Famiglia 
Cuma 
Marangona 
Norge 
Peuceta 
Vulcano 


Giovanni Maria 


Citta di Messina 
Ingo 

Multedo 

Silvia Tripcovich 
Capo Vita 
Fenicia 


Eraklea 


Persiano 








3 864 
3 298 


813 


6 463 


1926 


2472 
395° 
1130 
2 365 
5 683 
2584 


1927 
2474 


Italiana 
































Tedesca 





Italiana 
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Causa 


Posizione 





Derna-Bengasi 
Bengasi-Derna 


Bengasi-Tobruk 
Porto Empedocle 
Catania 
Tripoli-Palermo 
Palermo-Tripoli 


Palermo-Tripoli 


Bengasi-Tobruk 
Bengasi-Tripoli 


Palermo-Tripoli 
Bengasi-Tripoli 
Trapani-Tripoli 
Trapani-Tripoli 


Napoli-Tripoli 


Napoli-Tripoli 





Palermo-Tripoli 


13 mg. nord di Tobruk 
10 mg. da Tolemaide 


Lat. 32°39’N, long. 21°03/E (al 
largo di Tolmetta) 


Lat. 33°00’N, long. 21°38’E (a 
nord di Cirene) 


Lat. 37°02/N, long. 14°06’E (lar- 
go di Gela) 


Lat. 36°13/N, long. 11°59/E (cir- 
ca 27 mg. sud Pantelleria) 


Lat. 34°39’N, long. 11°48’E (le- 
vante isole Kerkennah) 


Lat. 34°39’N, long. 11°48’E (le- 
vante isole Kerkennah) 


Largo di Tobruk 


12 mg. al largo di Bardia 


Lat. 32°59’N, long. 14°r1’E (lar- 
go di Homs) 


Lat. 34°27’N, long. 11°48’E (sec- 





che di Kerkennah) 
Golfo della Sirte 


Imprecisata 


Lat. 36°09/N, long. 11°07’E (tra 
Ras Mustafa ¢ Ras Kapudia) 


ca 65 mg. a SE isole Ker- 


kennah) 





Bombe di aerei 
Sil. Smg Rorqual 
Sil. Smg 


Sil. Smg Pandora 

Sil. Smg (proba- 
bile) 

Probab. mina 

Siluri di aerei 

Idem c.s. 


Prob. mina ma- 
gnetica 


Mina 

Siluro di Smg 
‘ 

Siluri di aerei 


Probab. siluro di 
Smg 


Probab. siluro di 
Smg 


Siluro di Smg 


Lat. 34°19’N, long. 12°40’E (cir-| Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 





Mg. 7o S.SW  Pantelleria 


Lat. 33°29N, long. 13°01’E (37 |. 


mg. nord Tripoli) 


Idem c.s. 
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418 
Data Tipo dell’unitd Nominativo TSG Nazionalita j Itinerario Posizione Causa 
16. 4.1941 P.fo carico Adana 4205 Tedesca Napoli-Tripoli Boe di Kerkennah Unita di s 
ficie 
16. 4.1941 P.fo carico Aegina 2447 » Napoli-Tripoli Boe di Kerkennah Idem c.s. 
16. 4.1941 P.fo carico Arta 2 452 » Napoli-Tripoli Boe di Kerkennah Idem c.s. 
16. 4 1941 P.fo carico Iserlohn 3.704 » Napoli-Tripoli Boe di Kerkennah Idem c.s. 
16. 4.1941 P.fo carico Sabaudia 1590 | Italiana Napoli-Tripoli | Lat. 35°o1/N, long. 11°50’E (iso- Idem c.s. 
le di Kerkennah) } 
24. 4.1941 Mn passeggeri Egeo 3311 » || Tripoli-Palermo | Circa mg. 80 per 10° da Tripoli | Idem c.s. 
1. 5.1941 P.fo carico Leverkusen 7836 | Tedesca Tripoli-Napoli Mg. 4 dalla boa n. 5 di Ker-| Mina e poi 
kennah di Smg 
I. 5-£Q41 P.fo carico Arcturus 2596 » Tripoli-Napoli Mg. 2 per 72° dalla boa n. 5 di| Mina 
Kerkennah 
8 5.1941 P.fo carico Tenace 1142 | Italiana Mg. 3-5 per 299° dal Marabutto | Cannone d 
Sidi Bu Fachra (nord di Ben-| di super 
gasi) 
8. 5.1941 Mn carico A. Cecchi 2 321 » Mg. 2.5 per 314° da Tre Palme | Idem c.s. 
(Bengasi) 
15+ 5-1941 Mn mista (No) S. Giusto 861 » Brindisi-Tripoli | Mg. 15 per 25° da Tripoli Mina 
18. 5.1941 P.fo carico Giovinezza 2362 » Tripoli-Bengasi | Lat. 31°55/N, long. 19°54’E (a Siluro di ‘ 
SW di Bengasi) 
24. 5-1941 P.fo passeggeri Conte Rosso 17 879 » Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 10 per 85° da Capo Murro| Siluro di 
’ di Porco (Sicilia) Upholde 
3. 6.1941 P.fo carico Arsia 736 » Tripoli-Trapani | Alla fonda in rada Lampedusa | Siluro di 
3. 6.1941 P.fo carico Montello 611 » Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 35°25’N, long. 11°45’E| Bombe di 
7 P p Pie) 
(NE isole Kerkennah) 
4: 6.1941 P.fo carico Beatrice C. 6 132 » Napoli-Tripoli | A circa mg. 20 a NE isole di| Idem c.s. 
Kerkennah 
12. 6.1941 P.fo carico S. Scaroni 1 367 » Tripoli-Bengasi | Lat. 32°27/N, long. 18°42’E (a| Siluro Sm 
mg. 73 per 283° da Bengasi) 
22. 6.1941 P.fo carico Pietro Querini I 00. » ‘Trapani-Tripoli | Lat. 36°rx’N, long. 12°E (mg. | Siluro di 
: 4 P Pp 3 : g 
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32 a sud Pantelleria) 
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| 
Data Tipo dell’unitad Nominativo TSG. Nazionalita } Itinerario Posizione Causa 
5. 7.1941 P.fo carico Ninfea 607 Italiana Bengasi-Tripoli Nei pressi di Tajunes (Bengasi)} Cann. di Smg 
Parr : ‘ . Spee ice : 
ny paid Mu eatico Caldea 2703 » | Brindisi-Bengasi wo per 312° dal faro di Ben-| Siluro di Smg 
. ‘i || Tripoli-Napoli Mg. 8 a sud di Punta Sciaccazza | Idem c.s. 
15. 77-1941 Mn carico Barbarigo 5793 i : r (Pantelleria) 
oa SoA @ivecia Brarena 6.996 » Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 9 da Lampedusa Siluro di aerei 
: 8220 Tedesca Napoli-Tripoli Canale di Sicilia (30 mg. SW] Bombe di aerei 
22. 7.1941 P.fo carico Preussen 23} | P p di Pantelleria) 
| 
z . 681 Italiana ae Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 35°15/N, long. 12°r7’E (cir- | Siluro di aerei 
7. 8.1941 P.folcaric ana = { ca mg. 20 a SW da Lampe 
| | dusa) 
5. 8.1941 Mn frigorifera Adua 4oo » | Bengasi-Tripoli Mg. 8 a nord di Buerat Bombe di aerei 
15. 0 . 
i » |)) Napoli-Tripoli Lampedusa Siluri e bombe « 
18. 8.1941 P.fo carico Maddalena Odero 5479 | aerei 
| ‘ 
| & 
| 
. : ) Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 8° dal faro di Tri-| Siluro di § 
20. 8.1941 P.fo passeggeri . Esperia 11 398 » | apole-Patpols on PEP Baer Gal EArO Sh oleh) CLUES GF Sms 
: : 8 » | Palermo-Tripoli | Mg. 2 per 300° da Capo S. Vito| Idem c.s. 
22. 8.1941 P.fo carico Lussin 398 | P Siculo 
8 P.fo carico Costanza 582 » | Lampedusa - Tri-| Mg. 36 a sud di Lampedusa Bombe di aerei 
23. 8.1941 -fo | poli 
«Ree < ‘ i - 
A Te 2 » |) Brindisi-Bengasi | Lat. 36°N, long. 21°30’E (circa| Siluro di Smg 
28. 8.1941 Mn carico Sree wm | a mg. 45 a S.SW di Capo 
| Gallo - Morea) 
: SOM 6 338 » Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 37°33/N, long. 16°26’E (cir-| Idem c.s. 
3+ 9-194 Mn carico aisle 7 | ca 25 mg. ’a S.SE Capo Spar- 
| tivento) 
mgood Difevcarics Sthene 794 » | Tripoli-Bengasi | Mg. 50 ad ovest di Bengasi Idem c.s. 
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Bata Tipo dell’unitd Nominativo T.S.L Nazionalita | Itinerario Posizione Causa 
IL. 9.1941 P.fo carico Livorno 1824 | Tedesca Napoli-Bengasi | Mg. 24 per 327° da Bengasi Siluro di Smg 
; Caffaro 6 476 Italiana = |) | Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 34°14’N, long. 11°54’E (cir-| Bombe di aerei 
12. 91941 P.fo carico affar ca mg. 105 a NW di Tripoli) 
‘ A. Oriani 3,059 » Brindisi-Bengasi | Lat. 35°05’N, long. 20°16’E (cir-| Idem c.s. 
BGO P.fo carico | ca mg. 80 a nord di Bengasi) 
: Ouse 6 003 » |) | Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 32°51/N, long. 12°18’E (cir- | Idem c.s. 
14. 91941 P.fo carico ca mg. 6 a levante di Zuara) 
. Occitie 19 403 » | Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 33°02/N, long. 14°42’E (cir-| Siluro di Smg 
18. 9.1947 Mn passegger! | ca mg. 30 a NE di Homs) 
‘qj 
i Neptunia 19 328 » |) | Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 33°02/N, long. 14°42’E (cir-| Idem c.s. 
18. 9.1941 | Mn passeggeri P | ca mg. 30 a NE di Homs) 
29. 9.1941 Cisterna Fluvior 389 » Avamporto di Tripoli Mina magnetic 
2.10.1941 P.fo carico Castellon 2086 | Tedesca |) | Napoli-Bengasi Mg. 10 per 311° da Bengasi Siluro di Smg 
‘ Ridlio 6099 | Italiana Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 33°30’N, long. 15°53’E (cir-| Siluro di aereo 
; 5tOst47 Cistenna ' ca mg. 80 a N.NE di Misu- 
i) rata) 
8.10.1941 P.fo carico Paola Z. Podesta 863 » Trapani - Pantel-) 15 mg. SW di Favignana Idem cs, 
LOH i leria - Tripoli ¥ 
11.10.1941 P.fo carico Zena 5219 » Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 34°52’N, long. 12°22’E (cir- | Idem cas. 
ea Oe i ca mg. 42 a sud di Lampe- 
dusa) 
. ‘ ‘Cesase es 6 485 » Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 34°r0’N, long. 12°38’E (cir-| Idem c.s. 
11.10.1941 P.fo carico gt ca mg. 80 a NNW da Tri- 
poli) 
oe ; : Baaseey 933 » Napoli-Tripoli Lat. 34°15’N, long. 12°12’E (cir-| Bombe e  silu 
TS tOrng 4 P.fo-catico r ca a mg. 100 N.NW da Tri-| di aereo 
poli) 
stone Fs cates Gnsenna 4786 » Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 62 per 350° da Tripoli Siluro di aereo 
eiviton Difaarica Marigola 5 996 » Palermo-Tripoli | Mg. 2,3 per 165° dal faro del-| Cann. di Smg 
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Visola di Kuriat 
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Data 


5. 11.1941 


QTL. 1941 


Q11.1941 
Qe 11.1941 
Qe11.1941 
Q.1 1.1941 
. 11.1941 
Qe 11.1941 

24.11.1941 


24.11.1941 
30.11.1941 


1.12.1941 


1,12.1941 


Qs 12.1941 


11.12.1941 


13:12.1941 


13.12.1941 


17.12.1941 
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| 








‘Tipo dell’unitd *Nominativo T.S.L. Nazionalita | 
| 
ee | 
P.fo carico A. Zippitelli rorg | Italiana | 
| 
Mn cisterna Minatitlan 7599 » | 
P.fo carico Sagitta 5 153 », | 
Mn carico Rina Corrado 5 180 » | 
| 
Mn cisterna Maria 6 339 » | 
Pirocisterna Conte di Misurata 5 014 » 
P.fo carico Duisburg 7 389 Tedesca 
P.fo carico S. Marco 3113 » 4 
P.fo carico Maritza 2910 » { 
| 
P.fo carico Procida 1 842 » | 
| 
P.fo carico Capo Faro 3 476 Italiana 
Mn mista Adriatico 1.976 » | 
Mn cisterna Mantovani 10 540 » 
Mn carico S. Venier 6 311 » | 
Mn passeggeri Calitea 4 013, » | 
Mn carico Carlo del Greco 6 836 +» | 
Mn carico Fabio Filzi "6 836 » | 
Cisterna Lina » | 








1235 
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Itinerario Posizione Causa 

Tripoli-Bengasi | Lat. 31°49’N, long. 18°25’E (cir-| Bombe di aereo 
ca mg. 75 ad ovest di Ben- 
gasi) 

Messina-Tripoli | Lat. 37°08/N, long. 18°09’E (cir-} Cann. navi di su- 
ca mg. 110 a SE di Punta] _ perficie 
Stilo) 

Idem c.s. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 

Idem cas. Idem c.s. Tdem c.s. 

Idem c.s. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 

Idem cs. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 

Idem c.s. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 

Idem c.s. Idem c.s. Idem cs. 


Pireo-Bengasi 


Idem c.s. 


Brindisi-Bengasi 


Argostoli - Ben- 
gasi 


Palermo-Tripoli 


Bengasi-Brindisi 


Brindisi-Bengasi 


Napoli ‘Taranto- 
Bengasi 


Idem c.s. 


Pantelleria - ‘Tri- 
poli 





Lat. 34°40’N, long. 21°E (mg. 
115 nord Tolemaide) 


Idem c.s. 


Centro del Mar Jonio 
A mg. 56 a nord di Bengasi 


Lat. 33°50’N, long. 12°50’E (cir- 
ca 60 mg. a N.NW di Tri- 
poli) 

Mg. 5 a sud di Navarino 
(Morea) 


Mg. go a sud di Capo Matapan 


Mg. 15 a sud di Capo S. Vito 
(Taranto) 


Idem c.s. 


Lat, 33°58’N, long. 12°03’E (cir- 
ca mg. 80 a NW di Tripoli) 





Navi di super- 
ficie 


Idem c.s. , 


Siluro e bombe 
di aerei 


Cann. unita di 
superficie 


Bombe di aerei 
Siluro di Smg 


Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 


Bombe di aerei 



































+ 4a6 
Data ‘Tipo dell’unita Nominativo T.S.L. Nazionalitd 

22.12.1941 P.fo carico Cadamosto ro1o | Italiana 
22.12.1941 P.fo carico Spezia | 1 825 Tedesca 
7. 1.1942 P.fo misto Perla 5741 Italiana 
24. 1.1942 Mn mista Victoria 13 098 » 

3. 2.1942 Mn carico Napoli 6 142 » 

15. 2.1942 P.fo carico Ariosto 4 116 » 
27. 2.1942 P.fo carico Tembien 5 584 » 

5+ 31942 P.fo carico N. Sanudo 5 081 » 
31. 3.1942 P.fo carico Bosforo 3648 » 

18. 4.1942 P.fo carico Gala 1029 » 
18. 4.1942 P.fo carico Bellona I 297 Tedesca 
19. 4.1942 P.fo carico De oo 4219 | Italiana 
18. 5.1942 P.fo carico ea 2 384 » 

2). 51942 P.fo carico Capo Arma 3172 » 
31. 5.1942 Mn carico G. Allegri 6 836 » 

5. 6.1942 Mn carico R. Giuliani 6 837 » 
a1. 6.1942 P.fo carico Reichenfels 7744 | Tedesca 
23. 6.1942 P.fo .carico Sant’ Antonio 1 480 Italiana 
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Itinerario Posizione Causa 
Bengasi-Tripoli | Lat. 32°30’N, long. 15°01’E (cir-| Siluro di Smg 
ca mg. 4 a NW di Misurata) 
Idem c.s. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 


Tripoli-Palermo 


Tripoli-Palermo 


Taranto-Tripoli 


Tripoli-Trapani 


Tripoli-Palermo 
Idem c.s. 
Trapani-Tripoli 


‘Tripoli-Bengasi 


Bengasi-Brindisi 
Brindisi-Bengasi 
Bengasi-Taranto 


Bengasi-Messina 


Taranto-Bengasi 


Brindisi-Bengasi 


Taranto-Tripoli 


‘Tripoli-Bengasi 





4 1 
Lat. 36°54’N, long. 21°18’E (mg. 





Circa mg. 20 a sud di Pantel- 
leria 

Lat. 33°30’N, long. 17°40’E (cir- 
ca mg. 140 per 60° da Misu- 
rata) 

Nella Rada di Mehedia (Tu- 
nisia) 

Mg. 12 per 63° da Capo Africa 

Mg. 24 per 265° dal faro di Tri- 
poli 





Mg. 10,5 per 215° da isola Lam- 
pione 


24 a ponente di Sapienza) 
Mg. 20 a SW di Bengasi 
. 
Lat. 38°30’N, long. 18°10’E (mg. 
80 sud di Leuca) 


Lat. 34°55/N, long. 11°42’E (zo- 
na dell’isola di Kerkennah) 
Lat. 32°26’N, long. 19°16’E (mg. 

52 W.NW di Bengasi) 

Lat. 33°07N, long. 19°28’E (cir- 
ca mg. 70 a N.NW di Ben- 
gasi) 

Lat. 32°31/N, long. 18°36’E (mg. 
75 a W.NW di Bengasi) 

Mg. 130 a N.NE di Bengasi 

Lat. 34°43/N, long. 11°58’E (ac- 
que di Kerkennah) 


Golfo della Sirte 





Siluro di aereo 


Siluro di aerec 


Siluro di Smg 


Idem c.s. 


Tdem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 


Mina 
Siluro di Smg 
s 


Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 


Bomba di aer: 


Siluro di aere 


Idem c.s. 


Siluro di Sm; 























ooneiiiaieaaaie 
_ 
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Data Tipo dell’unita Nominativo 
24. 6.1942 P.fo carico Regulus 
20. 7.1942 Mn passeggeri Citta di Agrigento 
25. 7-1942 Mn carico Vettor Pisani 
3. 8.1942 Mn carico Monviso 
7. 8.1942 P.fo carico Wachifels . 
12. 8.1942 P.fo carico Ogaden 
16. 8.1942 Mn carico Lerici 
18. 8.1942 Mn carico Pilo 
27. 8.1942 P.fo carico _Astria 
27. 8.1942 P.fo carico Dielpi 
27. 8.1942 Mn carico Camperio 
27. 8.1942 P.fo carico Paolina 
30. 8.1942 Cisterna Sanandrea 
2. 9.1942 Cisterna Picci Fassio 
4 91942 P.fo carico Padenna 
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T.S.L. Nazionalita Itinerario Posizione Causa 
1 085 Italiana Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 4,5 per 280° da Ghemines | Siluro di Smg 
j (Golfo Grande Sirte) 
2 480 » Tobruk - Marsa} Marsa Matruh Cann. nave 
Matruh superf. ¢ be 
be di aerei 
6 339 » Taranto-Tobruk | Sulla spiaggia di Lixuri a sud} Bombe e sil 
di Argostoli (Cefalonia) di aereo 
5 322 » Brindisi-Bengasi_ | Mg. 8 per 333° da Sidi Sueicher | Siluro di Smg 
8 467 Tedesca Bengasi - Suda-| Mg. 15 a NW di Milo Idem c.s. 
Pireo 
4553 Italiana Bengasi-Tobruk | Mg. 9 per 308° da Ras el Tin | Idem c.s. 
6070 » Brindisi-Bengasi | Lat. 34°50’N, long. 21°30’E (mg. | Idem c.s. 
110 a nord di Ras Ahmer) 
8 326 » | ‘Trapani-Tripoli | Mg. 50 per 190° da Pantelleria| Siluro di aer 
4 
5 416 » Suda-Tobruk .. | Lat. 33°33/N, long. 23°41’E (mg. ] Bombe di ae 
95 per 10° da Tobruk) 
1527 » | Suda-Tobruk Lat. 33°38’N, long. 21°03’E (mg. | Idem c.s. 
| 50 a nord di Tolemaide) 
5 463 » | Brindisi-Bengasi | Lat. 35°39’N, long. 23°07’E (mg. ) Siluro di Sm 
| 30 a W di Capo Spada) 
4894 » | ‘Tripoli-Palermo | Mg. 6 per 131° da Capo Bon | Mina 
| Lat. 39°49’N, long. 18°x5’E (mg. | Bombe di a 
| 5 per 270° da S. Maria di 
5077 » | ‘Taranto-Pireo Leuca) 
2261 » | Suda-Tobruk Mg. 30 a nord di Derna Idem c.s. 
i 
1589 » | Pireo-Tobruk Lat. 32°44’N, long. 24°10’E (cir-| Siluro di | 
ca 45 mg. a nord di Tobruk)| —Trasher 





ee 
Data Tipo delltunith 

qe Q1942. P.fo carico 

5. 9.1942 P.fo carico 

10. 9.1942 P.fo misto (No) 

17. 9.1942 P.fo carico 

17. 9.1942 P.fo carico 

22. 9.1942 P.fo carico 

27. 9.1942 Mn carico 

8.10.1942 P.fo carico 

8.10.1942 P.fo carico 

8.10.1942 Mn carico 

10.10.1942 P.fo carico 

11.10.1942 P.fo carico 

13.10.1942 P.fo carico 

19.10.1942 P.fo carico 

20.10.1942 P.fo carico 

23.10.1942 P.fo carico 

a6, 10.1942 Mn carico 
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Nominative 








D. Bianchi 
Albachiara 
Arno 
Carbonia 


Rostro 
L. Palomba 
F. Barbaro 


Kreta 
Dandolo 


Lupa 
Alga 


Una 
Loreto 


Beppe 


Titania 


Amsterdam 


Tergestea 





1477 
na: 
8 024 
1 237 

333 


I IIo 
6 343 


853 
4964 


379 


1.851 


1397 
1055 


4459 
5 397 





8 970 


5 890 





| 
Nazionalitd | 
" 


Italiana 


» 


Tedesca 


Italiana 


Tedesca 


Italiana 





| 
| 








q 
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Ttinerario Posizione 
Pireo-Tobruk Circa 50 mg. N.NW di Tobruk 
Bengasi-Tobruk | Mg. 24 per 15° da Ras el Tin 
Napoli-Tobruk | Mg. 30 a NE di Ras el Tin 
Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 4 da Ras Hammamet 


Palermo-Tripoli 
Brindisi-Bengasi 


Tobruk-Bengasi 


Pireo - Suda - 


Bengasi 


‘Tunisi-Tripoli 
Palermo-Tripoli 


Napoli-Tripoli 


‘Tripoli-Palermo 


Napoli-Tripoli 


Idem c.s. 


Patrasso-Tripoli 


‘Taranto - Pireo- 
Tobruk 





1000 metri a largo di Sliten 


Mg. 8 a levante di Kuriat (Tu- 
nisia) 

Lat. 37°15’N, long. 19°55’E (a 
ponente di Navarino) 

1o mg. nord Ras Hilal 


Circa mg. 60 per 21° da Ras 
el Tin 


Mg. 12 per 135 da Ras Turgoe- 
ness 


Mg. 12 per 5° da Ras Turgoe- 
ness (isola di Djerba) 


Mg. 4 a sud di Capri 


Mg. 4 per 280° da Capo Gallo 
(Sicilia) 

Mg. 28 per 300° da Lampedusa 

Lat. 34°45’N, long. 12°31’E (cir- 


ca 50 mg. a sud di Lampe- 
dusa) 


Pontile di Homs 


Lat. 32°02/30”N, long. 24°04’ 
12”E (Tobruk) 








Causa 


Bombe di aereo 
Siluro di Smg 
Siluro’ di aereo 
Bombe di aereo * 


Cann. e¢  siluro 


di Smg 
Siluro di Smg - 


Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 


Siluro di aereo 
Siluro di Smg 
Idem c.s, 


Idem cus. 


Idem c.s, * 


Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. ( 


Idem c.s. ( 


Siluro di aereo 
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Data Tipo dell'unitd Nominativo T.S.L Nazionalita Itinerario Posizione Causa 
26.10.1942 Cisterna Proserpina 4869 | Italiana ‘Taranto - Pireo-| Mg. 30 per 320° da Tobruk Siluro di aereo 
(ex Beauce) Tobruk 

29.10.1942 Cisterna Luisiano ss 2557 » Taranto-Tobruk | Mg. 20 per 260° da Navarrino’ | Idem c.s. 

111.1942 P.fo carico Tripolino P ) 1 464 » Bengasi-Tobruk | Lat. 32°31’N, long. 23°24’E | Idem c.s.' 
(Golfo di Bomba) Z 

1.11.1942 P.fo carico Ostia 359 «| Tedesca Idem c.s. Nord di Ras el Tin Idem c.s. 
2.11.1942 Mn mista _ Zara 1976 | Italiana Pireo-Tobruk Lat. 33°10/N, long. 23°50’E (mg. | Idem c.s. 

| 32 a nord di Tobruk) 

11.11.1942 Cisterna Thessalia 2875 Tedesca | Pireo-Bengasi | Mg. 70 a nord di Bengasi Bombe di aereo 
12.11.1942 P.fo carico Falco 325 Ttaliana Bengasi-Tripoli | Ras Tajunes Idem c.s. 
13.11.1942 P.fo carico Scillin 1579 » Tripoli-Trapani | Mg. 9 da Kuriat Siluro di Smg 
16.11.1942 P.fo carico Hans Arp 2645 | Tedesca Bengasi - Ras el] Ras el Hilal Idem c.s. 

Hilal : 
17.11.1942 Mn cisterna G. Giordani 10 534 Italiana ‘Taranto-Tripoli | Lat. _32°58’N, long. 15°38’E | Siluro di aereo 
(N.NE di Misurata) 
20.11.1942 Mn carico Lago Tana 783 » ‘Trapani - Pantel-| Lat. 36%04’N, long. 12°02’E (fra| Idem c.s. 
leria - Tripoli Pantelleria e Lampedusa) 

23.11.1942 P.fo carico Giacoma 223 » | ‘Trapani-Tripoli | Lat. 34°47’N, long. 11°42’E (le-| Idem cvs. 

vante isole Kerkennah) 

26.11.1942 P.fo carico Algerino 1371 » | ‘Tripoli-Buerat Mg. 14 per 104° da Zliten Idem c.s. 
22.12.1942 P.fo carico Sacro Cuore 1097 » | ‘Tripoli-Trapani | Al largo di Susa Cann. di Smg 
2.12.1942 P.fo carico Veloce 5 451 » | Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 20 a sud della boa n. 4 di| Siluro di aereo | 

| Kerkennah cann. navi ¢ 
superficie 

3-12.1942 P.fo carico * Audace 1459 » ‘T'rapani-Tripoli | Lat. 34°or’N, long. 11°52/E (a Siluro di aereo 

SE isole di Kerkennah) 
312.1942 P.fo carico Minerva 1.905 » Pantelleria - Tri-| Lat. 34°07/N, long. 11°52’E Idem c.s. 
‘ poli (SE isole di Kerkennah) 

3.12.1942 P.fo carico Palmaiola 1 880 » ‘Trapani-Tripoli Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 
13.12.1942 Mn carico » Foscolo 4500 » | Napoli-Tripoli Mg. 25 per 232° da Capo Lilibeo | Idem c.s. 
21.12.1942 P.fo carico Dora 584 Tedesca Susa-Tripoli Al largo di Ras Turgoeness Cann. navi ¢ 

5 superficie 
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29.12.1942 





1.1943 
+ 1.1943 


+ 1.1943 


+ 1.1943 


. 1.1943 





» 1.1943 


» 1.1943 


20. 











1.1943 


+ 1.1943 
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‘ 


put 


Tipo dell’unith 


Nominativo 








P.fo carico 


P.fo carico 


Mn carico 


P.fo carico 


P.fo carico 





P.fo carico 


Mn carico 





P.fo carico 









T. Gennari 


Emilio Morandi 


D’ Annunzio 


Zenobia Martini 





Sportivo 









Edda 


Cinzia 





Scorfano 


P.fo cisterna Irma 


Mn carico 





Amba Alagi 








1012 


4537 


1454 


6 107 


71 


308 
395 
493 























Itinerario 





‘Tripoli-Trapani 


Idem c.s. 


‘Tripoli-Palermo 
‘Tripoli-Trapani 
Idem c.s. 
Tripoli-Sfax 
‘Tripoli-Trapani 


Idem cs. 
Idem c.s. 


Idem c.s. 


Posizione 









Causa 








Mg. 16 a sud boa n. 8 di Ker- 
kennah 


A nordovest di Kuriat 


Mg. 60 a sud di Lampedusa 
Al largo dell’isola Djerba 


Lat. 33°N, long. 12°08/E (al 
largo di Zuara) 


Mg. 10 a SE di Ras Turgoe- 
ness (isola Djerba) 


Al largo di Zuara 


Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 


Secche di Kerkennah 





Siluro di Sm 


Idem c.s. 


Cann. navi 


superficie _ 
Siluro di Sr 


Idem cus. - 


Siluro del | 
Unbroken 


Cann. navi 


superficie 
Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 


Incaglio 


Nota. — Oltre alle 636126 tonnellate di stazza lorda di 
scafi affondati (163 unitd) andarono perdute altre 13705 ts 
a 64 unitd minori (9 trasporti e rimorchiatori ¢ 55 motovelie: 


163 Piroscafi e motonavi 


64 Unita minori 


Tc 
é 
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APPENDIX 4 


LIST OF ITALIAN AND GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS SINK AT SEA 
FOR ENEMY ATTACK ON THE LINES OF TRAFFIC OF TUNISIA 
11 November 1942 to 13 May 1943)" 





4 
APPENDICE 4 
ELENCO DELLE NAVI MERCANTILI ITALIANE E TEDESCHE AFFONDATE IN MARE PER OFFESA NEMICA SULLE LINEE DI TRAFFICO DELLA TUNISIA 
11 novembre 1942-13 maggio 1943) 
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438 


Data 


28.11.1942 


1,12.1942 


2.12.19 42 


2.12.1942 
2.12.19 42 
22.12.1942 
33.12.1942 
5-12.1942 


5-12.1942 
9-12.19 42 
13.12.1942 
14.12.1942 
14.12.1942 
15.12.1942 
22.12.1942 
28.12.1942 
29.12.1942 
>: Tet943 
16. 1.1943 
18. 1.1943 


18, 1.1943 
20. 1.1943 
21. 1.1943 
22. 1.1943 
24+ 1.1943 
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Tipo dell’unitd Nominativo T.8.L. Nazionalita Itinerario 
Mn passeggeri Citta di Napoli 5 418 Italiana | Biserta-Palermo 
Mn passegeri (No) Citta di Trapani 2 467 » Napoli-Biserta 
P.fo misto Aventino 3.794 » Palermo-Biserta 
Mn mista Aspromonte 976 » ‘Trapani-Biserta 
Mn mista Puccini 2422 » Palermo-Biserta 
P.fo carico BGI 850 Tedesca Idem c.s. 
P.fo carico Menes 5 609 » Napoli-Biserta 
P.fo passeggeri (ex Gratz 1327 » Idem c.s. 
greco) (No) 
Cisterna (ex fr.) Noroit 453 » ‘Tunisi-Trapani 
P.fo carico Siillberg 1 699 » ‘Trapani-Tunisi 
P.fo carico Macedonia 2 875 » Palermo-Susa 
P.fo carico Honestas 4959 Italiana Napoli-Tunisi 
P.fo carico Castelverde 6 666 » Idem c.s. 
P.fo carico Sant’ Antioco 5 048 » Napoli-Biserta 
P.fo carico Etruria 2 633 » { Palermo-Biserta 
Mn carico (ex fr.) Gran 4140 | Tedesca Napoli-Biserta 
P.fo carico Iseo 2366 | Italiana ‘Trapani-Tunisi 
Mn passeggeri Calino 5 186 » Hiserta-Napoli 
Mn. carico Emma 7931 » Napoli-Biserta 
P.fo carico (ex fr.) Favor I 323 Tedesca — Capliari-Biserta 
_ Mn carico Ankara 4768 » Palermo-Biserta 
P.fo pesca (ex fr.) Grondin 1.500 » Sfax-Susa 
Cisterna Saturno 5022 | Itatiana Hiserta-Napoli 
Mn carico Ruhr 5955 | Tedesca Palermo-Biserta 
P.fo carico (ex fr.) Pistoia 2448 Italiana Napoli-Biserta 














Posizione Causa 

Lat. 38°13/N, long. 12°20’E (mg. | Mina 
20 a nord di Favignana) 
Mg. 11 per 74° da isola dei Cani| Idem c.s. 
Mg. 5 ponente Banco Skerki | Cann. navi: 
i perficie 

Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 
Mg. 10 a W isola dei Cani Mina 
Mg. 6 a SE isola dei Cani Idem c.s. 
Rada di La Goletta Idem c.s. 
Mg. 2 da Hammamet Siluro di S. 
Mg. 1,5 da Susa Idem c.s. 
Mg. 27 per 327° da Capo Bon | Idem cs. 
Idem c.s. P Idem c.s. 
Mg. 35 per 335° da Capo Bon | Idem cs. 


Mg. 22 a NW di Marettimo 
Mg. 12 a N di Marettimo 
Mg. 28 per 77° da Capo Bon 
Al largo di P. Campanella 
Mg. 17 a SW di Capri 

Mg. 18 a SW di C. Carbonara 


Mg. 45 a E isola dei Cani 
Largo di Mehedia 

Mg. 50 per 65° da Biserta 

Mg. 30 per 335° da Capo Bon 
Mg. to a NW di Capo S. Vito 





Siluro di ae 
Siluro di Sr 
Siluro di a¢ 
Mina 

Siluro di Sr 


Cannone e 
di Smg 


Mina 

Sommergibi 
Siluri di ae 
Bombe di « 


Siluro di a 
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440 7 ’ , 
Data Tipo dell’unita Nominativo TKS ila: Nazionalita — Itinerario Posizione Causa 
- — ee | 
24. 161943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Verona 4459 | Italiana | Napoli-Biserta Mg. 8 a S di Ustica Siluro di ae 
30. 1.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Vercelli 3 094 » Messina-Tunisi Acque dell’isola Plane Bombe di a 
30. 1.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Parma 2548 » | Idem c.s. Rada di La Goletta Mina . 
31. 1.1943 P.fo carico Lisboa 1 799 Tedesca | ‘Trapani-Susa Mg. a N di Susa Siluro di Sn 
I. 2.1943 P.fo carico Pozzuoli 5 345 Ttaliana | ‘Trapani-Palermo | Mg. 7 a N di Capo San Vito | Idem cs. 
2. 2.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Salemt 1176 » . | Napoli-Messina Mg. 10 a E di Capri Idem cs.” 
5. 2.1943 Cisterna Militas 5 342 » Taranto-Palermo | Mg. 7 da Capo Zaffarano Idem c.s. 
II. 2.1943 Cisterna Jaedjoer 309 Tedesca Palermo-Susa Al largo di Ras Mahmur Mina 
15+ 2.1943 P.fo carico Petrarca 3 229 Italiana | ‘Taranto-Tunisi Mg. 10 a N di Crotone Siluro di Sn 
16. 2.1943 P.fo carico Capo Orso 3149 » ; Palermo-Tunisi Mg. 17 a S di Marettimo Siluro di ae 
17+ 2.1943 P.fo carico XXI Aprile 4787 » q Idem c.s. Mg. 3 a S di Capo San Vito | Siluro di Sn 
18. 2.1943 Mn carico Col di Lana 5 891 » | Tunisi-Palermo | Mg. 18 a NE di Capo San Vito} Siluro di ae 
21. 2.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Baalbek 2115 Tedesca | Trapani-Tunisi Mg. 18 ar 118° da Capo Bon Siluro di Sn 
21. 2.1943 Cisterna Thorsheimer 9955 » 4 | Napoli-Biserta Mg. 20 a SW di Marettimo Siluro di ae 
22. 2.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Gerd I 700 » 4 ‘Tunisi-Palermo Mg. 12 a E del Banco Skerki Bombe di a 
25+ 2.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) ' Alcamo 6 987 Italiana Biserta-Napoli Mg. 45 a NW di Ustica Siluro di ae 
7» 3+1943 Mn carico Ines Corrado 8 061 » ay Napoli-Tunisi Mg. 34 a WSW di Marettimo | Bombe di a 
7s 31943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) _ Henri Estier 1.984 Tedesca | Idem cs. Mg. 27 per 353° da Capo Bon | Mina 
7+ 31943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Balzac 5 372 » { Idem c.s. Mg. 25 per 350° da Capo Bon | Bombe di a 
10. 3.1943 Cisterna Rosario 5 468 Italiana Napoli-Palermo | Mg. 4 per NE da Capo Milazzo| Siluro di ae 
14+ 3+1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Caraibe 4048 | Tedesca Napoli-Tunisi Mg. 10 a NW di Marettimo Idem c.s. 
14» 31943 P.fo carico Peghi 1593 | Italiana | ‘Trapani-Palermo | Mg. 6 a W di Capo Gallo Siluro di Sr 
17» 3.1943 Cisterna (ex jug.) Devoli 4500 ” ; Palermo-Trapani | Mg. 6 per 245° da Capo S. Vito} Siluri di Sn 
17+ 3+1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Forl} : 1519 » Biserta-Napoli Mg. 18 a S di Capri Idem c.s. 
4 
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Data Tipo dell'unitd Nominativo T.S.L: Nazionalitd 

21. 3-1943 Cisterna Giorgio 4887 | Italiana 
22. 3-1943 Mn carico Manzoni 4550 » 
22. 3.1943 Mn carico Monti 4301 » 
23. 3-1943 Cisterna Zeila 1 834 » 
31. 3.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Nuoro 3075 » 

I. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Crema 1 684 » 

I. 4.1943 P.fo carico K.T. 13 850 | Tedesca 
I. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Benevento 5229 | Italiana 
I. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Aquila 3 386 » 

I. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Ch, Le Borgne 1789 | Tedesca 
6. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) » | Rovereto 8563 | Italiana 
6. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) San Diego 6013 | Tedesca 
8. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Foggia 1227 | Italiana 
Il. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Fabriano 2.942 » 
12. 4.1943 P.fo carico Aalborg 1256 | Tedesca 
17. 4.1943 Mn carico Monginevro 5 324 Italiana ~ 
17. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Capua 600 » 
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Itinerario 





Posizione 





Palermo-Genova 


Biserta-Napoli 


Napoli-Biserta 


‘Taranto-Messina 


Napoli-Biserta 
Idem c.s. 
Palermo-Tunisi 


Napoli-Biserta 


Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 
Idem c.s. 
Susa-Trapani 


Napoli-Tunisi 


Biserta-Napoli 
‘Trapani-Palermo 


Mg. 8 per 75° da Capo Cefali 


Mg. 2 a SW di Punta Carena 
(Capri) 
Mg. 18 per 93° da Biserta 


Mg. 4 da Capo Spartivento ca- 
labro 


Mg. 28 a N di Zembra 

Mg. 10 a E di Biserta 

Mg. 35 per 15° da Capo Bon 
Incagliato a Capo Zebib 


‘ 
Incagliato presso Capo Zebib 
Mg. 8 a W di Capo Bon 

Mg. 8 a E di Biserta 

Mg. 7 a E di Biserta 

Mg. 10 a NE di Susa 

Mg. 6 per 350° da Capo Gallo 


Sconosciuta 


Mg. 9,5 per 13° da Zembretta 


Golfo di Castellammare 








Siluri di 


Siluro di 


Bombe d 
Siluro di 


Siluro di 
Motosilu: 
Mina 

Motosilu 


‘Incaglio 
Idem c.! 
Bombe « 
Idem c.! 
Mina 

Siluro d 


Ignota 


Siluro ¢ 
lurant 


Incendic 
neo 
riale 
bile 











Itinerario Posizione Causa 








Tipo dellunith Nominativo 








19. 4.1943 P.fo carico Mostagamen 1942 | Tedesca yl | Biserta-Palermo | Mg. 20 per 290° da Levanzo Siluro di ae 








19+ 4.1943 Cisterna (ex fr.) Bivona 1647 | Italiana | Palermo-Biserta. | Mg. 20 per 347° da Trapani Siluro di Sr 


'Tunisi-Trapani Mg. 28 per 290° da Trapani Cann. di ni 
superficie 





21. 4.1943 P.fo carico K.T.7 850 | Tedesca — 












Italiana -Biserta-Napoli Mg. 28 per 270° da Marettimo | Siluro di Si 





Mn carico M. Foscarini I 





Livorno-Tunisi | Mg. 34 a NW di Marettimo | Bombe di a 
Reggio C.-Tunisi | Mg. 5 a NW di Capo Milazzo| Siluro di’ S 


23. 4.1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Aquino 5 043 » 





, 24. 4.1943 P.fo carico Galiola 1 428 » 





|| Pozzuoli-Tunisi Incagliato mg. 4 a S di Capo| Bombe di a 
Bon 







P.fo carico (ex fr.) Teramo 1592 » 





P.fo carico Fauna 





Pantelleria-Porto | Mg. 20 a S$ di Sciacca Cannone di 
Empedocle ; di superf 




















4+ 5-1943 P.fo carico (ex fr.) Campobasso ' 3,566 » Pantelleria-Tunisi | Mg. 22 per 120° da Capo Bon | Idem « s. 
5+ 5-1943 P.fo carico Sant’ Antioco 6013 | Tedesca_ | Napoli-Tunisi Mg. 25 a NW di Capo S. Vito} Bombe di a 
+ 5-1943 P.fo carico K.T.5 850 » Trapani-Capo Bon| Acque di Capo Bon Idem c.s. 
9: 5.1943 P.fo carico K.T.9 850 » Idem cus. Idem c.s. Idem c.s. 
9: 5+1943 P.fo carico K.T. 21 850 » Idem c.s. Idem cs. * Idem cs. 

















Nota. — Oltre alle 271 487 tonnellate di stazza lorda « 
scafi affondati (7g unita) andarorio perdute altre 2150 ts, 
22 unita minori (7 rimorchiatori e dragamine ausiliari ¢ 15 


s 
79 Piroscafi e motonavi 


22 Unita minori 
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Forte S.T .V. 102. 
Forza C.F. 247. 
Foscari C.F. 77, 85, 158, 170, 178. 
Fougier Gen. A.A. 171. 
Franchi C.V. 249, 256. 
Franti C.C. 124,. 176, 182. 
Furlan T.V. c. 80, 100. 
Gaetano T.V. c. 92, 140, 141. 
Galliano T.V. c. 187, 200, 216. 
Gamaleri T.V. c. 94. 
Garrone T.V. 135. 
Gasparri C.A. 77. 
Gasparrini C.F. 92. 
Genta C.A. r. 122. 
Gerini C.F. 251, 252. 
Ghittoni C.C. 214. 
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Girosi C.V. 75. 
Giudici T.V. 81, 129, 140, 182, 19°, 
Goering Mar. ted. 106, 171. 
Goretti C.C. 9B. 
Gran T.V. 232. 
Gregorio C.F. 96, 109, 183. 
Guidotti C.C. 85, 88, 112, 123. 
GUISO Col. med. 260, 261. 
Harcourt V.A. ingl. 146. 
Hennessy T.V. ingl. 197. 
Hitler 11, 106, 171. 
Jouin Gen. franc. 5. 
Kesselring Mar. ted. 10, 73, 74, 171, 173, 174. 
Kurt Rechel C.F. ted. 253. 
Landini S.T.V. c. 132. 
Lanfranchi C.C. 86. 
La Scala C.F. 143. 
Lazzarini C.F. 25, 109. 
Lazzarini Noch. 1a 133. 
Ligresti C.L.C. 114. 
Lo Schiavo C.F. 78. 
Lovatelli C.C. 94,99, 169, 215, 230, 240. 
Lubrano Noch. 2a 133. 
Lubrano Lavadera C.L.C. 123. 
Lucchetti C.C’. 98. 
Lucciardi T.V. 183, 190, 195, 202. 
Maccaferri C.C. 191, 216, 226, 233, 236. 
Maggio T.V. c. 140. 
Magroncini Noch. 1a 118. 
Malvarosa T.V. C. 129. 
Mameli Rattazzi S.T.V. 261. 
Manacorda T.V. 79, 118, 176. 
Mancurti Noch. 1a 132. 
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Mancusi T.V. 182. 
Mancuso T.V. 225, 240 
Marchi T.V. c. 240. 
Maresca S.T.V. 131. 
Marini C.V. 122, 240. 
Marotta T.V. 79, 81, 93, 127, 141, 169, 222, 230, 245, 247. 
Mazza T.V. 89. 
Messe Mar. 6, 8, 257. 
Mezzadra T.V. 238. 
Micali T.V. 202. 
Migliorini T.V. 216, 226. 
Minio Paluello C.F. 97. 
Mirti della Valle C.V. 77, 78, 86, 88. 
Monaco di Longano C.F. 25, 122, 223, 227. 
Monti Bragadin C.L.C. 115. 
Morello M. Noch. 1a 133. 
Morello A. Maré 119. 
Moschini C.F. 79, 141, 185, 186 
Mussolini 72, 106. 
Nasta C.C. 194, 222, 226, 233. 
Natale S. TOV. mil. 13.5. 
Notarbartolo G. T.V. 263. 
Notarbartolo M. C.F. 85, 233, 237. 
Olivari Noch. 1a 112. 
Oltramonti M.F. 132. 
Palmas C.C. 79, 87, 101, 121, 123. 
Panfill C.L.C. 189. 
Patane S.T.V. 261. 
Patton Gen. ingl. 6. 
Paulizza T.V. 263. 
Pegazzano D.M. 77 
Pellegrini C.F. 141, 230, 231. 
Pendola C..L.C. 177. 
Pertosi C.L.C. 213. 
Perucca C.C. 193, 195. 
Pesci C.F. 86. 
Petrini C.L.C. 124. 
Petroncelli C. G. N .164. 
Petronio Noch. 1a 133. 
Picchio C.C. 77, 83, 186, 189, 193. 
Pinna A.D. 137, 249, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 261. 
Pinotti TVc- 132 
Pontremoli C.V. 92, 142. 
Power C.A. ingl. 106. 
Prati Noch. 2a 214. 
Prode Noch. 1a 119. 
Raeder Amm. ted. 10,209. 
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Raffai C.F. 251, 253. 
Ravera C.C. 240 
Riccardi Amm. A. 72, 75, 76, 105, 171, 173, 175, 209. 
Riccardi T.V. 188, 190. 
Riva C.C. 1.64. 
Rommel Mar. 3, 6, 11, 27, 106, 171, 173. 
Roskill Scrittore 219, 220. 
Rosselli T.V. c. 224. 
Rossi C. C.F. 86, 189, 251. 
Rossi E. C.L.C. 93. 
Ruge V.A. ted. 209, 210. 
Sacchi S.T .V. c. 170 
Salata C.L.C. 77. 
Sansonetti A.S. 72, 173. 
Scaroni T.V. 263. 
Scarpa T.V. r. 92. 
Scarpa Noch. 1a 134. 
Senese C.C. 84. 
Scialdone S. T.V. 235, 238. 
Senzi T.V. 223, 229, 231. 
Sforzi S.C. r .t. 164. 
Simonetti T.V. II.7, 186. 
Spotorno C.L.C. 129. 
Tagliamonte C.V. 41, 193, 216. 
Tandurella P.M. 120. 
Tazzari C.C. 216. 
Tezel T.V. 80, 188. 
Tona C.F. 86, 183, 222. 
Tonani T.V. 84, 140. 
Torchiana C.C. 142, 160. 
Trabucchi C.F. 251. 
Trisolini T.V. c. 225. 
Tur A.S. 5. 
Vaccara Noch. 2a 263. 
Vaccarezza T.V. 179. 
Vaccaro T.V. c. 88, 96, 123, 130. 
Valdambrini C.F. 85, 168, 231. 
Valvason C. G.N. 160. 
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Vancini T.V. 213. 
Vatteroni Noch. 1a 126. 
Vedovato T.V. c. 81. 
Vianello Noch. 1a. 118. 
Vinelli T.V. c. 166. 
Visconti C.L.C. 221. 
Volpe T.V. 182, 190,. 
Von Arnim Gen. ted. 6. 
Weichold Amm. 10, 72, 75, 171. 
Weninger Gen. ted. 175. 
Zamboni C.C. 97, 184, 186, 193. 
Zambrini T.V. 164, 170. 
Zerbi C.C. 86. 
Zinchi C.C. 83. 
.Zolese T.V. c. 166. 


NAVI ITALIANE E TEDESCHE 

Achille Lauro P .fo 145, 149. 

Alcamo P.fo 195, 196, 197, 204. 

Algerino P .fo 135. 

Alfieri Mn 38 

Alfredo Mcist 76, 91, 92,93, 99, 

Alga P.fo 81, 82. 

Alpino Ct 14, 85. 

Amabile Carolina Mv 192 

Amba Alagi Mn 129, 130. 

Amsterdam P.fo 79, 80. 

Angela Mv 205. 

Angelo Musco Dm 131, 132. 

Animoso Tp 90, 123, 142, 182, 187, 190, 201, 202, 204. 
Ankara Mn ted. 85, 88, 178, 179, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187. 
Anna Madre Mv 131. 

Anna Maria Gualdi P .fo 90, 97. 

Antares Tp 78, 80, 83, 222, 223. 

Antilope Cv 188, 195, 196, 216, 223. 

Aprile Mn ted. 141. 

Aquila P .fo 228, 229, 

Aquileia No 260, 261, 265. 

Aquino P.fo 240. 

Arca Mcist 75, 91, 97, 

Ardente Tp 112, 113, 114, 115, 142, 145. 

Ardimentoso Tp 240. 

Ardito Tp 84, 85, 90, 91, 97, 110, 118, 119, 121, 139, 176, 179, 186, 187, 190, 213, 216. 
Ardito Mp 131. 

Aretusa Tp’ 85, 88, 110, 112, 113, 123, 124, 145, 231, 232. 
Arlesiana P.fo 145, 149. 

Armando P .fo 92. 
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Artemide Cv 188, 202. 
Artiglio P .fo 225. 
Ascari Ct 45,53, 85, 87, 88, 145, 251, 252. 
Aspromonte Mn 146, 152, 153, 156, 157, 161, 162, 166, 168, 170. 
.Assab Mn 91, 97,124, 125. 
Asteria Sm 12. 
Astrea Cist 132. 
Attendolo Inc 13. 
Attilio Regolo Inc 15, 52, 139. 
Audace P.fo 114, 115, 173. 
Audax Rim 130. 
Augustus Mn 37. 
Aventino P .fo 146, 150, 153, 156, 157, 1.61, 164, 165, 166, 169, 170. 
Aviere Ct 85, 90, 178, 179, 
Avorio Sm 12. 
Baalbek P.fo ted. 174, 200, 201. 
Balzac Mn ted. 213, 214, 
Barletta Mn 140, 142, 
Bassini Tp 179, 225, 240, 241. 
Belluno P .fo 174, 221, 233, 237, 239, 244, 245, 2{8, 249, 25°. 
Benevento P.fo 226, 227, 
Beppe P .fo 86. 
Bernadette P.fo ted. 225, 
Bersagliere Ct 25,109, I IO, ITT. 
Bice Mv 119, 120. 
Bivona Cist 204, 228, 229, 237, 239. 
Bombardiere Ct 79, 90, 141, 142, 185. 
Bormida Cist 262. 
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Brindisi Mn 123, 143. 
Brioni Mn 88, 89, 97. 
Bratt P.fo ted. 178. 
Caio Duilio P.fo 212. 
Calatafimi Tp 85, 91, 94, 95. 
Calino Mn 181, 183, 184. 
Calliope Tp 81, 100,. 129, 130, 140,182, 190, 194, 245, 247, 248. 
Camicia Nera C,t 77, 78, 85, 146, 153, 155, 156, 158, 159, 162, 165, 166, 168, 169, 17°, 178, 179, 
251. 
Camillo I Mp 242. 
Campania P.fa 141, 145, 149, 174, 178, 202. 
Campobasso P .f0244, 245, 246, 247. 
Capo Orso P .fo 86, 87, 88, 100, 105, 198, 199. 
Capri No 111, 168, 169, 170, 199, 213. 
Capua P .fo 237, 238. 
Carabiniere Ct 16. 
Caraibe P .fo ted. 216, 217, 220. 
Carbet P.fo 230. 
Carbonello Mn 38, 232. 
Carlo P. Mv 205. 
Carlo Zeno P.fo 142. 
Carnaro Mcist 38. 
Cascina Tp 1.87, 200, 204, 213, 216, 217, 220. 
Caserta P.fo 230, 231, 232. 
Cassiopea Tp 194, 222, 226, 227, 233, 236,237. 
Castelfidardo Tp 83, 91, 98, 99, 110. 
Castelverde P .fo 176, 177. 
Castore Tp 80, 188, 204. 
Caterina Costa Mn 138, 142, 176, 221. 
Cefalo Mp 15, 182. 
Centauro Tp 86,100. 
Chieti P.fo 195, 197, 198, 204, 226. 
Chisone Mn 90, 112, 113, 126, 145, 188. 
Ciclone Tp 83, 85, 91, 94, 95, 142, 189, 194, 204, 205, 24, 215. 
Ciclope Rim 130, 131, 193. 
Cicogna Cv 216, 217, 220, 221, 223, 226,227. 
Cigno Vp 124, 125,176, 162, 191, 192, 213, 214, 215, 216,217,220, 221, 222,226, 233, 236. 
Cinzia Dm 131, 132. 
Circe Tp 79, 80, 87, 88, 89, 97, 100, .101, 121, 122., 143. 
Citta di Napoli Mn 12, 50, 122, 123, 138, 141, 142. 
Citta di Trapani No 50. 
Citta di Tunisi Mn 122, 123, 138, 143. 
Claude P .fa 174, 221. 
Climene Tp 81, 82, 123, 143, 146, 149, 167, 188, 233, 236, 237, 240, 243. 
Clio Tp 84, 85, 9°, 14°, 141, 146, 151, 153, 156, 157, 158, 159, 161, 162, 163, 167, 176, 184, 193, 
195, 217,220 221,226 ,23° 231. 
Col di Lana Mn 83, 90, 97, 100, 123, 186, 199. 
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Colombo Mv 250. 
Conte di Savoia P.fo 37. 
Conte Rosso P.fo 212. 
Conte Verde Csm 186. 
Corallo. Sm 12. 
Corazzlere Ct 25, 122. 
Corsaro Ct 181, 182. 
Cosenz Tp 227, 231. 
Crema P.fo 226, 227. 
Csm.2203 ted. 226. 
Csm.220,s ted. 228. 
Csm.2208 ted. 228. 
Csm.2209 ted. 205. 
Csm.2210 ted. 226. 
Dandolo P.fo 80. 
D'Annunzio Mn 83, 110, 127, 129. 
Da Noli Ct 85, 87, 88, 1.64, 168, 169, 170. 
Da Recco Ct 25, 84, 85, 146,148, 151, 153, 155, 156, 158, 159, 162, 163, 164, 167, 168, 169, 170. 
Da Verazzano Ct 86. 
Dessié Sm 12. 
Devoli Cist 112, 145, 21.5, 216, 223. 
Dezza Tp 91, 92, 182, 193, 215, 216, 228. 
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Docilitas P .fo 116. 
Dora P .fo ted. 92, 94, 95, 96, 99, 118. 
Dori Csm 186. 
Driade Cv 232. 
Duca d'Aosta Inc 13. 
Duca degli Abruzzi Inc 13 
Edda P .fo 130, 131. 
Eleonora Rosa Mv 119. 
Emilio Morandl P .fo 109, 127. 
Emma Mn 38, 184. 
Emo Sm 12. 
Ennio Mcist 110, 133. 
Eso Csm 100, 130,131, 135. 
Esperia P .fo 212. 
Esterel P fo ted. 216, 217. 
Ethyléne Mcist ted. 221. 
Etiopia P.fo 91, 96, 97. 
Etruria P .fo 42, 179, 180. 
Eufrasia Mv 118. 
Eugenio di Savoia Inc 13. 
Euterpe Cv 240, 241. 
Fabriano P .fo 174, 201, 202, 221, 231, 232. 
Fabrizi Tp 85, 86, 141. 
Falco p.fo 100 
Fauna p.fo 244, 
Favor pf.o ted 185, 186. 
Ferrara pf.o 221,222. 
Fianona Rim 133. 
Favio Gioia Mv 133, 134. 
Foggia Pf. 0 222, 231. 
Folgore Ct 78,84,85,90,91,97,122, 123, 142, 146, 151, 153, 157, 158, 159, 160, 162, 163, 165, 
169, 170. 
Forli P .fo 204, 221, 222. 
Fortunale Tp 89, 91, 96, 97, 105, 110, 118, 119, 121, 122, 176, 177, 188, 189, 194, 199, 200, 204, 
223, 224, 227. 
Foscolo Mn 83, 110, 116, 118. 
Freccia Ct 83, 85, 90, 97, 110, 116, 117, 180, 181. 
Frosinone P.fo 195. 
FR.111 Sm 12 
FR.116 Sm 265. 
FR.117 Sm 265. 
Fuciliere Ct 16. 
Gabbiano Cv 188, 195, 196, 199, 200, 201,204,24° 241. 
Galiola P .fo 105, 240, 241. 
Garibaldi Inc 13. 
.Gazzella Cv 232. 
Geniere Ct 85. 
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Genova Rim 126, 185. 
Gentile B. Mv 134. 
Gerd P fo ted. 186, 203. 
Giacoma P .fo 112. 
Giacomo C. P.fo 228. 
Gioberti Ct 86,87,88, 90, 183, 184, 222. 
Giordani Mcist 75, 76, 109, 110. 
Giorgio Cist 146, 48, 149, 162, 167. 
Giulia Mn 90. 
Giulio Cesare P .fo 212. 
Giuseppe Leva P'.fo 118, 121, 122. 
Giuseppina P .fo 90. 
Giuseppina Chiesa Mv 131. 
Gorizia Inc 13, 14,232. 
Gran Mn ted. 180. 
Granatiere Ct 91'96, 109, 111, 183, 184. 
Granito Sm 12. 
Gratz No te .176. 
Grecale Ct 90, 91, 92, 145. 
Groppo Tp 141, 142,145,178 184, 188, 189, 199, 200, 201, 203, 204, 213, 214, 215, 231, 232, 
237, 238 , 240,245,247 248 . 
Guglielmo Marconi Dm 131, 132. 
Hans Arp P.fo ted. 134. 
Henri Estier P.fo ted. 186, 203, 213, 214. 
Hermes Ct ted. 16, 45, 53, 85, 90, 97, 252, 253, 262. 
Honestas P .fo 142, 175, 176, 177. 
Impero Mp 242. 
Ines Corrado Mn 174, 181, 182, 213. 
Instancabile Rim 83. 
Ipparco Baccich Mn 98. 
Irma Cist 91, 97, 132. 
Iseo P.fo 180, 181. 
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Jaedjaer Cist ted. 176,194,195. 
Kreta P'.fo ted. 81, 100. 
K.T.1 P .fa ted. 146, 152, 153, 154, 155, 157. 
K.T.2 P .fo ted. 118. 
K.T.5 P .fo ted. -228, 237, 239, 240, 243, 245,248. 
K.T.6 P .fo ted. 228 
K.T.7 P .fo ted. 237, 239, 240. 
K.T.9 P.fo ted. 245, 248. 
K.T. 11 P .fo ted. 244. 
K.T. 13 Cist ted. 198,199, 203, 228, 230.. 
K.T .14 P .fo ted. 243. 
K.T .21 P'.fo ted. 244, 245, 248. 
K.T .22 P .fo ted. 262. 
Labor Mcist 138, 140, 195, 204, 221. 
Lago Tana Mn 111. 
Lago Zuai Mn 140 
Lampo Ct 16, 45, 53, 84, 85, 146, 164, 167, 168, 169, 180, 189, 195, 199', 202, 2°3, 222, 252, 
254- 
Lanusei P'.fo 174, 190, 202. 
Laurana No 81,117 ,1.68 169,170. 
La Vittoria Mp 130, 131. 
Le Borgne Pfo ted. 174, 200, 201, 222,228,229. 
Legionario Ct 90, 141, 142, 185. 
Levanzo Cn 261, 262. 
Libra Tp 81, 82, 188, 190, 215, 216, 217, 220, 221, 222, 224, 225, 230, 231, 237, 240. 
Liguria Rim 149, 167. 
Lina Mv 230. 
Lina Campanella Cist 92. 
Lince Tp 79, 139. 
Lira Tp 81,82, 83,90, 91, 94, 95, 96, 98, 99, 187,188. 
Lisboa P .fo ted. 145, 149, 191. 
Littoria Mv 131. 
Littorio Nb 13. 
Lombardi Mcist 76. 
Loreto P.fo 82. 
Lubiana Ct 222, 228, 229, 23°. 
Lucera P.fo 215. 
Luigina Serra Mv 125. 
Luigi Razza Mn 243. 
Luigi Verni Mv 205. 
Luisiano Cist 75, 91, 96. 
Lupa Mn 80, 81. 
Lupo Tp 83, 85, 91,97, 108, 110, 112, 113, 114, 115, 124, 145. 
L.211 Mb 262. 
.Macedonia P .fo ted. 176. 
Maddalena Mv 119. 
Madre delle Grazie Mv 243. 
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Maestrale Ct 9°, 91,92, 142, 145, 149, 181, 182. 
Malachite Sm 12. 
Malocello Ct 45, 53, 189, 251, 252. 
Manzoni Mn .38, 194, 217, 220, 221, 223, 224. 
Marco Foscarini II Mn 38, 222, 232, 239, 240. 
Margherita Mv 131, 181. 
Maria di Piedigrotta Dm 126. 
Mario Raselli Mn 185, 217, 220, 221, 223,224. 
Mas 503 186. 
Mas 548 263. 
Mas 552 214,253. 
Mas 553 263. 
Mas 554 214. 
Mas 563 168, 169. 
Mas 576 168, 169. 
Maurizio Rim 185. 
Medici Tp 80, 100, 109. 
Menes P.fo ted. 138, 14°, 145, 149, 173. 
Meta No 112, 119. 
Michelino Mv 19'2. 
Millelire ex Sm 83. 
Minerva P .fo 115, 116. 
Mitragliere Ct 122, 240. 
Monginevro Mn 85, 141., 237, 238. 
Monreale Mn 90. 
Monsone Tp 193, 195, 197, 204. 
Montecuccoli Inc 13. 
Monte Cengio P .fo 38. 
Monte Santo P .fo 38. 
Monti Mn 224, 225. 
Monzambano Tp 91, 94. 
Mostagamen P.fo 237, 239. 
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Mosto Tp 225. 
M.6612 Msc 262. 
M.6615 Msc 262. 
Ms.13 214. 
Ms.16 183, 206. 
MS.21 206, 214, 215. 
MS.22 238, 258. 
MS.23 263. 
MS.24 263. 
MS.25 238, 253. 
Ms.30 206. 
Ms.31 206. 
Ms.32 168, 170. 
Ms'33 263. 
Ms'34 143. 
Ms'35 183. 
Ms'36 263. 
Ms'51 264. 
Ms'52 264. 
Ms'54 264. 
Ms.55 263, 264. 
MS.29 ted. 250. 
Ms. 34 ted. 250. 
Ms.61 ted. 250. 
Ms.62 ted. 250. 
Ms.68 ted. 250. 
Mz.702 24. 
Mz.705 142. 
Mz.713 191. 
Mz.714 191, 206. 
Mz.716 24, 102, 103, 185. 
Mz.725 25, 
Mz.726 102. 
Mz.731 24. 
Mz.736 127. . 
Mz. 739 206 .. 
Mz.744 127. 
Mz.750 24. 
Mz'754 191. 
Mz.755 102, 127. 
Mz.756 142. 
Mz"757 102. 
Mz.765 97. 
Mz.86 ted. 250. 
Mz.87 ted. 206. 
Mz"98 ted. 206. 
Mz.99 ted. 206. 
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MZ.153 ted. 251. 
MZ.154 ted. 251. 
Mz.155 ted. 251. 
Mz.156 ted. 250. 
Mz.195 ted. 250. 
MZ.199' ted. 250. 
MZ.201 ted. 250. 
.MZ.209 ted. 206. 
MZ.210 ted. 206. 
MZ.213 ted. 206. 
MZ.215 ted. 206. 
MZ.217 ted. 206. 
MZ.219 ted. 250. 
MZ.220 ted. 206. 
Mz'477 ted. 250. 
Mz.478 ted. 179, 225, 251. 
Mz.479' ted. 225, 251. 
Mz.480 ted. 251. 
Mz'481 ted. 183, 251. 
Mz'482 ted. 179, 225, 250. 
Mz.483 ted. 179, 225, 251. 
Mz.484 ted. 179, 183. 
Mz.554 ted. 250.. 
Narenta Mn 140. 
Nautilus Mcist 75, 91, 97, 98. 
Nazario Sauro Mv 133, 134. 
Neptunia Mn 212. 
Nettuno Rim 97. 
Niccolé6 Tommaseo Mn 38, 222, 225. 
Noroit Mcist 176. 
Noto P.fo 189' 
Numidia P'.fo 121. 
Nuoro P .fo 226, 227. 
Oceania Mn 212. 
Ombrma Mn 38, 174, 224, 225. 
Oriani Mn 38, 86, 87, 88, 90, 174, 194' 
Oriole Csm 129. 
Orione Tp 115, 121, 126, 145, 178, 201, 202, 204, 205, 213, 216, 217, 220, 221, 230, 231, 239. 
Orsa Tp, 85, 88, 134. 
Ostia P fo ted. 88, 100, 101. 
Pallade Tp 145, 1.80, 194, 195, 230, 231. 
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Palmalola P.fo 115, 116, 173. 
Pancaldo Ct 16, 45, 53, 251, 252, 253,254. 
Panuco MCIst 76, 90, 92. 
Parma P.fo 190, 191. 
Partenope Tp’ 84, 85, 90, 91, 94, 99, 100, 164, 168,. 169. 
Pegaso Tp 194, 201, 202, 204, 216, 217, 220, 221. 
Pegli P .fo 220. 
Persefone Cv 183, 190, 202, 216, 217, 221,223. 
Perseo Tp 79, 81, 82, 83, 90, 91, 93, 99, 127, 128, 141, 168, 169, 170, 222, 224, 226, 230, 231, 
237, 238, 244,245,246 247. 192,193. 
Petrarca. P.fo 81, 82, 194. 
Piave Rim 133, 134. 
Piemonte P .fo 141. 
Pigafetta Ct 77,78, 79, 86, 87, 88, 164, 167, 168, 169, 183, 252. 
Pistoia P.fo 188, 189. 
Porfido Sm 12. 
Porto Cesareo Rim 182. 
Portofino Cist 76, 90, 91, 97. 
Porto Fossone Rim 134. 
Potenza P~fo 221, 222. 
Pozzuoli P.fo 192. 
Prestinari Tp 182, 183, 190, 191. 
Principessa Giovanna No 247. 
Procellaria Cv 182, 183, 190. 
Procione Tp 142, 146, 152, 153, 155, 156, 158, 100, 161, 170. 
Pronta Rim 80. 
Proserpina Cist 75, 91,93, 94, 95,96 
Puccini Mn 141, 146, 150, 152, 153, 155, 156, 157, 159, 161, 164, 166, 168 169, 170. 
R.D.18 Dm 261, 262. 
R.D.31 Dm 131, 132. 
R.D.36 Dm 131, 132. 
R D 37 Dm 131 132. 
R.D:39 Dm 131: 132. 
R.D.44 Dm 261, 262. 
Redentore Mv 182. 
Rex P .fo 37. 
Rhea P .fo ted. 141, 178. 
Ribot Ct 193, 195,230. 
Rom: Nb 13. 
Roma P.fo 37. 
Rondine Mcist 76, 90, 91, 98. 
Rosario Cist 215, 216. 
Rosina S. Mv 181. 
Rovereto P .fo 230, 231. 
Ruhr Mn ted. 84, 85,188. 
R.10 Rim ted. 262. 
R.15 Csm ted. 97, 204. 
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R.16 Rim ted. 262. 
Sabbia P .fo 190. 
Sacro Cuore P .fo 114, 115, 123. 
Saetta Ct 77, 80, 83, 186, 187, 189, 192, 193. 
Sagittario Tp 86, 112, 145, 193, 202, 203, 204, 217, 220, 221, 223, 224, 229, 233, 237, 238, 
241, 243. 
Salemi P.fo 192. 
Saluzzo P.fo 174, 225, 226. 
Salvatore I Rim 232. 
San Diego P .fo 230, 231. 
San Martino Tp 88, 89, 91, 96, 97, 123, 130, 131. 
Sant' Antioco P.fo 142, 175, 177, 178. 
Sant' Antonio P.fo ted. 245, 247. 
Santa Barbara Bp 132. 
Santa Fé P.fo ted. 91, 98, 99. 
Santa Maria Mv 118. 
Saturnia Mn 212. 
Saturno Cist 85, 86, 87, 88, 91, 92, 93, 187, 188. 
Sciesa Sm 24. 
Scillin P'.fo 120. 
Scorfano P.fo 132. 
Sebenico Ct 91, 98, 99. 
Sella Ct 98. 
Sempre Avanti! Mv 250. 
Sestriére Mn 78, 84, 85, 141. 
Sibllla P .fo 1°9. 
Siena P.fo 174, 199', 200, 202. 
Sirio Tp 81, 92, 142, 145, 148, 193, 195, 197, 204, 216, 217, 220, 221, 222. 
Sirio P.fo 110. 
Sirton Tp 91, 92, 140., 141, 178 
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Sivigliano P .fa 138, 140. 
Skotfoss P .fo ted. 194, 195. 
Solferino Tp 81, 92, 94, 
Sorrento No 186. 
Spoleto P .fo 189 
Sportivo P.fo 129, 130, 185. 
Stella P.fo ted. 190, 204. 
Sterope Mcist 216. 
Stromboli P.fo 205. 
Sudest Cist 187, 188. 
Sullberg P .fo ted. 176. 
Tagliamento P.fo 88. 
Tanaro Cist 110, 132. 
Tarn Cist 237,238. 
Tembien P.fo 121. 
Tenax Rim ted. 225. 
Teodolinda Cist 126. 
Teramo P.fo 204, 221, 222, 241, 243 
Tergestea Mn 81, 82, 83, 94, 95 
Tevere Cist 110. 
Thessalia P.fo ted. 89, 105. 
Thorsheimer Cist ted. 174, 193, 201, 202. 
TH.OI Msc ted. 262. 
TH.02 Msc ted. 262. 
TH'03 Msc ted. 262. 
Tifeo Rim 221, 236. 
Tifone Tp 222, 224, 226, 228, 229, 233, 237, 239, 244, 248, 249, 250, 
Titania P.fo 86, 87, 88. 
Titano Rim 184. 
Todi P.fa 215,216. 
Torquato Gennari p.fa 78, 125. 
Trapani p .fo ted. 90, 91, 99, 100, 101. 
Trieste Inc 13, 14, 232. 
Tripolino p .fo 100, 101. 
Tritone Sm 12. 
Uarsciek Sm 12. 
Ulpio Traiano Inc 15. 
Una P .fo 82. 
Uragano Tp 85, 9°, 91, 97, 145, 184, 185, 186, 187, 192, 193. 
Ursus Rim 184. 
Utilitas Cist 193 
U .77 Sm ted. 12. 
U .83 Sm ted. 12. 
U .224 Sm ted. 12. 
U.2S9 Sm ted. 12. 
U.301 Sm ted. 12. 
U.331 Sm ted. 12. 
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.U.411 Sm ted. 12. 
U 443 Sm ted. 12. 
U .595 Sm ted. 12. 
U 602 Sm ted. 12. 
U .605 Sm ted. 12. 
U .660 Sm ted. 12. 
Valfiorita Mn 77, 78. 
Valsavoia P.fo 192. 
Vas 207 118. 
Vas 208 262. 
Vas 213 118. 
Vas 220 262. 
Vas 221 222. 
Vas 223 262. 
Vas 229 118. 
Vas 231 220, 258. 
Vas 232 220. 
Vega Rim 176. 
Velino Cist 223. 
Velite Ct 90, 139, 141, 142. 
Veloce P.fo 9°, 112, 113, 114, 115, 124, 145, 173 
Venezia P,.fo 215. 
Vercelli P'.fo 190, 191. 
Verona P .fo 188, 189. 
Victoria Mn 212. 
Vigoureux Rim franc. 182. 
Viminale Mn 41. 
Virgilio No 249, 265. 
Vittorio Veneto Nb 13. 
Volta P.fo 110, 204, 221. 
Vulcania Mn 212. 
XXI Ap'rile P fo 142, 199, 200. 
Zara Mn 88, 89, 97. 
Zeila Cist 225. 
Zeno Ct 78. 
Zenobia Martini P .fo 118, 121,122, 129, 185. 
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NAVI BRITANNICHE 
Abdiel Inc-pm 219, 220. 
Arethusa Inc 17. 
Argonaut Inc 46, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 162. 
Aurora Inc 146, 154, 155, 156, 157, 159. 
Barham Nb 4. 
Dido Inc 106. 
Euryalus Inc 106. 
Laconia P .fo 120. 
Lightning Ct 16, 218. 
Manxman Inc-pm 251. 
Ms.61 197. 
Ms.77 197, 198. 
Ms.82 197. 
MTB.633 242, 243. 
MTB.637 242, 243. 
MTB.639 242, 243. 
Nubian Ct 245, 246. 
Pakenham Ct 233,237. 
Paladin Ct 233, 236, 237, 245, 246 
Petard Ct 245,246. 
P.42 Sm 86. 
Queen Elizabeth Nb 4. 
Quentin Ct 146, 154, 157, 158. 
Quiberon Ct 146, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 16s. 
Rorqual Sm 187. 
Safari Sm 118, 119, 120, 125, 131, 181, 192. 
Sahib Sm 241. 
Sirius Inc 146, 154, 155, 156, 157, 159. 
Splendid Sm 179, 184, 200. 
Thunderbolt Sm 217. 
Turbulent Sm 192, 194. 
Umbra Sm 80, 123, 127. 
Una Sm 194. 
Unbroken Sm 130. 
Unison Sm 2°5. 
United Sm 185. 
Unrivalled Sm 119, 126, 131, 181, 192. 
Unruffled Sm 15,52, 126, 185, 192, 201. 
Unseen Sm 129. 
Urge Sm 112,135. 
Valiant Nb 4. 


